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Univerfal Hiftory, 

FROM THE 

Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time* 



CHAP. liX. 

7he Roman Hiftory^ from the Captivity of Va^ 
lerian to the Re/ignation of Dioclejian. 

TH E news o( the defeat of the Roman army by the the mpin 
Pcrfians, and the captivity of Valerian, no itt^adedon 
fooiief reached the barbarous nations, than they attfidis^ 
took arms, and, pouring on all fides incredible multi- ^fj^f,*' 
tudes into the Roman territories, threatened the empire, 
and Rome itfelf, with total deftfuftion. The Goths 
and Scythians ravaged anew Pontus and Afia, committing 
moft dreadful devafrations : the Akmanni and the Franks 
having over-run Rhaetia, entered Italy, and advanced as 
far as Ravenna : the Quadi and Sarmatians feized on 
great part of Dacia and rannonia ; and other barbarous 
nations, invading Spain, reduced Tarraco, and other im- 
portant places in that province *. Gallienus,.who was then 
in Gaul, hearing that tiie Alemanni and Franks had enter* 
cd Italy, and were advancing towards Rome, flew to the 
defence of the capital, and obliged the enemy to retire. 
Whether they were overcome in battle, aS fome authors 
write, or retreated, upon intelligence of his approach, as 
we read in others, is uijicertain. The Barbarians who had 

«Zor.Ub.i.p. 659. ' 
Vol. XrV. B invaded 



2 The Roman Hijlory. 

invaded Dacia and Fsuinonia, were driven back hj Rqpl- 

lianus, who is faid to havO' gained feyeral Yi£tone8 over 
tneiR tR one oay • 
Ingitmus While Rcgillianus was employed. againft the Barbarians, 
T^fel/to whom he purfued into Moefia, Ingenuus caufed himfelf to 
bepr§^ be proclaimed emperor in Panooniai and was acknowleged 
claimfJ by the inhabitants both of that province and of Mceba ; for 
emperor. {jg ^^g ^ nj^jj ^ gt^t, valour and experience, and umver- 
fally beloved both by the people and foldiery. Gallienus was 
no fooncr informed of his revolt than he marched from the 
neighbourhood of Ravenna into Illyricum, engaged Inge- 
nuus, and put him to flight. He ufed his viSory v^ith 
fuch cruelty as can hardly be paralleled in hiflory ; com- 
manding his officers and foldiers to put all the inhabitants 
of Mcefia to the fword, without diftin£Uon of age, condi- 
tion, or party. The troops who had formerly ferved under 
Ingenuus, and the inhabitants of MoeGa who had efcaped 
t4ie general flaugbter, enraged by tbefe cfuelticsy proclaimed 
Regillianus 'Q^ Nonius Regillianus emperor. He was born in Dacia, 
emperor, defcended from the celebrated king Decebalus, whom Tra- 
jan had conquered, and had, by feveral gallant a£l:ions» 
gained great reputation in the Roman armies. After he 
was proclaimed emperor, he obtained very confiderable ad- 
He is mur^ vantages over the Sarmatians ; but was foon murdered by 
deredbyhis his own foldiers, and the people of Illvficum, who had 
own men. ^^H&i, him to thd empire ; but not Icmg alter his aflumptiou 
began to dread the efie^s of Gallienus's cruelty. The Ro- 
xolani, who ferved under him, firfl: revolted » and their ex- 
ample was foon followed by the reft of the army and the 
people of Illyricum ^. Aurelius Vi£lor writes, that he was 
overcome in battle by Gallienus. 
PoJIhumius' In the courfe of the fame year M. Caf&us Labienus Fofl- 
revoits in humius revolted in Gaul. He was meanly born, but en- 
CauL dowed with extraordinary parts, and efteemed one of the 

beft commanders in the whole empire. Valerian, when he 
departed from the Eaft, committed to bis care both his fon 
Gallienus and the troops that were left in the weftern pro- 
vinces, declaring, that he loved and efteemed Pofthumius 
above all the officers of his army. When Gallienus, upon 
the news of his father's captivity, and the invafion of the 
Franks and Alemanni, fet out £or Italy, he left his eldeft 
ion Saloninus, named alfo Valerian, then an infant, at Co- 
logne, under the tuition, fome fay, of Pofthumius, and 
others, of Sylvanus, ordering all txungs to be tranfafted 
in his name. Soon after the emperor's departure, Foft- 

*> Trig. Tyran. Vit, p. i8S* c Idem, cap. 9. p. 189. 

humius 



kuflutt$ having drfeatedfome Gtroian nations vrho bad io* 
vaded Gaul, Syinmus obliged him to feftd all tbo booty to hitt 
ftnd the yoong prince ; »» inftan«e of rapacity wbicb pro> 
Toked theXoldiery to fuch a degreo, that they mutinied, and 
^#odaimed Poftbumios emperor. He, marching without 
Ma of time to Cologne, befieged the place, and reduced 
the inbabitams to fuch diftrefs, that they were forced Co 
deliver op both Sylvanue and Saloninus, whom he* oauied 
to be immediately put to death*. He reigned feven yearsy TAi/M of 
during which time he drove all the Germans out of Gaul, ^^^m«/ 
and even built feveral forts in their country, reftored peace p^a^f' 
amd tranquility to that opprefled province, and governed iMi^i"* 
with fuch equity and moderation, that he was univcifally Qmmijrom 
adored, and honoured with the tides of the Reftoi^r of *^ ^'^ 
GauU the Defender of the Empire^ for bad he not re^ ^^^^ 
f«died the Germans, they would, in tho(e diftra^d limeaj 
have over-ron, with great faciUty, the whole empire **• 
He had by his wife Junia Donata, perhaps the daughter 
of Junius Donatue^ who was governoc of nome in the year 
a$7f and this year conful, at leaft one fon, ftyled on the 
ancient coins U. Junius Coffius Pofthumius. The emj^ror 
Valerian appointed him tribmie of a band or company of 
Voeontii, who inhabited the country of Dauphiny. His b^ 
ther afterwards created him CxSa^ took htm for his partner 
in the empire, and honoured him with the title of Auguftus^ 
He was thought to have equalled Quintilian in eloquence^ 
whom he ftudied to imitate ; whence his harangues were 
inferted among thofe of that excellent writer % and the 
nineteen declamations which pafs under the name of Quin^ 
tilian, but feem not altogether worthy of him, are, by fomt 
modern critics afcribed to young Pofthumius *• GallienuSi 
though greatly affli£led for the death of his fon, whom he 
immediately ranked among the Gods ^ did not march in 
perfon agatnft the ufurt>er till fome years after. 

During thcfe difturbances in the Weft, Sapor, king of The Per- 
Perfidy elated with his late fuccefs* over-run moft of the /'^ ^^f^^ 
eaftem provinces, laid waftc Mefbpotamia, and entering ^IT^T^ ^ 
S^ia took Antiooh the third, or, at leaft, the fecond time> the^ern 
and levelled with theground all die public buildings of that fr^'^teeu 
ftately metropolis, ^om Syria he fed his trmy into Cili- 
cia^ took and plundered the city of Tarfu^ the oapifealof 
that province ; and advancing mto Cappadocia, made him* 
felf m^fter of Csefarea, and maflacred aU the i»habitantSi 
to the mtmber of four hundred tbottfaoct, for having o|^ 

'Trig. Tyrao. 15t.eap! %. p^ iSf. Bfarig.j^. 39> •^de 

Taff. Rhet cap. 15. p. 19a. f Birag. p. s'*« 
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'^e Roman Hifiory. 

pofed him under the condu£t of DemoftheneS) a man of 
great refolution and intrepidity, who> afte^ the city was 
taken, opened himfclf a way, iword in hand, through the 
midft of the enemy, and made his efcape^. 
' In the mean time the Roman troops, who had difperfed 
uponthecaptivity of Valerian, rallying, chofe for their leader 
Calliftus, or rather Balifta, who had been captain of the. 
guards to Valerian, and was a man of great addrefs, intre- 
pidity, and experience. He immediately tranfported his 
forces in boats into Cilicia, and obliged the Perfians to 
raife the fiege of Pompciopolis, a maritime city of that pro- 
vince, when it was upon the point of furrendering. From 
Cilicia he flew with great celerity into Lycaonia, and made 
a dreadful havock of the Perfians, whom he found bufied 
in plundering the open places, and entirely off their guard. 
He retook. all their oooty and captives, made a great many 
prifoners, and, among the reft, the wives of Sapor. From 
Lycaonia he retired with his plunder, before the Perfians 
could colle£l their difperfed forces ; and, embarking his 
army in the veffels and boats he had aflembled, landed feme 
of his men at Sebafte, and others at Corycus, two cities on 
the coaft of Cilicia, and in both places furprifed and cut in 
Oinr/i/tf/^ pieces above three thoufand Perfians ^ Balifta was well 
Palmj^ra. feconded in his attempts by Odenatus, whofe name is fa- 
mous in the hiftory of thefe times, for the many victories 
he gained over the Perfians, and his faving the Roman em- 
pire in the Eaft. All authors agree, that he was a native 
of Palmyra, a city of Phoenicia, about one day's journey 
from the Euphrates ; but fome writors call him a citizen 
and d^curio, while others ftyle him prince of that place. 
Procopius gives him the title of prince of the Saracens, who 
dwelt in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and were al- 
lies of the Romans ^ As Palmyra was at this time a Ro- 
man colony, Odenatus M'^as prince, not of that city, but 
probably of the Saracens, who dwelt in that neighbour- 
hood. As he had been accuftomed, from his infancy, to 
the manly exercife of hunting, he bore with great chear- 
fulnefs and alacrity the toils of a military life. Of his 
. wife Zenobia we (hall have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 
Odenatus was fcarce known till the captivity of Valerian, 
when, dreading the power of the Perfian monarch, as he 
Hved in amity with the Romans, he wrote a moft refpeftful 
and fubmiflivc letter, protefting that he had never borne 
arms againft the Perfians ; and at the fame time feat feveral 



'- t Zonar. p, »34. 
cop. p. 97. 
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camtis loaded with rich prefents: but Sapori provoked at Hotu treat' 
the arrogance of fuch an iniignificant perfon, as heexpreff- '^fySs" 
cd himfelf, in prefuming to write to him, tore his letter, or- ^* 
dered his prefents to be thrown into the river, told his am- 
bafiadors, he would teach their mailer the refpe£l a man of 
his mean condition owed to his lord and fovereign ; that he 
would exterminate him, his whole family and country; 
adding, that if he came and threw himfelf proftrate at his 
feet, with his hands tied behind his back, he might per- 
haps, by that fubmiffion, atone in fome degree for his te- 
merity and prefumption. Odenatus refenting, ^s became 
a man of fpirit, this vile treatment, fwore he would pur« 
fue the Perfians with fire and fword, and either humble 
the pride of their migh^ monarch, or periih in the attempt K 
With this view, he immediately declared for the Romans ; Hefide» 
and, joining Balifta with all his forces, bore a great, if not '^^^ '^' 
the chief fcare, in the above mentioned exploits ; for to ^**^*'» 
him Trebellius PoUio afcribes the taking of Sapor's wives'. 
The Perfian, greatly afFe£ted by that lofs, and apprehend- 
ing it might be attended with others ftill greater (for Ode- 
natus and Balifta clofely purfued him), refolved to retire \ and gam 
and accordingly direded his march towards the Euphrates : g^^^^ ^* 
but as he. advanced through the province of Euphratefiana, *«»^*iS« 
at a fmall diftance from Palmyra, Odenatus, falling upon JwJ^'^ 
his rear,* made a dreadful havock, and obliged it to repafs 
the Euphrates with great confufion. Many periibed in the 
river ; and Sapor was glad to compound with the Roman 

farrifon in Edefia,, which city he had never been able to re- * *" 

uce, for the liberty of returning into his own country, 
by yielding all the Syrian money he had ama&ed in the plun- 
der of fo many cities °*. 

After thefe vi£tories, Odenatus aflumed the title of king Odtnatus 
of Palmyra. Gallienuis, to rewar d.his eminent fervices, ap- ^f^'^ 
pointed him commander in chief of all the Roman forces ^If^liJ!^ 
in the Eaft ; which truft he difcharged with great fidelity^ ^^^ 
and was attended with greater fuccefs than any of the Ro- 
man generals. In the.n)llowing year, when Gallienus was 
conful the fourth time with Petronius Volufianus, Odena- 
tus, not fatisfied with having driven Sapor out of the Ro- 
man dominions, entered Mefopotamia, and recovered the 
cities of Nifibis and Charrae. From thence he advanced 
into the very heart of the Perfian dominions, extremely de- 
firous of crowning his glorious fuccefles with the deliver- 
ance of Valerian. Sapor met him at the head of a power- 

k Pctr. Patr. iA Excerpt, de Legat. p. 29. 1 Trig. Tyr. 

cap. 14. p. 192. a Fetr. Pati. in Excerpt* de Legat. p. 25. 
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Diffoti M wmj I vheii an engtgement enfuing, the Perfians were 
Sa^i mad defeated, and Sapor, with his chiklren, obliged to flieliser 
^c^'hJi thetnfelves within the wails of Ctefiphon, the metropolk 
^ ^"' of the Perfian dominioiif • Thither Odenatus purfued them, 
and laid clofe fiege to the place, after having defolated the 
neighbouring ooontry with fire and fword to a great diftance. 
The Perfian lords, adarmed at the danger that threatened 
Aeir prince and nation, aimed all dieir vaflalt, and flew 
ffom the moft diilant parts of the kingdom to Ctefiphon. 
Many battles were fought under the wSh of diat metropo- 
lis, which ferved only to increaie the number of Odenatas's 
▼iAories ; many Peitians of great diftin£lion were taken 
priCboers, and lent by die emperor to Gallienus : Sapor on 
one fide, and the brave Odenatus on the other, exerted their 
y^xmbSt efbrts, the latter to deliver Valerian, and the for* 
iier to avoid the like misfortune, which now threatened 
htm *. But here Trebellius PoUio, after having raifed our 
€xpoftatioii> drops at once both Odenatus and the fiege of 
Gtefiphon i and pving himfelf no farther trouble about ei- 
ther, leaves us entirely in the dark, as to the ifioe c^ fo 
glorious and important an undertaking. The reader may 
thenoe judge of his abilities as an hiftorian. All we cer- 
tainly know is, that Sapor was hot taken, nor Valerian re** 
feued from his ensel bondage. Some writers feem to infi* 
nuate, that the revolt of Macrianus, which, according to 
' moft hiftoiriansy happened this year, >obliged Odenatus to 
miSt the dege of Ctefiphon. 
thirifipf Maerianus waL% of a mean defcent ; but had, by his cou-* 
^acria* ftg^ tnd experience, raifed himfelf from the low ftation of 
^"^* a common feldier to the higheft pofts in the army. He 

was exceeding rich, and had married a lady of great di& 
tinttion, 1^ whom he had two fons, Macrianus and Quie- 
taa, who had been elevated to the rank of tribunes by V a* 
Inian, and were efteemed two of the beft ofiicers of the 
"ivholearmy^ Thefiather is ftyled, by Dtonyfius of Alex*' 
tndrta, the thief of the Egyptian magicians p ; whence we 
•onciude him to have been an Egyptian, and greatly ad* 
4i£led to the ftudy of magic. Macrianus was an implacable 
csiemy to the Chriftians, and infpired Valerian with an ir- 
reconctleabie hatred to them ; which occaGoned the eighth 
Vr. of Fl. perfecuiion, as we have already mentioned. About ayear 
^ *6o9. ^ftier the captivity of the unhappy emperor, he revolted matk 
U C^/^' his fon ; and, having gained over Baiifta, was hy his means 
/ ' ^' acknowleged emperor by moft of the troops, who had ferved 

a Vtt. Gal!, p. 179. &>rp. 651. ♦ Ti%. Tyrsn. cap. 13. 

p li^aieb, lirtd. vii. Ctt^*' >*• 

^ under 
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uader Valerian^ but de^ifcd GaUiea«s. He inttiediitei^ 
took his two forjs for his partnefB ia 4he tm^tt^ aod ap« 
pointed fiaUfta his Captain of the guards (A^. 

Maaitttts no Iboiier beheU hinSelf inirefted wkh the ib- 
▼ereigaty, than he marched with ail the forcci he could a£- 
femble into the Eaft^ by^ Polliop that is, aa we oonjeAare^ 
from £gypt into Syria. He engaged and defeated die Pcr- 
fians Teveral tinea ; hitf r^arded P. Yaleriiia Valena aa a 
far more formidahle enemy. Valens had heen but by GaU 
lienus into Achaia, or Gi^eece, with the tide of proconfaJ $ 
but bearing that Macrianas had been proclaimed canperor, 
he aiTumed the fame title. Macrianus immediately de- 
tached Pifo, widi a competent force, to fuppreb this new 
ufuipex. But Ptfo, finding him upon his gaard, retired 
into TheiTaly, and aflumed the title of emperor, with the 
fumame of Thcflalicos, as appears from his medals \ But 
he did not long enjoy that empty and dangerous title, being 
foon after murdered by fome foldiers employed by Valens 

« Bin^. p. 38a. 
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(A) TrebelHus Pollio does 
not inform us in what country 
Macrianus was created emperoT, 
nor where, or how long, he 
reiened ; and as to the other 
hitbrians, Zonaraa is the only 
one among them that takes any 
nodceataUofhim. Thatwriier 
relates, that the inhabitants of 
Aiia receired him^ with extra- 
ordinary marks of jo^ (i). Dio- 
nylius of Alexandria gives us 
room to think, that he was ac- 
knowieged in Egypt ; and that 
hts and his foirs reign ended 
before the ninth year of Gal- 
lienus (a)* During his ufurpa- 
tien happened, in all likelihood, 
at Alexandria, the difturbances 
delcribed by that writer, who 
was biihop of the place. Fury 
and difcord, fays he, raged to 
fuch a degree, that it was more 
eafy to pafs from the Eafl to 
the rcmoteft provinces of the 
Weft, than from one place of 
Alexandria to another : the in- 

(1) Zonar. p. 23[6^ 
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habitants had no intercouHe but 
by letters, which, with great 
difficulty, were conveyed ftom 
one friend to another: it was 
more dangerous to crofs the 
ibeet than the moft tenlpeftu- 
otts feas, the mcfSt dry and in* 
hofpitable de&rts: the port 1^ 
iembled the Ihore of the Red 
Sea ftrewn «rich the carcafes of 
the drowned Egyptians ; the fea 
was dyed with blood, and the 
Nile choaked up with dead bo« 
dies. The war was attended 
with a general famine, and the 
famine by a dreadful plague, 
which daily fwept off great 
numbers ot people, infomuch 
that there were then in Alex- 
andria fewer inhabitants from 
the age of fourteen to that of 
dghty, than there ufed to be 
from forty to ievcnty. Of fuch 
perfons a regifter, it fcems, was 
kept ; and a certain quantity of 
corn diftributed among them. 

(2) Eufcb. lib. vii. cap. 23. 
B4 for 
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for that purpofe. Vakns himfelf was flain a few days after 
by his own troops ; and his death, as well as that of his 
rival, was known at Rome before the twenty-fifth of June '• 
Pifo, who was defcended from one of the moft ancient 
and illuftrious families of Rome, was univerfally lamented 
on account of the merits of his anceftors, as well as his 
own. He had been highly efteemed by the emperors> and 
even by Valens himfelf who, upon hearing the news of his 
death, " What account ((aid he), (hall I give to the gods, 
^kteha- the infernal judges, of the death ofPifo? The Roman 
p;/f'^ ^ empire has not a perfon equal to Pifo.** Upon the news of 
his death, it was moved in the fenate, that divine honours 
might be decreed him, as to a lawful prince ; and fome 
writers afTert, that he was aftually ranked among the gods 
with this remarkable eulogiunr, that there never was a 
better man, nor a man of more firmnefs and conftancy. 
However that be, he was decreed a ftatue, with a triumphal* 
chariot*. 
Jufielut About the time that Macrianus ufurped the empire in 

madtem' jj^^ Esl^ Manius .Acilius Aureolus was compelled by the 
^vricum. ' army, which he commanded in lUyricum, to take upon 
•^ * him the fovercignty ; for the foldiers of every province ab- 
horred G^tllienus, and would only pbey emperors eled^d 
by tbemfelves. Aureolus marched from Illyricum into 
Italy, and made himfelf mailer of Milan. Gallienus, 
after various unfuccefsful attempts to fupprefs him by force, 
was at length obliged to come to an accommodation, and 
accept of his afliftance againft Pofthumius, as we (hall re- 
late hereafter. He was, according to Zonaras, a native of 
Dacia, of a mean defcent, and in his youth a (hepherd ; but 
lifting himfelf afterwards in the army, he was foon ralfed 
from the rank of a common foldier to the command of a 
body of horfe. He diftinguifhed himfelf in a very eminent 
manner qnder Gallienus, in the battle againfl Ingenuus i for 
Bithynta fome authors afcribe the whole glory of that viftory to him ^ 
plundered 'X\i\% year, 26 J, the Scythians. buffting again into Bithynia, 
thl(Mi ^ '^^^ wafte the whole country a fecond time, levelled with the 
ground feveral cities, plundered Nicomedia, and returned 
unmolefted' into their own country with a valuable booty, 
and many captives ". At the fame time, that no part of the 
empire might be exempt from fome fignal calamity, the 
iiland of Sicily, lefs expofedthan other countries to the ra- 
vages of the Barbarians, was miferably harafled by a band 
of robbers, who, roving up and down, committed dreadful 

f Trig. Tyrann. p. 194, 195, 'Trig. Tyr. Vit. cap, to. 

p. #94. < Zonar, p. 935. ^ Gall. Vit, p. 177. 
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^Taftations» and kindled a kind of fervile war, which was 
not fuppreifed without much difficulty and bloodihea. 

Gallrenus being conful the fifth time with Fauftianus, 
the empire was in many places affli£led by other calamities 
befides the wars and commotions we have related. The T<4/ impirw 
fun was overcaft with thick clouds, and a great darknefs affli&ed 
continued for fevcral days together, attended with a violent *^ • 
earthquake and dreadful claps of thunder, not in the ait ^j!^^ 
but in the bowels of the earth, which opened in manv gartL 
places, and fwallowed up great numbers of people, with quties^^e* 
their habitations. The fea, overflowing its boundaries, 
broke in ^upon the continent, and drowned whole cities. 
The plague raged with great violence in Greece, Egypt, and 
efpecially at Rome, where it fwept o^, for fome time, fivQ 
thoufand perfons a day. The books of the Sibyls were con- 
fulted, public proceflions ordained, and facrifices offered 
to Jupiter the author of health; but all to no purpofe ; and 



I to their other calamities were added the incurfions of the 



Goths into Greece, and of the Scythians into .Alia. The Sev» tr* 
former, having made themfelves matters of Thrace, pil- ruptionttjf 
laged all Macedon, and laid fiege to Theffalonica,* the ca- ^^* ^^J^^' 
pital of that province, a fiege which threw all Greece into ^'* 
the utmoft confternation : troops were difpatch^ to guard 
the ftreights of Thermopylae, fo famous in hiftory; the 
Athenians rebuilt their walls, which had lain in ruins ever 
fince the time of Sylla ; the inhabitants of Peloponnefus 
ihut up the ifthmus irom fea to fea ; new levies were made, 
and the troops quartered in that province drawn together : 
in the meantime Macrianus, arriving in Greece on his march 
into Italy, attacked the Barbarians while they were attempt- 
ing to enter Achaia, defeated them, and obliged them to 
retire into their own country, whither they carried, how- 
ever, great part of their booty ^. At the fame time the 
Scythians crofling the Hellefpont, under the condudi of 
Rafpa, committed dreadful ravages in Afia, burnt feveral 
cities, and plundered the celebrated temple of Diana at nuhoplmu- 
Ephefus, fo much refpe£ted by the pagans, and fo famous dtr tAt 
for its rich ornaments, and immenfe wealth*. In this ir- ^f^P^^rf 
ruption they ruined the city of Chalcedon \ deftroyed the gL^Zj^ 
poor remains of ancient Troy, and the famous Ilium; 
then repaffing the Hellefpont, they laid wafte all Thrace, 
and retired to their own country with an immenfe booty. 

Macrianus, Raving fettled the affairs of Syria, left his 
younger fon Quietus, with Balifta, to guard that province 
againd the Per&ans; and fet out for Italy, with his elded 

V Gall. Vit. p. 177, t7t. s JornAnd. Ker. Goth. cap. 10. 

fon 
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Ibn Macrianus, at ^e head of forty-five thoufaod meli, to 
try his fortune againft Aureolus in lUyricum, and Gal- 
lienus at Rome. He was oppofed by the forces of the 
former, either in Illyricum, or on the borders of Thrace ; 
Bfacrianui a battle enfued, in which Macrianus and his fon being 
VfM%» ^'^^^^> ^^^^ whole army fubmitted to Aureoius» and were m- 
'dfUcM corporated with his troops ^. The news of their defeat and 
0itd kifkd death were no fooner heard in the £aft than moft cities rerok- 
hy AuriO' ed from Quietus, who ihut hiinfelf up with Balifta in Emefa, 
luj, whither Aureolus, to complete his victory, fent ruffians 

to difpatch him. But before their arrival, Odenatus bad 
invefted the place ; a circumftance which fo terrified the in- 
habitants and the garrifon, that they killed Quietus, threw 
his head over the walls* and then fubmitted* Macrianut 
and his children being thus cut off, Gallienus mras acknow- 
leged in Egypt and Syria; for Odenatus, though mailer of 
almofl; ail the Eaftern provinces, aAed, or at leaft pre- 
tended to TtQ, in his name. He had no fooner withdrawn 
Bali/fa his troops from Emefa, than Balifta, whom he had fpared 
aji'umes tht ^^ account of his advifing the inhabitants to murder Qaie« 
tiiU oj em- ^yg^ afiumed the title of emperor, and put fuch numbers of 
peror, ^^^ citizens to the fword, tor refufing to acknowlege him, 

that the unhappy city, was almoft depopulated. 

Yr. of Fl. About the fame time ^Smilianus, ftyled on the ancient 

2610. medals Tiberius Ceilius Alexander j£milianus% comman- 

V c *^* ^^^ ^^ '^^ legions in Egypt afliuned the title of emperor, 

' ' hoping, by thus openly revolting from GallienuS) who was 

and like ^o lefs abhorred in Egypt than in the other provinces, to 

ivff'e /Emi' appeafe the populace of Alexandria, who h^d rifen upon a 

lianus. very trifling occafion, and invefted the houfe where Aimi- 

lianus refided, threatening him with prefent death • He no 

fooner proclaimed himfelf emperor, in of^fition to Gal* 

lienus; than the rage of the incenfed multitude abated, and 

the whole city of Alexandria, with loud acclamations, ac« 

knowleged him for their fovereign. He immediately feized 

all the corn in the public granaries, and by that meafure 

occafioncd a famine in feveral provinces. He vifited in 

perfon the moft diftant parts of Egypt, redrefled many 

grievan<;es, repulfed with great vigour the neighbouring 

Barbarians, and was preparing for an expedition into India, 

when the troops detached againft him by Gallienus arrived 

Gan'tenus In Egypt ■, as we fliall relate hereafter. This year Gal- 

makes^ar iJenus, agreeing with Aureolis, marched into Gaul with 

Tumiustn ^*^ ^^^ Claudius, who fuccceded him in the empire, to 

Gaul. 

y Zonar. p. 136. Tiig. Tyran. cap. 10. Gall. Vit. p* 176. 
«Golitz p. 115^ * Trig. Tyj. cap. 21, 

depofc 
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dcpofe Poftfauniiut^ who ktcl reigned three jtu% uodiftufb- 
edl. As Pofthttmivs was gttatly belpvedt and vigorouflf 
fttppofted bjr the Gaub^ Che war lafied feme yean. Gal* 
liemis was defeated in the firft genera} engagement of thia 
Tear, and Pofthumiut in the fecond» after hsTing loft the 
lower of his troops. But Aureolits, who was ordered to 
purftiet having fuffcred him to efcape» when he m^ht have 
eafily taken lum, he levied new forces^ and renewed the 
war with frefli vigour **• 

Galiienns, howevert quitting Gaii]^ returned to Ronie» The By^ 
and from thence haftened into the £aft^ where he wreaked f^^tina 
his rage on the city of Byzantiun^ ; but upon what provo* "^^^^^^ 
cation Trebellius Pollio, who defcribcs the miferable con- /^^J ' 
dttioa to which that place was reduced, has not thought 
proper to explain. All we know b, that Gallienust as fooii 
as he appeared before it, defpaired of ever being able to 
reduce it ; but being neverthekfs admitted, the day after 
his arrival, within me gates, upon terms, without any re- 
gard to the agreement, he caufed the garrilbn and all the 
inhabitants to be butchered. Not one per&n, fa 78 Tre- 
bellius PoUio, was left alive in the place. From Byzantium 
Gallienus returned to Rome, where he celebrated the tenth 
year of his reign with extraordinary pomp, and a kind of 
triumph, in which were dragged in chains mock*captives, 
drefled like Goths, Sarmatians, Franks, and Perfiana^ Dur* 
ing this ^dade, fome perfolis of humour, mixing with 
thofe who perlbnaced the PerGans, viewed with great at> 
tention their faces, examined their drefs, and feemed to be* 
tray great forprise. Being at laft aflced what they wanted, 
*< We ane looking (faid diey), for the emperor's father ;" 
which fo inoenfcd Gallienus, that he commanded them im- 
mediately to be burnt alive. 

This year a new tyrant ftarted up, named P. Semproniua Vr. of Fl. 
Saturninus. He was a man of great abilitiesi and renowned *^<'' 
for his vidOfics ofcr the Barbarians. Hiftorv does not in- u C loii' 
form us where, or how long, he reigned ; out only tells * * 

us, that he performed great things while he was emperor, Saturuinus 
ajg|d was, on account of his feverity, cut off by the fame ajkmis the 
(bldiers who had raifed him to the etnpire. When he was *^^^'9f ^ 
ftdk proclaimed emperor by the troops under his command, ^1^1,^,^ 
he told thfem, that they had loft a good captain, and byhisfol* 
made ja bad prince^. Towards the end of the year, Theo- diers. 
dotus, anatiifeof Egypt, difpatched by. Gallienus againft 
JEmiliantrs, who reigned in that country, defeated him in 

fc Gall. Vit. p. 17S. Zon. p« »36. « Trig. Tyrann. Vie. 

cap* 2s. p. 196. 
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jEmHianus ^ puched battle, took him prifoner, and fent him to Rome, 
dtftaud^ where he was, by the emperor's order, ftrangied in prifon, 
iakin^ amd according to the ancient cuftom of putting captive princes 
firanglid. ^ death. The emperor, to reward Theodotus, defigned 
to make Egypt a proconfular province, and honour him . 
witTi the government of that province ; but was diverted 
from it by the priefts alleging a predidion, which had pre- 
vailed eveh in Cicero's time, importing, that Egypt would ^ 
recover its ancient liberty, when the fafces appeared there ; 
the fafces being carried, as is well known, before the pro- 
confuls. At this time happened, as we conjcdure, the 
Bruckium fiege of Bruchium, defcribed by Eufebiuss ^milianus 
befieged hrmfelf, or his partifans, having probably taken (belter in 
and taken, ^y^^^ ^j^y ^f^^j. ^^^ jj^j^j^ ^gj jy^jg year the Scythians made 

another irruption into Alia ; but were with great flaughter 
driven back into their own country by the Roman forces 
quartered in that province **• • ' 

The next confuls were Gailienus, the fixth time, and Sa- 
turninus. This year Gailienus, by the advice of his bro- 
ther Valerian, and his kinfman Lucillus, to reward the 
brave Odenatus for the many viftories he had gained over 
^ the Perfians, took him for his partner in the empire, ho- 
noured him with the titles of Caefar, Auguftus, and em- 
peror, and all the enfigns oPfovereignty, and caufed money 
to be coined with his name, on which he was reprefented 
leading the Perfians captive. The title of Augufta was 
given to his wife, and that of Caefar to his children *. This 
a£iion of Gailienus was highly applauded by the fenate, by 
the people of Rome, and the whole empire ; for to his va- 
lour was entirely owing the prefervatioh of the Eaftern pro- 
vinces, over-run and miferably haraiTed by the Perfi^ans. 
BaliJIa Balifta, who had feized fome provinces in the Eaft on the 
mufdtnd. death of Macrianus and his children, was at laft killed, ac- 

d Gall. Vit. p. 178. o Ibid. p. 179. Goltz, p. 115* 

(6) Bruchium, eras Eufe- Egyptian kings, containing once 

bius ftyles it, Pyruchium, was feven hundred thoufana vo- 

a quarter of the city of A lexan- lumes, of which four hundred 

dria near the fea, on the fide of thoufand were burnt in Julius 

the Pharos, and was confidered Csefar's time. The Roman 

as the citadel of that metropolis, army, under the command of 

There iiood the royal palace, Theodotus, having taken the 

the place where |he Egyptian reft of the city, laid fiege tp 

fenace or council met, the pub- this quarter, and reduced it by 

lie granaries, the muieum, and famine (i). 



the celebrated library of the 

(1) Eufeb. lib. vii. cap. 31, p. 185. 
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cording to the moft probable opinion, by a foldier fent by 
Odenatus for that purpofe ^ Gallipnus, in the fpring of 
this year, left Rome, and marched a fecond time in perfon 
againft Ppfthumius, who dill reigned in Gaul. At his ap- 
proach, Pofthumius withdrew into a ftrong place, which 
the emperor immediately invefted ; but foon after raifed the 
(iege, having received a wound in the back with an arrow, 
while he was viewing the walls. ' However, Pofthumius 
ftill maintained himfelf in poiTefTion of great part of 
that country ; and this year, beirig hard prefled by Gal- 
lienus, he chofe for his colleague M. Aurelius Piauvonius Pofikumius 
Vi&orinus, as he is ftyled on the ancient coins, of whom taktsViBw* 
we read the following chara£ler in Julius Aterianus, a wri- ^l^^ 
ter of thofe times : " No one (in our opinion), ought to "' *^* 
be preferred to Vidorinus, who reigned fome time in Gaul : 
he equalled Trajan in bravery, Antoninus in clemency^ 
Nerva in gravity, Vcfpaiian in managing the public money, 
and Pertinax and Severus in his care of the military difci- 
pline : but his unbridled luft obfcured all his good qualities, 
and caft fuch a blemiih upon his reputation, that no one 
dares to record the virtues of a man, whom all own to have 
deferved the fate which in the end overtook him/' Of 
this event we fhall fpeak in its proper place. 

Next ye^r Valerian, the emperor's brother, and Lucillus, 
his kinfman> being confuls, the Ifaurians revolting in Afia l!hi IfaurU 
Minor, chofe C. Annius Trebellianus for their leader, who MtnvuH. 
took upon him the title of Auguftus, caufed money to be 
coined with his name^ and reigned fome time in Ifauria 
and Cilicia ; but was in the end drawn by Caufifoleus, the 
brother of Theodotus, from among the rocks and moun- 
tains, where he had taken refuge, into a plain, and defeated 
and killed. The Ifaurians ranked him after his death among 
the gods ; and refufing to fubmit to Gallienus, whofe 
cruelty they dreaded, maintained themfelves a free people 
in the very heart of the Roman empire, at lead till the' time 
of the emperor Conftaritine. While Gaul, Pontus, Thrace, 
and lUyricum,. were held either by a domeftic or foreign 
enemy, Africa too had its tyrant ; namely, T. Cornelius 
Celfus, raifed by Vibius Paflienus, proconful of Africa, Ctlfusmade 
and Fabius Pomponianus» who commanded on the fron- emterorin 
tiers of Libya. .He was but a tribune, and led at that time ^ricutand 
a retired life in the country. Galliena, a lady nearly re- "^^"^^ 
lated to the emperor, bore a great fhare in this revolt. Celfus 
was a man of great integrity, and worthy of the rank to 

^ Trig. Tyrann., VitcU cap. 17. p. 193* 

wliich 
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whicTi be was elevated ; but he held it a fhdrt time, being 
killed tbe ferentb day after bis eleAion. The inhabitants 
' of Sicca, whet bad continued faithful to Gallienus, thiev 
his body to the dogs, and crucified him in efitgy ^. Among 
the other misfortunes of this mibsmpy reign, we may nvfvik 
ber the lofs of aH the conquefts of Trajan, that is, of the 
whole province of Dacia, feized by the Goths, and other 
northern nations ; and the dreadful ravages committed by 
the Franks in Spain. 

Gallienus being conful the feventh time, with Sabtnilht9, 
the brave Odenatus, entering the Perfran territories, ra<- 
vaged them with fire and fword, overcame Sapor in feveral 
battles, befieged a fecond time, and, according to Syacel- 
las, made himfelf mafter of Ctefiphon. But in the mean 
time the Groths, entering Afia by the Euxine fea, over-ran 
Lydia, Bithynia, Phrygia, Troas, Cappadocia, and Galatia, 
laying wafte the country, plundering the towns, and carry- 
ing off an immenfc booty, with an incredible number of 
captives '. Next year Odenatus leaving Ctefiphon, flew to 
the relief of Afia v but the Goths not daring to wait his 
arrival, reimbarked at Heraclea in Pontns^ and returned 
home, loaded with booty. Many of them, however, were 
drowned, being overtaken in the Euxine fea by the Roman 
Tr. of Fl. ffcet. All authors agree, that Odenatus was killed about 
A d'^U *^ ^™^ » ^^^ differ both as to the place and manner of 
Ux/1014! ^^ death (C). He left behind him three fons by Zenobia, 
* Herennianus, Timolaus, and Vabalath, or as he ftyled on 

He h mur' fome medals, Hermias Vhaballat K * As they were very 
^nJ. young at tHe time of their father's death, Zenonia governed 
in their name with the tide of Queen of the Eaft. She 

*» Trig. Tynmn. cap. aS. p. t^t, * G«il. Vit; p. aj^ 

k Bsrag. p. 3t6. 

(C) According to Syncellus, Some writers fuppofe Zenobia 

he was^ killed at Heraclea ( i ) ; her&lf to have prbatefy encou- 

according to Zofimus, at Erne- raged the conipirators, being 

fa (2). TrebelliusPoHiowritqs, provoked again^ her hiifband 

that be was murdered by ooe tor preferring his eldefllba He- 

Mseooius, his coufin, who was rod, by a former wife, to the 

pfodaimed emperor, but fooo children he had by her (4), It 

after put to death. Syncdlus is certain that Herod was killed 

aieribea hb death to another with his father, who, according 

Odenatus, Who was himfelf to fome writers, had iliared his 

murdered by the guards (3). dominions with him. 

(1) Syncell. p. iSs. (t) Zo£ p. 651. Trig. Tyrr. cap. 14, 

i6. (3) ^nccU. p. 38«. (4) Trig. Tyfann. cap. x6. 

»af> 

arrayed 
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ivrayed tliein with purple robes, and other enfignk of the fjis wifg 
imperial dignity; and in that attire prefented them, after ZenoBia < 
the death ot their father, to the armies, and the affertiblies ^«*v/rw /« 
of the people K It is uncertain whether or not tbey were '^' *^*' 
murdered by Aurelian. From their medals it appears, that ^(hiZ'in. 
Herennianus reigned at leaft t^o years, Timolaus three, 
and Vhaballat feven. Zenolna did not tread in the foot- 
fteps of her hufband, and keep up a good underftanding 
with Gallienas ; for we find that Heraclianus, whom the 
emperor, upon the news of the death of Odcnatus, had 
fcnt into the Eaft to make war upon the Perfians, was this 
very year defeated by Zenobia, and obliged to retreat to 
Rome. 

Towards the end of the year L. JElianus affumed the 
title of emperor at Mentz ; but was foon depofed by Poft- 
humitts, who reduced the rebellious city, but would not 
give it up to be plundered by his foldiers ; who for this 
reafon mutinied, and, tranfeofted with rage, murdered their 
brave leader, with young rofthumius, his fon. Trebellius Po0kumiut 
PoIIio afcrxbes his death to LoIIianus, who had revolted, Mrdirtd 
and caufed himfdf to be proclaimed emperon LoIIianus, ^ZSV^i^ 
ftyled on the ancient coins Spurius Servilius LoIIianus ", nusdeclar* 
was meanly born ; but had raifed himfelf in the army by his gdrnpenr. 
gallant condu£l. He reigned in that part of Gaul wnich 
bordered on the Rhine, while Viclorinus, whom Pofthu- 
mius had taken for his partner, held the reft. But he did 
Hot long enfoy the Sovereignty, being murdered by his own 
foldiers, inftigated by Vi£lorinus, who, upon his death, 
became fole mafter of all Gaul; but was foon after mortally FiBfimiM * 
wounded at Cologne, by a perfon whofe wife he had de- and his fm 
bauched. Before he died, he named his fon L. Aurelius •«'"^'''^- 
Vidorinus his fucceflbr, though then an infant. But the 
Gaub, defpifing the government of a child, murdered him, 
and eleded in his room, M. Aurelius Marius, originally Mariut dnt 
an armourer, a man of great valour, and extraordinary glared im» 
ftrength. He was killed the third day of his reign by a P*^^J ^^ 
foldicr, who had formerly worked under him. The aflaffin ^j^^rd 
ran him through with his fword, telling him, that it was of cus raifid 
his own making". Upon his death, the troops in Gaul iothtem- , 
proclaimed P. Pivefus or Pefuvius Tetricus emperor. He /"'' *• ^'' 
was a Roman fenator, had been conful, and was at this ^^^^^ 
time governor of Aquitaine. He was acknowleged in Spain 
and Britain, as well as in Gaul, and held thofe provinces 
with the title of emperor till the fourth year of Aurelian*s 

I Trig. Tyraii. cap. 26. p. 191. • GolfiEi p. 117. ■ Trig* 
Tyrann. cap* 7. p. 187. 

reign. 
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reigti> when he was taken and led in triumph by that prince^ 
as we ihall relate hereafter. He immediately conferred the 
• title of Caefar upon his fon C. Pacuvius Pivefus Tetricus^ 
who was then but an infant. All thefe ufurpers in Gauly 
namely Pofthumius, Lollianus, Vicftorinus* Marius, and 
Tctricus, were fupported by Viftorina, or Viftoria, the 
mother of Vi£lorinus, who had a great intereft in Gaul, 
and bore an irreconcileable hatred to Gallienus. . She was 
honoured, probably by her fon Vidloriniis, with the titles 
of Auguila, and the Mother of the Armies. As (he was 
a woman of mafculine courage, and pofTeiTed of immenfe 
wealth, which (he liberally diftributed among the foldiers, 
(he gave the empire of Gaul to whom (he pleafed, and bore 
under all the ufurpers> who were but her creatures, an ab* 
(blute dominion. She died during the ufurpation of Te« 
tricus ; but whether a natural or a violent death, is uncer- 
tain; for fome writers feem to infinuate, that (he was 
privately difpatched by his orders ^ 
n^irrup' I" ^^^ courfe of the fame year the Scythians, or the 
tioMsofihi Goths, ravaged the province^ of Afia, Bithynia, Pontus, 
Gothtand and Cappadocia, and thence carried off an immenfe booty; 
thtHiruHi v^hile the Heruli, paffing from the Palus Maeotis into the 
Euxine fea with (ive hundred ve(rels, landed at Byzantiumi 
and Chryfopolis, now Scutari, under the condu^ of Nau« 
lobat. At the latter place they were attacked and defeat- 
ed by Venerianus, who was himfelf killed in the engage- 
ment. Notwithftanding their defeat, inftead of returnmg 
to their own country, they crofled the, Bofporus; and, 
(teering their courfe towards Cyzicus, furprifed and plun- 
dered that great and wealthy city, with part of Afia, and the 
lilands of Lemnos and Scyros in the Archipelago. Then 
^ they failed towards Greece; be(ieged and burnt Athens, 

Corinth, Sparta, and Argos, and laid wafte all Achaia ; 
but were at length attacked and defeated with great (laugh- 
ter by the Athenians, under the condu£l of Dexippus the 
hiftorian. However, in their retreat, they committed 
dreadful devailations in Boeotia, Acarnania, Epirus, and 
Thrace P. Gallienus, who was juft then returned from 
Gaul, where he had been making war upon LoUianus, 
leaving Aureolus at Milan, haftened into Illyricum ; and, 
vohnan Coming unexpe£tedly upon the Barbarians, gave them a 
defeated by total Overthrow. Naulobat, their leader, was obliged to 
h GaiUe* fubmit to the emperor's mercy, who treated him with great 
*"^' humanity ; and, to gain the aiFediions of the Barbarians, 

• Trig. Tyrann. cap* 30. p. xoo. P Gall. Vit. p. 184. Syncell. 

p. 382. Zof. p. 651. 
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even honoured h!m either with the confuKbip^ or the con- 
fular ornaments. Aurelius Viftor, Eutropias, St. Jerom, 
Orofms, and Trebellius Pollio, fpcak of 9 great viftorjr 
gained by Gallienus in Illyricum over the Goths, meaning^ 
BO doubt, the Heruli ; for all the northern nation? are, by 
fome writers, ftvled Goths, by others Scythians. After 
this victory, Gallienus, leaving Marcianus in Iliyricom, 
Tigoroufly purfued the war with the Heruli ; a tafk which 
lie performed with no Icfs courage than fuccefs, cutting 
pflf great numbers of them, and obliging the reft to refign 
their booty, and abandon the Roman dominions 1. 

The revolt of Aureolus obliged Gallienus to return to 
Italy I for Aureolus, not fatisfied with the power which 
he already enjoyed, took advantage Of the others abfence^ 
to march with all the troops under his command towards 
Rome, with a defign to depofe Gallientis, and taufe him-* 
felf to be ackhowlcgcd fole emperor. Gallienus, hearing ^^r hi* 
of his nuirch, and fufpeding his defign, Icflt lUvricum^ ^^ ^^ 
and, reaching Italy in a few days, came up with him, dc- 2«£w. 
feated him in a pitched battle, and obliged him to fhelter 
himfelf within the walls of Milan ; which city Gallienus 
immediatelv invefted '• All authors agree, that Gallicnna Yr. •£ FL 
was killed during this fiege j but difFer both as to the man- »^**" 
ner and authors of his death. The moft probable opinion ^•^* *^?* 
is, that Marcianus, who had returned from lUyripura, He- * ''^ * 
raclianus, and Cecrops, a native of Mauritania, and com- GaiHiuut 
mander of the Dalmatian cavalry, no longer able to bear murdirid% 
his tyrannical government, confpired againft him, andg 
alarming the camp in the dead of night, as if Aureolus were 
Tallying out with all his forces, killed him in the dark, with 
his fon Gallienus, and his two brothers. Valerian and Egy* 
natius. The foldiers, hearing the emperor was dead, and 
fufpeding he had been murdered, began to mutiny ; bu£ 
Marcianus diftributing large fums among them, the com** 
motion was appeafedt and the whole army declared Galliei^ 
nua m tyrant, and took the ufual oaths to ClaudiuSi whom 
the coofpirators propofisd to the foldiers, as the beft qualif 
fied man in the whole empire, to fuftain the dame and 
dignity of a Roman emperor. Such was the end of Gallic* 
Qus, in the thirty-fifth year of his age, according to thf 
moft probable opinion, sifter he had reigned fifteen year$| 
feven before^ and eight after, the captivity pf his father 
Valerian. 

The firnate declared him a public enemyi ordered vrnft^ot 
hia friends, mimftei% and ivlatioiis, to ^he thjQwa ^wk 
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from the Tarpeian rock, and erafed his name from all^ub" 
lie infcriptions. He was one of the moft wicked princes 
mentioned in hiftory, and is faid to have equalled Nero in 
cruelty* and Heliogabalus in lewdnefs. He pafled his 
whole time in the company of the moft infamous profti^ 
tutes in Rome, and, laying afide all care and thought of the 
public, fufFered the Roman dominions to be over-run by the 
Barbarians, and the empire to be rent in pieces by the many 
ufurpers who ftarted up in his time. He exerted his cruelty 
chiefly againft the foldiers, of whom he is faid to have 
fometimes ordered three or four thoufand to be maflacred 
in one day. He excluded all fenators from military em- 
ployments, and would not even fuiFer any of that body to 
appear in the camp, or among the foldiers. Notwithftand* 
ing all his vices, he was a great encourager of learning, be- 
ing himfelf well verfed in all the branches of polite litera- 
ture, efpecially in oratory and poetry. His biftorian tells 
us, that, on the marriage of his brother's fon, he made an 
extemporary epithalamium, which far excelledr thofe that 
.were written at the fame time, after many days ftudy, by 
the beft Greek and Latin poets then in Rome '. After his 
death, Claudius caufed him, though univerfally abhorred 
both by the fenate and people, to oe deified with the ufual 
ceremonies. His body was, in all likelihood, conveyed by 
Claudius's order to nome; for Ammianus Marcellinus 
fpeaks of his tomb on the Appian Way, about nine miles 
from, the city ^ (D). 

As 
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(D) Palfurius Sura wrote the 
hiftory of the reign of Gallienus 
( I ) ; and this is all we know of 
him. Coeleilinus, and Maeo- 
nius Aftyanax, quoted by fome 
of the Auguftinc writers, are 
equally ' unknown. They all 
flouriihed under Gallienus ; for 
they fpeak of the tranfa^ons 
of his reign as of things hap- 
pening in their time (2). Vof- 
fius ranks them among the La- 
tin hiftorians (3). Suidflsmen- 
dons one Ephorus of Cunne, 



« Ammian. p. 47ft. 

who wrote the hiftory of Ga- 
lenus, or rather, as others read, 
Gallienus, in twenty-feven 
books (4). Trebellius Pollio 
quotes a palTage from Julius 
Aterianus, much to the credit 
and reputation of Vi£torinus, 
who ufurped the empire in 
Gaul (5). The fame writer 
quotes another paffage out of 
Gallus Antipater, who wrote 
the hiftory of Aureolus, and 
probably of the other tyrants. 
Under Gallienus flouriftied like- « 
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As fdpnasthe tumult, occafioned bytbd ieztho^GzU dtaudius 
lien us, was appeafed, thefoldiers, with loud acclamations,, ^''^^^^'^/^ 
proclaimed Claudius cmperof. Intclligetice! of what had *^t^^* 
happened at Milan reaching Rome on the twenty-fourth of 
March, the fenate immediately affemblcd ; and the letter' 
which Claudius wrote to them being publicly read, they 
unanimoufly confirmed the eledion of the army, proclaim'* 
ed Claudius emperor, and heaped Upon him all the honoui^ 
which had ever been donfeired upon any prince, repeating 
forty times, that they had always wiflied to have Clau- 
dius, or fuch a perfon as Claudius, for empeior '. He was ttUexirM* 
a native of lUyricum, born, according to fome, in Darda- ^i^^ , 
nia, according to others in Dalmatia. Trebellius PoUio ^^JJ^^ 
owns that he knows but very Uttle of his father and*ancef- 
tors, though, after his acceflion to the empire, fome fiat«* 
tering genealogifts pre^tended to derive his pedigree from 
Dardanus and the Trojans. On mod medals he is ftyled 
M, Aurelius Claudius ^. He had no children, but two 
brothers, Quintillus, who fucceeded him, and Crifpus^ 
the father of Claudia, who married Eutropius, and had by 
him- Conftantius, the father of Conftantine the Great. Tha 
nanie of Conftantine was, itfeems, peculiar to the family 
of Claudius ; for one of his fifters was called Conftantina^ 
a name hitherto unknown in hiftory. The prefent empe- 
ror is, by all writers, even by Zozimus, an avowed enemy 
to Conftantine, extolled as one of the beft princes that 
^er governed the empire. He was highly efteemed by the 
emperor Valerian, who firft gave him the command of the 
fifth legion, and afterivards, at the requeftof the fenate, ap-« 
pointed him general of all the troops in Illyricum, which com« 
prehended Thrace, Moefia, Dalmatia, Pannonia, and Dacia« 
Thefame emperor defigned to raife him to the confulfliip, and 
the conunand of the praetorian guards. Gallienus ftood in 
great awe of him ; and, being informed that Claudius dis- 
approved of his condu£l, he did all that lay in his power 
to attach him to his intereft, fent him rich prefents, and 
wrote to Venuftus, his particular friend, charging him, by 
all means, to gain Claudius, and remove all jealoufies and 
fufpicions from his mind« In his letter he ftyled Claudius 
his friend and kinfman. Claudius attended him in his 
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wife Lupercus of Ber3rtu8, ace^ pieces, and was, in many thingS| 
lebrated grammarian, who' preferred to Herodian (6). 
compofed feveral grammatical 

(6) Sold. p. 5$. Vofi; Hilt. Grsec, lib. ai« cap. i^ p. h** 
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wars againft Pofthumius in Gaul> and the Heriili in lUyri- 
cum i and was ordered by him, after the revolt of Aureo^ 
lusr to defend the city of Ticinum or Favia: but in the. 
mean timpt Gallienus nein^ killed* he was» though accord* 
ing to ibme writersi not privy to the confpincjy proclaim** 
ed emperor *. 

His eledion was no fooner confirmed by the fenatCf than 
he attacked Aureolus, who was encamped at ^ fmall di& 
tance from Milan, defeated the troojps under his oomniiandft 
and took the ufurper himfelf prifoner, H^ defigned to 
grant him his life ; but the foldiera killed him without his 
order. After the death of Aureolus, the troops that had 
ferved under him acknowleged ClaudiuSt who immediately, 
led them and the reft of his army againft the Germans* who 
had broken into Italvi and were advanced as far as the 
Lake l$enacus» no^r tago di Garda, near Verona* There 
the emperor defeated them in a pitched ba^tlci cut incre- 
dible numbers of them in pieces, obliged thofet who out*, 
lived the general flaughteri to fave themfelves by a preci- 
pitate flight into their own country, and returning to Rome, 
where he was received with the jgreateft demonurations of 
joy, pafled the remaining part of the year in fettling the af- 
fairs of ftate ; with great prudence and juftice redreiCng. 
all grievances, and tuppreiTing the many abufes aQd difor- 
ders which had prevailed in the late reign. 

In the beginning of the following year be entered upon 
his fecond confulihip, having Faternus for his colleague*, 
and foon after left Rome to make head againft the GothSf 
and other northern nations, who, to the number of three 
hundred and twenty thoufand fighting men, befides women^ 
fervants, and children, had invaded the Roman dominions, 
and committed moft dreadful ravages* The emperor inter- 
cepted them» as they were retiring, loaded with booty,; 
through Upper Moefia. 

As be was upon the point of engaging, he wrote with his 
own hand the following letter to the fenate : ^* I am, con-, 
fcript fathers, in fight of the enemy, and ready to engage 
them : they are three hundred and twenty thoui^nd ftrong* 
If I overcome them, you will not, I hope, be ungrateful ; 
if I (hould not be attended with fuccefs, you will remem- 
ber, that I fi^ht after the reign of Gallienus. The whole 
cm|nre is <)uite fpeat and exhaufted, partly by him, and 
partly by the many tyrants, who, during his adminiftrajtion^ 
nforped the fovereignty, and laid wafte our provinces. We 
want even ihields, fwords, and fpears. The provinces of 
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©aul and Spain, the chief ftrength of the empire, are m 

the hands ot Tetricus. Our archers, to our great fliame, 

arc with-held from us bjr Zcnobia. Whatever, therefore, 

wc perform fuccefsfuUf m our prefent circumft'ances, muft 

be accounted great.'* But notwithftanding thefe difadvafi- atutgshsM 

tages, Claudius intrepidly advanced againft the Barbarians, mmgnAU 

and, after a long and obftinatc difpute, gained one of the ***^ 

greatcft viaories Wcorded in hiftory ; for no fewer than ^'^ '*'^* 

three hundred thoufand of the enemy were killed or taken 

prifoners. The emperor himfelf gave the following account 

of this memorable tattle, itia letter, which he wrote after 

the afUon, to Junius Brocchus, governor of Illyricum : «« Wc 

have utterly defeated an army of three hundred and twenty 

thoufand Goths, and deftroycd their fleet, confiding of two 

thoufahd fail. The "fields &nd Ihores are covered with 

fwords, fliields^ and dead bodies. We have taken fuch 

numbers of captives, that, not to mention the men, two 

or three women will fall to the fliare of each foldier in our 

iridoriotts armyy." Among the prifoners were many 

princes, and perfons of great diftindlion. All the provinces 

of the empire were filled with captites, who were employed 

to till the ground \ and every city could fliew you, fays Pol- 

lio, glorious monuments of the fortune and courage of the 

brave and invincible Claudius. For this viftory the empe* 

for took the fumame of Gothicus \ 

While Claudius was thus employed againft the Barba- 7^^^^^^ 
rian^, Zenobia, having overcome Probus, who commanded ^^i^- 
a body of troops in Egypt, reduced that province, and, af- f^fi* 
ter a I longfiege, took and deftrpyed Bruchium, the cita- 
I del .of Alexandria. Probus, finding he could not efcape 

! falling into the hands of the viflonous queen, difpatched 

himfelf with his own fword. In the following year, when 
Antiochianus and Orphitus were confuls, the emperor, 
I having nothing to fear from the Barbarians, refolved to 

inarch againft Zenobia, who held all the provinces in the 
i Eaft ; but was prevented by a violent plague which broke 

^m in his army, and made a dreadful haVock of his men. 
The emperor himfelf was carried off by the raging diftem- Yr. of FI. 
per, at Sirmiumin Pannonia, in the nfty-fixth vear of his 161 g, 
age, after he had reigned, according to the mou probable ^- j?- »7o. 
opinion, two years, and one month •. In him centred, ^^''*^'^' 
fays Trebellius Pollio, the moderation of Auguftus, theva- nks^ ^^ tk 
lour of Trajan, the piety of Antoninus, and all the virtues ofCiamHui. 
of the good princes who had reigned before him *». He may 

y Claud. Vit. p. %o^ * GoU«. p. iiS^ ^ ZoC p. 654* 
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he truly faid jto have fuftained, during his (hort» but gl<y- 
rious reign, the tottering empire, and to have reftored it to 
its former luftre. The fenate not only beftowed divine ho- 
nours upon him after his death, but devoted in the place 
where they aflembled, a (hield of gold, on whichwas en* 
graved his imag^. This fliield was to be fisen in the reign 
of CopllaQtine the Greats ThjC people ereded at their own 
expence two fta^ues, one of gold ten feet high» which they 
placed by that of Jupiter in the Capitol, and another of 
{ilyer in the fprum, weighing.fifteen hundred pounds, and 
reprcfentipg the emperor in his triumphal robes. 

Uppp thie death of Claudius the fepate and people of 
Hpme proclaimed his brother Quintillus emperor^ ^ho was 
then ^t Aq^ilei^, in which city he was murdered by hi^ 
fol^icrs, after a fliort reign of feventeep days, for attempts 
}ng to enforce, whh too much feverity, the difcipline of 
the primitive times. Thus Trebellius Pollip: but Zofi- 
mus an4 Zpnarus** tell us, that Quintillus, hearing Au- 
irelian had been acknowlfcged emperor by the army in Pan/- 
pqni^f and finding bis own troops ready to revolt, by the 
ladvice of his friends, caufed his veips to be opened, and 
thus put ap ^nd to his life and reign. Moft writers fpeak of 
him ^S a prince in every refpe£t equal to his brother. Upon 
his d^ath the fen^te readily confirmed the ele£tion of Aurer 
Han, and honoured him with the title of Auguftus. He 
yv'd§, acj:ording to mpft writers, a native of Sirmium in 
jPannonia, of a mean defcent, but univerfally admired on 
accpynj^ of his extraordinary (Irength and cpurage. He had 
diftipguiflied himfelf under the emperors Valerian, Gallie- 
^us» and Claudius^ in their wars with the Barbarians, of 
whom he is faid to have killed with his own hand forty- 
jpight in one engagein^nt^ and in Several others nine hun- 
dred 3pd fifty ; whence fongs were made upon his exploits, 
^d fung publicly by the youth on feftival days. As there 
fver^ two Aurelians at the fam^ time in the army, and both 
tribpnes, the foldiers ufed to diftinguifli the prefent Aure- 
|i^o >yith the furnamc of Manu ad Ferrftm, that is, Hanrf 
fg the Szvordj fo ready was he, op. all pccafiops, to draw 
hi? fwprd, ^nd encoupter ):hc epemy^ He >yas a ftri£l; 
pbferver of military difcipline, and punifhed with the ut^ 
mpft feverity the fmalleft pegleft of duty, and the lead inr 
juj-y offered by his foljdiers tp any of the inhabitants of the 
provinces through vi^hich he marched. He was, when pror 
plajmed emperpr^ commapder in chief of the cavalry, to 
^hich pod he had raifed himfelf from the low ilation of a 
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common foldier '• From Sirmium, where be was faluted 
emperor by the whole army, after the death of Claudius, 
lie repaired to Rome, and was received^^both by the fenate 
and people, with extraordinary demonftrationsof joy ; but 
before he could fettle affairs in the metropolis of the em- 
pire, he was obliged to return haftily to Pannoniay the 
Gothsj notwithftanding their late dreadful overthrow, hav- 
ing again broken into that province. Aurelian engaged 
them, and the battle continued, without any conGderable 
advantage on either fide, till night, when the enemy re- 
paffed the Danube, and next day fent ambaffadors to fue 
for peace; which Aurelian. readily granted them, being in- 
formed that the Alemanni, the Juthongx, whofe country 
bordered upon Rhaetia, and the Marcomanni, threatened Conchdesa 
to invade Italy itfelf, and were committing dreadful ra- ^f^^*^''* 
vages and devaftations in fcveral parts. 

Againft thefe nations, therefore, Aurelian led the flower HedefioH 
of his army, and, meeting them in Vindelicia, which com- fe^veral 
prehended all Bavaria, and great part of Suabia, he put ^"•?'«« 
them to flight, and deftroyed vaft numbers as they attempt- ^^^'^^' « 
ed to pafs the Danube. Difpirited by this defeat they 
offered to renew their ancient alliance with Rome, provided 
they were allowed to return unmolefted into their own 
country ; for Aurelian had cut off their retreat, and de- 
tached part of his army to guard the banks of the Danube. 
The emperor, elated with his vidory, would liften to no nuho m* 
terms j a circumftance which threw the enemy into the ut- '^^kelefr 
moft defpair. After various confultations they refolved at ^^^^^h^ 
length to enter Italy, fince they could not return to their 
own country ; and accoMngly, finding the paffes unguard- 
ed (for Aurelian apprehended no attempt of that nature), 
they advanced, before the emperor came up with them, as 
far as Placentia. There Aurelian attacked them; but 
after having loft moft of his troops, was totally defeated, ^dputthi 
The Barbarians elated with fo fignal a vidory, purfued *9tp$r9rn 
their march, not doubting but they (hould be able to take -^'i'^^*. 
Rome itfelf. But in the mean time Aurelian, having ral- 
lied bisdifperfed troops, and reinforced them with the le- 
gions quartered in Illyricum, came unexpectedly upon the 
enemy in the neighbourhood of Fanum Fortunae, now Faho, hit an im 
and gave them a dreadful overthrow. Such as efcaped from *^*^^ 
the firft battle were flain in two others, one of which was ^' ^* 
fought near Placentia, and the other on the plains of Ti- 
cinum. Thus was the whole multitude almoft extermi- 
nated K 

f Aurel. Vit p. »ii, sidein ibid. p. 915, tx6, Dexipp. Le« 

ga\ p. 7—11. 

C 4 While 



Tki Fan- 
4tUs de» 



f 4 the Koman Hiftary, 

Wbile the emperor was preparing to return: to Rome^ 
news were brought him, that the Vatidalfi had paiTed the 
Danubej under the condu6i of two of their kings, and fe** 
veral other princes. This intelligence obliged him to haftea 
' to the defence of the threatened ptovinces. The VgndaU 
letired upon his approach i the empcror» however, purfued 
and overtook them before thejr reached the Danube, cut 

Irreat numbers of them in pieces, and oUiged the reft to 
ae for peace ; which he granted upon their delivering the 
fioitd. £^j^g ^f jj^gjj^ j^^ kings, and fev^rai other perfons of great 
diftindlion, as hoftages. He incorporated two thoufand 
of their beft men in his army, and ordered the reft to be 
fuppUed with provifions at the public expence, till they 
reached the Danube. ^ Aurelian having thus happily ter- 
minated the wars with the Goths, Germans, and Vandals^ 
returned to Rome, and, in the beginning of the following 
vear entered upon his firft confulfliip, with his colleague 
Kumerius Ceionius Virius Bafius. As feveral difturbances 
had been excited in Rome during his abfence, he punifhed 
the authors of them with great feverity. Trebellius PoUio 
tells us, that though he was in other refpeds an excellent 
|»rince, he often fuffered his pafiion to get the better of his 
reafoui and puniihed, with exceffive rigour, faults which 
Jureiiam aD humane prince would have Overlooked. He put feveral 
^ranj^ts fgnatofS to death upon the depofition of a fingle witnefs % 
^^fthli' ^^^ ^^^^ encouraged the accufations of perfons who deferv- 
mau and^ ^^ "^ credit \ a weaknefs which much leffened the reputation 
f9bpU with he had gained by his exploits in the field, and eftranged 
kuffvi' from him the minds both of the fenate and people. This 
^9* fear» with the confent and applbbation of the fenate, he 

undertook the reparation of the city walls, which he like^ 
wife ettefided \ fo that they were near fifty miles in com^ 
yafs^. This great work was not accomplifhed till the lat- 
ter end of the reign of Probus '. 
Yr« of n. In the following year, when Quietus and Voldumianus 
ftSie. were confuls, Aurelian having fettled aflairs in Pannonia, 
«'i?' *7** Italy, and at Rome^ left the city once more, and fet out 
V, C. ie*o. f^j. ^jjg gj^g^ ^^ humble the celebrated Zenobia, who, to 
Vtmttrehis *^^ ^^^^^ difgrace of the empire, had poffefied for feveral 
miMinfl years moft of the eaftern provinces. This queen, oiie of the 
Jf««^M. moft illuftrious women mentioned in hiftory, is ftyled on 
feveral medals Septimia Zenobia ^ \ whence fome writers 
conclude bfcr to have been allied to the family of the em- 
peror Septimiustieverus. She pret<inded to derive her pe* 
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digrce from tbe Cleopatras and Ptolcmicf of Egypt, and Uertx* 
her family was one of the moft confpicuous in tne Eaft. traffioH^ 
She was well vexfed in polite literature, underftood f^ndua, 
dioroughly the Egyptian, Ureek, and Latin languagea, ^^'' 
and in the knowiege of hiftory exoelled moft men of her ^*^ ** 
time* She is even laid to have compiled an abridgement of 
the Egyptian and Oriental hiftorians, which was in great 
requeu among the learned. St* Atbanafius writes, that 
flie profefled the Jewifli religion; and is therein follow* 
ed by Abulfarajius ^. She married the celebrated Ock- 
nattts, prince of Palmyra, and afterwards partner in th^ 
empire with Gallienus. She had a great ibare in th^ 
many fignal vi£):ories gained by her huiband over the 
Perfians, suid is affirmed to have been no lefs courageous 
than that brave commander, and equally experienced in 
military aflairs* Upon his death flie arrayed her three fons, 
Herennianus, Timolaus, and Vhaballat, in purple, caufed 
them to be acknowleged by all the eaftern provinces as joint 
emperors of Ro(ne, and obliged them to conform to the 
Roman cuftoms, and ufe the Latin tongue inftead of the 
Greek, which was fpoken by other eaftern princes. As 
they were under age, fiie governed in their name, with the 
title of Queen of the Eaft, for the fpace of five or fix years, 
diicharging each duty of an excellent ruler and experienced 
oommander, with all the prudence and intrepidity of a man. 
She (hewed great wifdom in her counfels, was fteady in 
her refolotions, kind and generous to perfons of merit, but 
inexorable when feverity was judged necefiarr* She lived 
with all the grandeur of a queen, imitating tne pomp and 
magnificence of the Perfian monarchs,and caufing all who 
approached to fall proftrate before her, after the manner of 
the Perfian court* She often appeared at the head of her 
troops, armed with a helmet, and arrayed with the impe- 
rial robes, harangued them, and marching with them many - 
miles on foot. In imitation of the Roman emperors, (he 
gave magnificent entertainments, not fcrupling, on thefe 
occafions, to drink plenlifully with the officers of her army, 
and the Perfian and Armenian ambafiadors, though other- 
wife very fobcr and temperate ". 

In the reign of Gailienus ftie defeated Heraclianus ( and Her nt* 
by this overthrow remained in peaceable pofleffion of all pkits. 
Syria and Mefopotamift) to. which (he added Egypt while 
Ciaudiua was engrofled by the GK>thic war* Not fatisfied 
with thefe acquifitionsi in the reign of Aurelian (he feieed 
on great part of Ada, and attempted to reduce Bithynia •• 
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Anreliftti, delirous to terminate her ufurpation, ordered all 
his forces to affemble in llljrricum ; and early in the fprins 
direAed his march through Thrace, where he engaged and 
repuMed feveral barbarous nations, who had made irrupdons 
into that province. He even paiTed the Danube, and in an 
engagement with Caunabaud, a Gothic prince, flew him, 
and five thoufand of his men p. Having thus defeated the 
Goth8> he purfued his march to Byzantium, and eroding 
the Bofporus, entered Bithynia, which immediately ful^ 
mitted. From Bithynia he advanced into Cappadocia, 
where the inhabitants of Tyana fliut their gates againft him ; 
an infult which fo incenfed Aurelian, that he fwore he 
would not leave a dog alive in the place. His foldiers at>- 
tacked it with great fbry; but were, in their repeated 
aflaults, repulfed with confiderable lofs by the inhabitant^, 
till one of them, named Heraclammon» b>etrayed his coun- 
try and fellow-citizens to the enemy. 

From Tyana Aurelian marched his army to Antioch, de- 
feated the troops of Zenobia in the neighbourhood of that 
city, and entered in triumph the metropolis of Syria. This 
viiftory, however, coft him dear; for the Palmyrenians 
(fo the troops of Zenobia are ftyled by biftorians) fought 
with incredible bravery, and the Komans owed the viftory 
rather to art than valour 5 for, obferving the enemy*s 
cavalry heavily armed, they immediately fled ; and facing 
about unexpeftedly, when they were fpent with the long 
purfuit, put them eafily in diforder, and gained a com- 
plete vidory ^. From Antioch Aurelian purfued his march 
to Emefii, whither Zenobia had retired with her army, con- 
fiding of feventy thoufand men. Under her commanded 
Zabas, or Zabdas, a man of great courage and experience, 
who had fignalized himfelf in the Perfian wairs in the time 
of Odenatus* After feveral flcirmiflies with various fuccefs, 
both armies came to a general engagement, in which the 
Roman horfe were broken at the fim onfet ; but their in- 
fantry, attacking the enemy both in front and flank, left 
naked and expofed by the departure of their cavalry, who 
were purfuing the Romans, obliged them, after a long and 
obftinate difpute, to give ground, and flielter themfelves 
behind the walls of Emefa ; which place, however, they 
abandoned>^at the approach of the vi£lorious army, and re- 
tired with Zenobia to Palmyra, whither Aurelian clofely 
purfued them, though greatly harafled in his march by the 
Syrian robbers, who cut ofi^ great numbers of his men. 
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He immediately invefted the place, hoping to carry it by Falmj^rm 
aflattlt ; but all his efforts proving unfuccefsf ui, he began to ^^^ 
batter it with ai^ incredible number of warlike machines. 
The befieged, animated by the example of their queen, not 
only repulfed the aggreflbrs with (bowers of arrows, darts* 
and ftonesybut infulted them from the walls, without fpar- 
ing the emperor himfelf } who being at length quite ex« 
haufted with the toils and fatigues of fo long a fiege, wrote 
a letter to Zienobia, exhorting her to furrender, and pro- 
mifing to fpare her life. To this letter Zenobia returned the 
following anfwer : '* No man ever before you made fuch a ZmMdi 
demand. It is not by letters, but valour, that vou muft Mfwit m 
induce me to fubmit. You cannot but know, tnat Cleo- ^^^f^ 
patra chofe rather to die than live under Auguftus, not- ^J^'aJ- 
withftanding the great promifes he made her. I expeA ^^^^ 
daily the Perfians, Baracens, and Armenians, who are all 
battening to my relief ; and what will then become of yott 
and your army, whom the robbers of Syria" have put to 
flight ? You will then lay afide that pride and prefump^ 
* tion with which you command me to furrendcr» as if you 
were the conqueror of the univerfe '." Aurelian, enraged 
at this anfwer, immediately ordered a general aflault^ but 
was repulfed with great lofs. However, he defeated the 
Peirfians, who were "coming to the relief of the place \ and 
partly by menaces, partly by promifes, prevailed upon the 
Armenians and Saracens to join him againft the queen* 
whom they were come to aflUt. Zenobia, finding herfelf 
4iifappointed of the fuccours which flie had long expefted* 
and defpairing of being able to hold out much longer with 
her own forces, refolved to withdraw privately irom the 
city into Perfia, and folicit in perfon more powerful fup« 
plies. Accordingly (he departed in the dead of the night, 
with a fmall retinue, mounted on camels, carrying with 
her part of her jewels and treafures : but Aurelian, who Yr. of FL 
was very vigilant, having had timely notice of her flight, tHu 
detached a party of horfe after the fugitive queen ; who, ^•^* •7J« 
coming up with her as (he was ready to crofs the Euphrates '^*'* 
in a boat, feized her, and carried her to Aurelian, who ztn9biA 
from that moment began to look upon himfelf as the con- taktih ^d 
queror and fole lord of the £aft. When (he was brought lfniighti§ 
into his prefence, he a(ked her, what had prompted her to ^^^^* 
take up arms againft, and infult over, the emperors of 
Rome r To this queftion the queen replied, with no lefs 
intrepidity thai> a44refS| that (he looked upon him, indeed, 
y^ho knew how to conquer, as emperor i but as for GaL* 
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Uellu9y AurcolttSy atid fuch as refembled thein> ihe had ne- 
t€t thought them worthy of that name '. 

The eity of Palmyra ftill refifted, and fome of the inha^ 
Ulants were againft fttbmitting upon any terms whatever; 
but others faed for mercy^ and, upon the emperor's pro- 
-ttiifing to grant them their livesi opened their sates to the 
*Conqueror» who fpared the inhabitants^ but ftripped the 
city of all' its wealthy and appointed Sandarton governor of 
the place, with five hundred archers, and other troops, un* 
der his command ^ After this atchievement, the emperor 
returned to Emefa, carrying with him the captive queen, 
whofe death the foldiers demanded with loud clamours ; 
hut the emperor thought it beneath his dignity t6 fpiil the 
hloc>d of a woman, efpecially as fhe had with great ihtrepi^ 
dity defended the eaftern provinces againft the Perfians, and 
other neighbouring nations, during the domeftic difturb*- 
ances that prevailed in every part of the empire. The fame 
of this victory foon reached the moft diftant nations, wha 
-all ftrove, with folemn embaffies and rich prefents, to gain 
the ffiendftiip of the Conqueror of Zenobia (E). Aurehan^ 
having thus recovered, and fettled in peace, the eaftern pro- 
vinces, returned by Chalcedon and Byzantium into Europe^ 
carry itig'wrth him his iiluftrious captive. 

He defeated, on his march through Thrace, the Carpi, 
inrho had invaded that province ; but at the fame time he 
was informed, that the inhabitants of Palmyra had revolted, 
put the Roman governor and garrifon to the fword, and 
proclaimed a ktnfman of ZenoSa, named Aehilleus, or, aa 
Zofimus calls him, Antiochus, their fovereign. Upon this 
intelligence, the emperor, returning with great expedition^ 
arrived at Palmyra before the inhabitants had any notice of 
his march, took the city without oppofition, and put all the 
inhabitants to the fword, without diftin£tion of fek^ age, 

* Trigint Tyran. cap» ag, pt 199. < Anrt Vit. p. %i^ 



(£) Hormifdas, or, as £tt- 
tyqhius calls him, Hormoz al 
Uorri, who had fucceeded; his 
father Sapor in the kingdom of 
Perfia, fent to the emperor,, a- 
mongft other prefents, a cha- 
riot' enriched with gold, iilver, 
and ptiecioug flones of ah ihelti- 
mable value, and a fcariet man- 
tle of fuch a lively colour, that 



the Romans had never feen any 
but what came infinitely ihort 
of it. Aurelian, and after him 
Probus andDioclefian, enchant- 
ed with its extraordinary bright* 
nefs and beauty, fent, but to 
no efie£^, perfons into the Baft, 
to difcover the art of dying to 
fuch an esctraordinaiy per- 
fection (1). 
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•r condUion "* H^ had Mt qiutted the Eaft, ^nthtn he te* 7-^, rtvoit 
ceived ^vicci that Sgypt bad revolted, and proclaimed em* o/Fimus* 
peror oae Firmui, or rather Firmu«, as he is ftyled on fuch 
of his medal$ «$ hare reached our time9 ^« He was a nap- 
tive of 3dkiicia in $yria» hut poflefled an immenfe eftate hi 
Egypt, and carried on an advantageous ttade with the Sar 
nuDenaf^ the Blemyesy a people of Ethiopia, and the inha- 
bitants of India ; for he ufed to boaft, that, with bia pro- 
fits alone upon paper and glue, he conld maintain a whole 
army*^ Vopifcus relates wonderful things of his flrength 
and appetite* He was greatly attached to Zenobia, and, to 
fupport her party and intereft, aflumed the title of Auguf^ 
tus, made himfelf mailer of Egypt, and ftopped the com 
which it ufed to fend yearly to Home. Aurelian marched 
againft him with that expedition which was peculiar to 
him i andf being attended with his ufual.fuccefs, overcame 
the afurper, ftormed a ftrong caftle to which he fled, and^ 
having taken him prifoner* caufed him to be publicly ex* 
ecuted'. 

Havinfg dius fupprefled the troubles in the Eaft, he re# 
turned the fecond time to Europe, with a defign to recovet^ 
and reunite to the empire, the provinces of Gaul, Spatiif ^ 
and Britain, which were governed by Tetricus. This de» 
fign he eafily compafied> Tetricus himfelf, no longer able 
to reftrain die continual diforders and mutinies of his troops, 
inviting him privately into Gaul ^ Hovirever, a battle was Gauln* 
fou|^t n^ar Chalins on the Mame ; during which, Tefri* dua^ 
cus voluntarily furrendering to Aurelian, his troops, defti* 
tute of a leader, werecut in pieces« Thus was Gaul, after 
it had been held for the fpace of thirteen years by dif« 
ferent tyrants, united again to the empire. Towards the 
end of this year, when Tacitus, afterwards emperor, and 
Placidianus, were confuls, Aurelian returned to Rome# 
where he was received with the moft magni^cent triumph 
the city had ever beheld. There were four royal and ftately AMnlioHU 
ehariots : the firft, which had belonged to Odenatus, was tntrnth* 
entirely covered with filver, gold, and jewek ; another^ 
equally rich and magnificent, was a prefent to Aurelian 
froqfi the king of Ferfia ;. the third was Zenohia's own cfaa«* 
riot^; and the fourth, which was drawn by four ftags, had 
been iaken by Aurelian from a Gothic prince^ In the htter 
the emperor himfelf made his entry. Thefe chariots were 
preceded by twenty elephants, and great variety of wild 
beafts from diiferent countries. Next came eight hundred 
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couple of gladiators, followed by an incredible number of 
captives of different nations, with their hands tied behind 
their backs, namely, Godls, AlanSf Roxolans^ Sarmatians^ 
Franks, Suevians, Vandals, Alemans, Blemyes, Auxumites^ 
Arabians, Eudsemonians, Indians, Badrians, Iberians, Sa- 
racens, Armenians, Perfians ; the P^lmyrenians who had 
cfcaped the late flaughter, fomc Egyptians engaged in the 
late rebellion of Firmius, and ten Gothic women, whom 
Aurelian had taken fighting in the habit of men. Thefe 
were followed by Tetricus in a fcarlet robe, and his fon, 
with whom he had divided the empire. Next to them 
marched Zenobia, whofe uncommon be;iuty, noble ftature, 
and majeftic mien, attracted the eyes of the (|)e£kators, and 
feemed to eclipfe the grandeur and luftre of the emperor 
himfelf. She was bound with chains of gold, which other 
perfons fimported, apparelled with the richeft ttflues and 
robes^ and \o loaded with pearls and precious ftones, that 
flie was often obliged to halt, being ready to fink under fo 
great a burden. Zenobia was followed by the emperor's 
triumphal chariot, the fenate in a body, the people of Romc» 
with their various ftandards, and the vi£korious legions, horfe 
and foot, in rich and fplendid armour, with crowns of lau- 
rel on their heads, and branches of palm-trees, the fymbot 
of viftory, in their hands. The fenate, however, in the 
midft of the public rejoicings, betrayed no fmall concern 
to fee Tetricus, one of their own body, who had even been 
conful, led in triumph. In the Capitol Aurelian faciificed 
to Jupiter the four (lags that had drawn his chariot, in 
compliance with a vow he had made. From the Capitol. 
he proceeded to the palace, attended by the fenate, and 
fuch crowds of people, that the day was far advanced before 
he could reach it. The next and leveral following days, he 
diverted the people with plays, races in the circus, (hews of 
gladiators, combats of wild beafts, fea-fights in the Nau« 
machia, and all forts of entertainments *. 
His ktuM- He treated his illuftrious captives with great humanity and 
nityto- kindnefs. To Zenobia he gave lands and pofle(fion$ in the 
^Wif W neighbourhood of Tibur, now Tivoli, fu(ficient to maintain 
HgrVhU^ her according to her rank* She lived on that eftate, fays 
^iHi Trebellius PoUio, like a Roman matron, with her children, 
that is, according to Zonaras, with her daughters, whom 
Aurelian took under his prote£tion, and married to perfons 
mnd to- of the firft quality in Rome *• The emperor (hewed no lefs 
wards Te- clemency to Tetricus than to Zenobia. To make fome 
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amende for the injury he had done him, by leading hkn like 
a captive in triumph, he heaped many honours upon him^ 
ftyling him his colleague, his fellow-foldier, and even ho- 
nouring him fometimes with the title of emperor* He ap- 
pointed him governor of Lucania, telling him pleafantly, 
that it was more to his reputation to govern a province of 
Italy, than to reign beyond the Alps •*• He treated with 
the fame humanity and good -nature young Tetricus, whom 
he had led in triumph with his father, fufFering him to con- 
tinue in the fenate, and leaving his eftate untouched, which 
he tranfmitted to his pofterlty, who lived at Rome, under 
the fucceeding princes, in great fplendor, efteemed and re- 
vered by perfons of all ranks. 

The next confuls were, Aurelian the fecond time, and 
C. Julius Capitolinus* This year the emperor continued at 
Rome ; and, being now diverted by no foreign or domef- 
tic wars» he applied himfelf wholly to the reformation of 
feveral abufes which had prevailed in the time of Gallienus, 
and which Claudius had not been able to fupprefs during 
his ihort reign. He made feveral regulations^ which gain- Yr. of Ft 
ed hini the affeflions of the people, whom he had eftranged ^^^^ 
from him, in the beginning of his reign, by his cruelty, to ^'^P**^** 
which he had naturally a gr<?at inclination. To the boun- ''^*** 
ties of the emperors his predeceffors, who had cftablifhcd Si^vtral 
funds for diftributing bread and oil among the people, he ngmlatmi 
added a certain portion of hogs«fle(h to be given with the «m^^ 
bread and oil \ and encreafed the latter largefs by the addi- ^^^^l 
tion of an ounce to each pound. He even defigned to ef- 
tablifh a fund for diftributing a certain quantity of wine 
among them ; but was either prevented by death from put- 
ting his defign in execution, or perfuaded from it by the 
captain of the guards, who told him, that if he allowed the 
populace wine, they would next expeftgeefe and chickens *. 
He appointed, that Egypt ihould fupply the city of Rome 
yearly with a certain quantity of glafs, paper, linen, and 
feveral other things, that were either the natural growth, 
or manufafture of that country **. He caufed wharfs to be 
built along the banks of the Tiber, and the channel of that 
river to be cleanfed. 

But nothing more obliged perfons of all ranks than his ge- Htsgnnn^ 
neroufly remitting whatever was owing this year by private fij^* 
perfons to the treafury, and his publicly burning in the fo- 
rum of Trajan all the papers, bonds, and regifters, relating 
to/uch debts. At the fame time be publifhed an a£t of obli* 
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vion with refpefl to all crimes committed againft the ftate to' 
that day. From that time forward he puniilied with the ut« 
moft feverity fuch as accufed others, without being able to 
ctlablifh their charge. He framed many wholefome laws, 
by which he is faid to have purged Rome of all profefled 
lewdnefs, irreligion, and wicked arts. Finding that eunuchs 
began to be fold at a very great rate, he fixed the number 
which each perfon might keep of fuch flavesj according to 
their different ranks. He enaded rigid laws againft adul* 
tery, and punifhed with death one of his own domeftics 
guilty of that crime. He would fuffer none to keep women 
free-born for concubines. His domeftics, freedmen, and 
flaves, he kept in great awe, cautihe them to be feverely 
beaten in his prefence for the fmalleit faults, and deliver- 
ing them up, when guilty of tranlgreffing the laws, to the 
Hi hutldsm civil magiftrates ^ About this time be built and confecrat- 
magmficent gj ^ moft magnificent temple to the Sun, of which fre- 
'tkf^Sun! ^^^^ mention is made in hiftory ; and embelli(hed it with 
nch and coftly ornaments. It wag one of the moft ftately 
' and magnificent ftrudures in Rome* The gold veflels be* 
longing to it weighed fifteen hundred pounds. He likewife 
. . , enriched the Capitol, and moft of the temples in the city^ 
with prefents of great value fcnt him by foreign princes \ 
He extended the jurifdidion of the pontiiFs, encreafed their 
revenues, and eftabtilhed funds for repairing temples^ and" 
for the falaries of the inferior minifters. 
A^reaifi' Towards the end of the year, a dangerous fedition wag 
dithn im excited in Rome by the perfons employed in the mint, who* 
Romi^ having, by a notorious breach of truft, coined a great quan« 
tity of falfe money, to avoid the puni(bment due to their 
crime, joined in a body, under the condu£l of one Felicffli- 
mus, formerly a flave, but appointed by Aurefian one of the 
receivers of the treafury ; thefe ihfurgents raifed fuch dif- 
turbances, that the emperor was obliged to order his troops 
to march againft them, whom they received drawn up in 
order of battle on Mount Coelius ; killed feven thoufand of 
them } but were in thefequeU though they foijkg^ht with the 
moft defperate bravery, overcomib, and punifhed with the 
utmoft feverity. This infurre£tion being quelled, the em- 
peror called in all the falfe coin, and iflued true money in 
its room. Soon after this feditioui he put feveral fenatprs 
to death, and likewife the ion, or, as others will have it^ 
the daughter, of bis own fifter, for faults not fpecified in 
hiftory, but only faid not to have deferved fuch a fevere 
puniQiment '• 
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Tbwards the clbfe of this, or the bcginnitig of the follow- Aurelian 
ing year, when Aurelian was conful the third time, with marchet 
Marcellinus, fome difturbances happened in Gaul, which ^^^ ^'"'^» 
obliged the emperor to quit Rome, an4haften thither. All /^^^/^y/; 
we know of this expedition is, that Gaul was reftored to turbances 
its former tranquility ; and that the emperor, marching from tfure. 
that province into Vindclicia, obliged the Barbarians, who 
had made an irruption on that fide, to repafs the Danube *". 
From Vindelicia the emperor marched into lUyricum ; Heabatim 
and finding the province of Dacia in the hands of the tionstotht 
Barbarians, who had feized it in the reign of Galiienus, he ^^'f/T 
did not think it worth his while to recover a country, which, f!;!,^ «> ^ 
he was well apprifed, he could not mamtam m the midft j)ada. 
of fo many barbarous nations. He therefore withdrew 
the Roman troops from the few forts they ftill held beyond 
the Danube, and refigned to the inhabitants, who had been 
driven out by the Barbarians, part of Moefia and Dardania. 

From Illyricum the emperor marched into Thrace, with a 
defign to pafs the winter there, and early in the fpring to 
crofs over into Afia, and lead his army againft the Ferfians, 
upon what provocation, hiilory does not inform us : but 
while he was wholly intent upon this war, death put a pe- 
riod to this, and his other vaft defigns. Hiftorians give us j f^j^i^ 
the following account of his unhappy end : he fufpefted racy form- 
Mneftheus, one of his freedmen and fecretaries, ofextor- tdagainfi 
tion, and had threatened to punifli him. Mneftheus, pro- ^^* 
bably guilty of the crime laid to his charge, and well ac- 
quainted with the emperor's cruel and inflexible temper, re- 
folved to fruftrate his defign. Accordingly, counterfeiting 
his matter's hand, he wrote a roll of the names of the chirf 
officers in the army, and, among the reft, his own \ and, 
(hewing it to thpfe whofe names he had fet down, told 
them, that he had found it in the emperor's clofet ; that 
they were all doomed to deftru£kion ; and that only by fome 
defperate attempt they could avert their impending ruin. 
They all believed him, and, prompted partly by fear, partly Yr. of Fl. 
by indignation, to fee Aeir fervices thus rewarded, took, *6»3« 
without hefitation, the refolution fuggeftcd to them by m'/?'*^^ 
Mneftheus \ and a few days after, as the army was march- 
ing to a place named Caenophrurium, that is, the new cajile^ UeU mw* 
half-way between Byzaptium and Heraclea, they fell upon derid% 
the emperor fword in hand, while he was attended only by 
a fmall guard, and difpatched him with many wounds. The 
emperor muft have been killed about the latter end of Ja- 
nuary, for his death was known at Rome on the third of 
February of the year 275, fo that he had reigned five fuU 
^ Zonar. pt a40« 
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years ; and livedy according to the moil: probable opinion, 
bxty-three K His death did not remain unpuniihed ; for 
the officers, who had killed him, finding foon after, that 
they had been impofed upon by MneftbeuSy threw him to 
the wild beafts, and built a magnificent temple and tomb to 
the honour of the deceafed emperor, in the place where he 
had been killed, the whole army folemnizing his obfequies 
with the utmoft pomp and magnificence. All thofe who 
were engaged in the confpi racy were either cut in pieces on 
the fpot by the enraged foldiery, or afterwards executed 
under his fucceiTors Tacitus and Frobus. His death was 
much lamented by the feiiate, who, at the lequeft of the 
army, ranked him among the gods ; but more by the people, 
whom he had gained with greater bounties and largefies 
than they had ever received from any of his predecefTors. 
His cka- Aurelian is commonly ftyled the reftorer of the empire, 

raSer. which, after the evils it had fuflFered by the captivity of Va- 
lerian, and indolence of Gallienus, began to revive under 
Claudius, and was by Aurelian reftored to its former ftrength 
and luftre. He delivered Italy from the incurfions of the 
Alemanni, refcued the Eaft from the (hameful yoke of a 
woman, humbled the Perfians, flill elated with the capti- 
vity of Valerian, reunited Gaul to the empire, and reftored 
to nome Thrace and lUyricum, over-ran and oppreffcd by 
the Barbarians. His arms were dreaded, and his friendfliip 
courted) by the moil diftant nations. He was a prince of 
great bravery, prudence, and generoiity ; but as his cruelty 
overbalanced all his other good qualities, he is by Vopif- 
cus, and moft other writers, ranked not among the good, 
but the ufeful princes (F). * 

1 Aur. Vit. p. tfti, Aur. Via. E'pit. Zof. p. 66 1. 

(F) Under Aurelian flou- tells us, that he and fome other 
riftied two celebrated philofo- philofophcrs were feafted at 
phers, Longinus and Amelius. Athens by Longinus, on Pia- 
The former, named Caffius to*s birth-day (2). Lon^nus 
Longinus, and likewife Diony- was not only a great philofb- 
iius, which name is prefixed to pber, but the befl critic and 
his treatife on the fublime, is by orator of his age, and fo well 
moft writers thought to have verfed in the various branches 
been a native of Athens (1). of literature, that he was com • 
He profefled and taught the monly llyledatreafureofknow- 
philofophy of Plato, and had lege, and a living library (3). 
the celebrated philofopher Por- He taught Zenobia the Greek 
{)li3rriu8 for his difciple, who tongue, efpoufed her caufe with 

(i) Jobnf. lib. ill. cap. 14. p. %%^ (a) Eufeb. Praepftr. 

£vang. lib. x. cap. 3. p. 464. Plot, Vit. p. 14. (3) Dunap. 

cap. a. p. 17. Plot. Vit, p> ij* 

great 
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Ap M ihfi frixmf9l oSi^trs io the 9€mif liad hten coa* 
C^jxi^A ioi th^ d^tb of Aurdian^ the iolikrs, by whom be 
W9» gr^atlf belovedi not able to prevail upon themfelTes to 
Qpfl^oate one of them in his room, w/ote to the fenate^ 
^cqULSinfiDg th^aa with the death of the etufjeroT, and re- q-hearm 
firing the choice oi a new prince to them. Wben theur refer the 
letter was rejid) Tacitus, who was at that dme prince of eleSion of a 



great warmth againft Aurelian, 
and was fuppofed to have dic- 
tated the letter which that prin- 
cefs Wrote to^the emperor dur- 
ing the fiege of Palmyra. That 
ktter fo provoked Aurelian, 
that, upon the redu^ion of the 
place, he cauied the fuppofed 
;iutbor of it to be put to death ; 
which be filtered with great firm- 
Aiefs jHwi intrepidity, cpnfoling 
thofe who were afTei^ed with his 
misfortune. Suidas i^entions fe- 
veral philological pieces pub- 
liibed by Longinus (4); but 
tgkes no notice of his treatife on 
the fublime, the only entire 
work of Longinus which has 
reached our times, and fully 
^nfwers the great idea which 
the ancients raife in us of its 
Author. 

Amelius, againfi: whom Lon- 
ginus wrote, "was a philofopher 
of great reputation among the 
Platonics (5). He was difciple 
to Plotinus, and greatly attach- 
ed to him ; for he lived twenty- 
four years with him at Rome, 
from the third year of Philip 
to the firft of Claudius, that is, 
from the year 246, to the begin- 
ning of 269 (6). He was a very 
laborious man, and is laid to 
have competed an hundred vo> 
lumes, containing only what he 



had heard of Plotinqs in thf; 
frequent conferences that phi»- 
lofopher had held with him!* 
and others of the fame fe6l (7); 
Amelius and Plotinus were, in 
the opinion of Longinus, the 
only philofophers, who, in his 
time, publi(hed works worth 
peruiing (8).* 

Some hiftorians too fiouriih.^ 
ed under Aurelian, to wit, Cal- 
licrates of Tyre, whom Vopif- 
cus ftyles the moft learned of 
all the Greek hiAorians of hl^ 
time (9) ; and Theoclius, of 
Theon, of Chios, as fome cri-* 
tics conjecture ( 1 ) . Both theCe 
hiftorians wrote the life of Au- 
relian; but dwelt, it feems, 
too much on trifling inci- 
dents (z). Nicomachus, an- 
other Greek hiilorian, wrote at 
the fame time. Aurelianus 
Feftivus, a freedman of the em-^ 
peror Aurelian, wrote the hillo- 
ry of his reign, or at leaft part 
of It, with the life of Firmus, 
who ufurped the title of empe- 
ror in Egypt (;^). Erennius 
Dezippus, by birth an Athe- 
nian, by profdfion an orator, 
the fon of another Dexippus, 
flourifhed under Aurelian, and 
wasefleemed one of the grcsut- 
eft orators Greece Iwrf «ysr pro- 
duced (4}. 



(4) Suid. X. p. 50. (5) Eufeb. Praepor. lib. .xi. cap. \^.. 

p. 540. (6) Plot. Vit. p. 3, 6i (7) Idem, p. 3- (8) Idem, 
p. 14. (9) Vit. AurcJ. p. ft09« (i) VoflT. Hift. GrKC.,]H>. iv. 

cap. 17. p. 4^5. {%) Attcel. Vit. p. »i9. {%) Fkm. Vit p. 244. 
(4) Suid. h P- 659* VoflT. Hiit. Grjec. lib. iv. cap. 17. ».48i;. ,Aurd. Vit. 
p« 109. Lotpg. cajp. viii, p. 9^ Plot. Vit, p, ^, 6» J%ot* j^ap* ^' p. ^f^. 
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newpriuee the fenate, and voted the firft, declared, that he nviflied 
to refer the choice of a new emperor to the army, as the 
army had done to the fenate : '^ For what difputes (faid he)) 
and difturbances will inevitably enfue, fhould not the army 
approve of the perfon whom we choofe !" The fenate 
acquiefced in his propofal ; but the foldiers referred the 
choice a fecond and a third time to the fenate, as the fenate 
did to the foldiers ; fo that the empire, by this reciprocal 
exchange of compliments, and commendable difpute be- 
tween the fenate and army, remained near eight months 
without a head : neverthelefs, no nfurper ftarted up 
during that period; no difturbances happened either at 
Rome, or in the provinces. But the Barbarians in the 
mean time, taking advantage of the inter-regnum, began to 
put themfelves in motion. The Germans, that is, the 
Lyges, the FraAksi the Burgundiones, and the Vandals* 
broke into Gaul ; the Goths threatened lUyricum ; and 
every one expe£led, that the Perfians, againft whom Au- 
relian had declared war, would not continue long quiet. 
Thefe events Velius Cornificius Gordianus, then conful, 
laid before the fenate on the twenty-fifth of September ; 
and earneftly prefled them to proceed, without farther de- 
lay, to the ele£tion of an emperor. He concluded his 
fpeech by telling them, that the empire could no longer 
exift without a head \ and that the army would either 
accept the prince whom they chofe, or, reje£Ung him, 
choofe another. 

There had been fome talk before of raifing Tacitus to 
the empire, who had withdrawn into Campania, and lived 
two months in retirement ; but, being recalled by the fe- 
nate, he was prefent at this meeting held on the 25th of 
September. After the conful Gordianus had ended his 
fpeech, he rofe up to deliver his opinion the firft, as prince 
of the fenate ; but, before he had uttered a fingle word, the 
. whole affembly exclaimed with one voice, ** We falute 
you» Tacitus, emperor : to you we commit the care of the 
ftate, and the world. Take the empire given you by the 
authority of the fenate : your rank, your charader, your 
paft condu£t, deferve it." He attempted to excufe himfelf 
on account of his great age (for he was then fcventy-five) ; 
but they replied, that other emperors, advanced in years, 
had governed with great reputation ; that they wanted not 
a foldier, but an emperor ; not a ftrong body, but a vigor- 
ous mind ; and that he had a brother, who would bear 
with him part of the burden. Then each fenator, in parti- 
cular, gave his fuffragc. Metius Falconius Nichomachus, 
the elded confular, after having in an elegant fpeech be- 
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flowed the higheft encomiums upon Tacitus, difplayed in a 
very aflFefling manner the many evils attending the admi- 
niftration of young and unexperienced princes s and con- 
jured Tacitus, by the love he bore his country, not to leave 
the empire to his fons, who were yet children, but to ap» 
point for his fucceffor a perfon, whom he judged equal to 
io great a truft, if the ftate were, by the immutable decrees 
of the Fates, deprived of him before his children attained 
the age of maturity. He added, that, to difpofe of the fenate, 
the people of Rome, and the whole empire, in the fame 
manner as he devifed his houfes, lands, and flaves, was 
repugnant to the laws of juftice and equity; and that no- 
thing would fo much commend his name to future ages, as 
to (hew at his death, that he loved the republic above his 
family and iffue^. The decree was then drawn up, vefting 
him with the fovereign power, and figned by all the fena- 
tors, even by Tacitus himfelf. From the fenate they pro- 
ceeded to the field of M^rs, where JElms Cefetianus, then 
governor of Rome, declared to the foldiers and people 
ailembled, the eleftion of Tacitus, which was received 
with the ufual acclamations. 

The prefent emperor, named on his coins, M. Claudius 
Tacitus, but, by Vopifcus, Aurelianus, or Aurelius Taci- . 
tus^ acknowleged Cornelius Tacitus, the celebrated hifto- 
rian, for his kinfman ; and therefore, to fecure his inimitable 
performance againft the injuries of time, he ordered ten 
copies of it to be tranfcribed every year, and to be lodged 
in the public libraries, and in the cabinets of the learned ; 
but, notwithftanding his care, only a fmall part of what 
that excellent hiftorian wrote has reached our times. The 
emperor was advanced in years ; but had feveral children 
who were very young. Florianusi named on the ancient 
coins M. Annius Florianus, M^as only his uterine brother. 
All we know of his preferments is, that he had been con- Htsprtfir- 
ful, and was, at the time of his ele£tion, prince of the fe« menu. 
nate. He was a man of learning, of a mild temper, an 
enemy to all pomp, and a great admirer of the manners of 
the primitive Romans. When he was created emperor, he 
gave his immenfe eilate to the public, allotting part of it 
tor the repairing and beautifying the temples. His ready 
money he diftributed among the foldiers, fet at liberty all 
the flaves he had at Rome, and caufed his houfe to be 
pulled down, in order to build public baths in the place 
where it ftood. His temperance and regularity, his ceco- 
Homy, and care of the public money, his impartiality in 

* Tacit. Vit. p. ^%i'^% ji. 
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eke ^AmmiftfvLtiOfti <4 jiiftk«, lift maett eefebf^lM tyf fM 
SHitKors of bid life. 

Itt the firft fpetch he inshte to rtife feita«^,. be detla^ef*/ 
At0t be T^l'oftld it^nhdt notbkig WfflvoBK th^if' ttmfmt aM 
jrtirboritj^ J and then propofed tiW> lavtri, #hiclf were f<^ 
ceived wifth pt^ applai^c, and cenfemeit b;f a dttttfSs 
They enabled, chat whoever IbOtfM Aii* metals wirti ar bafe^ 
fort, Ihoirld forfeit hh efta^e and NIe ^ thset ilaves ihotikl 
not be admitted d$ wiflneffes againft their maifters, even iw 
dsife» ctf treafoTi. In the feme fpeeeh ht aiked the cofH 
fulfhip* for his brother Florianus $ but the fenate did n<>l! 
think fit to grafnt him his requcft : a repulfe which he wa^ 
fo far from refenting, that, cm the contrary, he feemefd 
highly pleafed with the liberty they had taken, fafying, ** 1 
$lm glad they know him." From the very beginning of hi* 
reign, he applied himfelf to the remoting of fcveral abtrfe* 
which ftill prevailed in Rome. By one edifl:, he fuppreflcrf 
rfll brothcld v by another, he ordered all the public baths to' 
)fe fhot tr^ at fun-fet ; and, by a third, prohibited all foTt§ 
oi gold ^Ktte and gilding. He refpefted the memory of the 
good emperors, and caufed a temple to be built to therf 
Ifonfotrr, and fslcrifices to be offered on their feveral anni- 
verfarics. He had a partictlar efteem for Aurelian, and 
prevailed tipon the fenate to decree him a ftatue of gald-^ td 
iJe ercQed in- the Capitol, and others of filver, to be plated 
in the fenate, in the temple of the 8tm, and in the fquarcf 
df Trajan K 'Jhe fenate, overjoyed at the recovery of their 
*icieAf #ight <rf creating emperors, ordered public protef- 
fion^, vov^ed hecatombs, appeared in white garments, 
feafted fhe'ft friends, and wrote to all the ftates and crtie* 
ift alliance with Rome, acquainting them, that they wercf 
M length reftored to their former authority ; that the kingi 
aAd pfirices of the Barbarians were to apply to them ; and 
that all apyeals from the proconfuls were to be made, not 
t& th^ emperor, or the captain of the guards, but to the 
gavcfrror of Rome, from whom they might appeal to the 
ftjnate "». 

The new prince was fcarce fettled in the enipire, wheff 
He received intelligence that irKredible multitudes of Barba- 
rians were advancing from the Falus Maeotis through Col- 
chis, pretending to have been invited by Anrelian to affiffi 
Bim in his intended ex-pedition againft the Perfians. Taci-* 
tus immedi-ately Iteft Rome, and, arriving irt Thrace, 't^hetd 
he was received by the army with the greateft demonflrar 
• tk>ns of joyy paflcd from thence into Afia, defeated the B^n^ 
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barians, and obliged them to return to their own country "• 
In the following year the emperor entered upon his fecond 
confulfhip) having ^milianus for his colleague j andj after 
paffing the winter in Cilicia, was preparing to return to 
Italy, when he was, according to fome writers, feized with 
a violent diftemper, which, in a few days, put an end to 
his life ; but, according to others, he was killed by his owrt 
foldters. He died at Tarfus in Cilicia, or, as others write,* Yr. of Fl, 
at Tiana in Cappadocia, after a reign of only fix months. 2614.. 
Upon his death, his brother Florianus, whom he had ap- ^'^^ *7^« 
pointed captain of the guards, caufed himfelf to be pro- '^*^ 

claimed emperor, and was ackriowleged in all the pro- jjij jeath. 
vinces of Europe and Africa; but the legions quartered in TUrianus 
Syria, Phoenicia, Paleftine, and Egypt, declared for Pro- affumes the 
bus, whom Tacitus had appointed commander of all the '^^P'^'i 
forces in the Eaft. This competition kindled a civil war ^^^I^**^ 
in the bowels of the empire, while the Barbarians were hit owit 
ready to invade it on all fides. Florianus gained at firft meu» 
fome advantages over his competitor ; but as the troops 
under his command were more attached to Probus than to 
him, they mutinied. At the approach of Probus, who was 
refolved to put the whole to the ifl!ue of a general engage- 
ment, they fell upon their own leader, cut him in pieces, 
after he had reigned about two months, and joined Probus, 
in. the neighbourhood of Tarfus in Cilicia. 

The death of Florianus was no fooner known in Europe Prohu 
and Africa, than the armies unanimoufly proclaimed Pro- proclaimid 
bus emperor, and the fenace readily confirmed their ele£^ion, ^^^u 
honouring the new emperor with the titles of Auguftus, 
Father of his Country, and High PontiifF; and veiling him 
with the tribunitial and proconfular power ; for they all 
entertained a great opinion of his juftice, equity, and mo- 
deration ; and looked upon him as a perfon in every refpefk ' 
qualified for the difcharge of fo great a truft : and indeed, 
if Vopifcus is to be credited, be was one of the beft and 
greateft princes that ever fwayed a fceptrc. That writer 
prefers him to Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus, Alexander, 
Claudius, and to Auguftus himfelf. He was an excel- Hitcha- 
lent commander, an able ftatefman, a friend to virtue, an raair. 
enemy to vice, generous, affable, good-natured, and, in 
ihorc, endowed with every good quality commendable in a 
prince ^. He was a native of Sirmium in Pannonia. His ExtraSim 
father, Maximus, was, in his youth, a gardener j but after- andfrt^ 
wards, lifting himfelf among the troops, he was raifed to f^rmtms. 
the poft of tribune, and married a woman of rank, by 

" 2^nar. p. 240. Zof. p. 265* • ^ Prob. Vit. p. 233, 234. 74i« 
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whom he had one fon, the prefent emperor, and a daughtefy 
of whom we find no farther mention in hiftory. Probus 
entered into the army when very young ; and having dif- 
tinguilhed himfelf on many occafions under Valerian, Gal- 
lienus, Claudius, and Aurelian, he was, by thefe princes, 
raifed to the higheft pofts, and employed, always with fuc- 
cefs, in the many wars which they waged with the Barba- 
rians. He was about forty-four years old, according to the 
chronicle of Alexandria, when preferred to the empire. 
His elcftion was no fooner confirmed by the fenate, than 
he left Cilicia, and returned to Europe. 

He pafled the winter in Fannonia, and having taken 
upon him his firft confuUhip, and named M. Aurelius Pau« 
linus for his colleague, he fet out in the fpring for Gaul, 
where the Franks and other German nations had com- 
mitted dreadful ravages. He is faid to have fought in that 
province many fuccefsful battles, to have killed near four 
hundred thoufand of the Barbarians, and to have obliged 
the reft to relinquifli the booty they had taken, and fave 
themfelves by flight beyond the Rhine. Having reftored 
Gaul to its former tranquillity, he paffed the Rhine at the 
head of his viftorious army, and made war upon the enemy 
in their own country, with greater fuccefs than ever at- 
tended any of his prcdecefTors (G). 

Early 



(G) This appears from the 
account which hehimfelftranf- 
mitted to the fenate in the fol- 
lowing letter: " I return thanks 
to th^ immortal gods, confcript 
fathers, who have given mani-* 
fefl tokens of their approving 
your choice in railing me to the 
empire. Germany, that wide 
and extenfive country, is en- 
tirely fubdued Nine kings of 
dift'erent nations have thrown 
themfelves prodrate at my feet, 
or rather your's. Ail the Bar- 
barians now plough and fow 
tor you, and even fight for you. 
Return, therefore, thanks to the 
gods for fo fignal a conqueft. 
Four hundred thoufand of the 
enemy have been deflroyed; 
fix teen thoufand have been in- 
corporated in our troops. We 
have recovered fix ty great cities 



which they had taken, and de- 
livered Gaul from the yoke 
nnder which it groaned. The 
crowns of gold, with which the 
cities of Gaul have prefented 
me, I have tranfmitted to you, 
to be confecrated, and, by your 
hands, offered to the great Ju- 
piter, and to the other gods and 
goddefles. We have not only 
recovered the booty which they 
had taken, but enriched our- 
felves with their fpoils. The 
fields of Gaul are ploughed with 
the cattle of the Barbarians; 
their (beep are inclofed in our 
folds; and our magazines are 
filled with their corn : in fhort, 
we have left them nothing but 
the bare foil. I have had fome 
thoughts of reducing Germany 
to a Roman province ; but the 
republic, exhaufied with fo ma- 
ny 
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Early in the fpring the emperor fee out for Gaul^ and 
bending his march tnrbugh Rhsetia, arrived in Illyricum^ 
whence the Sarmatians, who had invaded that province^ 
-withdrew, upon the the news of his approach, and aban- 
doned their booty. From Illyricum he purfued his march 
into Thrace, where he received deputies from all the Go- T&g Goth 
thic nations, fent by their refpe£live dates and princes to /uffir 
court his friendfliip p. Having thus fettled peace and tran- P^^^* 
quility in all the provinces of Europe, he pafled over into 
Afiz, and entered Ifauria, which had revolted from Rome. 
After many dangerous conflids with the Ifaurian robbers, 
and Palfurius their leader, whom he took, and put to death, 
he entirely reduced that country, tranfplanted the inhabi- J/aurmrg* 
tants into diftant provinces, and divided Ifauria among his iua^* 
veterans* upon condition that they (hould fend their fons, 
as foon as they attained the age of eighteen, to ferve in the 
army, left, trufting to their rocks and mountains, they 
ihould follow the example of the ancient inhabitants, and 
turn frce-booters. 

From Ifauria the emperor marched into Syria, where he 
entered upon his third confulftiip, having Paternus for his 
colleague ; and, in the fpring, led his army againft the 
Blemyes, a barbarous nation, dwelling between Egypt and 
Ethiopia, who had made themfelves mafters of Coptos and 
Ptolemais in Thebais, and ftruck terror into the neighbour- 
ing countries. Probus defeated them with great daughter^ Tki Bte» 
recovered the above-mentioned cities> and fent a great ^F^ ^• 
number of the Barbarians prifoners to Rome, where their A^'^ 
extraordinary figure, fays Vopifcus, raifed great admiration 
in the Roman people (H). The king of Periia, Varranes II, ^hi Pir» 
alarmed at the viftories gained by Probus over fo fierce and M^*f^ 
warlike a nation, fent ambafladors, with rich prefents, to *^ t*^'* 
fue for peace ; but the emperor, not fatisfied with their 
propofals, refufed the prefentS} and fent back the deputies ; 
a repulfe which fo terrified the king, that he concluded a 
peace with Probus upon his own terms. The eaftern pro- 

p Prob. Vit. p. »39. 

ny wan, is not perhaps at pre- many years before, as a people 

fent in a condition to maintain without heads, and having their 

the additional troops which mouths and eyes in their breails 

fliuft be raifed for that purpofe (2). Some writers fuppofe, 

^ 1 ) ." that the (hortnefs of their necks 

(H) Pliny had defcribed them gave rife to this fable. 

c 

(1) Prob. Vit. p. 239. (2] Plin. lib. v. cap. 8. 
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yinces being tlius fettled m peace, the emperor returned to 
Thface> ^<rhere he allotted lands to one hundred thoufand 
B^ftartias^ a Scythian nation, of whom we (hall have fre- 

^uent occafion to fpeak hereafter. They all remained faith- 
j1 to him ; but the Gepidae, Juthungi, and Vandals, on 
whom he beftowed lands in the fame province, rebelled, 
while he Was engaged in domeftic wars the following year. 
From Thrace the emperor returned to Rome, triumphed 
6vcf the Oernuins and Blemyes *!, and entertained the peo- 
ple, for fevetal days together, with all forts of (hews, com- 
bats, and diverfibns. 

No fo<"eign nation daring to attempt an invafion, peace 
reigned throughout the whole empire; but this general 
tranquility Was foon difturbed by domeftic broils, which 
firft brbke out in the Eaft, where Scxt. Julius Satnrninus, 
nt he is ftyled on the ancient coins, was proclaimed empe- 
fof. He was, according to fome, a native of Mauritania, 
^fccording to others, of Gaul, and had diftinguifhed himfelf 
in many wars ; for he is faid to have reftored tranquility to 
Gaol, t(^ have recovered Africa from the Moors, and ap- 
feafed the difturbances that had long prevailed in Spain ^ 
The empefor Aufelian had appointed him commander of 
the troops quartered on the frontiers of the eaftern pro- 
tinces, and at the fame time ordered him never to fet fpot 
in Egypt, fearing, fays Vopifcus, as he was well acquainted 
With the ambitious temper of the Gauls, and the ftrong in- 
efination (tjf the Egyptiants to novelty, that he might be 
tempted to affume the fovereignty. Notwithftanding this 
prohibiiion, Satuminus being led by curiofity to vifit Egypt, 
he no fooner appeared at Alexandria, than he was, by that 
turbulent and reftlefs people, proclaimed emperor. He at 
iirft declined that dignity, and, quitting Alexandria, re- 
turfted to Paleftine; but afterwards apprehending, that 
what had already happened might exafperate Probus, and 
Occafion his ruin, he fufFered himfelf to be proclaimed em- 
peror, fliedding msmy tears amidft the acclamations of the 
foldiery and populace ». Zonaras writes, that Probus, who 
had a great efteem for him, not believing he had revolted, 
caufed the perfon to be puniflied, who brought him intel- 
ligence of his rebellion. He afterwards wrote feveral kind 
letters to him ; but his foldiers threatening him with death, 
if he complied with the emperor's offers, he was forced to 
re)e£l them. Probus finding his remonftrances inefFe£biaI, 
difpatched fome troops againft him, which, being joined by 

q Prob. Vit. p. 240* ' Saturn* Vit. p. 244. Zof. p. 663. 

Goltz, p. ii6« Birag, p, 309. • Sat. Vit. p. 249* 

others 



oMgefd krm t^ fholf«t Mmfdf k» tbe dit^^X 6f ApameAf €9me amd 
wirich they todkby ftfiftitt, afid *W« fh<? \«^hok gai'rifoih^ td*' ^*^^ 
^^fit #icH SaiUfHillu^, to (he' iWo#A Tk<s emj^ror, #b^ 
defit^d W ^rd6n Mm, 6b(]^feifM gH^ totk^tttt f&t hi§ 
dtfath ^ 

Ifi tBef ^olky^itfg yda#f Md&hk ai94 OrMtt^bdfig cc^flfcik^ Pr^r^ikf 
t#o flftirpers stppea/ed iit Gaul^ iV^mely, Protuhis st^ Do- rrwi^*, 
liofud. The fermef \^as a native; dt Albmgaatluirf, noW 
Albenga, fabjcft to i%t republic ol Gtettoaf. Hh an^eftor* 
had been femous /obbers, and had aeqtrirefd immtttfe 
wealth ; for Pfoculus* fs fard to hate af nied tiiv0 thdtrfaiul 
ifeves of his own, tf heft he retok^d. In his ybufh he hrf* 
beeti himfelf a retrbef ; but ertteriog afterwards ittid tfhcJ 
aifrtiy, had fignalJzed himfelf by man^ gallant eiepkrfti. He? 
was tfibtifte, ahd httd the eommatfd 6i fef era! legiofta, -Whtfi 
he aflliitted the title of empefdr, piTompted thereutrto chiefly 
by hi« wife, called firft Viturgia, staid afterwards Sampfo, 
d woitian of great alfvlrition, and fnafcdHtre courage $ and 
by the inhabitants of Lions, who had been treated withf 
great feterrty by Aurelian, and apprchcfnded the Rkcf 
ufage frorrt Frobtrs. Hd was proclaimed empefOf at Co- 
logne, and ackftowlegdd, according toVopifcus, in Naf-» 
bonne Gartil, Britain, and Spain. The fame wiiter tefls'&d^, 
that htf defeated the Alemanni in feveral batflefs ; but trad 
himfelf at lift Vantjniflied by Prbbtf*, and forced to take 
fefoge amoifg the Ffante, frcwi whom he preteftdcd to de- 
me Bi» origin. The Franks 6f!fered him afiftancc; btftj h htrajM 
ktdead df perfofrtifng their pTdmife, betrayed hita to the h '^^ 
emperor, by whom he was ptmifhed as a traitor. FfMh, 

Bonofds, of, as he H ftyled in the ancient coins, Q^Bo^- ^^^^ 
tfofiuflf, Wa« defceflded of a Spanifh family, but borft irt 
Britarn. Hii father kept a public fchool, and taught chil- 
dren the firfl tudiihents 6f the Latm tongue. The fon en* 
ttrtd early into the army, and raifed himfelf from the rattk 
df a common feMkr to tbe poft of general, and was em- 
ployed to guard the frontiers of Rhaetia ; but having fufier- 
ed tbe Germans to fftrpTtfe a!>d burn the Roman fleet on the 
Rhine, the dread of being puniihed for this negleflt induced a/^^^^^ 
bim to afiiime the fevereignly, arid caufe bimielf to be pro- empgrdr. 
cMtkied emperor by the t#oops tinder his command. He 
nwiiitairted himfelf in that dignity longer than Was expoft* '' ^^^ 
tiAi and fdwgbt fetreial battles with Probus ; but, being at ^^'^^li^ 
leiftgfh reduced to p^ttnt diftrefs, he chofe rfltber to ftrangle hattdi cm 
bimfelf, than to fall into the hands of the conqueror. him/eif. 

< Sat. Vit. p. S45, ft47» S49. 

The 
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The whole empire now enjoyed profound tranquility ; all 
. domeftic troubles were happily appeafed, and foreign ene- 
mies intimidated by the fame of Probus's glorious atchieve- 
JiowPrO' Clients. However, that the troops might not abandon 
kus employ- themfelves to idlenefs, he employed them in many ufeful 
edhisfol works, faying, that fince they were maintained by the 
diers tn people, they ought either to fight or labour for the public. 
Awrr. As Hannibal therefore, to find fome employment for his 

foldiers, had formerly filled Africa with olive-trees, fo 
Frobus, for his valour ftyled a fecond Hannibal, ordered 
his troops to plant vines on the hills of Gaul, Pannonia, 
and Moefia, allowing, fays Vopifcus, the Gauls, Panno- 
nians, Spaniards, and Britons* liberty to cultivate as many 
vineyards as they pleafed ; a liberty which had been denied 
them ever fince the time of Domitian ". The emperor Ju- 
lian writes, that Probus, during his fliort reign, either re- 
built or repaired feventy cities ''. As the city of Sirmium^ 
the place of his nativity, flood in a low marihy ground, he 
engaged great numbers of his foldiers in digging a canal to 
convey the waters into the fea. This employment incenfed 
them againfl: him, and their rage was inflamed by the ap- 
prehenfion they were undei: of being foon difbanded ; for 
the emperor had faid, that he hoped in a (hort time there 
would be no occafion for foldiers or armies. This profpe£k 
they could not bear ; and therefore in the following year, 
when Probus was conful the fifth time with Viftorinus, 
they attacked him with great fury, as he was marching 
He ismuff from one town in Illyricum to another. The emperor had 
iltridby time to retire into an iron tower of an extraordinary height, 
the mutt' which he himfelf had built, to obferve the foldiers, while 
2*i. * ^W ^^'^^ ^* work. But thither the incenfed multitude pur- 
fued him, and, having eafily ftormed the place, as it was 
defended by the prince alone, difpatched him with many 
wounds, after he had lived fifty, and reigned fix years and 
four months (I). He was, without all doubt, one of the 
bed, as well as greateft princes, that ever reigned '. After 

« Prob. Vit. p. 040. ^ Jul. Caef. p. 17. « Prob. 

Vit. p. 141. 

(I) The lofs of fo good a juftice. His fucceflbrs honour- 

, prince was greatly lamented, ed his memory with all poffible 

not only by the fenatc and marks of refpe£f and efteem, 

people of Rome, but by the ranking him among the gods, 

Barbarians themfelves, who and confecrating temples to his 

dreaded his valour, and revered name* 



his probity, clemency, and 



his 
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his death, his family withdrew from Rorne^ and fettled in 
the neighbourhood of Verona (K). 

Upon the death of Probus, Carus, then, captain of the Yr. of FI# 
praetorian guards, was, by the unanimous confent of the * 2630. 
army, raifed to the empire, as a perfon in every refpe^ ^'^* *'*• 
qualified to fucceed fo good a prince, and fo great a war- ' ' '°^^* 
rior. The fenate were fatisfied with the eleftion of Carus •, Car us pro* 
but, dreading the vicious and cruel temper of his fon Cari- claimtd 
nus, were unwilling to confirm the choice of the foldiery. empirw. 
However, apprehending the power of the army, and defir- 
ous to maintain the peace and tranquility eflabliihed by 
Frobus, they at laft acknowleged Carus, and conferred up- 
on him the ufual titles and honours "f. Of his family and 
anceftors we know but very little. Some fay, that he was m^ ^^^ 
by birth a Roman, but by defcent an Illyrican ; others, that traaiim 
he was born in lUyricum, but of Carthaginian parents. In andprt^ 
a journal quoted by Vopifcus, he is ftyled a native of Milan, i^^^'^^^* 
The two Vii^ors, Eutropius, and feveral others, aflert he 
was born in Narbonne. The emperor himfelf pretended, 
that his anceftors were originally Romans. He raifed him- 
felf, by degrees, to the chief employments in the ftate, both 
civil and military. Frobus, after having employed him in 
mofl of his expeditions, appointed him captain of the 
guards, in which ftation he gained the afFe&ions of the 
foldiers to fuch a degree, that, upon the death of this em- 
peror,' they all agreed to raife him to the empire. That 
prince entertained a great opinion of the prudence, juftice, 
and integrity of Carus ; as appears from a letter quoted by 
Vopifcus, which he wrote to the fenate in his behalf, defir- 
ing them to reward his eminent fervices, by ere£king an 
equeftrian ftatue, and building him a houfe at the public 
charge, for which the emperor himfelf promifed to fupply 
the necefiary quantity of marble. 

y Car. Vit. p. 243, H9« 

(K) Under Probus flourifhed Saturninus, when he put on the 
TurdulusGallicanus,who wrote purple, and alTumed the title of 
a kind of journal, often quoted emperor (2). Onelimus pub- 
by Vopifcus in his life of Pro- lilhed the life of Probus, writ- 
bus, who ftyles the author of it ten, according to Vopifcus, 
a man of honour and finceri- with great exaftnefs (3), and 
ty(i). He likcwife cites M. likewife that of the emperor 
Salvidienus, from whom he Carus (4). 
copied the fpeech made by 

(1) Prob* Vk. p. 233. (a) Saturn. Vit. p. 445. (3) Bonof. 

Vit. p. 246. & Car. Vit. p. 150. (4) Idem ibid- 

Carus 
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Cum Wis txo iower fettled Sa tbe t$mfvtf itbtin ht her 

flowed the titlie of Csefar on Ue two fond Carinus and Niir 
jnerbmtt6, of lui^hom th^e Corner was a jrauih abasdoiusd to 
•U manousr iof fwiekedAsifi, ani the kitl^r^ndoiwiail wkh fvteqr 
gjQo4 iquaiity requxfite jin a priaoe. Some writers pretcod* 
that zL the (an)€ time he doclared them his partners in the 
poapirjK, giving theai equal power ^nd authoriiy wiih hijuc^ 
iidf ; but on the m^dals.of the |r.eajr 282, the firftof Carus'6 
r^igB, his tvo fons are /only ftf led CWars '. Tive Sarma'- 
dans wjerie no fooner infor nved oi the .deadb of Probus than 
fbe^rjhui-ft into Ulyxicum and Tbracie, overman thofe coua*- 
4ri£s, and threatened Italy i^&lf. la con&quejice of tbb 
inyafioa, Carus, drawing together bis forces, marched 
aggiaft the barbarians ; and coming to a general engager- 
men^f £«t fixteen jtbou&od of them in pieces, took itwentir 
fthoufand prisoners, and obliged dbe reft to abandon tbe 
Roman domkioos, and retire mto dieir own country. Thi- 
iher he wpuld have purfucdiheai, had he not been apprifed, 
^hat the Per£adas were r^ady to invade doe eaftero prosriaces 
4WJth a liuimerous army, vnder the condu^ ot their king 
Varr^sies II. a warlike prince, who had lately £{^ialized 
iiia^f againft the Segetani, and entirely reduced that brave 
and powerful people. Upon this intelligence, Caraie £om- 
jnitting the care of the weftern pcoviaces to his eldeft fon 
Caiiaus, and taking widi him Numeriaaus, left Thrace, 
and, croffing x)ver into Ada, marched immedialcJy to An- 
tiochf and thence into Mefopotamia ; which the rei£ans, 
who, it feems, had already fei^d that province, abandoned ' 
at his approach. From Mefopotamia be advanced into Per- 
sia ; laid wafte the coiHitry to a great extent ; and, meet- 
ing with no oppoiition, as the Feriians were then engaged 
in a civil war, he befieged and took the famous cities of Se*- 
leucia and Ctefiphon, with Coche, which was a place of 
great ftrength on the other fide the Tigris, and, as it were, 
the citadel of Ctefiphon *. For thefe conquefts he aflumed 
the furname of Pcrficus, which we read on moft of his 
coins **. He was determined upon utterly ruining the Per- 
fian monarchy, and would, in all likelihood, have fucceed- 
pd in that great defign, the Perfians being then divided 
aoKJpg themfelves, had he not been prevented by death, 
which o»e;rt|ook him in the neighbourhood of Ctefiphon, 
whili^ jie was preparing to purfue his conquefts beyond that 
city ; contrary to jthe i»}vni£l:ion ctf an ancient oracle. He 
reigned, according to . the mpft probaUe opinion^ a jrear. 



^ Bu:^, p. 446. « Car. Vk. p. 

cap. 5. b Spaidi. W^ y. p. 419, 



250* Greg* Naz. Orit* iv. 
and 
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anii four months. He was conful wben be died, and had 
his fon Carinus for his colleague in that dignity. 

Upon the death of Cams, Numerianus was immediatelf Numiria" 
faluted by the whole army with the title of emperor. As to ftt^pf^ 
his other fon, Carinus, he was then in Gaul, and badbeea ^^^ 
raifed by his father to the fovereignty before he engaged in 
the Perfian war. Numerianus, grieved beyond expreilion 
for the death of his father, broke up his camp, and begait 
to retire. As his eyes, weakened by the great quantity of 
tears he had fhed, could not bear the light, he caufed him- 
felf to be cartied in a clofe litter. Arrius Aper, his father^ 
in-law, and captain of the guards, who had free accefs to 
him, took that opportunity to murder him privately, with Hg ft m 
a defign to raife himfelf to the empire. The body of the dered. 
deceafed prince he left in the litter, telling the foldiers, who 
wanted to fee their emperor, that he could not endure the 
air, and endeavourihg in the mean time to gain them oyer 
to his own intereft. The dead body was thus carried three 
days; but as it began to be ofFenfive to thefmell, the crime 
was difcovered fooner than Aper expected, and he was im«- 
mediately feized, no one doubting but he was the author of 
the murder. 

Upon thct death of Numerianus, the army with one voice Yr. of Fl« 
proclaimed DiocleCian emperor. Such was the unhappy end t6%u 
of Numerianus after he had reigned about eight months, i^' j?* *'^ 
He was killed near Heraclea in Thrace. All the ancients ''^^'^ 
i^eak of him as a prince endowed with every good quality /ji^^^yf^m 
becoming a perfon of his rank (L). raifidf 

Dioclefian was defcended of a mean and obfcure family empire. 
ioDalmatia, being, according to fome, the fon of a notary ; fijsextrac^ 
and of a flave, according to others. ViftOT the younger ^i^^^u 
relates, that he was himfelf, in his youth, flave to a fenator, ^^^ * 
named Anulinus, who afterwards gave him his liberty ^. 
The name, both of his mother, and the place of his birth, 
was Dioclea ; whence he was called Diodes, till his accef- 
fion to the empire, when he gave his name a Latin found 

c vidl. Epit. p. 542, 

(L) He was an excellent ora- far, the mod eloquent orator of 

tor, and is faid to have once fent his age./' In poetry be far 

fuch an eloquent fpeech to the furpai&d all the writers of his 

fenate, that a flatue was decreed time, and left feveral pieces, 

him, to be ere6);ed in the Ul- both in verfe and profe, which 

|>ian librarv, with this infcrip- W(&re highly extolled by the 

tioD, *^ To Numerianus Cae. learned ^i). 

(t) tfumerian. Vit p« %%u 

and 
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and termination^ calling himfelf Dioclefianus. He entered 
early into the army, and raifed himfelf to the firft military 
employments (M). Dioclefian fervedwith great credit un- 
der Probus, who preferred him to the command of the 
troops quartered in Moefia **. He attended Carus in his ex- 
pedition againft the Perlians, and diftinguiihed himfelf iii 
that wan Syncellus tells us, that he was raifed by that 
prince to the confulihip \ He had, at the time of Nume- 
rianus's death, the command of the guards that attended 
the emperor's pcrfon, and were fuperior in rank to the prae- 
torian guards, as we have obferved above. He was a great 
m after of civil affairs, ready at forcfeeing events^ dextrous 
at concerting fchemes, naturally inclined to violent mea- 
fures, but at the fame time mafter of his temper ; an ene- 
my to all ufelefs expence, and a great encourager of learn- 
ing, though from his youth he had been brought up in the 
camp, and had never applied himfelf to any ftudy but that 
of the military art, in the knowlege of which he was equal 
to the famous commanders of ancient times ^ He was, 
according to lEutropius, naturally covetous, and determin- 
ed upon amafling riches by any means whatever s. By his 
wife* Prifia he had a daughter, named Galeria Valeria, who 
was married to Maxtminus Galerius; but proved barren ^. 

Dioclefian, being, by the unanimous confent of the ar- 
my, proclaimed emperor, afcended the tribunal ; and, af- 
ter having harangued the foldiers, and fokmnly declared, 
upon oath, that he had not been acceffory or privy to the 
death of Numerianus, he caufed Aper to be feized, re- 
proached him in bitter terms with the murder of his prince 
and fon-in-law, and then, dcfcending from the tribunal. 
He puts drew his fword, and buried it in his breaft, faying, *' You 
Jpir to {hall have the honour, Aper, to fall by an illuibrious hand." 
The new emperor would not have begun his reign with aii 
a£tion that favoured of cruelty, had it not been to fulfil 

d Zonar. torn. ii. p. 243. « Synccl. p. 387. f Prob. 

Vit. p. 241. Macrin. Vit. p. 96. Carin. Vit. p.^fi* , t Eutrop. 
p. 586. h Birag. p. 444. 

(M) We are told, that, while (replied the Druid), but I tell 

he yet ferved in an inferior poft, you. in good earned, that you 

a Druid woman, in whofe houfe will attain the empire after "you 

he lodged, upbraided him with have killed a boar." This is 

covetoufnefs, he anfwered her fuppofed to have happened in 

in jell, " 1 (hall be more ge- the city of Tongres, in the 

hcrous when I am emperor." prefent bilhoprickof Liege (2). 
*' You are joking, Diodes, 

(0 Car. Vit. p. 251. 

the 
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the prophecy of the Druidj, the word aper fignlSfying in the , 
Latin tongue a boar ; whence, in feeing Aper fall, he cried 
out, " I have at length killed the fatal boar/' Dioclefian 
was proclaimed emperor atChalcedon, on the feventeenth 
of September, of the year 284, which epoch is the more 
remarkable, as it is the beginning of a new sera, called, Thf ^ira of 
the aera of Dioclefian, and fometimes, the aera of martyrs, ^i^cUJiaih 
which for many ages obtained in the church, and is ftill in 
ufe amongft theCophts in Egypt, the Abyffinians, and fome 
other African nations. The firft year of this aera begins 
with the Egyptian year, on the twenty-ninth of Auguft 284 K 
Dioclefian made his public entry into Nicomedia on the 
twenty-feventh of September, of this year j and employed 
the remaining months in making the ncceffary prep?,rations 
to oppofe Carinus, who, hearing of his brother's death, and 
the aflumption of Dioclefian, had left Gaul, and was march- 
ing, at the head of a powerful army, into Illyricum, The 
following year Carinus entered on his third confulfliip, 
having Ariftobulus, his captain of the guards, for his col- 
league ; and, arriving in Venetia, overcame and flew Ju- 
lianus, governor of that province, who had caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor. Elated with this victory, he 
advanced into Illyricum, where he fought feveral battles 
with Dioclefian, whom he entirely defeated in a general 
engagement near Margum, a city on the Danube in Upper ^i 4t0tn 
Mcefia; but while he was purluing the enemy, hp was ofC&rlnuu 
killed by fome of his own men, excited againft him by a 
tribune, whofe wife he had debauched, ouch is the ac- 
count given by Aurelius Viftor : but Eutropius aflerts, that 
he was betrayed by his own army, and killed by Diocle- 
fian •'. Be that as it will, Dioclerian, finding himfelf, by 
the death of his rival, fole mafter of the empire, marched 
to Rome ; and, having eftabliftied his authority there, vi- 
fitcd Germany, where he gained feveral advantages over 
the Alemanni, who had made an irruption into Gaul. The 
fame year his generals fought with fuccefs againft the inha- 
bitants of Britain, who, it feems, had attempted to {hake 
off the yoke. For thefe vidiories he afl^umed the furnames 
of Germanicus and Britannicus. From Germany he re- 
turned through Illyricum into the Eaft \ for he was at Sir- 
mium on the firft day of the following year *, and at Nico- 
media on the twenty-firft of January. The next confuU 
were Junius Mazimus the fecond time>[ and Vettitis AquN 
linus* 

1 Eu^ych. p. 585. Aur. TiA. p. 5»4« ^ Eutrop. p. s%f^ 

1 Cod. Juftin. lib. vi« iTiti %U leg<4. p. n''« 
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In the courfe of this year Dioclefian took Maximian^ ftyl- 
cd on the ancient coins M. Aarelius Valerius Maximianus, 
for his coli^aguei and partner in the empire. . Maximian 
was born of obfcure parents, in a village near Sirmium in 
Fannonia ; but entering early into the army, had fignalized 
himfelf by many gallant adions, and was efleemed one of 
the beft commanders of his time. All the ancients paint 
him as a man of a moft cruel and favage temper, and ad- 
dided to all manner of wickednefs ; but, at the fame time, 
extol his courage, his experience in military affairs, and his 
inviolable attachment to Dioclefian, with whom he had 
lived many years in great friendihip. The emperor, there- 
fore, who had no iffiie male^ and repofed an entire confi- 
dence in Maximian, chofe him for his partner in the em- 
pire, veiled him with the tribunitial and procpnfular power^ 
and honoured him with the title of Augu{tus,(N). Aure- 
lius Vi£):or writes, that.Dioclefian was induced to (hare the 
empire with Maximian, chiefly by the difturbances which 
happened this year in Gaul, where two commanders, Aulus 
Pomponius ^lianus, and Cn. Salvius Amandus, having 
ailembled a great number of vagabonds, robbers, and pea* 
fants, proclaimed themfelves emperors. 

Maximian^ leaving Dioclefian in Nicomedia, haftened 
into Gaul ; and^ with the troops quartered in that pro- 
vince^ defeated the rebels, and reflored the province to its 
former tranquility"'. While Maximian was employed 
againft the rebels in Gaul, Dioclefian was making great 
preparations in the Eaft, in order to recover Mefopotamia 
from the Ferfians, who, after the death of Carinus, had 
feized that province. But Varanes II. king of Perfia, chofe 
rather to reftore what he had taken from the Romans, than 
engage in a war which he apprehended would prove long 
and dangerous \ Mention is made of fome advantages 
gained this year by Dioclefian over the Saracens. He was 
the lad day of this year at Tiberias in Paledine, as appears 
from the date of fome laws in the Code. From Falcftine 
he paiTed into Fannonia • ; but what called him into that 
province, or what he performed there, we cannot learn. 
Maximian was attacked in Gaul by the Alem^hni, the Bur- 
gundians, the Heruli, whom Bucherius places on the coafls 
of the Baltic fea, and by feveral other barbarous nations, 

■» Aur. Vift. p. s%\, n Panegyr. orat. x. 

• Cod. Juft. lib. V. tit. 4*. leg. 3. p. 487. 



p. 115—131. 



(N) Maximian had by his 
wife Galeria Valeria Eutropia, 
born in Syria, Maxentiiis, who 



ufurped the empire at Rome, 
and Faul^a, the wife of Con- 
flantine the Great* 

«ho 



The Roman Hijiory. 51 

\^o were all fubdued and deftroyed, cither by the fword Hi utterly 
or by famine. Mamertinus, in his panegyric upon this dtfeatsfi^ 
prince, tells us, that of fuch an immenfe multitude not '^^^^^ ^""^ 
one was left alive to carry back the news of their overthrow. JJ^^ "*^ 

In the fame year Caraufius, a native of Gaul, having, 
by Maximian's orders, built a fleet at Boulogne, gained 
great advantages over the Franks and Saxons, who infefted 
the feas with piracies ; and^ in feveral engagements by 
land, made a dreadful havock of the German nations that 
had invaded Celtic Gaul. However, as he applied to his 
own ufe the booty which he had taken from the Barbarians, 
inftead of returning it to the proprietors, Maximian refolv- 
ed to put him to death : but Carauiius having timely no- Caraujiu$ 
tide.of his defign, failed to Britain with the fleet under his revoUs and 
command ; and taking upon him the title of emperor, was f'^J^* ^fi* 
acknowleged by all the troops quartered in that ifland ?. '^** 
He afterwards built a great number of veflels, levied new 
forces, called the Barbarians frpm the continent to his 
affiftance, and by inftrufting them how to work their (hips, 
and fight by fea, maintained himfelf a long time in poflef- 
fion of the ifland, in fpite of the utmofl: eflbrts of Maximian* 

In the following year JMaximian was conful the fecond Vr. of Fl# 
time with Januarius. Mamertinus, his panegyrift, relates, *^3^- 
that on the firft day of his confulihip, news being brought ^'P' **g* 
to Treves, that the Barbarians had made an irruption into '^ *'Q3j 
Gaul, and were but a fmaU diftance from that city, he im« M^iximian 
mediately quitted his confular robes, put on his armour, dife^as the 
and, mounting his horfc, marched againft the enemy, de- ^^'"^^riaas 
feated them with horrid Daughter, and the fame day re- ^^^'^ 
entered Treves in triumph 9. Soon after he croflTed the Gains great 
Rhine, and entering Germany, laid wade the enemy's advantages 
country, took a great number of captives, and returned to over the 
Gaulioaded with booty. Thefe exploits (truck fuch terror ^^^^^* 
into the Franks, that two of their kings, Atcc and Geno- 
baud, fubmitted, befeeching him to confirm them in their 
refpeftive kingdoms'. Dioclefian likewife entered Ger- 
many this year on the (ide of Rhsetia, and is faid to have 
extended the bounds of the empire to the fprings of the 
Danube. 

Next year, BaflTus being conful the fecond time with 
Quintianus, Claudius Mamertinus pronounced his famous 
panegyric on the emperor Maximian in the city of Treves, 
the emperor himfelf being prefent. As he was then aflemb- 
ling, on the coafl: of Gaul, the (hips which he had caufed 
(O be built in diflFerent ports, with a defign to attack Ca« 

p Eiitrop. p. 585. Aur. Vift. p. 514. q Pancgyr. p. 115. ic 

leq. r Valef, Rer, Francic. lib. i. p. 11, is« 
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faufius In Britain, his panegyrift promifes hint certain viC"* 
tory over that rebel. But it happened quite otherwife ; 
for CarauGus's men> who had been trained to the fea-fer-» 
vice, eafily repulfed thofe who had been fent againft them^ 
difperfed the emperor's fleet, and drove them on the coaft of 
Gaul, where moft of the veflels were da(hed in pieces. Maxi- 
mian, to cover the difgrace of this defeat, pretended that 
the fea had not proved favourable to him, and that he only 
put off the war to a more clement feafon. In the mean 
time he negociated a treaty with Caraufius, wherein it was 
concluded, that he fhould enjoy the government of Britain, 
as the more proper perfon, on account of his flcill in fea- 
affairs, to defend the ifland againft the invafions of the Bar- 
barians ' (O). Thus was Britain, by treaty, ceded to Ca- 
raufius, who governed it, with the title of emperor, for the 
fpace of fix or feven years. Our authors maintain, that he 
repaired and fortified the wall of Severus, and gained fome 
advantages over the Barbarians. At this period Diode-* 
fian gained a complete vi£l:ory over the Sarmatians, the 
Vithungse, or rather Juthungse, and the Quadi ^ Eume- 
nius writes, that the whole nation of the barmatians was 
cut off, and the province of Dacia, which they had feized, 
re-united, to the empire. For thefe vi£ix)ries Dioclefian 
affumed the furname of Sarmaticus, as appears from feveral 
ancient coins and infcriptions ". 

The next confuls were Dio^efian the fourth time, and 
Maximian the third. The letmer gained fome confiderable 
advantages over the Saracens this year ; then, leaving the 
eaftern provinces, returned to IHyricum, and from Illyri- 
cum ehtered Italy hy the Alpes Juliae, in the depth of win- 
ter. Maximian at the fame time left Gaul, and palling the 
Alpes Cottiae, met Dioclefian at Milan, where the two 
emperors held feveral private conferences, and then return- 
ed to their refpeftive armies (for they came attended only 
by a fmall guard) j but were received in all the cities 
through which they paffed, with the greateft demonftra- 
tipns of joy. 

Tiberianus and Dip, the fon, or rather grandfon, as is 
conjeftured, of the celebrated hiftorian, being confuls the 
following year, a. bloody war raged among the Barbarians, 



s£utrop.p. 586. Aur. Vift. p. 525. 
tt Birag. p. 416. 



Paneg. xi. p. 132, 133. 



(O) This agreement is mark- (baking hatids, with this le- 
Cara " " ' ' " 



cd oa all Caraufius's coins, gend, Coacordia Aug(i). 
which r^prefent two emperors 

(0 Norif. dc DlocUf. Num. cap. 4, p, 2%, 23. 
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both in the North and in Africa. The Goths having tan* 
quilhed the Burgundians dwelling on the banks of the Da« 
nube, were refolred upon utterly extirpating that rival na- 
tion ; but the Burgundians were powerfully fupported by 
the Alani^ and the Terving^. Another Gothic nation, en- 
tering into a confederacy with the Taifalae, declared war 
againft the Vandals and the Gapidx. In Africa the Ble- 
myes were engaged in hoftilities with the Ethiopians^ and 
the Moors plunged in a civil war. Neither was Perfia ex- 
empt from inteftine difturbances, raifed by Hormifda, who 
revolting from his brother Varranes II. endeavoured to ex- 
pel him the throne^ and feize it for himfelf, being fupport- 
ed in his unjuft pretenfions by feveral Ferfian lords and 
fome foreign nations ^. 

The Barbarians being thus diverted from making inroads 
into the empire, all the provinces fubjedl to Rome en- 
joyed profound tranquility, which, however, was but fliort- 
livcd, for next year, when Annibalianus and Afclepiodotus 
were confuls, the empire was in great danger of being torn 
in pieces by foreign as well as domeftic enemies. Caraufius ^J^fifnpin 
ftill held Britain ; the Perfians, delivered from their domeftic ^^^^j^f, 
broils, broke into Mefopotamia, and threatened Syria $ ^ '^''* 
the C^inquegentiani, perhaps fo called becaufe they con- 
fifted of five nations, joined in confederacy againft the Ro- 
mans, and over-run Africa ; M. Aurelius Julianus revolted 
in Italy, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor j the 
fame title was afiumed at Alexandria in Egypt by Achil- 
leus, ftyled on his coins L. Epidius Achilleus *. The two 
emperors, alarmed at the danger which threatened the em- 
pire, refolved to ftrengthen their intereft with the affiftance 
of others, and to name each of them a Cafar, who ihould 
fuoceed them in the empire, and joiiitly defend the Roman 
dominions both againft foreign invaders and domeftic ufur- 
pcrs. Purfuant to this refolution and agreement Dioclefian Thetw 
chofe Maximinus Galerius, and Maximian pitched upon ^P^^rs 
Conftantius, fumamed Chlorus 5 who were each, of them c^f^]^* 
vefted with the tribunitial and proconfular power, and ho- 
noured with the titles of Emperor, Father of their Country, 
and High Pontiff, which had hitherto been peculiar to the 
fovereign J^. The two emperors, the better to cement the 
union between them and their Caefars, obliged them to re^ 
pudiate their wives, and ally themfelves to the imperial fa- 
milies. Conftantius married Theodora, daughter-in-law to 

^Pancg. If. p. f 31— r37. .,« Aur. Vift. cpit. p. 524. Eutrop. 
f. 5S5. r Glut. p. 166, Eufeb. lib. viii. c»p. 17. p. 315. 
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Ma&imlan ( and Galerius efpoufed Valeriai tbe daughter 
of Dioclefian. 
Yr. of Fl. After the nomination of the two CaefarS) the empire was 
«64Q. divided into four parts : Dioclefian chofe the countries be- 
A. D. 191. yond the ^gsean fea ; Thrace and lilyricum were allotted 
U.C. 1040. jQ Galerius ; Italy and Africa, with the adjacent iflands, to 
*rhe tmpire ^^^^^^^^ 9 ^^d Gaul, Britain, and Spain, with Mauritania 
di<vidid Tingitana, to Conftantius. 

into four Each of thefe princes governed the provinces that fell to 
parts, his {hare with abfolute authority ; but the other three paid 
great deference to Dioclefian, acknowleging themfelves in- 
debted to him for the power they enjoyed, and revering 
him as their common father. An entire union and concord 
reigned among them, each carefully avoiding to aflume any 
fuperiority over the reft, or to give the leaft motive of jca- 
loufy or umbrage to his colleagues *• From this time the 
empire continued almoil conilantly divided ; but each em- 
peror was confidered as mailer 01 the whol^. Hence, to 
the laws which any of them enabled, were always pre- 
fixed the names of nis colleagues ; and likewife to all the 
7he eviU requefts and petitions that were prefented tp them. As 
atttnding [cach of the four fovereigns infilled upoq having as many 
this divi' officers^ both civil and military, and the fame number of 
•^** forces, as had been m^aintained by the (late when governed 

only by one emperor, there Were more foldiers to pay, than 
people to fupply the neceiTary fums. IJence the taxes and 
impofts were increafed beyond meafure, the inhabitants in 
the feveral provinces reduced to l^eggaryi and the lands left 
untilled. In proportion as the pieople grew lefs able to pay 
the heavy taxes, the number of the oncers was increafed 
. to cxaft them by force. Thus was the empire greatly 
weakened, and almoft ruined* Italy itfelf, which had hi- 
therto only fupplied the court, and the troops attending it 
with provifions, was obliged to fubrait to the fame tribute 
that was exadled from the other provinces *. 

Galerius, whom Dioclefian raifed to the dignity of Cae- 
far, is ftyled on mod of his coins, Caius Galerius Valerius 
Maximianus. He was born in a village near Sardica^ the 
metropolis of New Dacia ; his mother Romula haying re- 
tired thither from Old Dacia, or Dacia beyond the Danube, 
when that country was over-run by the Carpi. Galerius, 
ill honour of his mother, gave afterwards the name of B.o- 
mulianuih to the place of ms nativity ^. As Romula was 

» Evifeb. lib. viii. cap. 17. p. 315. Vidl. p. 5H* * Aur. 

Vidi. p. 5ia« i> Eutrop. p. 581. 

a pro- 
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a profefled enemy to the Chriftians^ ihe infpired her fon 
with the fame hatred ; and this chiefly occafioned the 
bloody perfecution which raged in the latter end of Dio* 
clefian's reign. Galerius Was defcended of an obfcure fa- 
mily ; for both he and his iifter's fon Maximinus^ whom 
he afterwards created Caefar, are faid to have been in their 
youth cow-herds : whence Galerius was nick-named Ar- 
mentarius^ from the Latin word armentum^ fignifying a 
drove of cattle. He was a perfon totally illiterate ) but ne- 
verthelefs raifed himfelf, from the mean condition of a 
common foldier, to the chief pofts in the army, having 
given fignal proofs of his valouj* and condu£i: under the 
emperors Aurelian and Probus * (P). He had no children 
by Valeria, the daughter of Dioclefian ; but a fpn, named 
CandidianuSj by a concubine, and a daughter by his former 
wife, who was married to Maxentius> the fon of Maxi« 
mian \ Of Conftantius, the other Csefar, we (hall fpeak 
in a more proper place. Galerius was no fooner created 
Cxfar, than he marched, with all the troops he could af- 
femble, againft the Barbarians in the neighbourhood of the 
Danube and lUyricum \ but performed nothing, either in 
this or the three following years, againft the enemies 
of Rome, which hiftorians have judged worth tranf- 
mitting to pofterity. He caufed feveral Targe forefts to be 
grubbed up in Lower Pannonia, and a lake to be dif- 
charged into the Danube ; by which means he gained a 
new province, which^^ from his wife's name, he ftyled Va- 
leria, lying between the Danube and the Draw, and known 
in future ages by the name of Pannonia Secunda *. Maxi* ^•»«*«** 
mian pafled this year over into Africa j where he gained f^*f!|l5L* 
a complete viftory over the Quinquegentiani, and reduced ff,ince. 
Julianus (who had ufurped the title of emperor in Italy, as 
we have hinted above, and afterwards crofied over into 
Africa) to fuch difficulties, that he difpatched himfelf by 
falling on his own fword ^. 

Conftantius was no fooner vefted with his new dignity, 
than he haftened into Gaul \ and arriving at Geflbriacum^ 

c Aur. Vi£i. Epit. p. 543. ' La6l. Perf.p. 401. 44* '9* i^* 

« Aur. Vi6t. p. 5S5, 5a6. Baadran. p. 303. ' Panegyr. 7, %. 

P- 93> «®5» '<>•• 

(?) La£lantius reckons him to cruelt)r, and a declared enemy 

amoDgft the worft emperors, to learning and men of let* 

abandoned to all manner of ters (1). 
wlckednels, naturally inclined 

(i) Laft. Perf. cap. 9. p. %. 
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now Boulogne, which was defenjded by the troops of Csk 
raufius, invefted the place, ahd blocked up the haven with 
huge beams driven into the ground at the entrance^ and 
heaps of great (tones like a rampart. The garrifon being 
by this mole prevented from returning into Britain, and 
deprived of all hopes of relief, fubmitted to CohftantiuSt 
and were incorporated among his troops : but the mole, 
which had continued firm for leveral days, was entirely de- 
ftroyed by the firft tide after the furrender of the city. 
Conftantius, notwith (landing the redu£iion of that import- 
ant place, did not yet attempt the recovery of Britain, not 
thinking himfelf furni(hed with a fuiEcient number of (hips 
for fo great an undertaking. In the following year, Dio- 
clefian being conful the fifth time, and Maximian the 
fourth, Caraufius was treacheroufly murdered by Alleftus, 
his bofom-friend and prime minifter, who ufurped the 
government, and proclaimed himfelf emperor b. Conftan- 
tius, while his fleet was preparing in the ports on the ocean 
for the Briti(h expedition, cleared Batavia of the Franks, 
who had feized on that country \ and tranfplanted themt 
with their wives and children, into other parts of the em- 
pire that were deftitute of inhabitantSt obliging thjem to 
till the ground, to pay tribute, and fupply, when req^uired, 
, ^ certain' number of troops ^ ( Q^). 



8 Eutrop. p. 586. 
»o6, 107. ' 



k Pancgyr. 1. 3. 7, 8. p. 3. 47. 93. 104. 



( Q^) Eumenius, the pane- 
gyrift, tells us,'that Conftantius 
performed many exploits before 
lie attempted the reduction of 
Britain ; that he exterminated 
l^vcral barbarous nations ; cx- 
tfended the limits of the empire, 
Tfsftored many provinces ; piU 
laged and laid waile Germany 
^qm the Rhine to the Daiiube ; 
^nd took the king of a very 
^erce and warlike nation pri- 
ibner. He reftored to its 
ancient fplehdour the city of 
Auguflodunum, now Autun, 
which had been almoft ruined 
biy Tetricus, for having revolt- 
ed from him, and invited the 
pmperor Claudius into Gaul. 



The temples, baths, and other 
public edifices, nay even moft of 
the houfes belonging to private 
perfons were, at an immenfe 
charge, rebuilt by Conflantius, 
who moreover embelliftied the 
city with magnificent aque- 
dufSts, fupplied It with plenty of 
water, tranfplanted thither the 
moft confpicuous families in the 
other provinces, prevailed upon 
the famous orator Eumenius, 
who was himfelf a native of the 
place, to take upon him the 
charge of educating apd in- 
ftru£ting their youth, and in 
ijbort did all that lay in bis pov^er 
to raife Autun above all the 
other cities of Gaul (i). 



(ij Panegyr. 6. 8, 9. p* 85. in. 114. 
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• . Tvo ftrong caftles w^re built by Gakriud on Ae Danube^ 
in the country of the Sarmatians ; one oppofitq Acincttm^ 
or Aquincum, now Strigonium^ or Gran, in Lower Hun« 

8ry ; the other facing oononia, which ftood between the 
raw and Save, and is at prefent known by the .name of 
Bonmofton From the date of feveral lawS) publiihed this 
suid the preceding year, it appears, that Dioclefian fpenl 
tbem both in lUyricum and Thrace, which provinces be* 
longed to Galerius, whom perhaps he was coxne to ai&ft 
:)gainft the Barbarians on the other fide of the Danube : un 
the fame manner we fliali fee Maximian enter Gaul to de* 
fiend that province againft the incurfion^ of the Barbarians^ 
while Conftantius was employed in Britain. The Carpi^ 
after having long maintained themlelves in fpite of the ut« 
moft efforts of the Roman emperors, were at length entirely 
reduced by Galerius, and by Dioclefian tranfplanted into 
^e territories of the empire, chiefly into Pannonia K Dio- 
clefian being conful the fixth time, and Conftantius the jEe- 
cond, in the year 296, the latter, after three years prepay Cenftantm 
rations, undertook at length the redu^ion of Britain. itruadis 

Having equipped two fleets on different parts of the coaft ^^^^* 
of Gaul, h^ gave the command of one to A£clepiodotus^ 
his prxtoriaix^prsefefi, and (ailed in perfon with the other 
from Geflbriacum, now Boulogne^ Alle£tus likewife di« 
vided his navy, ftatloning one fquadron at the iile of Wight, 
tp obferve the motions of Afclepiodotus, whilft he himleUi 
with the other remained upon the coaft of Kent, ready to 
oppofe Conftantius. Both the fleets of Conftantius feemed 
to have failed about the fame time for the coaft of Britain. 
That under Afclepiodotus pafling by the fquadron of Al- 
le£lus oiF the Ifle of, Wight in a thick fog which prevented 
their being defcried, landed without oppofition, and their 
commander ordered the (hips to be burnt, that the troops 
might have no refource but their valour* AUe&us was no 
fooner apprifed of his landing than he haftened to the place 
where th^ ds^nger feemed moi^ prefliiig ; fo that Conftan** 
tius landed without oppofition, and was received as a delir- 
▼crer by the Britons, who had been grievoufly opprefiTed. 
Mean while Alle£tus diftrufting the Roman troops under AUiQm 
his command, marched with the auxiliaries only againft defiated 
Afclepiodotus, and hazarding a battle was entirely defeated^ Mdfioin* 
He himfelf was overtaken in his flight, and having quitt«4 
the imperial ornaments that he might efcape notice, wsui 
flain before his rank was difcovered* A body of FraaJcs,. 
however, reached London unbroke, in hopes of being abl^ 

< Paneg. 8, p. 105, 107. Jorn. rer. Goth. cap. i6. p. 634, Auiu 
Vi^. p. 5»5, £ut|:op. p. 5S(i« AnnMaa. lib. xxviii. p. 357. 
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to pillage the city, and retire with their bootj by fea : but 
they were anticipated by fome of the (hips o/Conftantius> 
which had been driven into the Thames by ftrefs of wea- 
ther. The troops on board of thefe (hips not only proteft- 
ed the city ; but falling upon the Barbarians, routed them 
with great flaughter. Thus were the troubles of Bri- 
tain appeafed, and the province reduced to obedience 
after a rebellion of ten years. Conftantius, who was a 
mild and merciful prince, made the nobleft ufe of this vic- 
tory : he (ludied to relieve the people after the long op- 
preilion they had undergone \ he ordered reftitution to be 
made to thofe who had been unjuftly deprived of their 
eftates ; law, order, and fecurity were re-ellabiifhed ; and 
even the guilty experienced the generofity of the conqueror. 
He publifhed a general amnefty, and peace was rcftored 
through every part of the ifland. 

Conftantius, having fettled affairs in Britain, returned to 
Gaul \ and, tranfplanting great numbers of Franks into 
that province, peopled the countries of Amiens, Beauvois^ 
Troies, and Langres, which were almoil deftitute of inha- 
bitants, obliging the new-comers to cultivate the lands, to 
pay the ufual tributes, and fupply the Roman armies with 
a certain number of troops *^- The fame year Dioclefian 
recovered Egypt from Achilleus, who had caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor, and held that province for the 
fpace of near (ix years ^ Dioclefian marched againft him 
in perfon, overcame him without much difficulty, and pu- 
nifhed him with death (R). 

The fucceeding confuls were Maximianus the fifth time^ 
and Galerius the fecond. The former, quitting Gaul upon 
the return of Conftantius from Britain, crofTed over into 
Africa, routed the armies of the rebellious Moors, befieged 
their cailles and ftrong-bolds, drove them from their moun- 
tains and rocks, which, they had hitherto deemed impreg- 
nable ; and, having obliged them to lay down their arms» 
and furrender at difcretion, tranfplanted them into other 

k Valef. Rer. Franc, lib. i. p. 15* 1 Birag. p. 430. 



(R) Conftantine, the fon of 
Conftantius, attended Diocle- 
fian in this war ; for Eufebius 
telk us, that he faw him as he 
p»ffed with the emperor through 
Falseftine (i). The cities of 
Coptos and Buiiris in Thebais, 

(i] Eufeb. Viti Conftant. lib. i. cap. 19. pi 417. 
Chroftograph. p. 4, 6. (3) Paneg. 8, p, 105. 



having fided in this war with 
Achilleus, were utterly ruined 
by Dioclefian (2). Eumenius 
tells us, that the victories gained 
by Dioclefian in Egypt ftruck 
terror into the Indians and Ethi- 
opians (3). 

(t) Tbcoph. 
COun-* 
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countries ">. The fame year Narfes, king of Perfiai en« 
vying the glory of Sapor, who had defeated the Roman ar- 
mies, and taken the emperor himfelf prifoner, entered Ar- 
menia at the head of a powerful army; and, having quickly 
reduced that kingdom, advanced into Mefopotamia. Dio- 
clefian, intimidated by the misfortune that had befallen 
the unhappy Valerian, iaftead of advancing againft him in 
perfon, withdrew into Egypt, committing the whole ma** 
nagement of that dangerous war to Galerius, whom he or- 
dered to leave lUyricum immediately, and march into Me- 
fopotamia, to oppofe the attempts of the Perfian monarch. 
Galerius flew to Mefopotamia, and meeting the Perfians 
between Callinicum and Carrhae, engaged their numerous 
army with a fmall body of troops. The battle lafted fome GmUrmt 
hours ; but in the end the Romans, overpowered with num- d^taud hf 
bers, were forced to give ground, and fave themfelves nforfa 
by flight. Galerius hurried to Dioclefian, to give him ^^^ 
an account of the difafier, and confult about the moft ^^ 
proper meafures to prevent the evil confequences that might 
attend it. The emperor, who at his arrival was taking the 
air in the fields, received him with the greateft contempt, 
and fuflFered him, attired as he was with the purple, to 
walk one, or, as others write, feveral miles by his chariot ^. 
This aflPront, inftead of diiheartening Galerius, infpired him 
with an eager defire of wiping off the disgrace of his late 
defeat. Having therefore, with much difficulty, obtained 
Dioclefian's cohfent to raife another army, he anembled all 
the troops in Illyricum and Moefia ; raifed new levies ; and 
in a (hoft time entered Armenia with a confiderable army. 
All authors agree, that Galerius, in this war, performed 
all that could be expedited from a brave foldier and expe- 
rienced commander: he even went in perfon, attended 
only by two horfemen, to reconnoitre the enemy, aflTuming 
the charader qf a deputy fent by the Roman empeicor to the 
Perfian mpijaiich. 

Having thus viewed the enemy's camp and works, he at- Jfarfgtutn 
tacked them fo yig^roufly, and condu£l:ed the whole adion terljf di^ 
with fuch prudence and addrefs, that only with twenty-five ^i^^^J^^ 
thoufand men he forced their intrenchments, though de- /^Xo^Ih 
fended by ah innumerable multitude, cut above twenty Urius. 
thoufand of them in pieces, took an immenfe booty, and 
an incredible number of prifoners, among whom were the 
Icing's wives, fifters, and children, together with a great 

^ Paneg. %, p. io5««io8. » Aur- Vid. p. 5*5. Jnl. Orat, i. 

|»* 31. Ammian. Ub^ xiv. p. s;. 

many 
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many perfons of the firft rank ®. Galcrius treated the prin* 
cefles with great refpe£t, and would not fuffer the lead af- 
front to be offered to them 5 a circumftance which fecmed 
fo furprifing to the Perfians, that thcj owned themfelves as 
much inferior to the Romans in chaftity as in valour. Eu- 
tropius relates, that Licinius, afterwards emperor, figna- 
li^ed himfelf on this occafion. Narfes, who was prefent . 
at this battle, and, according to Zonara$» wounded in the 
beginning of the engagement, fled with the reft, and took 
TA# Fit' flielter in the moft remote dcferts of his kingdom ; whence 
jUmsfui he fent Apharban, one of his chief favourites, to conclude 
fwfeaa\ a peace with the Romans upon any terms. Apharban, in 
the moft fubmiffive manner, entreated the conqueror not to 
deftroy the Perfian empire, but to ufe his fuccefs with mo- 
deration, which, he faid, would gain him greater reputa- 
tion and fame than the viftory itfelf. The conditions of 
the peace he left entirely to him ; and only begged, in his 
mafter's name, that, mindful of the generofity which in 
all ages had been peculiar to the Romans, he would add 
to the obligations which he already owed him for treating 
his wives and children with fuch humanity, that of reftor- 
kig them to their former condition. Galerius replied, that 
it ill becime the Perfians to expeft moderation in others^ 
j^r they had in fuch an infamous manner abufed their 
vi€kory, in treating their illuftrious captive Valerian like 
the meoneft of their flaves, nay, worfe than their beafts of 
burden. ** However, as it is beneath a Roman (added he), 
to retaliate fuch indignities, and we are taught to fpare 
thofe who fubmit, and humble fuch as oppofe us, let your 
matter know^ that he may perhaps foon have the pleafure 
of feeing the perfons who arc fo dear to him '." 

Galerius, having difmified the Perfian ambaflTador, vi- 
fited Dioclefian, who received him at Nifibis in Mefopota- 
mia with all poffible marks of honour and efteem 5 and they 
held feveral conferences on the fubjefl: of a pacification. 
"We are told, that they might have eafily reduced Perfia to 
a Roman province, but that Dioclefian did not approve of 
it, for reafons which no hiftorian has fpecified ^. Sicorius 
Probus, one of Galerlus's fecrctaries, was therefore dif- 

Satched to Narfes, who received him with great demon- 
rations of kindnefs and efteem, and foon after admitted 
him to an audience on the banks of the Afprudis in Media, 
m the prefence only of Apharban and two others. The 

^ * Egtrop. p. 5«6. Fcftus, p. 553. Laft.Pcrfec cap. 9, p. 8. Am- 

inian. lib. xxiii. p. 145. Zonar. p. H4* ' Petr* Patric. Legat. 

ju x6. 9 Aur. Vi6t. p. 515. 

terms 
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terms propofed by Probus were, that Narfes (hould cede to ^kick h 
the Romans the five following provinces, Intelene, So- granted 
phene, Arzacenes Carduene» and Zabdicene $ that the Ti- t^^9 «/m 

frisihould be the boundary between the two empires ; that ^^^'VjJ^' 
lifibis fhould be a common emporium to both nations ; 'pfoCh!c4s 
that the limits of Armenia fhould be extended to the caftle /« t/n r^^ 
of Zintha^ on the confines of Media ; and, laftly, that the mans. 
king of Iberia (hould receive his crown from the hands <>{ 
the Roman emperor. Narfes excepted againft the article 
relating to Nifibis^ but complied with the reft. A peace 
was concluded, ,and the Perfian king's wives and children 
were delivered to that monarch '. This peace proved very 
;idvantagequs to the Romans, and was kept inviolate forty 
years. 

For thefe conquefts Galerius affumed the pompous titles 
of Perficus, Armeniacus, Medicus, and Adiabenicus ; and 
became fo elated with his viflory, that Diocletian began to CaUrtus 
take umbrage at his haughty behaviour, imagining, that he elated, 
would not be any longer fatisfied with the bare title of Cx- '^fj^ ^^ 
far •. In the following yekr, Anicius Fauftus being con«» '^^^^^J* 
ful the fecond time with Severus Gallus, Dioclefian built 
feveral forts iind caftles on the frontiers of the empire to- 
wards Perfia ; and furrounded with high walls, and ftrong 
towers, the caftle of Cercufium in Mefopotamia, at tl;ie 
confluence of the Aboras and the Euphrates ^ The next 
confuls were, Dioclefian the fe vent h time, and Maximian , 
the fixth. This year the Marcomanni and Baftarnac fuf^* 
fered a terrible defeat, and great numbers of their captives 
were tranfplanted into the Roman territories ". From (c* 
veral laws it appears, that Dioclefian was this year, in the) 
months of January, February, April, and November, at 
Sirmium, and on the fifth of June at PhilippopOlis inf 
Thrace, The following year, when Conftantius and Gale- 
rius were confuls the third time, is quite barren of events. 

The next confuls were, Titianus the fecond time, and Yr. of Fl. 
Nepotianus, whom Onuphrius fuppofes to be the father of *^49« 
Flavius Popilius Nepotianus, who ufurped the empire fifty ^'^* 3oi. 
years after ^. At this period Conftantius gained a remark- ' ''^^* 
able victory over the Alemanni, who, attacking him by CenfiantiuM 
fdrprize, when he had but a fmall body of troops with him,- gainsafig^ 
forced him to retire, and Ihelter himfelf behind the walls ntd^viaery 
of Langres. But his army arriving a few hours after he *2!Li^' 
had entered the city, he fallied out at the head of a detach- '^****'* 

r Petr. Patric. Legat. p. 29. < Eufeb. lib. viii* cap. 17. Lad*. 
Perf. cdp. 9. p, 9* t Paneg. p. 121. Grut. p. i^^, 167. 

Ammtan. hb. xxix. p. 359* n Aur. Vi^r, p. %%^ Eutrop. 

pb JS6; ^ Onuph. p. a6x. 
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mene, joined bb other forces, and, falling upon the enemy^ 
cut fixtT thoufand of them in pieces * (S). Dioclefian was, 
on the rourth of July, at Antioch in Syria. • When Con- 
ftantius and Galerins were confuls the fourth dnie, a great 
fcarcity prevailed in moft provinces of the empire ^ . Diocle- 
fian, to obviate that evil, fixed the prices of provifion ; but 
the rates being too low, the traders, inftead of expoling to 
fale, concealed their commodities: by which means the 
dearth was converted into a famine^ which raged till the 
merchfints were allowed to fell their commodities at their 
own prices (T). Dioclefian pafled this year partly in Syria, 
and partly at Nicomedia in Bithynia« with Galerius *. The 
next winter he and Galerius fpent at Nicomedia in Bithy- 
nia, in confultations, not about the means of e*xtending the 
empire, and fecuring it againft the inctirfions of the Bar- 
barians, but concerning the moft effe£tual* methods of ut« 
terly extirpating the Chriftian religion, to which Galerius 
had imbibed, from his infancy, an irreconcileable hatred. 
He found means to infpire Dioclefian with the fame ani- 
mofity» which produced a general perfecution (U). 

About 



X Zonar. p. «44» Panegyr. 7. p. 93. 
p. 361. z Cod. p. ft4o. 143. 

(S) Eumenius mentions an- 
other v56tory ^ned this year by 
Conitantius m the plains of 
Vindoniila, now Vindifcb, in 
the canton of Bern, near the 
confluence of the Aar and the 
Rufs ( I ) . The fame writer re- 
cords, that a numerous army, 
Goniiiting of different German 
nations, having rendezvoufed in 
an iiland in the Rhine, while 
that river was frozen over, were 
by a fudden thaw fhut up there, 
and obliged to furrender at dif- 
crecion to the Romans, who 
blocked them up with their 
fleet. 

(T) Procopius writes, that 
Dioclefian ordered t\yo millions 
of buihels of corn to be yearly 
diflributed among the inhabit- 



7 IaBl, Perf. cap. 7. 



ants of that populous metro- 
polis (2)« 

(U) This perfecution began 
on the twenty-third of February 
of this year 303, the nineteenth 
of Dioclefian's reign, and raged 
ten whole years with the moft 
unrelent\pg cruelty, theChriili- 
ans being every where, without 
diftin^on of iex, age, or con- 
dition, dragged to execution, 
and tortured with the moft ex- 
qutfite torments rage, cruelty, 
and hatred, could invent. A 
few days after the ifluing of 
the firft edicts againft the 
Chriftians, a fire broke out in 
the palace at Nicomedia, where 
Dioclefian and Galerius refided, 
and reduced part of it 'to aflies 
(3), Eufebius writes, that he 



(OPanegyr. 7.p. 91 
cap*&6,p.^7. 



>. 91. Baudr. p. 31. (t) Procop. Arcan* Hift* 
(3} La^. Perf* cap, 14. p. la. 
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About this time Eugenius afTumed the title of emperor Eugenius 
in Syria. He commanded five hundred men in Seleucia, froclaimed 

. whp, being employed in the day-time in cleanfing the har- ^P^^orbf 
bour of that city, and in the night in baking their own ^J^/ 

. bread, refolved to revolt, and proclaim their leader em- ' 

• peror, Eugenius at firlt refufed the dignity offered him ; 
but was at length confirained, through fear, to accept it ; 
for they threatened him with inftant death, if he did not 
fecond theit- deGgns. Being arrayed with a purple robe 
taken from the ftatue of one of the gods, he led his men to 

. Antioch 5 which city he reached the fame day in the clofe 
of the evening, and entered without oppofition, as there was 
no garrifon in the place, and the inhabitants were, en- 
tirely ignorant of his intentions : but when he began to a£): 
as emperor, the whole city rofe, and, falling upon the re- 
bels, with fuch arms as chance prefented, killed them all «||;^9 ^^ 
to a man before midnight. Thus the empire of Eugenius all cut im 
began and ended the fame day •. Dioclefian ought rather ^'>^«« 
to have rewarded than pun i (bed the Antiochians ; but on Tkecriult^ 
this occaiion he afted with the mod cruel ingratitude, ofDiocU- 

.without payidg any regard to the ufual forms of law, he ■^^•/V*' 
commanded the chief magiftrates of Antioch and Seleucia ^^ 
to be publicly executed, under pretence of their being privy 
to the confpiracy **. 

Towards the clofe of the year, Dioclefian and Maximian, Dhclefiam 
with their two Caefars, Conftantius and Galerius, returned triumpht, 
to Rome, and enjoyed the honour of a triumph, which the ^dl*»o€$ 
fenate had long fince decreed, and which their many vie- ***''• 
tories and conquefts fully merited. As Dioclefian, both 

» Ltban. orat. xi v. p. 399. & orat. x v. p. 410, 411. b Idem. ibid. 

could never know how that ac- before it had done any great 

cident happened (4) . Conftan- mifchief. ^ However, it had the 

tine, who was on the fpot, effect which was intended by 

afcribes it to lightning (5) ; and the author, Galerius : for Dio- 

La&ntius affures us, that Ga- clefian, afcribing it to the 

leriuB caufed fire to be privately ©hriftians, refolved to punifh 

fet to the palace, that he might them with the utmoft feverity ; 

accufe the ChrifHans, and by and Galerius, the more to ex- 

that calumny incenfe Dioclefian afpetatehim againft them, with- 

ilill more againft them. The drew from Nicomedia the fame 

emperor was greatly alarmed by day, pretending that he was 

a fecond fire, which broke out afraid of being burnt alive by 

in the palace fifteen days after thofe incendiaries (6) . 
the firft, but was extinguiihed 

(4) Idem. ibid. (5) Conft. Orat. ad Sana. Coetum. (6} Eufeb. 
de Martyr. Paiaeft. cap. z. p. 320. 

in 
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in his triumpb, and the fports that followed, fheitr^d greater 
csconomy than was pleafing to the ^populace, they took 
thence occafion to rally him with great indecency i a free- 
dom which he refented, by leaving the city foon after his 
triumph, and reached Ravenna on the nineteenth of De- 
Hh iUnefs* cember. As the feafon was then both rainy and cold, he 
contraded a lingering diftemper, which in a fhbrt time (o 
weakened him, that he could neither walk nor ftand ^. In 
the beginning of the fpring he quitted Ravenna, and paffing 
through Venetia and Illyficum in a litter, arrived at Nicb- 
media in the beginning of autumn. As his diftemper en- 
creafed daily, on the 'thirteenth of December he fwqoned, 
and was believed to have paid the laft debt of mortality. 
However, he recovered his fight and voice ; but bis head 
remained fo affeded, that thenceforth he was frequently 
feized with fits, which deprived bitn of the ufe of his rea- 
fon. As he was not in a condition to appear abroad till the 
firft of March of the following year, many perfons believed 
he was dead ; but that his death was kept concealed till the 
arrival of Galerius, left the foldiers (hould, in the mean 
time, according to cuftoro, prodaim a new emperor ''^ To 
diilipate this report, he (hewed himfelf to the people of 
Nicomedia on the firft of March ; but there appeared fuch 
a change in his countenance, that many doubted whether 
it was the fame perfon. Soon after, Galerius arrived, who 
had already threatened Maximian with a civil war, if he 
did tiot refign the empire. He now came into Nicomedia, 
to oblige Dioclefian Kkewife to give up the fovereignty, 
fince he was no longer able to difcbarge the fun£tions of 
th^ imperial dignity. 

' As Dioclefian did not yield to the reafons he alleged, but 
only offered to Chare the empire with him and Conftantius, 
Galerius told him plainly, that, if he did not refign wil- 
lingly, he would force him to abdicate. Diockfian, intir 
midated by thefe menaces, and apprifed, that Galerius, who 
had, for fome time, been encreafing his army with new- 
levies, was in a condition to make good his threats, yielded 
Galerius ^^ length. It was agreed, that Dioclefian and Maximian 
obliges him fhottld renounce the fovereignty ; that Conftantius and Ga- 
za renounce lerius fliould, at the fame time, be vefted with it ; and that, 
the empire, topreferve the form of government introduced by Dioclefian, 
two new Caefars (hould be appointed. Dioclefian imme- 
diatdy difpatched an exprefs to Maximian, theii at Milan^ 
acquainting hinfi with what had paiTed at Nicomedia. He 

e La£t. Perfec. cap. 17, p. i5« Ammi{tti« lib. xvi* ^. i^u ' Eu- 
fcfb. lib. viii. cap. 13. 

was 



WtR ho ledTs ufiii^iUisig than hU colleague, to part with tlie 
Ibverei^y} but iteverdaejcfaj to avoid a qivU w^r, i^ 
vhich he was convinced Qalerius 'Sirould prevaU, Ue adopt^ 
die fame meafores ^ (W). As two new CTtfyva were tp bp 
tSatokuy Dioclefiati piK>pqfed Maxemiu^, t^e fonof Msixir 
mtan, and ibn*in-lawol Galerius^ apd Conftantine, the.fo^ 
of Coaftaatias ; but Galerius» reje<^ing them, prevailed 
lipon Dioolefiaki t^ Dominate two others, Severos, whom Maximl^ 
ic had sb-eady fent to receive the p«rpic from Maxiraian, ^^'^f*?^ 
and Data,or Daza, hi$ fitter'^ fon, to whojp;i l^e had lately ^^'^qJI^II 
^ven (he name of Maximin. They ^ere both g/eatly $U- 
iached to Galerius, but neither pf them' v^asqiaalified f<(V 
fttch a high flation. 

On the firfl: of May Dioclefian refigned jthe empire in Vr. of Fl. 
tibe prefence of his court, and the army, divefting himfelf ^^ss* 
pf the purple, and delivering it to Maicimiz?, whom at the ^'^* ^^^* 
ifame time he declared Caefar, together with Severus* Dio^ ' '^^^l 
cleiian, before he re£gned the purpk, made an harangue to DiecUfian 
fbe foldiers, telling them, that, hia infirmities obliging him and MaxU 
io retire, he yiel<kd the eiopire to Conftantius aad Galc^ mian rejign 
rius, who were more able, and better qualified, than he, to '^' tn^pin. 
diicharge fo difficult a truft. When the ceremony was 
over^ Dioclefian pafied through Nicomedia with a fmall re- 
tinue, and, retiring to Dalmatia, his native country, chofe 
«he city of Saiona for the place of his refiden^ ^ The 
fame day Maximian, ^quitting the purple at Milan, con- 
£gned it to Severus, declared Conftantius and Gal^rlus em- 
|>erors, and then retired to Lucania, where we fhall foon 
jee him raifin? difturbances, with a defign to regime ^he 
dignity which he had been forced to renounce. 

e Laft. Per/«c. cap. 17. p. 15. 5c cap. iS. p. r6« ^ Ibid* cap. if. 

p. 16, 17. VIA. Epft. p. 543. 

^W) Such is the account count of the fit* to which he 

which Laftantius gives us of was fubjedfc, refigned of his own 

the refignation of Maximian accord; and the^ panegynftsy 

and Dioclefian ; but this author who wrote at that time, mentiqn 

is apt to put the worft con< his refignation as a (hiningio- 

ilrucHoQs upon every article of fiance of greathefs, generofity, 

DiociefiaB'^ cowhid. Conflan- and an utter contempt of all 

tine, who was then at Nico- human grandeur; and affert, 

media, and lodged in the &me that both he and Maximian haSd 

palace with Dioclefi^, amires agreed long before, and evea 

118, SUA fpeech which he pro- bound themielves by a folqnia 

Bounded an puUic, that^the o^th in the Capltpl^ tp i^gpi 

^emperor, thinking himfelihno th^ ip«ereignt3r(j)« 
kni^ ablei to govern, on ac- 

(O^onfUht. Orat«etfp. S5« 
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DiodeGan pafled the remainder of his life at a countrf- 
feat in the neighbourhood of Salona, on the fpot where the 
city of Spalato was afterwards built. The ruins of his pa- 
lace are ftiU vifible, and take up two thirds of the town. 
It was, according to Conftantius Porphyrogenitus, a rtioft 
ftately and magnificent building, and contained four tem- 

Ele$, one of which is dill entire, and the cathedral of Spa- 
ito. Dioclefian diverted himfelf, during his retirement, 
with cultivating a garden, often repeating, ** Now I live j^ 
now I fee the beauty of the fun.*' Some time after, when 
Maximian and others preflid him' to refume the empire, he 
returned this anfwer ; " I wifli you would but come to Sa- 
lona, that i might fhew you the colworts which I have 
planted with my own hands ; I am fure you would never 
more mention the etnpire to me s (X)." He died, according 
to Aurelius Viftor*, foon after the marriage of Liciniusj _ 
which was celebrated in the March of the year 313, after 
having lived about eighty years, and reigned twenty and 
fome months. He was deified with the ufual folemnities *, 
probably by Licinius, or Madmtn II. for Conftantine, at 
the time of his death, profefled the Chriftlan religion. Li- 
banius writes, that Dioclefian (hewed himfeif in mauy,but 
not in all things, an excellent prince^; and the emperor 
Julian commends him for having done many things that 
proved very% ufeful to the public *. He enaftcd a great 
many excellent laws, and was fo far from countenancing 
informers, that he commanded them to be executed when 
they could not fupport their charge. He would not receive 
the accufation of Thaumafius againfl his benefa£lor Sym- 
machus, in whofe houfe he had been brought up \ and con- 
demned another to banifliment for informing againfl his 
brother "t. He encouraged and preferred perfons df merit 
and virtue, difcounienanced vice, managed the public mo« 



e Eutrop. p. 5S7. 
Eufeb. lib. ix. cap. lO. p. 
1 Jul. Orat. i. p. 11. 
&Ieg. 12. p. 8 id. 



h Aur. Via. p. 54.2. * Eutrop. p. 5S6. 

364. ^ Liban. Orat. xiv. p. 399. 

m Cod Juft.lib. ix. tit. i. leg. 17. p. m. 



(X) He was long honoured in 
his retreat by the princes that 
reigned after him, who revered 
him as their common father, 
fince to him they were indebted 
for their dignity. In his time 
they confecrated the thermae, 
or hot-baths, which he had be-* 
gun at Rome, and confulted 



him in allafTairB of importance, 
paying great deference' to his 
counfels. La^hmtius, and o- 
ther Chriftian writers, have re- 
prefented him as cowardly, 
cruel, and rapacioixs : the Pa- 
gan hiftorians have celebrated 
him as a great, magnificent, 
and good princQ. 

aey 
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ney with great frugality, encouraged the worlhip of the 
gods, and was, till feduced by Galerius, rather a friend 
than an enemy to the Chriflrians, of whom he had, till the 
year 303, great numbers both in his court and armv". 

He was gteatly addided to building, and emoellifiied HispMie 
feveral cities of the empire, efpecially Rome, Carthage^ Mi- ^mMitigt. 
l^n, and Nicomedia, with many (lately edifices ( Y). Wc 
cannot help obferying, before we clofe this chapter, that 
though no reign was more remarkable either for length, or ' 
variety of great events, than Dioclefian's, yet no priricc** 
reign is lefs known ; a circumftance which would appear 
more furprifing, did we not know that Chriftiaoity became 
the emperor's religion in the next reign ; and that in all 
probability the Chriftians fuppreifed all hiftories and me- 
moirs relating to Dioclefian, whom they hated as their moft 
cruel enemy and perfecutor • (Z). 

CHAP. 
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* Gaufab. not» 



(Y) Frotn the fuifts of his 
thermse, or public hot baths, 
which are ftill viiited and admir- 
ed by all travellers, we may 
judge of the grandeur aAd mag- 
nificence of that furprifing fa'& 
brie. Befides the bathing- 
places, in which three thoufand 
perfons could conveniently bathe 
at a time, there were many 
other rooms and apartments l 
for the books which were depofit- 
ed in Trajan's library were con- 
veyed thither ( I ). The em- 
peror Conflantius 11. when he 
came to Rome in 358, admired 
nothing fo much as Dioclefian's 
bath, which Teemed father a 
province, fays Ammianus,than 
a building (2). 

(Z) Claudius Eufthenius, fe- 
cretary to Dioclefian, wrote the 
hiflory of the four princes Dio- 
clefian, Maximian, Conftan- 
tins, and Galerius (3) ; and 



this is all wt kdow of hiau The 
Augulline writers, Sparcian, 
Lahipridius, Vulcatius, Cap!- 
folinus, Pollio, and Vopifcus, 
all lived in the rieign of Diocle- 
fian, though fom'e of them flou* 
riihed under his fucceflbr^. M- 
lius Spai-tianus vftott firft the 
lives of all thfe emperors, from 
Julius Csefar to Adrian, atid 
afterwards relblved to add the 
lives of all the other emperors 
and Caefars, and to infcrib^ the 
whole to Dioclefian, of whofe 
family he feems to have been 
a branch (4). Thefc fix writers, 
Spartian, Lampridius, . Vulca^^ 
"^tius, Capitolinus, Pollio, and 
Vopifdus, are known to the 
learned by the nameof Hiftorie 
Auguftas Scriptures, though 
they are in reality rather biogra- 
phers than hiftorians, and take 
more care to inform as of the 
good^ and bad qualities of the 



(i) Eufeb. Chron. p. 144. 
%) Ammian. HU xvi. p* 71. 
it. p. 13. 16. 



<(i 



Prob. Vit. p. 233. 
(3) Car.Vit.p. X54« 

F 2 



Vift. epit p. s*S» 
(4)Ver. 
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T'he Roman Hijiory^from the Refignation ofDitH 
clefian^ to the Removal of the Imperial Seat to 
Conjiantinople^ by Conftantine the Great. 

Yr. of Fl. ¥J P O N the refignation of Dioclefian and Maximian, the 

«65v \J ^^Q Cxfars, Conftantius and Galcrius, were nniver- 

fally acknowleged emperors. Of the latter we have fpoken 

already, and (h^ll here give a fuccin£b account of the birth, 

education. 
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emperors, of their birth, edu- 
cation, ftature, mien, and even 
their diet and the clpaths they 
wore* than to defcribe their 
wars, the laws they enacted, 
and the great revolutions that 
happened during their refpec- 
tive reigns. VopiicuS} in the 
opinion of the learned, far ex- 
cels the reft, both as to his me- 
thod and fiyle; but neverthe* 
lefs has many imperfections, 
and is not to ht compared with 
any of die ancient Latin hifio- 
rianft. The other five betray 
great want of judgment in their 
choice, and of method in di- 
gefting their materials. Of 
thefe ttx writers Capitolinus is 
themoft confufed and injudi- 
cious ; whence fome have fuf- 
pe&d, that the author of this 
coUe^on had mixed and blend- 
ed together the relations of Ca- 
pitolinus, Spartian, and fome 
others ($)• Their ftyle is vul- 
^v and unpoliflied, their ex- 
preifions uoceuth, and fome- 
dmes hardly intelligible. Vo- 

SifcuB obferves, tfauat Lampri- 
ius and Capttolbus .attended 



more to truth than elegance in 
their narrations (6). Pollio 
owns his fl^rle to have nothing 
of the dignity of the ancients 
(7). But or the many hifto- 
nans, fome fay fifty and up- 
wards, who have written on 
the fame fubje6^, only the 
above mentioned fix have reach- 
ed us. Tatius, or Statius Cy- 
rillus, was contemporary with 
thefe writers, and tranfiated the 
lives of feveral emperors out of 
Greek into Latm. Conlbn* 
tine perfuaded him to abridge 
them, and to join feveral lives 
together in one volume (8). 
His work has been long fince 
loft. Sotericus,' a poet and hif- 
torian, fk>uri(hed in the reign 
of Dioclefian, 'On whom he 
wrote a panegyric. He was a 
native of Oaus in Libya, and 
much efleemed by the learn- 
ed men of his age. He left (e* 
veral works, and, among the 
reft, the life of Apolloniu* 
Tyaneus (9) ; but only a fmaU 
fragment of what he wrote has 
been conveyed to as by the 
fcholiafl of Lycophron (i). 



<5) Vidic Cmfab. in Spapt. p. 13. 
(7) Trig. Tyran. p. 184. (8) Max. Vit. p. 



cap. 7. p. 193. 
ii. c;^. 16. p. 246* 



(9)Suid. p.784. 



(S) Prob. Vit. p. 234. 
p. 138. Voff. Hift. Lai. 
(0 Voir. Hill. Grsec. lib. 

But, 
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education^ preferments, and qualities of Conftantius, the ctmfimna'tn 
father c^ the great Cooftantine, to whom the Chriftian re* amdGmk" 

ligion 



But, of all the writer* who 
fiourifhcd under Dioclcfian, the 
niofk famous was the philofo- 
phcr Porphyriuf, born in the 
city of Tyre ( a) . He was dif- 
ciple to LoQginus, under whom 
he fiudied at Athens the phiio- 
fopby of PlatO| and made fuch 
progrefs in learning, that he 
Deeame the honour and orna- 
ment of that fchool ( 3 ) . Tho* 
he was one of the mol^ danger- 
ous and inveterate enemies the 
Chriftian religion ever had^ yet 
this has not prevented the Chnf- 
tian writers from doing him juf- 
tice, and beftowtng upon him 
thepraifes he deferved. £u- 
iebius ranks him among the 
moft illuilrious men and emi- 
nent philofophers that flouriih- 
ed at any time (4). Cyrillus 
of Alexandria extols his know- 
lege ; and St* Auftin ftyles him 
an extraordinary genius, and 
the moft learned among philo- 
ibpher8(5). He was thoroughly 
verfed in every branch of lite- 
rature, excelled all men of his 
age in the knowlege of polite 
learning, arithmetic, geometiy, 
and mu£c (6) ; but (hone chxeny 
in philofophy, his favourite 
fcienceandfiudy. Authors ob- 
ferve, that whereas other phi- 



both by declamation and in 
wriring. He was very commu« 
nicative to thofe who defired to 
be informed andinftrudod, and 
kind to hb difciples, whom he 
was ready on all occafions to 
afGft to the Jutmoft of his power, 
tie compofed an infinite num- 
ber of books on different fub- 
je^ts, of which the reader will 
find a catalogue in the latter 
part of the diflertation which 
Holflenius publifhed on the hfe 
and writings of that philofo- 
pher (8). None of his works 
have rendered him fo famous as 
that which he publifhed againft 
the Chriftians, to whom he bore 
an irreconcileable hatred, and 
whofe religion he endeavoured 
to difcredit with theblackeft ca- 
lumnies. He read the Scrip- 
tures with great attention, not 
to feek the truth, but to fipd 
arms to impugn it, fays Theo« 
doret(9)4 He pretended to 
have difcovered in the facred 
wridngs a great many contra*- 
dictions, which were, itfeems^ 
the fubjeft of his firft book ; 
for the whole work was divided 
into fifteen ( i ). He found the 
prophecies of Darnel fo clearly 
and evidently fulfilled, that h^ 
employed great, part of his 






lofophersfludied to conceal their twelfth book in endeavourin|r 
fentiments with an affedied ob- to prove that the prophecies 
fcurity, Porphyrius expreflfed '' ^ ^ "^ 
bimfelf ina manner adapted to 
the meanefi capacities (7). He 
taught philofophy at Rome, 



afcribed to Daniel had been 
publifhed under his name by^ 
one who lived in the time of 
Antiochus, and wrote when the 



(2) Plot. Vtt. p. 6. (3) Eufeb. Prepar. Evan. lib. x. cap. 3, 

p, 4^^ E«ap. cap. «. p. 16. (4) Bufeb. ibid. Porphyr. Vit, 

cap. t. p. »o, n. (5) Aug. Civ. Dei, cap. 31. p. lao. (6) Ea- 
nap. cap. s. p. 18, 19. (7) I<lcni ibid. (S) HoUkcn. Yit. 

Porph. cap. 6. (9) Tbeodloret. de Grasfr Affect, lib. vii. p. 58S. 

(i) Ettfeb. Ub. VI. «ap. 19. p. u^. Porphyr. Vic cap* lo. p^ li. ^, 
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MsetraBim ligion is fo highly indebted. G)nftantius, ftyled in the an-« 
madfrrfir^ cient infcriptions Flavius Valerius Conftantius, was the 
•J2;' ^ fon of Eutropius, one of the chief lords of Dardania in 
SSf^* Upper Mocfia, hy Claudia^ the daughter of Crifpus, brea- 
ther to the emperor Claudius '; 10 that he was great- 
nephew to that prince. He is generally diftinguifhed from 
other emperors of the fame name by the appellation of 
Chlorus^ borrowed perhaps from the palenefs of his coun- 
tenance, for fuch is the import of the word in the Greek 
tongue. He was bom, according to fome writers \ on the 
thirty-firft of March, of what year we know not, being 
only informed, that at the time of his death, which hap- 
f>ened in 3Q6, he was, or at leaft feemed to be, very old «". 
In his perfon he was well fliaped ; and in his afpe& there 
was fometbing extremely gracious and pleafing '. He was 
npt fo well verfed in letters as in the military art,^ which 
he acquired under two great warriors, Aurelian and Pro- ^ 
bus^ An ancient anonymous writer" relates, that he 
ferved fome time in the guards, was afterwards made tri- 
bune, and at length appointed governor of Dalmatia. He 
fignalized himfelfin war, and gained an important viftory 
oyer the Alemanni in Campis Vindonis, that is, in the neigh*^ 
bourhbod of Windifch, at prefent a fmall village in' thq 
canton of Bern, Hf wa^ made governor of Dajmatia by 
Carus, who entertained fame thoughts of creating hina Cae- 
iar, inftead of his debauched and wicked fon Carinus, 
whom he defigned to depofe ^^ Dioclefian judging him 
well qualified lor the fovereignty, s^greed with Maximian to. 
create him Csfar, together with Galerius, on the firft of 
March of the year 292, as we hav€ related before. He 
received the purple from Maximian, who by that ceremony 

F Zonar. Yit. Dioclef. p. 243. Ammian. Anonym, p. 471. Spon. 
p, 19J. Claud. Vit. not, Salmaf. p. 331. q fl^iichcr. de Cycl. p, 

JJ76. * » Eufcb. Vit. Conft. hb. i. cap. iS, »Paneg. v. p. 

ii6.-& 9. p. 191. t Aiir. Vift. p. 514. Prob. Vit. p. 241. « A- 
nonynii. Ammiano fubjun^lasi p. 471. ' w Car. Vit. p. 235. 

^hings fuppofed tQ have beeii epcmies. Th^ eii\peror Con- 

fpretold bad already happened fiantine, after he had embraced 

{i\. As Pprphyrius was a man the Chriftian religion, publifhed 

f)f grca? learning, and piuch foipefevere.edidts, either aga'mft 

cAcemed by the Pagans, many th^ perfon of Porphyrius, if hc^ 

were by his writings diverted was flill alive, which la ntot at 

from eipbt&png the Chriiliaiii all likely, or againft his memory 

religion, which, ^ hpwcver, at and W* writings, which he cauCi 

length triumphed over this^ at ed to be publicly burnt (3}« 
it had done over all its other 

(1) Hier, in Pan. p. ^2* ()1 Socrat« lib^. i^ cap. 9. p. 31- 

adopted 
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adoJ)ted him ; and hence he is fome times called by the 
name of Hercules, which Maximian had aifumed. He 
took precedence of Galerius, though created Csefar at the 
fame timC} on account of his more noble extraction \ 
Upon his being made Caefari Gaul^ Spain and Britain fell 
to his (hare. 

When be attained the empire, he governed the lame f^fs exctU 
provinces with fuch juftice, equUy, and moderation, as '^*'f*«^ 
gained him the hearts of. his people, who confidered him 
rather as their common father than their fovereign. He i^ 
extolled, not only by Eufebius and La£tantius, whofe tefti- 
mony might be fufpe£led, but by all the Pagan writers, as 
the mod equitable, pious, prudent, humane, and gener- 
ous prince, that ever fwayed a fceptre. He was not foli- 
citous, fays Eutropiusy,^ about enriching the treafury, but ^ 

E leafed that his people (hbuld enjoy the fruit of their la- 
our and induilry. He was often heard to fay, It was bet- 
ter the wealth of a country ihould circulate among the 
people, than be locked up in the coiFers of the prince. For 
fear of opprefling his people be was extremely iparing in . 
his diet, furniture, equipage, and retinue. When he en- 
tertained his friends, and the officers of his court, he was 
obliged to borrow plate for the ufe of his table. What Eu- 
tropius aflerts is confirmed by Eufebius, who relates the 
following remarkable ftory, paffing over in filence, fays he, 
many others no lefs fingular, but generally known : as the ^n hijlamt^ 
moderation and mildnefs with which Conftantius governed, tf*^/^- 
were much applauded, and it was generally faid that the fjfj^jf 
treafury was exhaufted, being unwilling to tax his people, tobt^ 
Dioclefian fent perfons tq reproach him with his neg]e£^ 
of the public, and the poverty to which he was reduced by 
his lenity. Conilantius heard thefe reproaches with pa* 
tience; and having perfuaded thofe who made them in 
Dioclefian's name, to ftay a few days with him, he appriz- 
ed the moft wealthy perfons in the provinces that he want- 
ed money, and that they had now an opportunity of (hew- 
ing whether they truly loved their prince. Upon this no- 
tice every one ftrove who (hould be foremoft in carrying to 
the treafury their gold, filver, and valuable efFefts ; fo that 
in a (hort time Conilantius^ from the pooreft, became by 
far the moft weahhy of all the four princes. He then in- 
cited the deputies of Dioclefian to vifit his treafury, dcfiriog 
them to make a faithful report to their mailer of the fta^ 
in which they fliouM find it. They obeyed ; and w1dI<[^ 

^ f^^ant. Perfec. cap. lo. p. i8. r Eatrop* p. 587. 
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tSey ttbiA gazing oft tbc heaps of gold and fiker, Conftan^ 
tois toM them, that the wealth ^hich they Beheld wtlh^ 
aflbnifiime^t, had teng fince belonged to htm ; but he hat! 
left it hi the hands of his peo|>le ; adding, ^ That the 
ncbeff and fureft treafure of the prtnce wsrs the fcyre ^ ht^ 
fubjefts." The deputies w^re no fooner difmifl^d, thaft 
the generous prince fent for thofe who had aflifted him in 
this exigency, commended their zeal, and returned to 
etcry one what A^y had fo readily brought into his treafury *, 
When pioclefian, in the year 303^ at the rnftigatiph of 
Galeritr$, began to pcrfecute the church, he fent his edifta 
(O Matxfmian and Conftantius, injoining them both to fec^ 
them put in execution iiS their refpedive provinces. M*- 
iimiati obeyed with great eagemefs and Joy ; and Conftan- 
tius, that be might not feem to oppofe his colleagues, fuf- 
fitre^ fom^ churches to be pulled down ; but was fo far 
from encotiraging any other violence, that, on the contrary, 
ffefavcurs hti preferred the Chrxftrans, in his provinces, exempt from 
the Ckri^ a^H the cvils which they fuffcred in thofe of the others ; in- 
fiians. fomuch that they enjoyed under him profound tranquility^ 
^rrd entire liberty of conference*. Though he countenanced 
^nd honoured the Ch^ftians, yet he himfelf never embraced 
the tfue religion 5 at leafl; we are no-where told, that he 
^ \gui. did. By his firft vrrfe, Helena, he had but one child, Con- 
ftintine, furhamcd the Great, of whom, as well as of his 
mother, we fhall fpeak hereafter. He was obliged to di- 
vorce her, ^nd marry Flavia Maximiana Theodora, daughter 
to the wife of Maximian, by a former hufband. He had 
by this, feft, three fons, Dalmatius, or Dcmatius, Julius 
Conft^ntitrs, and a third, called by fomp Annibalianus, and 
Bv others Conftantine ; and as many daughters^ Conftantia, 
ii^aftaira, • and Eutropia ^ 

Before we proceed to the hiftory of the reign of Con- 
ftantius, it will be neceflary to give the reader a fuccind 
Thkirtk, ijecou]\t of the birth, education^ and extraordinary qualities, 
tiducatioHi <5f bi$ fon Cohftaritihe, whofe a£lians are infeparably intcr- 
and extra- woven with thofe of his- father. Conftantine, ftyled in the 
^'^^^'tf/sof ^9^^*** rnfcrmtions, C. Flavius Valerius Aurelius Claudius 
hhfottCW' tonifctntirxus*, wasborri on the twenty fevcnth of February, 
pontine, ^bptrt the year 2^4 ; for, at his death, which happened on 

*Ei>f<:tx Jib.viit. cap. 13, 17, p. 309, 317. ft Vit. Cortft«nt. lib. i. 
cap. 13. p. 4x4- ^ Euieb. )ib. viii. cap. 13,' tt. p. 309, 317- ft €<mft» 
Vit. lib* i. cap. f 3. p.. 413* Optat* IV^. lib^ i. f , 44. La6t. cap« w, 
p. 13. D Aur. Y\6k. p. 5*4. Eutrop. p. 586. Ammian. p. 2. 

^yzaa.,]famil p. 44. Golt?. P* ^'S* . ^ Qoltz. p, ia6, la;. 

the 



^h Ronrn ff0^^ 

4he bMHty-^fecond of May, in ^7, k^ WM about flyty- 
four* (A). 

ConftsBtitts had Conftantine by ^e e^hnrted Hdi9im» 
ib much extolled, and not undcfcnredly, dy iU the Chriftimy 
e^cially {he ecclefiaftic wrhert (BX 

Wbea 

i Bach, Cycl* p. 17^. Bya^pt. Faip. p.st4. ]uii6k. p« ^1;, 4u« 
AjiODyin« p. 47 1* 
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(A) JidivB Finnlcus, who, 
accdraing to the befl-grounded 
ophiion,' wrote in the reign 
of CoBflantiftd, and Cedrenat, 
tell US, in exprefs terms, that 
Conftaotme was bom in the city 
of Naiffus in Dardaaia, called 
sdfo NaiAis and NaiTus, and now 
Imownhy the name oifNifTa^ It 
iseertain, that the father and 
anceftors of Condantme were 
natives of Dardania ; that Con- 
ilantine himfelf frequently re- 
fided at NailTus, as appears from 
the many laws which he enadted 
tiere ; and that he erer fhewed 
himfelf partial to that city, en- 
riching It with many privileges, 
and embellifiiing it with a great 
number of ftately edifices ; 
whence it is dyled by Stepha- 
nus, " The birth-place and 
work of the emperor Confbm- 
tine (!)•** 

(B) Moft modern authors, 
whether natives of this ifland, 
Or foreigners, fuppofe her to 
have been the daughter of Coel- 
lus, a Brftifti king, and to have 
married Conifantiiis, who was 
charmed with her beauty, when 
he firfbcame into Britain, in the 
reign of Au):elian. But this 
Opihion is no better gronoded 
than the other, impomng that 
Conflantine was born in Britain. 



mcephorus telh n<, that Hek:- 
na was the daughter of an inn^ 
keeper of Drepanum tkto Ni« 
coinedia in Kthynia, whopm* 
fiituted her to Con^tiui, and 
that Conftantine wa« the fiuic 
of this commeroe. 

Nicephorus wa« not the onl^ 
writer who quelHoned the leat 
timacy of Confta|itine, and U^ 
challity of his mother Helena : 
for Zofimus writes^ that file 
was not Conilantius^ lawful 
wife (2). The chronicle of 
Alexandria ftyles her fon Con* 
ftantine, in plain terms, a ba- 
flard child (3). St, AmbroAl 
gives us room to think, that this 
was a current report or tnuS- 
tion in his time ; and that he 
himfelf did notdiibelieve it (4), 
The fame thing is allerted in 
the Greek text of Eufebius'a 
chronicle, publifhed by Scali* 
ger ; and in that of St. Jerom, 
who has been followed by feve- 
ral eminent writers of a later 
date,, namely, by Profper, Caf- 
fiodorus, Aldhelmus biihop of 
the Wefi Saxons, and the Ve- 
nerable Bede, who, fpeaking of 
Helena, flyle her the concu* 
bine of Confbtntius. On the 
other hand, Eutropius (5), and 
both the Vi6^ors (6), tell u$, 
that Conftantius and Gaierms 



(i) Steph. in Naifb. Jul. Fh*. MatbeC lib. h cap. tilt. Cedrett. 
Hift. p. %%u (1) Zof. lib. ii. p. 67s. (3) Chron. Al. p. 650. 

(4) AmK Div. 3. p. 113. (j) Butrop. p. i%^» {i) Anr. 

Vid. p. 514. Vid. £pit. p. 54». 
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Whflin Conftantius was created Caefar, and fent into 
Gaul, Dioclefian kept Conftantine as a koftage, caufed 
him to be educated in the court with great care, and raifed 
him, long before the year 303, to the rank of tribune •. 
OafioM' He foon appeared capable of any degree of fortune, how- 
tim'sex' ever elevated. The beauty of his countenance, blended 
€iilimiqua- ^i^h a certain air of majefty ; the tallnefs of his perfon, cx- 
'''• tremely well fliaped and regular ; his life without blame or 

reproach ; his generofity, good-nature, affability, and ob- 
liging behaviour, towards perfons of all ranks, gained him 
the affe£iions both of the people and foldiery to fuch a de- 
gree^ that no one knew him', who did not wifh to fee him 
one day emperor, and was not ready to contribute to his 
preferment ^. 
His €0U' He fignalized himfelf in war, and ferved with great re- 

TMgi and putation under Dioclefian and Galerius, aeainft the Gkr- 
nfaUwr. mans, Goths, Sarmatians, and Perfians. He often fought 
with the enemy hand to hand s, and gave fuch proofs of 
his valour as raifed fome jealoufy in the other princes- All 
. ^ authors. Pagans as well as Chriftians, agree m extolling, 

It^cwiC- ^*'^ ^^ higheft encomiums, his fobriety, continence, and 
ntnu. the abhorrence he (hewed from his early youth to unlawful 

e Eufeb* Vit. Conft. lib. i. cap. it. p. 415. La£l. Perf. cap. iS» 
p, 17. f Panegyr 5- p. 125. g Tbeopb. p. 6. 

were obliged, when created with the title of Augufta, which 

Caefars, to divorce their former was never given to a concubine^ 

wives. Conftantius therefore No writer before the feventh 

had a lawful wife before he century mentions either Helc- 

married Theodora ; and we are na's country or parentage ; 

no. where told, that he had any thofe who flouriihed after that 

be$des her and Helena. The time commonly fuppofe her to 

anonymous author of Conftan- have been a native of this 

tine's life, publiftied by Vale- ifland, and the daughter of a 

fius, writes in exprefs terms, king, whom they caU Coelus or 

*' that Conftantius ^ivorced He- CoeUus. This opinion, ground- 

lena to efpoufe Theodora (7) ;" ed, as we conjecture, upon tra-. 

and Eutropius fays, *' that Con- dition, or perhaps the authority 

ftantine was the fruit of an ob- of fome hiftorian, whofe works 

fcure, but lawful marriage (8). have not reached our times, ob- 

At Naples is ftill extant an in tained pretty ^arly here, and 

fcription, in which Helena is product the many churches 

ftyled the wife of Conftantius and monuments, which were 

(9). Iq two others, to be feen ereded throughout Britain to 

in Gruter, ftie is diftipguiflied her honour. 

(7) Anonym. P..471, (8) Ejiitrop. p. 587. (9) Grutcri 

p. io86. 
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pleafurcs* He fnarrled to his firfl: wife Minervlna, whofe pa- 
rentage and condftion the ancients^ pafs over in filence 5 and 
had by her Crifpus, who muft have been born about the 
year 300 ; for, twenty years after, he fignalized himfelf in 
the wars againfl: the Franks arid Licinius. Dioclefian, be- 
fore he refigned the empire, had thoughts of appointing 
Conftantine, and Maxentius, the ion of Maximian, Csefars. 
But their election was oppofed by Galerius, who at length 
prevailed upon the emperor to adopt Severus and Maximi- Si'vims 
nus, who he knew would be entirely ruled by him, and **^ MMei^ 
implicitly obey his orders (C). Matters being thus fettled, J2J"J ^W^ 
the empire was divided between Cpnilantius and Qalerius. jars* 



(C) The former was a native 
of lllyricum, defcended of an 
obfcure family, abandoned to 
all manner of vice, and in every 
reipc£t unequal to fo important 
a charge* The latter was born 
in the fame country, and no 
lefs meanly than the other ; for 
though he was nephew to Ga- 
lerius, being his fitter's fon, 
yet in his youth he had follow- 
ed the fervile calling of a fhep- 
hcrd ; and he proved, after his 
preferment, no lefs vicious than 
his colleague. He was yet a 
youth, and half a Barbarian, 
unknown to the emperors, and 
entirely unacquainted with {late- 
affairs, when Galerius, who had 
taken him a little before from 
his flock^, recommended him 
to Dioclefian for the dignity of 
Caefar. The emperor, terrified 
by the menaces of Galerius, 
confented, much againft his 
inclination, to the promotion 
both of Severus and Maximi- 
nus ; and on the day appointed 
for his refign^tion, after having 
declared in a great alTembly, 
that he yielded the empire to 
ponflantius and Galerius, who 
were more capable than he was 
pf bearing fo great a weight. 



added, not without betraying 
fome concern and relu6hince, 
** I am likewlfe to name two 
new Cxfars, and thefe are Se- 
verus and Maximinus." The 
whole aifembly was greatly fur- 
prifed to hear thefe two names, 
and began to enquire whether 
Conftantii^e had changed his ? 
Their furprrze was doubled, 
when they heard Galerius com- 
mand Conilantine to defcend 
from the throne on which he 
fat with Dioclefian; and faw 
unexpcdedly a young Barba- 
rian, who flood behind it, flep 
forth and receive the purple at 
the hands of the emperor. The 
numerous multitude was flruck 
with amazement. Every one 
aiked, who Maxim in was ? 
whence he came? for what 
demerit Conflantine had been 
excluded from an honour, to 
which he had fo jufl a claim ? 
but no one dared to oppofe his 
promotion. This tranfa^on 
happened at Nicomedia; and 
on the fame day, that is, on the 
firft of May ot" the year 30^, 
Maximian refigned the empire 
at Milan to Conflantiu^, and 
declared Severus Csefar (i). 



(1) Laa, Perf, cap. 1%, p. 



17. Aur. Vift# p. s»s» 
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^ke empirg To the fliare of the former fell GzvXt Ital]r» Africa^ Spain* 
divididbi' and Britain; the latter had Illyricunia Pannoni^i, Thrace^ 
Macedon, Greece^ Afia Minor, Egypt, Judaea, Syria, and 
alt the eaftern provinces. Conftantius reGgned to Severus, 
Italy and Africa, a9 Gakrius ceded, Syria and Egypt, to his 
nephew Maximin ^. As Severus was iadebted to Galerius 
alone fgr his promotion, ths^t prinqe exposed he (hould 
obey bim even againft Conftantius himfelf *• However, it 
is certain^ that not with (landing the implacable hatred which 
Galerius bore to the Cbriftians, the perfecution ceafedbotb 
in Italy and the other weftern provinces, foon after Con* 
llantius was 4cclared emperor^* 

In the mean time, Conflantine continued at Nicomedia, 
in the heart of the provinces belonging to Galerius, who 
would not, though carncftly entreated by his fathtir Con- 
ftantius, during a dangerous malady, with which he was 
fbized) fufTer him to depart ; but pretending a great af<*^ 
fedbn, kept him by way of hoftage. As the exiraordi&siry 
qualities of that prince gave the emperor great umbrage, he 
only waited for fame opportunity of deftroying him ; but 
not daring, through fear of the foldiery, by whom Con- 
ftantine was greatly beloved, to make any open attempt, he 
had recourfe to treachery, and expofed him, under varioua 
fpecious pretences, to many dangers. 

In the following year, Conftantius and Galerius being both 
confuls the fixth time, the latter, finding he could no longer 
detain Conftantine without openly breaking with his col? 
league, fuftered him at length to depart, and figned a war- 
rant for the officers of the poft to fupply him with the nc- 
cefiary/horfes and chariots. This order he delivered in the 
evening ) but at the fame time commanded the prince not 
to make ufe of it till next morning, when he defigned ta 
give him his final inftruftions '. In the mean time, he dlf- 
patched an exprefs to Severus pofitively enjoining him to 
uop Conftantine, and prevent his arrival in the provinces 
governed by his father. That the exprefs might reach Italy 
before Conftantine, he did not rife that day,, contrary to his 
vfi^al cuftom, till noon, when he fcnt for Conftantine : 
Conftantine but he had efcaped the night before, as foon as Galerius 
^fcupes had withdrawn ; and travelling with all poffible fpeed, for 
^iT ^t\ f^^^^^^ ftages, hamftrung or killed the horfes which he did 
fjiher! " *^°^ ^^^^ ^^^ ®^' **^ ^^ ^^^ might purfue nor ftop him 
while he croffed the provinces of Galerius, and Italy, where 
Severus ruled. This precaution faved him j for ne«t morn- 

^ Eutrop. pi 587. Aur. Vi6t. p. 515. Zof. lib. ii. p. 67«. * Laft. 
P«rCQap.j8-i-.»Q^ p. 17— If. k Eufttb. do Marty f. Fal^ftin. 

1 Ladl.cap. ft4. p.sz. Eufeb. Conft.Vit. lib. L cap. 20. 
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ihg, Oafcrius, being informed of his departure, broke into 
a violent rage, and ordered feveral meflengers to purfue him 
ttdth the utmoft expedition ; but he was told, that Conftan- 
tine had difabled all the poft-horfes ^. Mean while this 
young prince proceeding to Gaul, found his father at Geflb- 
riacum ready to embark for Britain, in order to make war 
upon the Caledonians and Pifts,- which laft are now for the 
firft time ^lentioned as inhabitants of Scotland. Conftan* 
tine attended bim in this expedition, againft the Barbaric 
ans, who were defeated and fubdued. 

Conftantius died at York on the twenty-fifth of July 306. ^hi death 
furrounded by his children, an,d his body was interred with $/ Conftau^ 
the utmoft pomp and magnificence by his fon Conftantine •. ^^«'' 
After his death, he was ranked among the gods^ as ap<» 
pears from feveral ancient coins, particularly one of his 
brother-in-law Maxentius **» Conftantius bequeathed the H/^- 
empire to his fon Conftantine p, who declared he would qutatlu th^ 
not accept it without the confent of the other princes, '«/'>/ ^ 
whom he immediately acquainted with the death and laft ^^»/«»* 
will of his father : but the foldiers, by whom he was great- ^*'* 
ly revered, impatient of delays, proclaimed him emperor 
the fame day on which his father died, and, the firft time 
he appeared in public, faluted him with the title of Auguf- Yr. of Fl. 
tus. He afterwards fent his image to the other emperors, . ^^*'if 
adorned, according to cuftom, with the marks of tne im- xj.c. loiZ 
penal dignity. Galcrius was long in fufpenfe whether he 
fhould receive it ; and tranfporced with fury, he was upon Who is fa- 
the point of condemning both the image, and the meuen- luudAu^ 

Srcr who brought it, to the flames; but his friends repre- ^^V,^ 
enting, that fuch an affront would give rife to a civil war, '/*«"'0^' 
in which the foldiery would in all likelihood abandon him, 
and join with Conftantine, he was prevailed upon to fend 
him the purple, that he might at leaft feemto hold his au- 
thority or him. However) he beftowed on him only the GaUrius 
tide of Caefar, and created Severus emperor, whofe pro- grants him 
vinces, namely, Italy and Africa, he governed with as ab- J"^ *^ 
Iblute a dominion as his own, oppreffing them with end- A^^ ** 
lefs taxes, and pra£kifing unheard-of cruelties upon thofe 
who werp not in a condition to comply with his unjuft de* 
mands. 

This oppreffion occafioned great difturbances in all the Uaxintius 
cities of Italy, but eipccially in Rome j which Maxeritius ^ff/'^^j^' 

to Afninian. Anonym, p. 471. Laa. p. %u Zof. lib. ii. p.^yi. P^ocUumtd 
Aur. Via. p. 5*5. « Eufcb. Chron. Gohz, p* i»4. Eutrop, *^r*^^^* 

p. 587. * Birag. p- 440. P Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. 

cap. SI. p. 41S. Julis(n. Orat. i. p. I3. Laft, Perf. cap. 24. p. %u 
Panegyr. 5. p. la;. & 9. p. 194. 

encouraging, 
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encouraging, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by 
the diffatisfied foldiery and people. * Maxentius was* or at 
leaft pafied for, the fon of Maximian ; for fome writers 
tell us, that he was a fuppoiititious child ; and that his mo^ 
ther, before her death, owned {he had impofed upon her 
hufband, to gain his affedion. However that be, he was 
deftitute of every commendable quality, proud, arrogant, 
cruel, deformed in his perfon, abandoned to vice, Und uni- 
verfally abhorred, not only by his father's friends, but by 
his father himfelf, and flill more by Galerius, whofe daugh* 
ter he had married. He had loudly complained of Gale- 
rius. for excluding him in the year 30$, from the dignity 
of Caefar; but when he heard that Confliantine had been 
elevated to that high ftation, and faw his image publicly 
expofed tn Rome, tranfported with rage, he refolved at all 
events to do himfelf juftice. Accordingly, having with 
large promifes gained over the few prxtorian guards that 
were then in Rome, he was declared emperor on the twen- 
ty-eighth of Oftober of this year 306, and was acknow- 
leeed by the Roman people, who hoped, by his means, to 
deliver themfelves from the infupportable tyranny of Gale- 
rius. The news of his revolt no fooner reached the Eaft, 
where Galerius then was, than he difpatched a meflenger 
to Severus, enjoining him to fend all his forces to Rome, 
to furprife and fupprefs at once this new ufurper. On the 
other hand, Maxentius had recourfe to his father Maximian, 
who, either with a view to refume the empire, which he 
had unwillingly quitted, or to fupport his fon, haftened to 
Rome, and wrote to Dioclefian, exhorting him to abandon 
his folitude, and remount the throne. Dioclefian charmed 
with the fweets and tranquility of a private and retired life, 
returned him the anfwer which we have already related. 
Maximian But Maximian, infliead of following his example, fufiered 
re/umaihe himfelf to be declared emperor a fecond time by 4:he fenate 
9»*pire. ^jjj people of Rome ; and receiving the purple at the hands 
of his fon, was univerfally acknowleged his colleague in 
the empire ^. 

While thefe things paflcd at Rome, Conftantine was bu- 
Ced in vifitlng the provinces under his care, and defending 
TA/ FraHh them againft the Barbarians. His father Conftantius had 
break into no fooner left Gaul, to oppofe the Pifts in Britain, than 
Caul, hut ^Yit Franks, forgetful of their oaths, had invaded Gaul, and 
^omelh^' committed dreadful ravages. Againft diem therefore Coa- 
Conflan' " ftantitie marched at the head of a powerful army, overcame 

<i Via. Epit. p. 543. Laft. Perf. cap. iS. p« 16, 17. Zof. lib. li* 
p. 67a. Etttrop. p. st/. 'Eufeb. Vit. Conft. p. 49s, Panegyr. 5. 
p. 131. 
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rtiemin a pitched battle; and haying taken two of their j^^,/^^„-, 
kings prifoners, Afcaric and Guifus, orRegaifus, expofed ty towards 
them to be devoured by wild beafts in the magnificent (hews t^e cap- 
which he afterwards exhibited '. Eutropius writeSi that ^^"^^^ 
-he treated in like manner the kings of the Alemanni, who, 
it feems, were in confederacy with the Franks, and fell in- 
to his hands in this war '. After this viftory he paffcd the 
Hhine, and entering the country of the Bruderians, when 
lead expe^ed, made a dreadful havock of that people, and 
took a great many prifoners, whom he likewife condemned 
to be devoured by wild bealts. He repaired all the forts on 
the Rhine, placed numerous garrifons in them, and main- 
tained a powerful fleet upon the coaft ; by which means he 
ftruck fuch terror into the Franks and other German na- 
tions, that none of them dared to approach that river (D). 

For the following year Scverus and Maximinus were cre- 
ated confuls by Galerius, and acknowleged in all the pro- 
vinces of the empire, except thofe that obeyed Maxentius, 
where Maximian caufed himfelf to be declared conful the 
ninth time. Conftantine was likewife conful this year, hav« 
ing, as we conjefture, been fubftituted in the room of Se- 
verus, who was killed ' before the year expired. Severus, Sivgrus 
in compliance with the orders he had received from Gale- ntarches 
rius, left Milan, and marched towards Rome, to expel the g^'*5^ 
ufurpcr Maxentius. He commanded a powerful army, but ^jjjf'** 
confifting of troops which two years before had ferved un- 
der Maximian, the father of Maxentius, they were eafily 
feduced by the latter, with Anullinus, who commanded • 
them in quality of captain of the^uards. Hence Severus 
no fooner approached Rome, with a defign to befiege it, 
than they abandoned him, and joined his rival. Se- 
verus, with a fmall body of troops that remained faithful to 

r VtLtitg. 9. p. ISO, 197* 5. i»7. 7. >^3« ■ Eqtrop. p. 587. 

(D) Notwithftanding thefe ^ thofe happy who lived under 
and many other inftances of his adminiuration. The rea- 
cruelty ihat difgraced the reign der will remember that Con- 
crf Coddantine, Ladtantius (i) flantlnewas the |;reat patron of 
and Eufebiua (2) aifure us, that the Chriftian religion which 
he governed his fubjeds with thefe writers profeued ; there- 
extraordinary milduefs and mo- fore, we ought to read them 
deration ; that he (hewed himfelf with caution, when they flig- 
kind, affable, benevolent, and matize Diocleiian and extol 
good-natured to aU; and that he Conftantbe. ' ■ , ■ 
made it his chief fludy to render 

(i) Laa. Perf. cap. h* P* ^1% (») ^u^eb. Vlt. Conft. lib. i. 

cap. t5. p.4ao« 

him^ 
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Hi h ^ ^^^' retired with precipitation, binding Us ro«te towot^ 
kmdQned Milan ; but being tlofdjr purfued by MazimiaB) at the 
hj hU miUf bead of fome troops which he had raifed in Campahia, and 
bejiigiiik ^^^ kadltig to Rome, he was obliged to take refuge in Ra'- 
venna, which Maximian immediately invefted. The place 
Was wdl fbrtifiedf and fuppUed with great ftore of provi* 
fions ; fo that it might hare eafily held out till relieved by 
Galerius : but Sevenis, diftrufting his own men, and rely- 
ing upon the mighty promifes and folemn oatha of Maxi- 
mmian, furrcndered the place, and the purple with which 
he had beetl invefted about a year and nine months before '• 
His death. Maximian, unmindful of his oaths, carried Severus captive 
to Rome ; and after having kept him fome time confined in 
a place on the Appian Way, about thirty miles from the 
city, called Tres Tabernse, or the Three Inns, he caufed 
him to be put to death. 1 he only favour he could obtain 
was that of dying bv having his veins opened. His body wa^ 
interred in the tomo of Gallienus, about eight or nine miles 
from Rome. 

Maximian, convinced that Galerius would not fuffer the 
death of Severus to pafs unrevenged, refolved to ftrengtbeh 
hlmfelf with the alliance of Conftantiiie, who, having con- 
quered the Franks, enjoyed at Aat time profbund peace 
and tranquility. Having therefore fortified Rome with 
many new works, and put it in a condition of fuftaining a 
dm tier Jf '^^S ^^g^' ^^ '^^ Italjr to confer with Conftantine in Gaul, 
huLi!^ where he pcrfuaded him to marry his daughter Faufta, and 
nwtfff, Md at the fame time changed the tidfe of Caefar « into that of 
is by Aim Auguftus *., Conftantine is generally thought to have 
declared \y^^^ declared emperor on the thirty^m of March of this 
year 307 (E). 

t Aur. Vi6t. p. 5*5. Zof. lib. ii. p. 673. Eutrop. p. 5S7. Ano- 
nym* p. 471- nier. Chron. La6t. Perf. cap. 16. p. 94. v Goitz. 
p. 126. fiirag. p. 459* Byzant. Fam. p. 15* x Panegyr.. 
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(£) Fftuibi, whom Ike mar- 
ried, 19 %ied in the ancient in- 
icrsptions Fiavia Maximiana 
Fauda. The emperor Julian 
commends her mode&y and 
bUmelefe coddua. By Faul^ 
lie had, befides Confiantiufi, 
who is the beft known of all 
his children^ Conftantine, his 



eldeil fom, Conft^ns, has young* 
eft, and two daughters. Con- 
i(lantiaa and Conitantia, or ra- 
ther Conftantioa , who was mar- 
ried firil to Aanibalianus, and 
afterwards toGallus CseTary her 
ooufiD-germftns ; and Helena, 
the wiie of the OR^perer Ju- 
lian (i). 



(1) Vide AnoAym. p' 3. & Byz.«Fam. p. 4^# 47« 
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While Maximian was in Gaul with Conftantine, Gale- Vr. of Fl, 
rius entered Italj with a po^Mrful army; but not fufficient, *655. 
as he found by experience, t6 befiege Rome : for, as life ^^' ^^• 
had never feen the great capital of the empire, he eftimated '^^^' 

its ftrdn^th from Antioch, and fomc other cities of the Calsrim* 
Eaft. He tbreat€fned to lay it in ruins, to pat all the inha- approachts 
bitants to the fword, and utterly extirpate the fenate ; but Rome with 
when he approached that immenfe metropolis, and viewed ^ ^'A* '* 
Its fortificatipnsi defpairing to be able to carry it by aifault, '^*^' ^' * 
and not having a fufficient number of troops to inveft it, he 
retired to Interamna, now Terni, and thence feat Licinius 
and Probus to e^^hort Maxetitius, in bis name, to demand 
the empire of his father-in-law, and not feizt it by force of 
arms ^ But Maxentius, having found means, to corrupt ^^^/^ 
fome of Galerius*s legions, was fo far from hearkening to obliged i9 
the deputies, that he would have marched Out againft Ga- tetire 
lerius, if he, diftrufting his troops, and dreading the fate ''^it^p^^' 
of Scverus, had not retired into his own dominions. In ''^''^^'*** 
his retreat he laid wafte the country fw and wide, to pre- 
vent the enemy from purfuing him, and allowed his fol- 
diers to commit unheard-of disorders and cruelties. Maxi* 
mian, who was ftill in Oaul, being informed of the preci- 
pitate retreat of Galerius, endeavoured to perfuade Con« 
ftantine to purfuehim^ but^finding tliat prince not inclined 
to engage in to dangerous a war, he repafled the Alps, and 
returned to Rotne. There he reigned fome time jointly 
with bis fon, but was not treated with the fame refpcft 
which the public paid to Maxentms. He was (b pi<)aed at MaxImioM 
his own want of confequence, that, divefting himfelf of all attempts t9 
paternal afedion, he refolved to deprive Maxentius of the ^fi ^ 
empire, not doubting but the troops that had abandoned Se» •^*** 
^erus, as they had formerly belonged to him, would favour 
his attempt. Having, therefore endeavoured to eftrange 
them from his fon, he affemblcd both the people and fel- 
diery ; and, after a long dcfcant upon the evils and misfor- 
tunes of the times, he turned unexpededly to his fon, who 
fet on the tribunal with him, reproached him as the folc 
author of the prefent calamities, and, after many bitter and 
virulent inveflives, ftripped him of his purple robes, and 
tore them in pieces. Maxentius, leaping from the throne, 
implored the proteftion of the foldiery, who, being moved 
with hijs tears, but more with his promifes, received him 
in their arms, loaded Maximian with reproaches, and 
threatened him with ihftant death *. Zonaras relates, that 

y Laft. Pert cap. »7, p* 1$. Pan. «, pr p^. Anonym* p. 47a. 
s £utrop. p. 6g7. Zof« hb. ii. p. 674. 
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the purple the fecond time, declaring that, in imitatioir of 
Dioclefiany he would lead a retired life, and no longer con- 
cern himfeif with public affairs. Conftantine received him 
with the greateft marks of honour and efteem, afSgned him 
an apartment in his owa palace, and conimanded all hb 
fubjeds to pay the fame cj>edience to the orders of his fa* 
ther-in-law^ as to hi& own. But the reftle£| and turbulent 
fpirit of Maximian did not fuffer him long to enjoy fo 
happy a (ituation. Conllantine was then buEed in building 
a bridge over the Rhine \ which great undertaking ftruck 
the neighbouring nations with fuch terror, that they fent 
ambaifadors to fue for peace, offering to deliver up fome of 
their chiefs as hoftages and pledges of their fincerity. How- 
ever, fome Franks ilill continued in arms ; and againft thefe 
Maximian advifed Conftantine to march with a fmall body 
of forces, and leave the reft at Arelatum, now Aries. 
Maximiau jj^g defign was to make bimfelf mafter of Conftantine's 
^^dSlrov ^o'ces, and feize his provinces, if any misfortune fhould 
ConflMint, befal him^ a^ there was room to believe there might, he be- 
ing attended only by'a fmall army. Conftantine, not fuf- 
pe£king the leaft treachery, followed the advice of his fa- 
ther-in-law, who marched part of the way with him, and 
then returned to Aries, where the emperor had left the 
flower of his troops. When he thought him engaged in 
the enemy*s country, he fuddenly refumed the purple the 
third time, madct himfeif mafter of the pabce, feized oa 
the treafures, diftributed great part of them among the fol- 
diers who were prefent, and wrote to thofe who were ab- 
fent letters filled with moft bitter inve£Uves againft Con- 
ftantine, inviting them with prodigious promifes, to follow 
the example of the troops at Aries ^. Conftantine was na 
fooner informed of thefe tranfadlions, than he led back his^ 
army by land from the Rhine to Chalons, where he em- 
barked his forces on the Soane ; and landing them luiex- 
pefledly at Aries, furprifed Maximian, before he was in a 
condition to oppofe him. Tl>e foldiers, who had declared 
for Maximian, awed by the prefence of their lawful conK. 
mandcr, returned to their duty, a fmaU number excepted^ 
whO' being feduced by the prefents and promifes of the 
urufper,iled with him to Marfeilles. Conftantine purfued 
them clofe, and arriving before the place, would have car- 
ried it by aflault, had not his fcaling-ladders unfortunately 
proved too fliort. This defefl: obliged him to retreat i but 
in the mean time ibme of ^c inhabitants haying opened 

^ Lad. p, 26. Paneg* 9. p. 199, loo* Zof. lib« ii* p. ^yj* Vj^eH 
rcr. Frane p^. %u 
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4one of tlic gates to Conftantine's foldiers, they entered the 
<aty, feized on the ufurper, and carried him to Conftan- 
-tine ; who after having reproached him with his treachery 
and ambition, and obliged him to quit the purple, not only 
granted his life, but fuffercd him to continue in the fame 
palace. 

During thete events, the troops in Africa revolting from AUxander 
Maxentius, declared Alexander, who commanded them in «/«^/' '.^ 
quality of lieutenant, emperor, and with the ufual cere- ^(''' '* 
monies invefted him with the purple at Carthage. He was ^'^* 
defcendedof an ignoble and mean family in rhrygia, or, 
as Aurelius Viflor aflerts, in Pannonia. All authors re- 
prefent him in every refpeft unequal to fo great a charge, 
advanced in years, and deftitute of vigour, prudence, and 
courage/ Befides, his troops confided chiefly of new le- 
vies, unacquainted with military difcipline, and in general 
without arms. However, as he had Maxentius for his rival, 
he maintained his ufurped authority for the fpace of three 
years at lead, fome of his Greek coins, which have reached 
us, bciing dated the fourth year of his reign *. 

The two following years are remarkable for nothing but 
the Panegyric on Conftantine, which Eumenius pronounced 
in a city fituatcd on a great river that falls into the Rhine, 
above Cologne, fuppofed to be Treves, which ftands upon 
the Mofelle «. 

Maximian, no longer able to lead a private and ffetired 
life, refolved to attempt the recovery of his forrner power \ 
but being apprehenfive that all his efforts would prove un- 
fuccfefsful, while Conftantine lived, he determined, in the 
firfl: place, to murder him \ and, in order to compafs thii 
wicked purpofe, had recourfe to his daughter Faufta, the 
wife of Conftantine, ufing his iitmoft endeavours, and all 
manner of careflfes and intreaties, to prevail upon her to 
betray her faulband, and leave the door of the bed-chambet 
open. She promifed to comply with his requeft, but im- 
mediately revealed it to Conftantine, who, unwilling to 
condemn his father-in-law without fome undeniable proof 
of his guilt, placed one night an eunuch in his bed, and 
left the door of the chamber open. Maximian didtiot neg* 
Jeft the opportunity, and entering the room about mid*- 
njght, killed the eunuch, crying out, as he retired, " Con- 
ftantine is dead \ I am emperor.'' But Conftantine appear- 
ing that inftant, attended by a guard, arrefted him, and lU is dtfi 
(hewed him the body of the eunuch. As he had been ^«v#r^«/ 

andftized^ 

1 Goltz, p. l^$* ^ Buch. Cycl. p. 138^ Onupb. in Faft. 
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pfaiefly pncouraged to this excefs of wicke dhcfs by the mild 
treatment which he had hitherto met with, and ftill pro- 
mifed himfelf, from Conftamine, that prince thought him- 
felf obliged, in his own defence, to put an end to the life 
and crimes of fuch an ambitious, implacable, and treacher- 
ous enemy. The only favour he granted him was the choice 
of his death, and he chofe the moft infamous and diC- 

fraceful, which was that of hanging ^. Such was the un- 
appy, but deferved end of Maximian> after he had reign- 
ed, with great glory, at Icaft twenty years, and lived, ac- 
cording to Vidor the younger, about fixty. Conftantine 
caufed all his (latues to be pulled down, his images defaced* 
and his infcriptions erafed, not fparing even fuch as were 
cpmmon to hinri with Dioclefian. 

Calerius about this period was feized with a moft dread<- 
ful diftemper, an incurable ulcer in his privy parts ; which 
the Chriftian writers afcribe to the divine vengeance, for 
bis having perfecuted the church. This year Conftantine 
y^aged war with the Alemans, the Bru£^erians, Cherufcans, 
Chamovians, and feveral other German nations, who, after 
having attacked the Romans in feparate bodies, joined all 
their forces, and formed a very numerous and powerful 
army **. Conftantine, not depending upon the relation of 
Others, ventured in difguife into the midft of their army, 
pretending to be a deputy fcnt to them by the emperor. As 
he found they were afraid to ri(k an engagement, and de- 
figned to feparate, a ftep which might have protrafied the 
war, he aflured them, that the emperor was not then 
with his army ; a circilmftance which they no fooner un- 
derftood, than they difmifled the pretended envoy, and, 
without lofs of time, piarched with all their forces againft 
the enemy. Conftantine received them at the head of his 
army, routed them at the firft onfet, and made a dreadful 
Daughter in the purfuit. 

As the diftemper of Galeriiis grew daily more violent, he 
began at length to afcribe it to the juft vengeance of hea- 
ven, for his cruelties to the innocent Chriftians, and im- 
mediately publiflied an edift, ordering a ftop to be put to 
the perfecution. This edifl; was enafted in the name of 
three emperors, Calerius, Conftantine, and LiciniuSt 
Maxentius was looked upon by Galerius as an enemy, and 
jiad nevpr been acknowleged by him ; and as for Maximin, 
he either would not agree with the reft to terminate the 
perfecutipi)) or his name has been, through a miftake .of 

. n Lja, Pcrf. cap, i^o. p. ^7. Kutrop. p. 587. Zof. lib. ii« p. 674. 
Vift. Epit. p, ^4a, . • Faneg. 7. p. 163—165. 
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the iranfcriberSf omitted in the edi£t^ as that of Licinios 
has been left out in moft editions of Eufebius^ and even in 
the Latin tranflation by Rufinus. The edi£i, dated the 
twentieth year of the reign of Galerii^s, was publiihed at 
Nicomedia on the thirtieth of Aprils and the following Yr. of FK 
month his death was known in that city ; for he died, ao *^59* 
cording to the raoft probable opinion, at Sardica, the me- ^^* ^"* 
tropoiis of New Dacia, now known by the name of Sofia, " '^^^* 
or, as the inhabitants ftyie it, Triadizza p. Galerius had m^ ^^^, 
reigned nineteen. years, two months, and fome days. Be- 
fore he expired, he earneftly recommended to Licinius his 
wife Valeria* the daughter of Dioclefian, andCandidianus 
his natural fon. He was buried in the fame city where he 
was born, and afterwards deified with the ufual ceremo- 
nies *i. ^ 

Maximin was no fooner informed of the death of Gale- 
rius, than he haftened from the Eaft, where he then was, 
and entering Bithynia, made himfelf mafter of all the 
countries beyond the Propontis. On the other hand, Li- 
ctnio^ having aflembled his forces, marched to oppofe him ; 
and the two armies encamped oppofite each other, one on 
the coaft of Afia, and the other in Europe. However, tbey 
c^me at length to an agreement ; and in a private interview, 
held in the ftreights of Chalcedon, they entered into an 
oflTenfive and defenfivc alliance, which was confirmed with 
the moft folemn oaths ^ Maximin remained mafter of Lkhnus 
Bithynia,.and Licinius of Thrace, the ftreights of Chalce- ^^^fc?" 
don being the common boundary between the two empires. %^pf^ * 
Valeria, the widow of Galerius* though earneftly recpm- 'uhtas. 
mended by him at the point of death to Licinius, chofe to 
withdraw into the dominions of Maximin, with her mother 
Prifca, the wife of Dioclefian, Candidianus, the natural 
fon of Galerius, and Severianus, the fon of Severus. 
Maximin treated Valeria for fome time, with the utmoft 
refpefty honouring her with the title of mother ; he alfo 
conceived a violent paffion for her, and even offered to re- 
pudiate his own wife, and marry her. Valeriai furprifed 
at this unexpe£ted propofal, anfwered him with great free- 
dom, that the ftate and habit (he was in, the time of her 
mourning for the death of her hufband not being yet ex- 
pired, did not allow her to think of marriage $ that to her 
it feemed very ftrange he fliould put away a wife who had 
not given him the leaft occafion of complaint ; that fuch 

9 Ladfc.Perf. cap. 35. p« lu fiufebius, lib. viii* cap. 17* p. 
q Via. £pit. p. 543* Biiag. p. 444- ' Eufeb. lib, ix. cap^,^^ 

LaA. cap.45,p. 39* 
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eofiduft gftve her room to expefl the like treatment ; siiiJ, 
in fhort, that it was both unbecoming and unpreeedented^ 
in a peribn of her rank« to entertain the lead thooght of a 
iecond marriage. Maiiminwas {>roToked to fiich a degree 
by thi$ noble and generous anfwer, that changing his love 
into hatred and rage* he immediately banifhed both ber and 
her mother, feized on all her efieds, and confined her do* 
meftics. He, upon falfe accufations, put her eunuchs to 
the racki fentenced to death feveral illuftrious ladies who 
attended her, and among the reft two wives of fenators. 
They were publicly executed at Nicaea, upon thedepoGtion 
•f a Jew, who had accufed them of adultery. The peo? 
pie loudly complained of fuch cruel injuftice, and, tranf- 
ported with rage, would have' torn in pieces Eratineus, the 
governor of that province, while he fat on his tribunal to 
condemn them, had he not been furrounded by a numerous 
body of foldiers, who with difficulty proteded him again(t 
the infults of the incenfed populace. The J^w, their ac<« 
eufer, being afterwards condemned to be crucified, ackhow-i 
leged on the crofs their innocence, and his own guilt, iq 
fuiFering himfelf to be fubomed to accufe them •. valeriajj 
though confined in the deferts of Syria, found means to 
acquaint her father Dioclefian with the miferable ftate fhe 
was in, who, moved with tendemcfs and compaffion, de- 

tuted feveral perfons, and amongft the reft a kinfman of 
is own, an officer of great di{lin£tion in the army, to in- 
treat Maximin, by all the obligations he owed him, to re-? 
Icafe hi« beloved daughter from her ponfinement, and allow 
him the fatisfadion of enjoying her cpmpany in his old 
age. But the tyrant was deaf to all intreaties ; and his 
unktndnefs is faid to have haftened the ^cath of the old 
emperor. 

Conftantine, in the mean time, was bufily employed in 
▼ifiting the provinces under his government. He arrived 
this year, the' fixth of his reign, at Aotun ; and finding the 
inhabitants opprefTed with taxes, not only forgave them 
what they owed to the treafury (5 nee his acceflipn to the 
empire, but remitted above a fourth part of all impofls. Ii^ 
acknowlegement of this favour, the city of Autun, confider- 
ing the emperor as their founder, took the name of Fla- 
via*, which was the name of his family ; and upon his re* 
turn to the place of his refidence, they fent Eumenius to 
return him thanks for his extraordinary kindnefs s whicil 
tViC orator did in a fpeech that is ftlll extant ^ During, 
tbefe tranfa^iions Maxentius, who reigned at Rome^ u&der-* 

• La^*Pcrf« fap« 39} 40. p. 35, )6« ! Pa^fj;. S, p. iSS, kc. 



The Roman lEflory. 8p 

took the redo^lion of Africa, which had rerolted, and de- 
clared Alexander emperor. Againft him Maxentius dif- 
patched JUifus, or Rufius Voluiianus, prohably the conful 
of this year, and one Zenus, a celebrated commander, who, 
in the firft battle that was fought, routed . Alexander's 
troops, took him prifoner, and cattied him to be imme* 
<iiateiy ftranglcd ". 

Thus ended the war in Africa; but not the calamities of Maxi^tm 
that unhappy province : for Maxentius ordered the Afri- ^^duas 
cans, who were confiderable cither for their birth or wealth, JJjf/*^ 
to be inhumanly put to death, and feized their eftates, pre- wMtf 
tending they had favoured the ufurper; and he com- Africtu 
manded Carthage, at that time one of the moft beautiful 
and flourifhing cities in the world, to be laid in afhes. 
Thus waSithe province of Africa utterly ruined. The in- 
habitants were reduced to beggary, and obliged, through 
fear of the tyrant, to abandon their native country, and 
take (belter in the provinces of the other princes. Maxen- 
tius triumphed at Rome for the defeat of Alexander, or ra- 
ther for the deftru£lion of Carthage, and the ruin of 
Africa. But Rome and Italy were no lefs ^rievouily Rmemid 
affiiAed by the lewd, inhuman, and avaricious tyrant, than ^^^ 
Carthage and Africa. Maxentius allowed his foldiers the fSy^^J^ 
fame unreftrained liberty, or rather licentioufnefs, in which ){^^ ' -f 
fae indulged himfelf, abandoning to them the honour, the 
lives, and the fortunes of the moft innocent perfons. By 
thefe means, Rome was in a fhort time reduced to a more 
deplorable condition ; the fenators were ftripped of their 
eftates, and either banilhed upon falfe accufations, or pub- 
licly executed ; and the people fo loaded with taxes, that 
they were not able to purchafe the common necefla^ 
ries, and great numbers of them died daily for want* He Tht crueli 
was greatly addifted to the ftudy of magic, which urged ofMaxeu^ 
him to many unaccountable cruelties, as he hoped to learn ^'*'* 
future events from the entrails of women, and innocctot 
children ^. A fire accidentally breaking out in the temple 
of Fortune, and the people flocking from all parts to extin- 
guiQi it, a foldier uttered fome words of raillery againft the 
unfortunate goddefs; which one of the populace hearing, 
killed the foldier on the fpot. His comrades, to revenge 
his death, fell fword in hand upon the people, and a dread- 
ful tumult enfued, in which an incredible number of per- 
sons loft their lives '. 

■ Aur. Via. p. 516. Zof. lib, ii. p. 675. 1' Pancgyr. 6. p. 136. 
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Maxentius, elated with his fuccefs againft Alexander^ 
tyrant of Africa, began to entertain thoughts of deftroying 
the other princes ; for he was often heard to fay, that he 
alone was emperor, and that the others were only his lieu- 
tenants, employed to defend and guard the confines of the 
Htrtfohues empire againft the incurfions of the Barbarians. He re- 
^ttf^upott fo^ved to begin with Conftantine, under the plaufible prc- 
Canfian- tence of revenging the death of his father M aximian ^. He 
tuu. had then under his command a hundred and feventy thou- 

fand foot, and eighteen thoufand horfe, moft of whom had 
ferved under his father, and confequently were enured to 
military toils and dangers. He had amafled, by his extor- 
tions, great fums to defray the charges of a war, and pro- 
vided great magazines of provifion, having for that purpofe 
drained Africa, and the adjacent iflands. He no fooner 
began to aifemble his troops, than Conftantine wrote to 
him, and, by laying before him the dreadful evils and cala- 
mities attending a civil - war, endeavoured to divert him 
from his purpofe. But Maxentius, who wanted only a pre- 
tence for ftripping Conftantine of his dominions, without 
liftening to his remonft ranees, caufed his ftatues to be 
pulled down, and his images to be defaced, pretending 
that he was determined at all events to revenge the death of 
his father. 

Conftantine, leaving a ftrong body of troops to guard 
the banks of the Rhine, and prevent the Barbarians from 
Cwfian- breaking into Gaul during his abfence, proceeded on his 
ivM bigttu niarch to Italy, at the head of an army, confifting of ninety 
uhahl thoufand foot, and eight thoufand horfe. Of thefe only 
twenty-five thoufand were Romans, and the reft auxi- 
liaries ^ (F). He endeavoured to gain over Licinius, by 
promifing him his fifter Conftantia in marri^age \ a circum- 
ftance which gave fuch jealoufy to Maximin, that he fent 
deputies to court the friendfliip of Maxentius, and entered 
into an alliance with him ; which however was kept fecret ; 
for Conftantine was not apprifed of it till he became mafter 
of Rome, and faw the ftatue of Maximin placed dofe to 

y Zo£ lib. ii. p. 675. Aur. Vi^. p. 5*6. ^ » ZoC 

lib. ii* p. 676. 

(F) A panegyrift, in an era- troops than Alexander had with 

tion pronounced before him, him, when he went to attack 

fays, that he engaged in this the.king of Perfia(i) ; that is, 

war with a froaller number of not quite forty thoufand men. 

(i)Pan. 6. p. 137, 
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that of Maxentius ^ Conftantine had inherited from his fa- 
ther feme love and efteem for the Chriftians ; for the iirft 
ufe he made of his authority was to reftrain the perfecu- 
tion in the provinces where he commanded. However, he 
had not yet (hewn any inclination to embrace a religion 
which he both honoured and efteemed i but in the war 
with Maxentius, apprehending the abfolute neceflity of ex- 
traordinary ai&ftance from heaven, he began ferioufly to HidiHbg* 
confider what deity he Chould implore as his guardian and riUes witk 
protei£ior. He revolved in his mind the fallacious anfwers ^'"J/^^ 
given by the oracles to other princes, and the fiiccefs that ^^^jS' 
had attended his father Conftantius in all his wars, who impkru 
defpifed the many gods worfliipped by the Romans, and 
acknowleged only one Supreme Being. 

To this God, therefore, he addreffed himfelf with great 
humility and fervor, befeeching Him to make himfelf 
known to him, and to af&ft him in his prefent expedition. 
If we may credit Eufebius, heaven granted his prayer in a 
manner altogether miraculous. As he was marching at A mtraem* 
the head of his troops in the open fields, there fuddenly husappm- 
appeared to him, and the whole army, a little after mid- ^^*^' 
day, a pillar of light above the fun, in the form of a crofs» 
with this infcription, ** In this conquer." The emperor 
was in great diftrefs about the meaning of this wonderful 
vifion, till the following night ; when our Saviour appear- 
ing, with the fame fign that had been feen in the heavens^ 
commanded him to caufe fuch another to be framed, and 
to make ufe of it in conquering his enemies. Next morn- 
ing Conftantine imparted to his friends what he had feen ; 
and fending for the ableft artificers and workmen, ordered 
them to frame a crofs of gold, and precious ftones, accord- 
ing to his directions (G). Being, after the miraculous vi- 
fion 
« La6t. Pcrf. cap. 43. p. 37. 

(G) This crofs is minutely labarum. "W-Ticn the troops in 
defcribed by Eufebius, who any part of the army began tp 
faw it (2). In a crown of gold give ground, the emperor caufcd 
3t the top of the crofs was a fi- the flandard with the crofs to 
gure, confining of the two firft be conveyed thither ; and his 
letters of the name of Chrift, faith, fays Eufebius (4), was re- 
according to the Greek prtho- warded with victory, which be- 
graphy(3). This figure, on gan on that fide where the 
fome medals, is formed thus greatefl danger was apprehend- 
'^, in others thus ,]p, and the ed. Confiantine had the above 
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Son, immutably determined to idorc that God alone wlio 
had appeared to him, he ftnt for fevcral bifhopS) in order 
to be inftruAed in the m]jrfteries of their religion, and in 
fcveral particulars of the late apparition. He received them 
witd the utmoft refpeft, and believed vi^hat they told him 
of the divinity, incarnation, crbfs, and death of our Sa- 
viour, reading, with great attention, the holy Scriptures, 
ftnd confulting in his doubts the bilhops, whom, for that 
purpofe, he kept conftantly about his perfon **• 

The converfion of Conftantine produced a great altera- 
tion in the church. The whole imperial family followed, 
it feems, his example ; we are well aflured that his mother 
Helen did : for though Theodoret writes, that (he infpired 
her fon from his infancy with fentiraents of piety % yet 
Eufebius fays, in exprefs terms, that {he knew not the true 
God, till (he was induced by her fon to embrace the truth, 
and adhere to it. The zeal with which Conftantia (hewed 
for the doftrine of Arius, inclines us to believe, that flie 
profefied the Chriftian religion. 

Conftantine croffed the Alps without oppofition, till he 
arrived at Segufium, now Sufa ; which being fortified both 
by nature and art, and defended by a numerous garrifon, 
refufed to fubmit. The emperor, having ordered a general 
aiTault, and at the fame time the gates to be fet on fire, car- 
ried the place by ftorm; but would not allow it to be 
plundered, nor fufFer the inhabitants to be injured in their 
liYes or fortunes •* ; though Zofimus writes, that he laid in 
ruins all the cities that prefumed to oppofe him*. From 
Segufium he marched to Augufta Taurinorum, now Turin, 
in the neighbourhood of which place he was oppofed by a 
numerous army of the enemy, whofe cavalry, armed cap^ 
a-pe, fell upon him with a fury hardly to be exprefled ; but 
Conftantine ordering his ranks ' to open and receive them, • 



^ Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. cap. 32* p. 4*3 , 424. « Th'eodor. 

Ill), i. cap. 17. p. 563. ' Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. cap. 37, p. 426. 

« Zof. lib. ii. p. 676. 
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they w^re furrounded on all fides, and, onwleldf as they 
were, pulled off their horfes, and ktlkd, without the lofs of 
a fingle man on Conftantine's fide. The reft of the army 
was eafily routed, and purfued with great flaughter to the 
gates of Turin ; which the citizens ihuc againft them, but 
opened to Conftantine, whom they received with the 

freateft demgnftrations of joy. All the cities between the 
*o and the Alps followed their example, fending deputies 
with plenty of provifions to the conqueror, and affifting him 
to theutmoft of their power againft Maxentius, whofe cruel- 
ties and tyranny they detefted ^, From Turin he marched ' 
to Milan, which he entered without oppofition. Having 
pafled a few days in this place, he purfued his march to 
Brefcia, where he was encountered by a numerous body of 
horfe, who being routed at the firft onfet, retired* in great 
, confufioa to Verona, the place appointed for the general 
rendezvous of all the troops of Maxentius. They were 
very numerous, and commanded by Ruricius Pompeianus, 
an experienced officer, captain of the guards to Maxentius, 
who, not daring tp venture a battle, ihut himfelf up in Ve- 
rona, with part of his troops. 

Conftantine, having paiTed the Adige a great diftance Fsrotia ig* 
above that city, invefted it with his whole army. Pom- ^i^^» 
peianus made a vigorous fally ; but being repulfed with 
great lofs, he efcaped in the night, an4 foon after returned 
with a numerous army, which he had aflembled with in- 
credible expedition. Conftantine, receiving intelligence of 
his approach, left part of his troops to purfue the fiege, and 
marched with the reft to give him battle. An engagement Maxtn^ 
enfued, which lafted almoft the whole night; but at length tius's artiy 
the troops of Pompeianus wer^ 'utterly defeated, and the ^'fiat$d. 
general himfelf was killed. The city of Verona, after a ygrlng^ 
vigorous refiftance, furrendered at difcretion, and Conftan- taken^ 
tine» contrary to their expectation, granted them their 
lives ; but that his own troops might not be employed in 
guarding them, as they were very numerous, he caufed 
chains to be made of their fwords, and confined them in 
two prifons. During the fiege of Verona, Conftantine. de- 
tached parit of his troops to attack Aquileia, Mutina, and andfevi^ 
fcveral other cities, which readily fubmitted. Thus he be- ^^{other 
came maftcr of all the places between the Alps and Rome, ^"'''* 
the deliverance of which city from the tyranny of Maxentius 
he conOdercd of the utmoft confequence. 

He therefore bent his march thither, and approached Confiantmt 
the city with all his forces. His approach roufed Maxen- ^P^oc/ns 

f Panegy r. 6, 7*. p* 1 s8> ii6, & £c^ 
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tlus, who had abandoned himfclf to eafc, and wallowed in 
all manner of debaucheries, ftifling the unwelcome tidings 
that were daily brought to him of the defeat of his troops 
and the progrefs of Conftantine. He caufed a bridge of 
boats to be laid over the Tiber, a little above the Miivian 
bridge, now Ponte Mollc, fo contrived that it could be 
eafily loofened ; and he charged the engineer to disjoin it 
when Conftantine fhould be upon it in his pafTage. But 
the emperor encamped in a fpacious plain, oppofite the 
Miivian bridge, hoping to draw Maxentius out of Rome, 
and tempt him to venture a general engagement, being 
well apprifed, that if he kept within the city, which was 
plentifully fupplied with provifions, the befieging him there 
would prove a dangerous undertaking, and protraft the war 
to a great length. Maxentius, however, ordering his 
troops to encamp between the Miivian bridge and the city, 
in order to prevent Conftantine from approaching the walls, 
did not ftir out of his palace, till he was frightened from 
it by an inaufpicious omen, which obliged him to repair 
with his wife and fon to the houfe of one pf his friends K 
On the twenty-eighth of O£lober, Maxentius,' who then 
ended the (ixth year of his reign, exhibited, notwithftand- 
ing the danger that threatened him, magnificent (hews in 
the circus; and having caufed the Sibylline books to be 
confulted, had this anfwer, that the' great enemy of 
Rome was doomed to perifli that very day. This expref- 
fion he interpreted to mean Conftantine \ therefore, quit- 
ting the city without delay, he croflcd the bridge, lately 
thrown over the Tiber, and chofe for the field of battle a 
place called Saxa Rubra, or the Red Rocks, about nine 
miles from Rome, drawing up his numerous army between 
the enemy and the river. 

Conftantine, overjoyed to find that Maxentius had march- 
ed out of the city, immediately advanced againft him ; and 
having encouraged his men with certain hopes of viftory, 
ordered the fignal for battle to be given. At the firft onfet 
the Romans and Italians in the army of Maxentius, out of 
hatred to the tyrant, fled with precipitation, but the others, 
chiefly the praetorian guards, the minifters of his tyranny, 
ftood their ground, and fought with great refolution ; fo 
Yr. of Fl. ^^^ ^^^ viSory remained doubtful, till Maxentius's ca- 
a66o. valry being broken, the tyrant abandoned the field to fave 
A. jp. 3J»* himfclf acrofs his bridge of boats, and return to the city ^. 
All authors agree that, falling into the Tiber with his hoife 

B Paneg. 7. p. 145. h Zof. lib. ii, p, 676. Anonym, p. 473- 
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tnd armouf) he was drowned with many of his meni and Maxentiui 
fome of his chief officers. His body being found next dtftated 
day in the mud, Conftantine ordered his head to be ftruck anddrown* 
oflF, in order to exhibit it to the Roman people, who had 2^/* ^^^ 
not yet teftified any joy for his death, apprehending it Confiantini 
might be only a falfe report, fpread on purpofe to difcover enters 
their inclination and real fentiments^ The fame day. Rami. 
which was the 29th of Oftober, Conftantine, caufing the 
head of Maxentius to be carried on a pole before his army, 
made his public entry into the city, attended by the fenate 
in a body, and by infinite crouds of people, who flocked 
from all parts to behold, and welcome with loud ihouts of 
joy, their new prince and deliverer. 

The people demanded, with great importunity, the death 
of fome of the tyrant's chief minifters, but could not pre- 
vail upon the emperor to comply with their demands, and 
gratify their revengeful temper. All the troops of Maxen- 
ti us were immediately difarmed; but Conftantine reftored 
them, foon after, to their former condition, and employed 
them againft the Barbarians on the banks of the Rhine and 
the Danube. 

The prsetorian guards he either din)and6d or reduced to Thipref 
the rank of common foldiers, caufing their camp, which torian 
had been begun by Sejanus, in the reign of Tiberius, to g^^^^ 
be utterly demoliflied ^. Upon the death of Maxentius, ''i*^^^' 
incredible numbers of informers ftarted up to accufe fuch 
as had adhered to that tyrant. But Conftantine ftifled their 
accufations by a law, in which he declared all informers, ijg enoQs 
and fuch as attempted to difturb the peace and tranquility a/evert 
of private perfons with unjuft fuits, guilty of death '. He ^^ «*: 
reftored the fenate to its former luftre and authority, filling ^f*"^ *•* 
it with perfons of the greateft merit, chofen out of all the ^^^^'^'^** 
provinces under his dominion. He recalled thofe who had 
been banilhed by Maxentius ; fet at liberty all he had con- 
fined, and, by a general edi<3:, remitted, without diftinc- 
tion, whatever punifhment had been infliAed upon them 
by Maxentius "*. 

The fenate decreed him the firft place among the empe- Honours 
rors, though claimed by Maximin, and a triumphal arch, conferred 
which is ftill ftanding, and was raifed, as we read in the Mpon/dm 
infcription, in honour of Conftantine, for having by divine h^J^^fi" 
inftin£l, and with extraordinary courage, delivered the re- "^ '' 
public from the tyrant and his whole faction. In the fame 
infcription, Conftantine is ftyled the deliverer of Rome, 

i Zof p. 677. k ZoC lib. ii. p. 677. Aur. Vi6^. p. 521$, 
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and the authoi of the public tranquility. As he afcrihed 
the late victory, and all his other fucce^es, not to his own 
condii£l or ftrength, but to God alone, foon after his entry 
into Rome he caufed a ftatue to be erefted to himfelf, hold- 
ing a crofs in the right hand, with an infcription, import- 
ing, that under the influence of that viSorious and falutary 
fign, he had delivered the city from the tyrannical yoke 
under which it groaned, and reftored the fenate and peo- 
ple of Rome to their ancient liberty and fplendor. About 
the moqth of November of this year 312, an edid: was 
iifued in his name, and in the name of Licinius, puttihg^ 
an end to the violent perfecution which had been begun by 
Dioclefian, and had raged with incredible fury in moft pro- 
vinces of the empire for the fpace of ten years. This edi£b 
was fent by the two emperors to Maximin, the moft implac- 
able enemy the Chriftians ever had, accompanied by a letter 
from Conftantine, acquainting them with the miraculous 
affiftance he had received from heaven, and the vidory he 
had gained over the tyrant Maxentius. As Maximin yet 
pretended to live in friendihip and amity with Conftantine 
and Licinius (for the letter was figned by both princes), 
notwithftanding his hatred to the Chriftians, he publtihed 
in th6ir favour the decree which is related at length by 
Eu&bius ", and feems to have been ena£led this year. 
The indi6tions, that is, a cycle or revolution of fifteen 

J ears, employed in reckoning time, are fuppofed to have 
cgun about the end of the prefent year 312. The origin 
of this cycle, and the etymology of its name, had occafion- 
ed great difputes among modern writers (H). 

During the war between Conftantine and Maxentius in 
the Weft, Maximin, who had enjoyed a profound tran- 
quility in the Eaft ever fince his agreement with Licinius, 
again began the perfecution, which the edift of Galerias, 
in favour of the Chriftians, had obliged him to interrupt 

A Euieb. lib. ix. cap. 9. p- 360. 



(H) The reader will find in 
Du Cange a lift of the authora 
who have written on this fub- 
jec^ ( 1 ) . Conftantiue having 
reduced the time, which the 
Romans ware obliged to lerve, 
to fifteen years, fays Baronius, 
he was confequently obliged' 



every ^iittu years to impofe, 
or indicere^ according to the 
Latin expreffion, an extraor- 
dinary tax for the paying thofe 
who were diArharged; and 
hence came this new cycle, 
which, from the Latin woni /V- 
dieert^ was fly led indi^hn ( 2 ) • 

(i) Vide Chron. P^fchale, feu Alexandrin. ex edit. Canglana, Pa- 
ffiC, aan. £6&l« (s> Boroa, ann. '3t&. 

for 
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for fome time. In a refcript, addrefTed to the inhabitants^ 
of Tyre, be had boafted of the h,appiiiefs of his reign, 
which, he faid, had never been interrupted or difturbedby 
wars, dorms, idearth of provifioils, contagions, or earth-^ 
quakes. This exemption from the evils that affli£):ed other 
parts of the empire, he afcribed to the great care he took iar 
promoting the worfhip of the gods, and perfecutiftg, with 
fire and fword, their enemies the Chriftians. But the very ttisdoml^ 
next winter proving uncommonly dry, the drought pro- ^^^f^'- 1. 
duced a famine, and the famine occaGoned a dreadful \jilji ,^'L 
plague, attended with naufeous fores, which breaking out driadful 
in the face, and efpecially about the eyes, deprived an infi- caUmiiia. 
nite number of men, women, and children of fight. To 
the famine and plague that ravaged the dominions of Maxl-i 
min with a fury hardly to be expreffed, was added a de^ 
ftruftive war : for the tyrant, attempting to oblige the 
Armenians, who had embraced the Chriftian religion, td 
offer vidlims to his falfe deitie$, forced them to take arms 
in their own defence, and, from ancient friends and allies^ 
to become enemies of the Roman people and empire**. 
This muft be underftood of Armenia Major ; for the pco- 
J>le of Armenia Minor were not alliesj but fubjedis of the 
empire. This is the firft inftance we find in hiftory of a 
religioiis war, or a war undertaken for the fake of religion. 
As to the iflue of it, we are only told, that Maximin andi 
his army fuffered much, our hiftorian being wholly employ- 
ed in defcribing the inexprefiible miferies that attended th6 ' 
plague and the famine in all the provinces fubjefl to Maxi- 
min, and the charitable conduct of the Chiiilians towards 
their greateft enemies during the time of their diltrefs **• 

The next confuls were Conftantine and Licinius, both 
for the third time. The former did not, it feems, remain 
at Rome above two months, as appears from a law which 
he publifhed at Milan, dated the tenth of March *i. He 
was met in that city by Licinius, who married his fitter C9hfii»ntln$ 
Conftantia, betrothed to him before his war with Maxen- ?.*'jn" ^ 
tius'i They both wrote to Dioclefian, inviting him to conS^tia 
aHift at that folemnity ; but he begging to be excufed cxi ac- /^ Lkmus* 
count of his age, they highly refented his refufal, and fent 
faiui a fecond letter, filled with menaces, which haftened 
his death ; for he died in the month of July of this year 
313. The two emperors, in this interview, enafted an 
edia iii favour of the Ghrittians, infhich is related at length 

• Eufeb, lib. ix. cap. i, |i. 3 J3i 354» lS5' P Wcni ibid. p. 
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by Eiifebius '« Gbnftanttne was foon obliged to leave Mi« 
Ian, and haften into Gaul to oppofe the Franks, who break- 
ing the treaty which they had made a few years before, 
were aiTembling their forces with a d^fign to invade the Ro- 
man dominions. The emperor arrived while they were 
preparing to pafs the Rhine ; but finding they withdrew 
as he approached, he retired with hisarmy, leaviag a body 
of troops concealed among the woods at a fmall diftance 
fixjm the river. The Franks no fooner heard of his dc* 
pafturc, than they repafled the Rhine^ when the Romans, 
rifing unexpeftedly out of their ambulcade, attacked them 
Overeamis before they could draw up their forces, cut great numbers 
tk$ Frmtks. of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to repaft the river 
in Ae utmoft confufion. 0)nftantme, not allowing them 
time to recover themfelves from their conftemation, entered 
^ir country^ laid wafte their landsi burnt their habita- 
tions, and having taken an incredible number of captives, 
expofed them all to be devoured by the wild beafts in the 
fliews which he exhibited on account of His viaory^(I). 
For this vidory he affiimed the title of Francicus* Gon- 
ftantinc wa»", m the months of November and December 
of this year, at Treves ; during which time the panegyric 
of the anonymous writer is thought to have been pronounc- 
ed % in which the orator extols the viftory which he had 
lately gained over Maxentius ; and in' the conclufion of his 
fpeech addreffes himfelf to the great and only true God ; 
rat iaf the fame time plainly fhews, that he had not yet 
wholly renounced the Aiperftitious ceremonies of the Gten-? 
tiles. He obferves, that certain Barbarians, who inhabited 
a diftant country, had fubmftted to Conftantine ; but as to 
th» particular there is a profound filence among hiftorians. 
He bi/fows Inthe courfeof tbisyearConftantinegrantedgreatprivileges 
great pri- to cathoHc churches in Africa, which province had fubmitted 
Mecl^l upon the news of thedeath of Maxentius. Ina refcript addrcff- 
• oftii th^ ^^ ^^ AnuHnus, whom he had appointed proconful of Africa, 
chunk, he commands him to exempt the clergy belonging to the 
catholic church, of which Csecilianus, bi(hop of Carthage, 

« Eoftb. lib. X. cap. 5. p. 31^9. t Valef. Rer. Fr»nc. lib. i. 

p. fl}. 25. tt Cod. Tbfiod. CbronoL p. 7. v Pancgyr. 6« 

(I) This fcverity towards a writers of thofe times gpve bim, 

pedidious and faithlefs enemy, is what we leave our readers to 

whom no ties could bind, is judge. Cruelty, even towards 

. . commended by his panegyrift ; an enemy, however treacher« 

but whether it anfwers the cha< ous, was not, at leafl, cpuntie- 

radier of a mild, generous, and nanced by the reli^pon which 

beneficent prince, which all the he profeifed. 

was 
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^jast^c, hcaJ^ fjcpm all civil. employments^ diat they migl|t 
not T)C diverted from the ^crcd funfltions of tjieir office, 
l^othing, fays^ "he in that refcript, fpeaking of the clergy, 
will more contribute to the welfare o£ the uate, than their 
applying th.emfelves wholly to the worfhip of God/^. I'his 
ordinance was notified by Anulinus to Caecilianusy a3 ap- 
pears frona hi^ anfwer to Conftantine, dated the fifteenth of 
April of the year 313. At this exemption was granted 
only to the catholic clergy, the heretics, prohably the Do- 
natifts, attempted to diilarb them in the enjoyment of it ; 
% circumftance which obliged Conftantine to confirm tlie 
privileges^, he had granted mem by a new edi£l, dated the 
^wenty-fir(^ of Oftober oif this year. 

tyhen Conftantine left Milan to oppofe the Franks, who 
threatened to invade Gaul, Licinius returned to Ulyricum, 
■where he was foon after attacked by Maximin, who, taking War he* 
umbraee at his marrying the fiftcr of Conftantine, and jea- twten Li» 
lous of the good underftanding that fubfifted between thofe ^*^\^d 
two princesy refolved to deftroy them, and to begin with ^^^"""^ 
-Licinius, whofe ruin he hoped to compafs, while the other 
was employed in Gaul againft the Franks and Germans. 
"With this view, he Haftily aiTembled his forces ; and, leav- 
ing Syria, marched in the depth of winter into Bithynia ; 
and from thence paffing into Thrace, befieged Byzantium, 
yrhich, after having held out eleven days, was obliged to 
furrender. He attacked Heraclea next, which made a 
vigorous defence, but was in the end taken by ftorm. In 
the mean time, Licinius, having colle£t;ed a body of forces, 
tpok the field, not with a defign to venture an engagement 
(for he had with him only thirty thoufand, mea, whereas 
Maximin's army was twice that number )» bjut to ftop the' 
progrefs of his conquefts. However, the two armies n^et- 
b^g between Heraclea and Adrianopolis, Licinius, if we 
XDay give credit to Ladantius y, was encouraged in a dreain Licinau^ 
%o give the enemy battle, and affured of viflory, provided drgam tr 
lie implored the affiftance o£ the true God by a prayer **^/^* 
yrfaic^ was fuggefted to him in his flecp. Licinius remem- 
bered it when he awaked, di£):ated it to his (ecretary, aod 
caufed many copies of it to be diftributed among his fol- 
diers, whom he took care to acquaint with his viGon; 
\irhich infpired them with freQi courage, and an eager de- 
|Ir^ pf engaging t|ie enemy, over whom they proinifed 
themfelyes ccrtam yi^ory, fince Heaven had declared iti 
theif favour. This prayer Is related at length tv La£ban« 
tiiis. Licinius defigned to give battle on the fir(t of May^ 

* £u(eb. lib. x^;. cap. 6, p. 39s. i Laft. Ptrf. cap. 46. p. 39. 
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the day on which Maximin ended the eighth year of his 
reign. But Maximin having drawn up his army in order of 
hattle, on the laft day of April, Licinius could no longer 
decline the engagement. 

When the two armies were in prefencc* of one another^ 
the officers and foldiers of Licinius, quitting their (hields 
and helmets, with their hands lifted up to heaven, repeated 
three times the above mentioned prayer. Afterwards the 
two princes had an interview ; but Maximin rejefling all 
tcrins, they parted, and ordered the fignal for battle to be 
given. Zofimus writes, that Licinius's men at firft gave 
ground, and retired ; but foon after returned to the charge^ 
and obtained a vi£\ory *. But Laftantius and Eufebius ? tell 
us, that the army of Maximin was put to flight at the very 
firft onfet, and purfued with great flaughter by the con- 
queror. Moft of his troops, efpecially the legions, were 
killed, and the reft, his guards not excepted, abandoning 
him, fubmitted to Licinius. Maximin himfelf, quitting 
his purple robes, fled in the difguife of a flave ; and crofl"- 
ing the Bofporus, reached Nicomedia on the firft of May 
about fun-fet, having in the fpace of twenty-four hours 
travelled an hundred and fixty miles. He did not halt at 
Nicomedia ; but taking with him his wife and children, 
continued his flight into Cappadocia, where he refumed the 
purple, being joined by fome troops that were marching 
from Syria to his aftlftance. 

Licinius entering Bithynia a few days after the battle, 
was received in every place with the greateft demonftra- 
tions of joy, efpecially at Nicomedia, where he caufed fo- 
lemn thanks to be returned to the Almighty for the fuccefs 
"writh which he had blefled his arms ; and then ordered the 
cdift, which had been enacted by him and Conftantine at 
Milan, in favour of the Chriftians, to be publiflied. Then 
he left , Nicomedia, and purfuing Maximin, arrived at the 
ftreights of mount Taurus, where he had refolved to make 
a ftand ; but his courage failing him at the approach of the 
victorious army, he retired with precipitation to Tarfus, 
propofing to pais from thence into Egypt, and raife a new 
army in that country. But diftrufting his troops, and ap- 
• prehending they defigned to deliver him up to Licinius, he 
refolved, fince he found no means of making his efcape, to 
deftroy himfelf with poifon ; which however had not the 
difiemperof dcfired efFe£t, but brought upon him a dreadful diftemper, 
Maximin. the unaccountable fymptoms of which are defcribed at 
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length by Eufeblus and La£lantius \ who afcribe it to di- 
vine vengeance. At length it put an end to his life at Tar- Yr. of Fl. 
fus in Cilicia, about the middle of Auguft, after he had 4661. 
reigned nine years with the title of Caefar, and five years A. D. 313. 
and fix months with that of Auguftus «. He left feveral ^- ^* 'Q^^* 
children, whom he had created Caefars, as appears from «. ^ .l 
feveral ancient coins ^ j but their names are not recorded by * 

hiftorians. 

By his death, Liclnius became matter of all the eaftem 
provinces ; fo that the whole empire was divided between 
him and Conftantine. Maximin was declared by the edicts 
of the two furviving princes a public enemy. His ftatues 
vrere pulled down, his images defaced, his name was rafed 
out of all public infcriptions, and fuch monuments as had 
been erefted to his honour, were levelled with the ground. 
His children and relations were fentenced to death, and j/i fn^ 
publicly executed ; his wife was thrown into the Orontes friends^ n- 
at Antioch, and drowned ; all his miniftcrs and favourites ^^ions^mid 
were involved in his ruin, and among the reft Culcianus, 'vTJ!'?^! 
who had put a great number of Chriftians to death in bjLidniuj. 
Egypt; Firmilianus, who had fignalized his hatred againil 
them in Paledine ; and Peuceces, whom the tyrant had 
favoured above the re(t, and created three times conful. 
X<icinius caufed likewife a celebrated magician, named 
Theotechnes, and all his aflbciates, to be publicly executed 
at Antioch, after having obliged them to difcover the im- 
poftures, with which they had led aftray the ignorant po- 
pulace, and excited againft the Chriftians *". Candldianus, 
the fon of Galerius, being introduced to Licinius at Nico- 
xnedia, was received with great demonftrations of kindnef^, 
and treated for fome time in a manner fuitable to his ranH; 
but when he thought himfclf frfe, he was, by order of Li- 
cinius, murdered with Severianus, the fon of Severus- 
Valeria, the daughter of Dioclefian, and widow of Galc^ 
rius, who had adopted Candidianus, was no fooner inform- 
ed of his death, than (he withdrew from Antioch with Iier 
mother Prifca, and wandered about in difguife, and undif- 
covered, for the fpace of fifteen months; but being at 
laft difcovercd at Theffalonica, flie was feized, and by Li- 
ciniui's order publicly executed with her mother, and both Thidmth 
their bodies thrown into the fea ^ Thus were the families ofFaleris 
of Dioclefian, Galerius, and Maximin, entirely cut off and ^^^rij€^ 
exterminated. . . 

*> Eufcb. lib. ix. cap. 10. p. 361. « Chron. Alex. p. 456, 
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T6c next confuU were Hufius Volufianus the fccond 
time, and Annianus. Conftantine pafled the firft'months 
of this year at Treves, as appears from the dates of feveral 
laws*. By one, which was publilhed at Rome on the 
twenty-fourth of April, he dechred all thofe free who had 
been condemned to flavery by Maxentfus, commanding, 
iinder the Tevcrcft penalties, thofe who held them in capti- 
vity to reftorc them forthwith to their ancient liberty. From 
Treves the emperor paffed to Aries, where he ordered a 
general coancil of all the biftiops of the Weft to meet, ih 
order to fupprefs the Donatifts, who had raifed great di- 
flufbances in the bhurch **. He was obliged to leave Gaul 
War hi' before the bifliops met, a war breaking out between hiih 
tiMwnCwr and Licinius, of which hiftorians give ns but a conftrfed 
mmdlia- ^ccouiit, fome charging Licinius is the author of it, and 
»w« ' others blaming Conftantine. The anonymous writer, whom 
we have often quoted, condemns Licinius. According to 
him, 'Conftaiitine had married his lifter Anaftafia to Bafiia- 
nus, vtrhom be defigned to create Caefar, and appoint go- 
vernor of Ita^y 5 but unwilling to take this ftep without the 
flp|)robation of Licinius, he difpatched Conftantius, to ac- 
iquaint him with his defign and obtain his confent. But 
having diifcovered, at the fame time, that Licinius attempted 
to flir up Baffianus againft him by means of Se^ecio, the 
Wothej of Baifianus, he upbraided Licinius with treachery, 
Vnd infifted upon his' delivering up Senecio, who had taken 
rcftfgc in his court. 

Xicinius was fo far from complying with bis requcft, that 
Be cau'fed his ftatues to be pulled down in iEmona, a city 
iOftTpperPahnonia. Conftantine, thus provoked, having 
fpcedily affenfibled a body of twenty thouiand men, march- 
ed into IHyiricum, hoping to furprife Licinius. But he 
ftiunid liim already in the field, with an army far more 
numerous than his own. However, he advanced into Pan- 
"tionia 5 and the two armies meeting in the neighbourhood 
thimtis '.QX Cibalsfe, an engagement enfued, in which Licinius was 
defeaud in defeated, with ' the lofs of twenty ' thoufarid of his beft 
?4»ffww J troops. It appears from Zofimus, who relates the mctt 
•jninute particulars of this battle, that it was foui^ht on the 
eighth of Oftober 314*. . Licinius fled to Sirmium, and 
.. frorp thence, with his wife, his children, and treafures, 
into Dacia, whiere he raifed Valerts, one of his officers, to 
the dignity of Cxfar. From Dacia he paffed into Thrace, 

. % Cod. Theodof. Chronol. p. 8, 9. ^ Concil. torn. i. p. t4.3T, 

I Anonym, p. 473. Zof. lib. i. p. 678. Eotrop. p. 588. Eufeb* 
p. 210. Via. Epit. p. 543. 
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and'aficmbled a fecond army, more numerous and j>ow.6i^ 
fill than the former. In the mean time^ Cpnftantine made 
himfelf mafter of Cibals and Sirmium \ and having caufeH 
Ihe "bridge over the Save to be repaired, which Licipius h^ul 
ordered to be broken down, he ,purfued the tfnen^y into 
Thrace. Upon his arrival at ThilippdpoIi$, he met a de- 
putation from Licinitts, with propofals f«r an accommoda* 
tion i but Conftantine inGiling upon his depofing Valen^, 
and Licinius obftinately refufing to con^ply with that 
article, a fecond battle was fought In the plains of Mardia andm 
in Thrace^ which continued from morning to n^ht> when TArace^ 
both armies retired^ according to Zoiimus^ without ai^y 
confiderable advantage on either fide. Airrelius Viftof, 
and the aiiooymous author of Conftantine'slife^ write, that 
Conftantine would haveigained a cony>lete vi£i;ory, had not 
ni^ht intervening, faved Liciiiius's army from utter de- 
•ftrudlion. 

Next day Licinius fent Meftrianus, who is ftyled Comes 

or Count to Conftantine, to negociate ajpeace, which was 

concluded upon the following ^erms : i. That Valens (hould ^^ «r« ' 

be forthwith depofed, and reduced to his former condition. tkHs 9f 

a. That Syria, Egypt, Libya, Afia, Thrace, Moefia, and the ^^^ •• 

leflerScythia, fl&ould remain in the poffeffion of Licinius; ^'*'***'*'' 

but that lUyricum, Dardania, Macedon, Greece, and Moefia» 

Aould be yielded to Conftantine. Moefia»is named in both 

divifions, there being then twQ provinces of that name, ooe, 

known at prefent by the name of Servia, belonging to II* 

Jyricum, and the otner, now Bulgaria, to Thrac;e. Peace 

beiqg~<:oaclttded, the twa emperors entered the following 

jFcar, 315, on their fourth confuUhip. Conftantine,, as ap- 

^•pears' from the dates of feveral laws» pafled the greateft part 

of this year in lUyricum and Greece, which had been Qcd^d 

to himby the late treaty. From lUyricum he went to A(|ui- 

leia, and from thence to Borne, -where he wasj on the 

twenty-fifth of Auguft, and the thirteenth of September, as 

appears from a law addrefied to Probinus, • or rather Pro- 

Ittanus, proconful of Africa, and from an edi^ to the 

. people of Rome K On the eighteenth of 0£tqber, he was 

<at Naiflus in Dacia ; > for (he law bears th^t date, which he 

.{Mtbliihed there, forbidding, under, pain of being burnt 

-alive,' the Jews, and their .patriarchs, to moleft fuch as 

Aottld abandon their fefk to embrace the true religion, and 

infli£ling fevere punifliments on thofe who ihould embrace 

' the: JewiOi faith. Conftantine pafled.almoft the whole year 

'-enfui^g in Gaul; for on the eleventh of January he was at 

^ Theod. Chronol. p. to* 
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TrcTCS, on the fourteenth of May at Viennc in Danphlny, 
and on the thirteenth of Auguft at Aries, where his wife 
Faufta was delivered of a fon, whom fome take to be fon- 
ftantine his eldefl: fon, and others to be his youngeft fon 
Conftans. In the month of Oftobcr of this year, the em- 
peror, being at Milan, heard the complaints of the Dcma- 
tifts againft Caecilianus bifhop of Carthage * \ and on the 
fourth of December at Sardica, where he enaded a law, 
commanding perfons even of the greateft diftin£^ion, when 

fuilty of rapes, extortions, or other enormous crimes, to 
e tried by the governors of the provinces, and executed, 
without being allowed to appeal to the governor of Rome, 
pr the emperor. This fcverity was judged neceffary to check 
the infolence of the nobility, who oppreffed the people in 
ft moft tyrannical manner, efpecially in the remote pro- 
vinces. 

In the following year Conftantine and liicinius agreed to 
creafe three Caefars, namely, Crifpus and Conftantine, the 
fons of the emperor Conftantine, an^ Licinius or Licinia- 
nus, the fon of Licinius by Conftantia, the (ifter of Con? 
ilantine. This promotion was made, according to the beft 
chronologers, on the firft of March, and was afterwards 
notified to the armies, and publiflicd in all the cities'of the 
empire*^. The fon of Licinius is ftylcd on the ancient 
coins Valerius Licinianus Licinius, and alfo Licinius the 
Younger, and was but an infant twenty nipnths old, when 
raifed to the dignity of Ga^ar". Crifpus, Conftantrne*s fon 
by his firft wife, was born, according to fome, in the year 
300, according to others in 296, fo that he was at this time 
in the feventeenth or twenty-firft year of his age ". Con-. 
ftantine had committed the care of his education to the ce- 
lebrated Laftantius, a perfon equally capable of inftriidling 
him in the fciences, and infpiring him with fentiments of 
piety. Eufcbius ftyles him " an excellent pince, a prince 
beloved of Heaven, a fon in no refpedi inferior to his fa- 
ther p." He is called in the ancient infcriptions Flavius; 
Valerius Julius Crifpus % This year W3S born, according 
to the common opinion, on the feventh, or as others main- 
tain, on the thirteenth of Auguft in Illyricum, and accord- 
ing to feme in the city of Sirmiumj, Cbnftantius, Conftan- 
tine's fecond fon, by Fiufta, the fifter of Maxentius *^. Con- 
ftantine fpent the following year, when Licinius was conful 



1 Cod. Thcod. Chronol. p. 13. ■* Anonym, p. 474 
p. 679. Hier. Cbron. Liban. Or^t. iii. p. m 
p. 543. "* Zof. p. 679. Panegyr. 7 

cap. 9. p. 398. sGoltz. p. 129. 

p. 13. Du Cange Byzant. Famil. b. 47. 
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tlie fifth time with Crifpus, partly in Illyricum, and partly * 
in the neighbourhood of Rome^ and revived the ancient Ro- 
man law againft parricides, which had been abrogated by 
Pompey the Great, comprehending under the name of par- 
ricide the murder, not only of a father and mother, but 
likewife of a fon. 

Conftantine pafled this and the three following years in 
Illyricum j and by feveral laws, addrefled to the governors 
of Rome, and to the Roman people, endeavoured to reform 
many abufes which had long prevailed in the metropolis of 
the empire. By one of thefe laws, publiflicd at Rome on ^fw «• 
the firft of February, he allows the Pagans to confult the S^^}^ 
arufpices, that is, thofe who pretended to foretel events *'w'^*'* 
from the entrails- of vi£tims ; but forbids the arufpices, as 
well as the other Pagan priefts, to enter the boufes of pri- 
vate perfons, though their friends or relations, upon pain 
of being burnt alive : fuch as received them were by this 
law to forfeit their eftates, and be baniflied for life \ tne in- 
formers were not to be punifhed in this, as in other cafes, 
but amply rewarded for their zeal. The intention of this 
law was to prevent all private facrifices and confultations. 
By another law, dated the feventeenth of December, he 
.commands thofe, who ihall confult the arufpices> or other 
diviners, to fend their anfwers to bis fecretary . 

Next year, he abrogated the Papian, and all other laws Con/foMiim 
againft celibacy j but fuffered thofe who had children to en- rtvokes thi 
joy the privileges granted by thofe laws*. He annulled an- ^^'^J— 
other law, impowering the creditors to feize on the eftates ^^^s a- 
and effeds of their debtors ; and at the fame time declared, gaiu/t aH^ 
that fuch as had forfeited their eftates, might redeem them ^^^jf' 
by paying the fums they owed. By an edidl dated the firft 
of February, he forbids the officers of the revenue to punifli 
"with rods, or confine to the public prifons, thofe who ne- 
gle£ted to pay the common taxes ; but orders them to be 
fecured in places where every perfon might fee and tifit 
them. This law muft have been unknown to Zofimus, who 
tells us, that fcourges, and all forts of torments, were ufed 
by the officers of Conftantine in exa£ting what was due to 
the treafury '. Two other laws were ena£^ed by Con- 
ftantine this year, one forbidding married men to keep con- 
cubines, and the other commanding all judges to difpatch 
the cauies of criminals, and thcgoalers to treat them, how- i^^j i„ 
evtT guilty, with humanity, to keep them in open and fa*vour of 
i^holefome places, and not to confine them, at leaft in the prijonersi 

• Sozom. lib. i. cap. 9. p. 413. Eafeb. Vit Con. lib, iv, cap. %6. 
Cod. fl^epd. p. 643, 644* ' 7*^L lib. li. p. 691. 
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^y-time, to dangeons : he declares fuch as Ihall by ill 
ufage extort money from their prifoners^ gtalty of death ^ 
«nd threatens with bis indignation the nntgiftrates who ^all 
wink at fuch diforders. This year Crifpus gained a vi£tory 
x>y€r the Franks, the particulars of which are not menttoned 
in hillory : Nazarius in his panegyric only tells us^ that be 
i^tK}ui(hed theFranl^, granted tbem^apeace, and'then re- 
turned to his father ^ 

In the foHowiog year, when Crifpus andConftantine, the 
Emperor's two fens, were con&ils, Coalhmtine pubiiihed an 
dfidyh" -edi^^on'the fev^mh of March, forbidding 'all manner of 
iifptiig :^ork on Sundi^s ''. The following year, 322, iPetronkis 
MySwi* Probianus ahd Aniciiis Julianus being confttls,Conftamine 
^^'' i-gained a -great •fidofy over AeSarmatians*. Optatiaous 
Conftantim writes, that they were defeated in Ceveral eogagement^with 
defeat f tht the Garpt and the Getsep Thefe battles were fought, -accord- 
Sarmt^ ing to that writer, at Campona, Marga, and Bononia* all \ 

^M«'i three cities of Iljyriciwi on the Danube, the 6rft in Pan- 

fibniaor Valeria, near the prefent city of Buda, aad the | 

other two in Upper Moefia. Raufitnodes king of the Sar- | 

matians had, as we refad in Zofimus, befieged a city, which | 

he does not name ; but Conftantifie, marching to the tc^ 
Vkti of the place, put the enemy to flight, and havic^ 
obliged thofe who bad made their efcape to repafs the «Da- i 

-nube, '^rfued them ctoh that river^ defeated them a 
fecond time 'with ^t&ht fla^ghter, their king being among 
the^fllin, and ireturlied with an incredible number ef cap- 
tives. Eufebitts dees not fpeak of this vi£kory in. particu- 
lar; but tells us in general terms, that Heaven^rewarded 
the emperor's zeal for the< propagation <yf the^gol^el -with 
many vi£):ofies over the different tribes of Barbariaqs^. The 
^armatian- games, ^hich were yearly celebrated aboitt the 
latter end of Noven^r, probably took their rife from * this 
tiftory. 

Oonftantine, after-his vi£l:ory ov«r the Barbartans, march- 
ed with his army to Theflalonica ; bat while* he was bufied 
there, in n>akii^ a port, the Goths, notwitbftanding their 
late defeat,- entered Thrace and Mcefia, committing every- 
'wheredreadful ravages. The emperor marched againft them 
with incredible expedition ; and having gained a complete 
andthi 'vi£i:ory over them, purfued them withgreiit Slaughter into | 

Coths. the dominions of Ltcinius ; a ftep which that prince liighly 
refenting, compliuned of it as an -open breach of the treaties 

« Pancgyr. 7. p. 177. ^ Eufcb. Vit.Conft. lib iv. cap. iS. 

* p. 5U* , . . ^ Cod. Theodof^bronoL p« 12. Zof* lib. ii. p. 6So« I 

y Euleb. Vit. Conft. p.4|t* 
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fubfifli^g Between tfathn. Conftantine endeiiTOured to ap« 
peafe him ; but asLicinius, diflatisiied with the late parti- 
tion of the empire, waited only a plaufibk pretence to break 
with Conftantine, after feveral embaffies and unfuccefsf ul 
negociations, both princes began to prepare for war. Con- |p^ ^. 
ftantine difpatched exprefles into all the provinces, 6rdertng tweenCon^ 
his troops to join him in lUyricum widiout delay *. He was fiontinf 
ftill at Sirmium on the twenty-fifth of May, and a feWdays ^^^ 
after at Theffalonica, whence be maithed into Thrace, and *""' 
found Licinius encamped nn the bahks of the Hebrus, in tht 
neighbourhood of Adrianople. The t^o armies continued 
fome 4a'ys encamped oppofite each other, bein^ parted by 
the river. Conftantine intended to throw a bridge over the 
Hebrus ; but in the mean time having difcovered a ford at 
fome diftance, he paflcd it with twelve faorfen^B, who be- 
ing followed by a few more/kcpt the enemy in play, till the ' 
Whole army croffed the river. Both' princes drcSur up their 
forces in oitier of battle, and prepared for the eniuii^ en- 
gagement, which- was likely to prove decifive. EufebiUs 
writes, that Licinius, the author of the war, gave the figkial 
for the onfet; and that Cohft:antine, having firft with a 
fervent prayer, invoked the Almighty, and -given for the 
parole God our Saviour, ordered the crofs, in 'which he 
confided more than in the number and bravery of his fol- 
diers, to be difplayed at the head of his arihy. His confi- 
dence, fays the fame writer, was not ill«'grounded ; for 
viftory attended the rdyal banner where-cvcr it appeared **• 
Conftantine*8 troops behaved with incredible braver^, ani- 
mated by the example of their leader, who, though he e*- 
-pofed hinifelf to the greateft danger, efcaped omy with a 
flight wound in the thigh. Thirty-three moufand of the 
enemy were killed upon the fpot ; and the reft, though ad- 
vantageoufly pofted upon a rifing ground, oUtged to fecure Yr. of FI. 
themfelves by a p'reci'pitate and di^rderly flight. Licmius »fi7'» 
efcaped in the night, with the forces he could rally, to By- ^'^' 3**' 
■ zantium 5 and next mofning thpfe that had rcinaincd in the * ''^7** 
ndghbouAood of Adrianople, fubmitted to Cohftancine, Licinius 
who, tranfported with joy for fo fignal a vi£lory,-grant- entinfydt- 
cd a difcharge to many of his veterans*^. This memorable fMtitdai 
battle was fought on the third of July of the year 323. Adna^ 

As' Licinius had fled to Byzantium, Conftantine purfued ^^'' 
him thither without lofs of time, ordering his fleet, com- 
manded by his fon Crifpus, to proceed t9 the fame* place. 
'Crifpus immediately put to fea, and failing along the coafts 

« Anoym. p. 474. • Cod. Tbeod. p. 45. ** Eucfeb. Vit. 

Conft. lib. ii. cap. 5. k 6. p.'44$9 447. ^ Zof. lib. ii^ p. 68i* 
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of Macedbn and Thrace, entered the ftreights of Gallipolir 
where the enemy's fleet, confiding of two hundred veflfels, 
under the command of Abantus, or, as others call him^ 
Amandus, waited for him. As the place was very narrow, 
Crifpus rcfolved to engage him only with eighty of his beft 
(hips. Vi£^ory was long doubtful, both fleets fighting with 
great obftinacy artd refolution ; but in the end the enemy 
being incumbered by a number of their (hips running foul 
of one another, were totally defeated, with the lofs of five 
thoufand men, and one hundred and thirty (hips. Aman- 
dus, the enemy's admiral, with the utmoil diflSiculty efcaped 
aihore **. Zofimus, who defcribes all the particulars of this 
battle, tells us, that even the winds fought, for Conftantine, 
in order to render the viftory of the fon by fea no lefs glo- 
rious than that of the father had been by land. Crifpus 
himfelf battened to his father with the joyful tidings of the 
defeat of the enemy's fleet, and was received with the moft 
tender expreflions of paternal afl^edion and eftecm. Con- 
ftantine had already laid Cege to Byzantium, after having 
gained fome farther ^vantages over the enemy j but before 
his fleet arrived, Licinius had efcaped by fea, and taking 
with him the flower of his troops, and his treafures, paflTed 
the ftreightSj and taken refuge in Chalcedon, with a defign 
to raife a new army in Aiia. 

In that city be preferred to the dignity of Csefar M. Mar- 
tinianus, the chief officer of his houfhold, and difpatcbed 
him with a confiderable force to Lampfacus, to make head 
againft Conftantine, fhouKi he attempt to enter the.Helle- 
fpont*. Conftantine, leaving Byzantium, embarked his 
troops, and crofl^ed over into Afia, landed in the neighbour- 
hood of Chalcedon ; and finding Licinius encamped on a 
rifing ground near that city with a numerous army, which 
he had levied with incredible expedition, he began to pre- 
pare for a fecond engagement: but in the mean time d©^ 
puties arriving from Licinius, with propofals for an accom- 
modation, Conftantine complied with the terms they of- 
fered, which were, fays Eufebius ^, no kfs advantageous to 
Licinius,. than to the whole empire. This agreement 
was (hort-lived y for Conftantine being foor) after informed, 
that Licinius was aflembling forces from all parts, and had 
even invited the Barbarians to join him, advanced to Chal- 
cedon, with a defign to inveft the place, and oblige Lici- 
nius to comply with the terms of their agreement: but as 
he approached Chryopolis, a port of Chalcedon,. he wiis 

^ Zof. lib. ii. p. 681, 6S*. Anonym, p. 475. « Zof. p. 683. 

Anonym* p. 475, ^ Eufeb. Yit. Conft. lib. ii. cap. 15. p. 451. 
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there, to his great furprize, oppofed by Licinius at the head 
of a very numerous army. Conftantine drew up his itien ; 
but, unwilling to break the treaty, waited till the fignal was 
given by the enemy ; which was no foener done than he Licintus 
attacked them with fuch refolution and intrepidity, that uturty di* 
they immediately gave way, and fled in the utmoft confu- J^^^^ 
fidn. In this battle Licinius loft, according to the anony- 
mous writer of Conftantine's life, twenty-five thoufand 
men« ; but,. according to Zofimus, above a hundred thou- 
fand *>. It was fought on the eighteenth of September; 
and a few days after the cities of Byzantium and Chalcedon 
opened their gates to the cqnqueror. Licinius fled to Nl- 
comedia, whither Conftantine purfued him, and immedi- 
ately invefted the place ; but, on the fecond day of the 
fiege, his fifter Conftantia intrcating him, in a flood of 
tears, by the tendernefs he had ever (hewn for her, to par- 
don her hulband, and grant him at leaft his life, he was 
prevailed upon to comply with her requeft. Next day fjefuhmits 
Licinius, finding no means of making his efcape, prefented to Conftan* 
himfelf before the conqueror, and throwing himfelf at his tint, 
feet, refigned the purple, and the other enfigns of fove- 
reignty. Conftantine received him with great demonftra- 
tions of kindnefs, entertained him at his table, and after- 
wards fent him to TheflTalonica, aflTuring him, that he fhould 
live unmolefted, as long as he fliould forbear raifing new 
difturbances *. However, as he was foon after ftrangled Hi h By Mi 
by Conftantine's order, who likewife degraded his fon Li- order put 
cinius from the dignity of Csefar, and in the fequel, caufed '^ «•*'«• 
him to be put to death. Licinius had been created emperor 
on the eleventh of November 307, ani confequently had 
reigned near Gxteen year^. For this viftory Conftantine, 
and after him his fon, and feveral of his fucceflfors, aflumed 
the title of Vidorious, which we find ftill prefixed to fomc 
of his letters'. Not long after the defeat of Licinius, he 
advanced Conftans, at that time his third Xon, and fix years 
old, to the dignity of Caefar. 

Conftantine, now mafter of all the eaftern provinces, 
made it his principal ftudy to eftablifh the worfhip of the 
true God, and to aoolifh all remains of idolatry. He pub- 
liflicd two edids, whereof both Greek and Latin copies 
were fent into all the provinces of the empire, figned with 
the emperor's own Hand, and addrefled, the one ** to the 
churches of God," the other, ** to the people of each pro- 
vince.** By thefe edids, he reinftates in their former con- 

t Anonym, p. 475. i^ Zof. lib. ii. p. 683. ilbid. p. 684. 

Vift. £pit. p. 543* Jt £uf«b. Vic. Conft. p. 452. Optat. p. 284, 
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dition alt ^h^^ on s^count o£ tb.eir religion^ had been cxmr 
demncd to eiule, to the minea, or any other puniihment ; 
orders their goods and eftates to he immediately reftored 
to them, or to their heirs ^ allows, fuch as had been deprived 
of their military employments to refume them) if they' 
pleafed \ and the commands of the officers of the revenue, 
as well as private perfons, of what rank or condition fo- 
ever, to deliver up to the churches, upon the publication 
of the edift, without waiting the fentence of the magi- 
ftrates, what houfes, tenements, gardens, or orchards, had 
ever belonged to them; but more efpecially the places 
where the holy martyrs had been interrjed. He threatens 
with his indignation all who {hall not yield immediate obe- 
dience to this ordinance, which, he fays, comprifes thofe 
too wi)o may have purchafed fuch lands, houfes, &c. of the 
^mpctor, or received them as a prefent or reward for iheir 
paft fervices. Thefe, however, he encourages to depend 
upon«his generofity; but requires of them, as well aa of 
the reft, an immediate compliance with his edi£l. Thefe 
ordinances were followed by others, forbidding^ facrifices to 
idols, the confecrating of any new idol, and the confulting, 
either in public or in private, the aruQpices^ foothfayers, and 
oracles. 

He had no fqoner caufed thefe laws to be publiihed, than 
he ena£):ed another, orc^e/ing the ctiurcbes^ which had been 
deftroyed durinp; the perfecution, to b^ rebuilt at hii; OM^n 
expence, injoimng his receivers in the different provinces to 
furnifh the neceflary fums for that purppfe; and thofe 
whom he appointed to furvey fuch buildixtgs, to take care 
that they were capable of coutaihing all th^ inhatitants. 
He wrote upon the famefubjeft to all tl^e metropplitan 
bi(hc|>s, fty%g them his Beloved Br^itHren, an4 a«U)ng the 
reft to Eufebius of Caefarea, vhp infejrts his Ip^iter at length '. 
Kot lopg after, he publiihed ^n edi^. drawn yp by himfejf, 
and addreffed to all the people of tl^ empire ; w:ocrein he 
exhorts them to renounce tl^^ir iincient fuperftition, to 
adore but one God, the Creator of the uniyerife, aijd to 
i^ce ^11 their \\oj^^s in Jefus Chrift. This edi£b is quoted 
y Eufebius, who tranila^it out qf the original Latin ipto 
Gre^k;. Conftantine, not thinkix^ it at prefent advifbable 
to pull down the temples pf the idols, ordered them to be 
(Jiut up in all the places ^h^rc that ftep plight Ijc taHcn 
^ithout tumults and blpodfbed } to be ftripp^d of their 
riches ap4 ortia^neqis^ ^nd even of their idols; and all the 
lands, houfes, and revenues belonging to them^ to be ap- 
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plied to pious ufes. In confequence of this- ordinance^ the 
Pythian and Sminthian ApoUoi the tripod of Delpbos» the 
Mttfee of HeKcon^ the famous Pan^ whom all the ciries of 
Greece had confetrated after the Pevfian war, and what- 
eiper antiquity had, for many ages revered and -adored, 
were publicly dragged through the ftreets, and either dalhed 
io pieces, or made ufe of as mafter-pieces of art to adorn 
the fquares, villas, palaces, and public galleries ». From 
the feveral laws enafted this and the following year 324, 
when the emperor's two fons, Crifpus and Conftantine, 
were confuls, it appears, that Conftantine continued in the 
Baft, refiding, in general, at Nicomedia* 

Next year, Paulinus and JuUanus being conAils, the em- Yr. of Fl. 
peror^ to fupprefs the difturbances and divifions- that rent 2673. 
the church, afiembled the famous council of Nice, at ^'^* 3»S« 
which he affifted in perfon, and afterwards condemned to ' ''^^^^ 
banifliment the herefiarch Arius, with^Eufebius of Nico- AjfembUsa. 
media, Theognis of Nice, and feveral others, who could atuncU at 
not be prevaHed upon to renounce his tenets. On the ifict* 
twenty-fifth of July, the femperor folemnized, with extra- 
ordinary pomp and magnificence, the twentieth year of his 
reign, and on that occafion made a grand entertainment in 
his palace, to which he invited all the bifliops of the coun- 
cil, treated them with the utmoft refpefk, made them fe- 
veral prefems, and caufed large fums to diftributed among 
the poor, difpatching at the wat time orders to all the go- 
vernors of provinces to fupply the facred virgins, widows, 
and ecclefiaftics, in each city of their re^e£live diftri£k« 
with a certain quantity of corn yearly \ Coniiantine pafied 
this year partly at Nice, partly at Nicomedia, as appears 
from the dates of feveral laws. By one puUifhed at Nico- 
media on the feventeenth of Oftober, and addreiled to all 
the fubjeAs of the empire, he encourages thofe who had H«#«tfM|^ 
been, or (hould be opprcfled, or any ways injured, by his ^'Luta, 
minifters, counfellors, governors of provinces or cities, to toJtcwti^ 
apply to him for redreiS, aiTuring them, that the^ flumld fum. 
be w^U received, and amply rewarded, for undeceivmg hin^ 
fiiice be wiftied to 'employ none but men of integrity* Ip 
tbe beginning of November, he enabled another law, foe* 
bidding, throughout the whole empire, the combs|ts oS gla- 
diators; and ordering, that criminals, inftead of being 
obliged to fight in the arena, fliould, for the future, be con» 
demned to work in the mioes ^. 



BSozom.p. 449. 


» Pufcb, p. 4^1. 


• Cod. Thcodof. 


tit. 5. p. 397- 
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In the following year Conftantine entered upon his fc^ 
irenth confuUhip, taking his third fon Conftans for his col- 
league. He pafled the winter in Thrace and Illyricum. From 
thence he went to Milan, and from Milan to Rome* wh^re 
he was on the eighth of July ; but he did not flay long in 
that metropolis P (K). He left the city, highly diffatisfied 
with the difrefpeffcful behaviour of the Roman people, by 
whom he was ftigmatized and reviled, and never afterwards 
returned to that city*'. But the moft remarkable event of 
this year was the death of his elded fon Crifpus. The em- 
prefs Faufta, jealous of the reputation he had acquired, and 
enraged to fee him preferred to her own children, falfly ac- 
cufed him of having folicited her to inceft. Some aflerty 
that flie charged him with afpiring to the fovcreignty. Be 
that as it may, Conftantincj hearkening to the accufation, 
and a^ing contrary to all laws of juftice and equity, with- 
out eiidmining an accufation of fuch importance, without 
giving the accufed prince an opportunity to clear himfelf^ 
lie puts hit ordered him to be put to death. Some relate, that he was 
/9ti Crifpus difpatfched with poifon •, others, that by the emperor's or- 
to dsath } j^j,g j^jg YitzA was ftruck off. He was, accprding to the 
mod probable opinion, executed at Pola in Iftria, on the 
firft of Niarch, being then in the thirtieth, or, as others al- 
lege, only in the twenty-fifth year of his age. He was a 
prince of extraordinary endowments, had fignalized himfelf 
in a very eminent manner againft the Franks, and in the 
"^ war with Licinius^ and was univerfally beloved by the pea* 
pie and foldiery, on account of his bravery, his obliging be«* 
haviour to perfons of all ranks^ bis generofity, and other 
princely qualities. 
amdlih- The death of Crifpus was foUpwed by that of young Li* 

wife his cinius, Conftantine's nephew, at that time in the twelfth 

uiphtw 

Mdhi!' ^ Cod. Theodof, Chronol. p. %%. i Libin. Orat. xv. 

(K)Zofimus, a declared cne- averfion which the Romatrs. 

my to Conftantine, relates, that tedified, induced him to tranf- 

the whole Roman people loaded fer fhe feat of the empire to 

him with reproaches and curfes, Byzantium ( i )• Ltbanius tells 

for having abandoned the reli* us, that he bore with great pa* 

gion of his anceftors, and pro- tience the iatires and Utmpoons 

moted, with great zeal, the that were daily publiihed a<^ 

worfliip of an unknown God ; gainft him during his day at 

and adds, that the difrefped and Rome. 

(i}Zof;Ub.ii.p.6S5. 

year 
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year of his age '• St. Jerom fty^Ies thefe executions the ef- 
fc£k of wanton cruelty. Faufta did not long furvive her 
fon-iin-Iaw j for, being this very year convi£bed of having 
accufed him falflyi and of having proftituted her honour to 
perfonsof the meaneft rank, Conftantine ordered her to be 
fufibcated with the fteam of a hot bath '. With Faufta 
many perfons of diftinflion, fuppofed to have been acceflTery 
to her crimes, were condemned, and either privately dif- 
patched with poifon, or publicly executed ' (L). 

This horrid cruelty and injuftice in Conftantine drew His eruehj 
down upon his family divine vengeance; for his brothers, andiujuf- 
his nepheii^s, and his favourite minifters, were, foon after ^'5'/*!"^* 
his death, all maffacred by Conftantius, his fecond fon by '^^J ^' 
Faufta, whom he Ipved and indulged above the reft. Con* 
ftantine, bis eldeft fon, was killed by Conftans the youneeft, 
Conftans b'y Magnentius, GaHus their coufin by Conftan- 
tius, and Conftantius by Julian, the brother of Gallus. Ju- 
lian perifhed in a moft nniferable manner, and in him ended 
the numerous family of Conftantine, which, every one 
expe£ied, would have fumiftied the empire with princes for 
many ages, the emperor having three brothers, four fons, 
feveral fifters and daughters, and nine nephews". Con- 
ftantine appears to have fpent the following year 327, when 
Conftantius and Maximus were confuls, in Illyricum and 
Thrace ; for, on the twenty-feventh of February he was at 
Theflalonica, on the eighteenth of May at Sardica, and at 
Heraclea on the fifth of Auguft^. About this time, the 
emprefs Helena is faid to have found out the fepulchre and 
crofs of odr Saviour, a difcovery which induced Conftan* 
tine to build at Jerufalem the famous church of the refur- 
re£lioii. The pious princefs died foon after, in the arms of ^he im* 
her fon, who caufed her body to be conveyed with great ^''^.^Wr- 
pomp to Rome, and interred in the buryine-place of the "* 
emperors*. To honour her memory, he beftowed the. 
name of Helenopolis on a city of Paleftine 7, and that of 
Helenopontus on a part of the £uxine fea'; and erefted a 

r Zof. lib. 11. p. 6S5. Aur. Vi6^. p. 527. Ammian. lib. xiv. p. 29. 
Earrop. pi 58S. • Via. Epit. Pfailoltorg. Hift. Ecclef. 470. 

t Eutrop. p. 588. « Jalian. ad Athen.p. 497, 498* w Cod« 

Theod. p. 29. X Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. iii. cap. 47. p. 506, 

7 Sozomi lib. ii. cap. i. p. 443. z Cod. Jaft. p. 235. 

(L) Eufebius, well apprifed the cenfure of having tranf'* 

that nothing could be alleged to grefTed the known laws of hi{^ 

excufe Conftantine, therefore tory, than to t^ke upon him the 

takes no notice of thofe execu- juftifying of fa^b, whic^h all the 



tions, choofing rather to incur world but too juftly condemned. 
Vol. xiv. I ftatue 
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ftatue to hbr faonout at Ddflline near Antidcb* Frtei ihb 
ftat«€> the ftrect in which it ftood took the name of 
Auguftalk 

In the following yeari lanuarius and Juftus being eon* 
fulsi Conftantine was on the firft of March at Nicomedia^ 
and on the thirteenth of July at a place in Moefia called 
Otfcos and Efcos ( whence^ feme conjeAute, that he was 
waging war with the Barbarians'in thofe parts : and indeed 
we read in the chronicle of Alexandria % that this year the 
emperor pafled the Danube feveral times^ and that he even 
con(tru£led a bridge over that river. According to the 
chronicle of Alexandria^ he founded this year the city of 
C>nftantinople i but, according to others, on the twenty** 
nan^ fixth of September of the following year 329^ Notwith-^ 
^ r#ra/f (landing his zeal for the catholic Faith, he recalled from 
^^^f banifluneat the two biihops Eufebios and Theognis, great 
^ jirUm ftitklers fof the do^lrine of Arius, and iufiered ttem to 
bijb§pj. gain a great afcendant over him. Next year, Conftantine 
took upon him his eighth confuifliip, havmg his eldeft fon, 
the fourth time conful, for his colleague^. 
Tr. of Fir The following year» 330, when Gallicanus and Symma- 
%67%, ci)U3 vrere confuls, is remarkable for the dedication of the 
u'c^i^r ^*^y °^ Conftaritini^lc, the greateft of aU Qonftantine's 
' '^^^ ' works. Authors ate divided in their opinions) with refpe£l 
CoHftamtins to the aK>tives that prompted the emperor to undertake the 
umdgriakit building of that city {M). The firft place he chofe for the 
ike build* fituation of it, was between Troas and ancient Ilium, on ^ 
ing 9fa ii^^ ^^^ ^£ j^ 2 ^ afterwards changing his mind, upon ^ 
Mw a J. ^ vifion which he had, or imagined to have had, he re* 
Hi en- fohred to enlarge the ancient city of Byzantium, and make 

idnnumi He began With extending the walls of the ancient city from 
fea to fea. While fome of the workmen were bufied in 
re&uring them, others were employed in railing a great num-» 

« Clir^n* Alexand. p. S6». ^ Cod* TheodoC ChrongU p. }e» 31. 
k lib. XI. tit. 30. leg. 15. p. 236, 237. 

(M) Zofimtts writes, that he much dwelt on by the modern 

did it out of hatred to the Ro- Greek ahd Latin writers (2) ; 

mStts, finding himfelf fcorned and Conflantine himfelf. in cme 

and infulted for having em- of his laWs, declates, that, in 



braced and introduced a new re- the choice of the place, he fol 
"gion(i). \os^i* 

(N) Thtspretenctedvifionis \^). 



(1) 2dr. lib. 11. p. 6«6. (ji) Vide Du Cinge ITrb. Conftantinop. 
Ocfcript lib. L p* »3, &c, (3) Cod, ThoDid* tit» 5. p. «♦• 



htt of ftatdy buildinfs, aa»(^ asuHig the reft, a palace eqo^l 
in mafpaificence aad extent to that ot Rome. As he dc- 
figtied to fix his own court there, and was deGi-ous that the 
fucceeding emperom ftould follow his example, and ho- 
nour hie new citf with their ordiuarj refidence* he fpared 
tko coft or labour to render it both beautiful andconvenienlr. 

With this view, he built a capitol and amphitheatmy MtkrmH 
formcjd a circus manmus, federal forums, porticos, and v^'^mmnt 
public baths; and divided the whole city inio fourteen re^ ^'^ **^* 
gions, fecuring the inhabitants with many wholefome lawa^ ' 
and granting them great privileges and immuntties. Bf 
thefe means Byzantium became in a ihort time one of th^ 
mo^ flourifliing and populous cities of the empire, whole 
families flocking thif her from all parts, efpecially from Pon» 
fus, Thrace, and Ada. Conftantine publiflied aai edi^. 
importing, that fuch as had lands in thofe countries ihoul4 
not be able to difpofe of them, nor even leave them at their 
death to their heirs, unlefs they had a houfe in his new 
city. The common people were etiticed thither frofti tlie 
different and moft diftant provinces, and even from Rontc 
itfelf, by the emperor*6 donations, and the great quantities 
of corn, oil, and meat, which were daily diftributed among 
them *• *£ut however defirous the emperor was to fee bis 
new city filled with people, yet he did not choofe it fliould 
be inhabited by any but Chriftians ; and therefore ordered 
all the idols to be pulled doMm, and their temples to be con- 
lecrated to the true God. He built befides an incredible 
QUmber of churches, and caufed croffes to be erofled in all 
the fquares and public places. 

When moft of the buildings weni fihilhed, the <!m|>^ror. fiUmnfy 
on the eleventh of May of the year 330, the twenky-nfth of ^fiiratis 
his reign, caufed this city, by a very lolemn dedication^ to '^ * 
be conlecrated, according to (Jedrenus» to the Virgin Marfj 
but, according to Eufebius, to the God of Martyrs ^ (O^. 
It was on this occafion that Conftantine ftyled the hew ciqf 
from his own name Conftantinople, or the city of Conftao* 
tine, and likewife Second, or, as others will have itj Nev 

e Zdf. lib. if. p. 6^7. Soz. ^. 444. Soefat. lib. 11. c^. 13, p. 0. 
' Bufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. iii. cap. 58, p. 51^7. 

(O) Some modem Greek day« ; and that donftcmttnc^ 

writers tell us, that this cere* during the whole time, cauifld 

mony was perfiMrmed by the fa- an immenie quantity of prpiirl* 

thers of the council of Nice ; fions to be daily diliributed a* 

that the folemnity lafted forty mong the populace {4). 

(4} VJide Geoi^. Cod* in Antiq, CoiiftantinQjp» j^ %^. 

Iz Rome* 
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muliMlt Rome ^. At the fame time he put it on an equality with 
it to Komi, ancient Rome, granting it the fame rights, immunities, and 

ErivilegeS', that were enjoyed by that metropolis. He efta- 
li(hed a fenate, and other magiftrates, with a power and 
authority equal to that of the Roman fenate % and declared 
New Rome the metropolis of the Eaft, as (Md Rome was of 
the Weft. Conftantine, having accompliflied this great 
work, according to fome in five, according to others in two 
years, fixed his refidence in the new city, and never more 
returned to Rome. The removal of the imperial feat from 
Rome to Conftantinople happened in the year of the Cbrif- 
tian asra 330, the twenty- fifth of Conftantine's reign, and 
1 128 after the foundation of Rome. By this removal tbe 
Roman empire received a fatal ftroke, and fhrunk by de- 
grees into nothing, as the reader will find in the fequel of 
this hiftory. 



CHAP. LXI. 

TAe ConftantinopoUtan Hiftory^ from the Removal 
of the Imperial Seat to Conftantinople to the 
Death of the Emperor Julian. 

CONSTANT INE pafled in his new capital great 
part of the enfuing year % when BaiTus and Ablavius 
were confuls, being chiefly employed in building new 
churches, and adorning with other ftately monuments the 
city he defired might be honoured with the refidence of the 
fucceeding emperors. The Sarmatians having implored his 
affiftance againft the Goths, who made an irruption into 
their country, he, either in perfon, or by his fon Conftan- 
ConfianttHi tine, gained a memorable vidory over them on the twen- 
gains a ticth of April of the following year. Near a hundred thou- 
viaofy fand of the enemy were either cut in pieces, or periflied 
^J^^' ' after the battle with hunger and cold j infomuch that thc^ 
* Barbarians were obliged to fue for peace, and deliver hof- 
tages to the emperor, among whoni was the fon of their 
king, Ariaric, or Araric ^. The Sarmatians, unmindful 
of the affiftance they had received from Coziftantine, as foon 

y Socrat. p.45 . . « Cod, Tbeod. lib. xiv. tit. 13. leg, 1. p.. 
%%6t%x%, * Cod.Thcod. p. 353, & fcq. ^ Ammiao. ji. 476. 

Jul. Orat« I. f« f^. Eufeb. Vit. Conftant* lib. iv» p. ja^ 

a$ 
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ms lie withdrew with his vidorioue army, began to ravage 
the provinces of Mcefia and Thrace ; but the emperor^ re- 
turning with incredible expedition, fell upon them unex- anJtht 
pefiedly, cut great numbers in pieces, and forced the reft ^*''*»«* 
to fubmitto what terms he was pleafed to impofe ^ '^'* 

In the courfe of the fucceeding year Conftantine created 
Conftans, his youngeft fon, Caefar, who was born in 3209 
and is fiyled in all the ancient infcriptions Flavius Julius 
Conftans '. At this period Syria, Cilicia, and Thrace, 
were grievouily afflicted with a peftilence and famine, which ^ 

fwept off incredible numbers of people. Theophanes tells 
U8^ that at Antioch wheat was fold at four hundred pieces 
of filverthe buihel *. During this calamity, Conftantine ^^j^«^^- 
fentto the bifhopof Antioch thirty ihoufand bulhels,*and ^^^*g^^ 
an incredible quantity of corn, oil, and all forts of provi- ^^'^'^* 
fionst to the other churches, to be divided among the wi- 
dows, orphans, and ecclefiaftics. Towards the clofe of Ambsfm^ 
this year ambafiadors arrived at Conftantinople from the f**^^-^*' '* 
Blemyes, the Indians, the Ethiopians, and PerfianSj with fhemS^' 
rich prefents for the emperor, whofe friendihip they courted, tSJIami «#- 
acknowleging him, fays Eufebius, for their fovereign, and /»«/• 
declaring, that they coveted nothing fo much as to live in 
amity with fo great a prince. ThePerGan ambafladors, in 
the name of Sapor their king, renewed the ancient treaties 
between ihe two empires. Conftantine received them with 
extraordinary marks of honour ; and being informed, that 
the Chriftians were very numerous in Perfia, he wrote a let- 
ter in their behalf to Sapor, which is inferted at large by 
Eufebius and Theodoret. Next year, when Optatus and 
Anicius Paulinus Junior were confuls, the Goths, under 
the command of Geberic their king, who had fucceeded 
Araric, made new irruptions into the country of the Sar- 
matians, whom they defeated in a great battle fought on the 
banks of the Marifus ; in which the Sarmatian kin^, by 
name Wifimar, and moft of their chiefs> were cut in pieces. 
The Sarmatians in this extremity armed their flaves, and 
by their means gained a complete viftory over the Goths ; 
but the vidorious flaves, fenfible of their ftrength, threw 
off the yoke \ and turning againft their mafters, for whofe 
defence they had been entrufted with arms, drove them oqt 
of the country. 

Thus expelled from their' habitations, they fled for re- 
fuge to Conftantine, who received them, to the number of 
three hundred thoufand, incorporated in his legions fucb of 

« Anonym, p. ^^^* ' Eufeb. Vit* Conft. lib. iv. p. $33* 

• Theopb. p< %y 

I 3 them 
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Hi allots i^flft t^ ^"^e fit for fenricei and gave fetdsttients to tltt 
theSarma* feft in Thrace, Scytbia, Macedoii, and Italy ^ Anpdi^r 
tiatfsftt* party of thie fugitive Sarmatians had recourfe to certain Bdr* J 
^tkTdmi!* barians, called by Ammianus, Viftohales, ftippof^d to b^ I 
mioHs of " |h« f^n^c people with the Quadi Ultramontani. Thcfc were \ 

Homf re-eftablifhed in their ancient pofleffions by the Romans in 
the year 3384 after they had driven out trie Limigantes 9. 
Ad Conftantine, on the twenty-fifth of July, in the year 
33S» entered the thirtieth year of his reign, a circumftance 
which had happened to no emperor ever flnce the time of 
AugUftus, he celebrated that davat Conftantinople with cx- 
tr:^ordinary pomp and magnincence. Not fatisfied with 
having created his three fons, Conflamlne, Conftantius, 
%nA Cforiftans, Cafars, he now raifed to the fame dignity 
his nephew Dalmatius, fon to his brother of the fame name 1 
and appointed Annibalianus, brother to young Dalmatittd» 
Jting of Pofitus K 
XMvttfM In order 10 prevent any mlfunderftanding, jealoufy, or 

thmm^k9 jjuarrels, between his nephews and children, he divided the 
^fj^ government of the empire among them in the following 
andne^ jfi&annef: to Conftantine, the eldeft, he'affigncd Gaul, 
fhejvs, Spain, 2^nd Britain ; to Conftantius, the fecond fon, all the 
Orient, comprehending Afia, Syria, and Egypt; and to 
Cprtftans, the youngeft, Illyricum, Italy, ana Africa. To 
hi$ nephew Dalmatius he gave Thrace, and part of Illyri- 
euin, that is Macedon and Achaia ; and to King Anniba^ 
listnus, hi$ other nephew, Armenia Minor, and the neigb- 
bburing pfQVinces ; including Fontus and Cappadocia, with 
the City of Catfarea, which he defired Ehight be the capital 
Yr. of Fl. of his kingdom *. About this^time one Calocerus, a man of 
*7^S* great intereft and authority in the ifland of Cyprus, caufed 
AD. 3S5. ^imfclf to be proclaimed cmperpr, and was acknowlegedmaf- 
^' '"^^* tqf of the whole ifland : but Dalmatius, who was fent with 
all army a^ainft bim, defeated the rebel, took him prifoner, 
and, tifTfrng him to Tarftis in Cilicia, condemned liim to 
be burnt alive in that City *. As for Azotus, SVho was 
overcome by Conftantine, as we read in Suidas and Codmus, 
it appeats from fcveral epigrams in the Anthology, that he, 
and thfe Conftantine by whom he was overcome, were but 
drivers of chaHots in the circus. Athanafius was accufed 
of having fupplied with money a rebel, by name Philu- 
pittite ' ; but of him not the Icaft naention is ms^de in hit 

f Bofeb* f>. 5i^. Ammtati. p. 479. JornMid. Rbr* Oath. |i. <4t. 

$ Cod. Theod. Chronol. p. 34. b Eutrop. p. 588. Aur. 

Mii^, f,, t29», Cbron. Ak«. p. i6ft. Zof. lib. ih p- ^9%* 1 EuTeb. 
(Drat, in Tricenna). Conft. p« 609. Vi6l. £pit. p. 544. h Tli^cDpb. 
^ ..vf>>3f Aur. Vift. p. »9(5, * Ath.an. Apol. ti. p. 779. 

tory. 
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Xotp Towarda tke ck>fo of the following ycarj wlieii N»- Cnijlantw 
podanut and Facundut vere oofifuls> Conllaiitine married married to 
his fecoad fon Oonftanitua to tbe dattgkler of Julius Con- ^^' "^f^^' 
ftantiut and Galla. Julius Conftantius was brother to the ^^(^' 
emperor, and his wife Galla fifter to Rufinus and Cer^alif . Jtantiuu 
He had by Oalbif Grallus Caefar, born in Hetruria in the 
year 325, or 3169 another Ion, who was killed in 337, and 
one daughter, married thia year to Conftantius, whofe name 
has not' been tranfmitted to us. On occafion of this mar- 
riage, Conftantine eaufed large fums, and great quantities 
of provifions, to be diftributed among the people in all the 
^ties and provinces of the empire **. He had long before 
married his eldeft fon Conftantine \ but to whom, we are 
no where told. 

In the coorfe of the enfuiog year, when Felicianus and 
Titianus were confuls, the Perfiaos, after having lived in 
peace with the Romans for the fpace of forty years, began 
to commit boftilities in Mefopotamia, becaufe tbe emperor 
rcfuied to reftore to them the five provinces which they 
had been obliged to yield to Galerius. Conftantine, having 
drawn together a very numerous and powerful army, and 
made the other neeeflary preparations for a vigorous war, 
hejpn his march, with a defign to invade the Ferfian do- 
minions : but the enemy, terrined at his approach, difpatch- Thg Pgr* 
cd amhaflsidora to htm, wkb propofals of an aocommoda- /<'?^ awii 
tion } which feeming very reafenable to the emperor, a fy^^stor- 
peaee was concluded, and both armies withdrew •. Con- ^"*'^*'*'* 
ftantine, havips oelcJl>rated this year with extraordinary fo- 
lemnity the feaft of Eafter, which fell on tbe third of April, 
was £bon after taken ill, being then in tbe £xty-fburth year CnJIoMtmg 
«f his age. He had recourie to the warm baths of Con^ ^^^ <'^* 
ftantinople; but hisdiftemper encreafing, he removed, for 
change of air, to Helenopolis in Bithynia, and from thence 
to a caftle at a fmall diftance from Nicomedia, called Achy- 
rona, or Aguyrona. Being there apprifed» that his end 
approached^ he declared in a fpeech, which be made to the 
biflK>ps who attended him, his eager defire of being bap- 
tized, adding, that he defigned to have received that feal of '^*«/^»«* 
falvation in the waters of the Jordan $ but finoe Ood, in ^ ' 
his infinite wifdom, had otberwife difpofed of him, he ac- 
qoiefced in his will. When the ceremony was ovti^j he ^ 
was clad in white, and wovld not afterwards fo much as 
touch or fee his purple robes, paffing moft of his time, with 
the biihops in pious meditations, and edifying difcourfes, 
of the immortality of the foul, and the rewards and punifli* 

■ Cod. Tbeod. ChronoK p. 35. * Euieb. p. 554, 555. 
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ments of another life ^. By his laft will be bequeathed 
fome revenues to the city of Rome^ and otheis to that of 
Conftantinople. He likewife confirmed the above mention- 
ed divifion of the empire among his three fons and two ne- 
phews P. 

Not long before he expired, he privately put his will into 
the hands of an ecclefiaftic, in whom^he repofed an entire 
confidence, not knowing him to be a follower of Arius, and 
obliged him to promife upon oath not to deliver it to any 
Yr. of Fl. hut Conflantius. Conftantine, having fettled matters in 
»787. the manner he judged beft for the church and ftate, ex- 
A. D. 337. pir«d, about noon, on the twenty-fecond of May, in the 
U.C11S5. y^^j. 22*^^ being Whitfunday, after having lived, according 
Ht dies ^° ^^ "^°^ probable opinion, fixty-three years* two months, 
univerfalfy and twenty^five days, and reigned thirty years, nine months, 
lamented, and twenty<pfeven days. His death was bewailed by per- 
fons of all ranks. The foldiers no fooner heard of it, than 
they tore their cloaths, fell proftrate on the ground, and 
gave other public teftimonies of their deep concern, calling 
him their deliverer, their beloved leader^ their common pa- 
rent. The people of Conftantinople, overwhelmed with 
forrow^ and drowned in teafs, for the lofs of their great 
benefafbor, exprefled their grief in a manner fuitable to fo 
general a calamity', Meflengers were immediately dif- 
patched with the difmal tidings to his children ; and in the 
Howurs mean time the body of the deceafed prince, with the pur- 
^fi'r^lT P'^ ^^^ diadem, was put into a golden coffin, and conveyed 
^tath, *^ Conftantinople, attended by all.the troops quartered in 
that neighbourhood, who had afiembled upon the firft no- 
tice of his death. It was expofed to public view in the 
. chief hall of the palace, with an infinite number of tapers 
burning round it in golden candlefticks- All the great of- 
ficers, both civil and military, the fenate, and other per- 
fons of diftin£lion, came to attend the corpfe, kneeling bc- 
fQre it, as if the emperor had been ftill alive. Court was 
kept in the fame manner as when he was living, and thofe 
who attended his perfon came at the ufual hours, as if he 
- bad ftill wanted their attendance. This empty honour, for- 
merly paid to the deceafed emperors, as appears from He- 
rDdii^n, and othfr writers, fcems to have been long before 
laid afide, and to have been revived in honour of Conftau- 
tinc His children were daily expefted to pny him the laft 
duty ) but Conftantius alone came, the other two being 
prooably at a great diftance ; and, foon after his arrival, 

• Socrat. lib. i. cap. 29, p. 75. p Ibid. lib. i. cap. 39, p. 75. 

£0^, lib. ii, cap. 34, p. 495. q Eufeb. cap. 65, p. 559. 
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caufed the corpfe to be conveyed with tbe utmoft pomp and ms •bft* 
magnificence to the famous church t>f the Apoftles,^ which qmis. 
the «mperor had built clofe to the palace, defiring to be 
interred in it, that be might, after his death, fays Eufebius^ 
partake of the prayers offered there by the faithful in ho- 
nour of the holy apoilles. Conftantius attended the body 
to the church ; but withdrew with the folctiers, as he had 
not yet been baptized, when the minifters of the church 
began the holy ceremonies '. As foon as they were over^ 
the body was depofited in the porch, where Conftantius 
caufed a magnificent maufoleum to be raifed. 

With refpe^l to the character of Conftantine, there is a Authors 
great difagreen^ent among authors, forae of the heathen ^fW^'^ 
writers painting him as a tyrant, and the Chriftians ex- Jf t" ' 
tolling him as the beft prince that ever fwayed a fceptre. 
The emperor Julian fpeaks of him as a prince ambitious of 
military glory, and one who had nothing fo much at heart 
as the aggrandizing of bimfelf and his family ; and addSy 
that his bad example armed his children againft each other*. 
The fame Julian ' and ZoGmus ^ reprefent him as a voli^ 
tuous prince, abandoned to all manner of diverfions and 
pleafures, to banquets, revellings, and public (hews $ info- 
much that he could fpare no time from fports and enter- 
tainments, to regulate the affairs of t|i0 ilate. On the other 
hand, Vidor'^, Eufebius S and Lib^flius ^ tell us, that he 
was conftantly employed in reading, writing, meditating, 
compodng fpeeches, hearing embaf&es, giving audience to 
his minifters and fubje£ls ; in (hort, that he was never idle^ 
hut bufied either in forming or executing fome great de- 
fign for the good of the empire. Aurelius Vidor, Am- 
mianus Marcellinus, and even hispanegyrift Eufebius, com- 
plain of his employing in the adminift ration of affairs, per- 
ions altogether unworthy of the confidence he repofed in 
them, and fuffering them to enrich themfelves at the ex- 
pence of the people committed to their care. The truth 
is, we are not to expert any candour either in his accufera^ 
or panegyrifts, becaufe they are both influenced by religious 
rancour. The firft detefted him as an enemy to their gods ; 
th« hft extolled him as the great patron of the Chriftian re- 
ligion. He certainly poffcffed great abilities both for war 
and legiflation : but he was undoubtedly cruel, ambitious, 
and voluptuous J and his tranflating the feat of empire 
from Rome to Conftantinople, is generally allowed to have 

r Eafeb. cap. 71, p. s^^* ' Julian. Orat. vii. p. 4tj, 414, 

t Jul. Caef. p. 13, 4x, 5a. Q Zof. lib. ii' p. 687. ^ Vi^.JBpir. 
p, 5^3. ' Eufeb. p* 539. y Liban* Orat. iii. p. 107. 
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been % ftep which fefle&d very Iktle honour on hit politi- 
cal capacity. 

We fhall now proceed to federal regulationa in the go- 
.Tcrnment, both civil and military^ thought to have been 
-firft introduced by G>nftantine. Before his time ther^^ 
were two captains of the guards* known by the name cdF 
pnefefli pnetorio, who had an equal authority over all the 
troops difperfed in the feveral provinces of the empire * : 
but Conftantine» jealous of their too great power, leffened 
it by creating two more, and aHotting to each of them a 
certain number of provinces. By this inftitution the whole 
empire was divided into four parts> which were the Orient^ 
Illyricum, Italy, and Gaul, governed by the four praefeCU 
prctorio, each of whom had feveral diocefcs or diftri£ls uzi- 
der his jurifdi£%ion. The prefe£is were the firft officers of 
the empire, and generally looked upon as emperors of an 
inferior rank. They had feveral other officers under them, 
fuch as proconfttls> vicars, redors, confulars, eorre^torsf 
and prefidents. In the Eaft were two proconfuls } one in 
Achaia, and another in Afia, and fometimes* but very fol-* 
dom, a third in Paleftine : in the Weft there was hut one, 
viz. the proconful of Africa. The vicars reprefented the 
-prefeds, and were their lieutcpanti^ whence, in the an- 
cient infcriptions, they are ftyled pro-praefeAi^ or "Hce- 
prefeAs. There weiB vicars in the provinces of Afia, Pon- 
tu8, Thrace, the Orient, Macedon, Africa, Spain, Gaul, 
an<l Britain ; and tviro in Italy, namely, the vicar of the 
city of Rome, and the vicar of Italy. The provinces un- 
der the vicar of Rome were called provinciie fuburbicaii» ; 
and thofe under the vicar of Italy, provinceis of Italy. The 
vicar of Italy rtffided at Milan, which by that means be- 
came the metropc^is of all the Italian provinces. Next in 
dignity to the vicars were the reftors, who governed whole 
provinces under the prefe£i, or his vicars, as did likewife 
the confulars, the correAors, and the prefidents : Phoeni- 
cia was governed by a confular, who refided fometimes at 
Tyise, fometimes at Berytus, and fometimes at Pamafcus : 
feveral provinces of Italy had likewife a confular for their 
governor. We find feveral laws in the Theodofian code 
addreffed to the prefe&s, proconfuls, vicars, reAors, con- 
fufars, and corre^ors, but very few to the prefidents ( A}« 

• Zoi lib. it. p. iSy. 



( A) The preftas under Con- 
JRantine and his fon Conilmtius 
had only the title of dariffimi, 



which was commoa to all fena« 
tors, but were ibon after diftin« 
guiihed with that of illuftres. 

The 



The pi efieAs ^vere originally military ; bttt after tlus di* 
vifion of the empire, they became altogether eivil (Acers^ 
the command of the troops being given to two ma^ftri 
tailiti^, the inftitution of which offioe is Hkewife afcnbed 
by Zofimus to Conflantine \ In Dioclefian's time, each 
province had its peculiar general, ftyled dux or duke ) but 
Conftantine in their room created the two above mentioned 
magiftri militias^ one for the foot, and another for the horfe^ TA# f!ff ^ 
with a full power of making what regulations in the army ^•»'«^^*- 
they thought proper. Sometimes both commands were 
vefted in one perfon ; for in a law, dated the feventeenth 
of June 315, mention is made of one Eufebius, commander 
In chief both of the horfe and foot ; and one Sylvanus, in 
two laws addreffed to him in 349, is ftyled magifter utri- 
ufque militise ^ But their number was foon increafed; 
for in the time of Theodofius I. they were five, one for the 
court, called praefentalis ; one for Thrace, one for the 
Orient, one for Illyricum, and one for Gaul '. Thefe ma- 
giftri militise were afterwards diftiaguiflied by the title of 
comites, or cOuuts, and raifed to the rank of the firft oSE^ 
cers of the empire. The patricii or patricians were fupe- ^pairi- 
rior in rank both to the magiftri militiae, and the prefem. ^'"'* 
This was a new dignity inftituted by Conftantine; but had 
no power or authority annexed to it, being only a title of 
honour. The patricians, though raifed above all the other 
fubjeds of the empire, were neverthelefs obliged to give 
the precedency to the confuls ''• Conftantine conferred 
this dignity on Julius Conftantiua, his brother, and Optatu% 
bis brother-in-law. 

The title of comes or count feems likewife to owe its Thit^fmUs 
or%in to Conftantine. Before Conftantin^s time, thofc •^«««^'- 
who attended the emperors out of Rome in quality of coun- 
fellors, ftyled themfelves comites ; but to that word added 
the name of the prince whom they attended. In Conftan- 
tioe's time, the name of the prince was omitted, and thofe 
who accompanied him were ftyled fimply comites, comUim 
nions.9 and in the modern languages counts : one Dionyfius 
is the firft to whom we fixMl that title to have been ffiven : 
afterwards it became a (itle of hQiK>ur, and was beftowed 
upon all oAcers of any rank, though they neither followed 
the oourt, nor accompanied the emperor. Thefe comites 
or cuonts mere divided, according to their emple^ents, 
into three orders or ranks ; and hence the exprefions which 
^9K frequently meet with in the writers who fiouriflied on- 

« Zof. p. 6Sg. h Cod. Theodof. lib. xi« tit* i. leg. 1. p. #. 

|e Chxonol. p. 43. « Notit. cap. 5, 9, 341 jl* ' 2m. p. 69s. 

der 
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der Conftaotine, stnd his facceflbrs, comea'domefticus prim! 
ordinis, and fecundi ordinis *• We find no mention inade 
of the title of nobiliffimus, or mofl: noble, before Conftan- 
tine's time, who gave it to two of his brothers» Jutius 
Conilantitis and AnnibaKanus. It was, under the fucceed- 
ing princes, beftowed upon their- fons before they were 
raifcd to the dignity of Caefar. Of the writers who flou- 
rifhed under Conftantine, we (hall fpeak in our note (B). 

The 

e Vide Du Cange GloflC p. 1074. 



have fiouriihed under Confian* 
tius, and to have been contem- 
porary with the fophift Bemar- 
chusy who was a native of Cae- 
farea in Cappadociay wrote fe- 
veral declamations and fpeeches* 
and publifhed the life of Con- 
flantme in ten books (3). But ' 
none of his works have reached 
our times. Libanius mentions 
one Bemarchus, a Pagan io" 
phift, buf greatly favoured by 
Conftantius(4). £unapius like- 
wife wrote the hiiiory of Con- 
ftantine, but comprifed, with- 
out all doubt, in the general 
hiftoiy, which he published of 
all the emperors from the death 
of Alexander Severus (c)- We 
may well rank Conftantme him- 
feltamong the writers and men 
of learnine who flouriflied in 
his age ; for many monuments 
of his application and fludy have 
reached our times, and are to be * 
found in Eufebius, who has 
tranfmitted them to us. Of 
thefe the chief, or at leaft the 
moil, diffufive and extenfive, is 
his oration ** ad fan6lorum coe- 
tum,'* or his difcourfe addreiled 
to the AlTembly of Saints. 
Eufebius afTures us, that this 
fpeech, as well as his many laws 
and letters, were all composed 
by himfelf. Befides the authors 

(0 Phot. cap. 6i. p. 64. (2) Idem. p. 64. . (3) VoflT, Hift. 

Giaeclib. ii. cap. 17. Stiidas, p 551. (4) Liban. Vjl. p. 1 5. 

(5) Eunap. p. 40 Vgir« ibid. cap. x8. 



(B) We (hall begin with thofe 
who have written the hiflory of 
Conftantinc. Eufebius of Cae- 
farea publifhed his life in four 
books. He relates great part of 
his wars'; and we may depend 
upon the truth of what he 
writes, fmce it is certain that 
the emperor honoured him with 
his intimacy and friend(hip, 
and informed him of many 
tranfai^ions. Beiides the life 
of Conftantine, he wrote two 
panegyrics on that prince. Se- 
veral other panegyrics on Con- 
{lantine, compofed in the be- 
ginning of his reign, are ftill 
extant. Among thefe are two, 
the authors of which are not 
known. Two other panegyrics 
were compofed by Eumenius, 
profeflbr of eloquence in the 
city of Autun, eueeme^ one of 
the beft orators of his time. 
Praxagoras, by birth an Athe- 
.nian, wrote, when only nine- 
teen years old, two books on 
the kings of Athens; and three 
years after two others, com- 
prifmg the life of Conftantine. 
At the age of thirty -one, he 
publifhed the life of Alexander 
the Great in iix books ( 1 ]• An 
abridgment of his life of Con- 
ilantine is to be found in Pho- 
tius (2). He is fuppofed to 
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The news of Cbnftantinc's death no fooner reached the The armitt 
armies, than all agreed to acknowlege no other emperors acknow- 
but the Ions of Conftantine, whom they accordingly pro- ^' 9^" 

claimed iX^*^^. 

from Eunapius, who wrote his ^^ » 
life (3). Several works of 



of the Auguiline hiftory, of 
whom we have fpoken already, 
feveral other authors flouriflied 
under Conftantine. St Jerom 
extols, among the reft, the ora- 
tor Attlus Patera or Patcrius, a 
native of Bayeux, and fprung, 
according to Aufonius (6), from 
the ancient Druids. He taught 
rhetoric at Rome with great 
applaufe, about the end of Con - 
ilantine's reign, and afterwards 
at Bourdeaux (7), iince Aufo- 
nius ranks him among the pro* 
feflbrs of that city. He was the 
father of the orator Delphidius 
(8), and Hedibias, to whom St. 
Jerom wrote his hundred and 
fiftieth letter, was deicended 
from him. Suidas afcribes fe- 
veral rhetorical pieces to one 
Ona(imus, a native of Cyprus 
or Sparta, who lived in the time 
of Conftantine, and is ftyled by 
Suidas both an hiftorian and fo- 
phift (9). At the fame time 
flourifhed Palladius, a native of 
Methone in Peloponnefus, who 
publiihed a treatife on the feafts 
of the Romans, and fome other 
philological pieces ^i) And 
this is all we know ot thefe two 
writers, whom Voffius ranks 
among the Greek hiftorians (2). 
In the time of Conftantine flou- 
rifhed the celebrated Platonic 
philofopher lamblichus : he was 
a native of Chalcis in Lower 
Syria, fprung fiom a rich and 
noble family, and very famous 
among the Pagans, as appears 



works ot a 
philofopher, named lamblichus, 
are ftill extant, and highly e- 
fteemed by the beft judges, bi^t 
commonly afcribed to another 
lamblichus, who lived at Apa- 
mea in Syria, forty or fmy 
years after the former, and was 
one of the emperor Julian's 
chief favourites. A third phi-* 
lofopher, of the fame name, 
lived under the emperor M. 
Aurelius. Several works have 
reached our times, under the 
name of lamblichus ; but which 
of thefe three was the true 
author of them, we will not 
take upon us to determine. 
The emperor Julian equals 
lamblichus of Chalcis to Plato 
himfelf. Gothofredes is. of o- 
pinion, that Gregorius and Her« 
mogenes, or rather Hermoge- 
nianiis, the authors of the two 
different, but like codes, flou- 
rifhed under Conftantine, and 
his children. In compiling their 
refpe6tive works, they followed 
the order of time ; which was 
afterwards obferved in the codes 
of Theodofius and Juftinian. 
The codes of Gregorius and 
Hermogenianus are thought to 
be the moft ancient of all ; and 
were both abridged by thofe, 
who abridged the Theodofian 
code (4). Only fome fragments 
of them now remain to be found 
in different books of jurifpru- 
dence. Gregorius is commonly 



(6) Socrst. lib. i. cap. 9. p. 30, 31. (7) Gclaf, Cyziccn. A^ 

Nic. Concil. p. a 17. (S) Idem, p. 1S4. (9) Suid. o-, v, p* 311. 
^i) Idem, w, p. 405. <») Vofl". Hift. Grace, lib. iv. cap. 18. p. 4S6. 
(3; Eunap. cap. a. p. 13. (4) Cod. Theod. Chronol. p. 184. 
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dftimed ; and their example ^ras foon followed bf the fe- 
Btte of Rome, who todc not the leift notice ^ their two 



Mitred to have been the moft 
ancient of the two. The ftyle 
of Hermotfenianut is very un- 
couth, and often obfcure. Pub- 
Ijus Optatianue Porphyriusflou- 
riihed under Conflantine, and is 
thought to have publi(hed the 
poem, which has reached U8| 
about the middle of the year 
J26, on occasion of the folem* 
Bity of the emperor's twentieth 
year, and the tenth of the two 
Caefars, Crifpus and Cooftan^ 
tine^ his children. Some authors 
are of opinion, that feveral of 
the pieces which pafs under the 
name of Petrooius Arbiter, were 
written by Optatiaaus. Sopater, 
the difciple of lamblichus, flou- 
riflied under Conftantine, and| 
after the death of that philofo* 

fher, became the head of the 
iatonic ibft that followed Plo« 
tinus. He was a native of Apa- 
mea in Syria, and both (poke 
and wrote mth great elegance 
and propriety ; whence he was 
fiyled a fophiil, as well as a phi- 
lofopher($). After the death 
of lamblichus, not dei^ing to 
coaverfe with other philoifo- 
phers, faya Euntpius his ad- 
mirer, he repaired to the court 
of Confiandne, to try whether 
he could prevent the downfal 
and utter ruin of the ancient 
religion of the Koreans. While 
Sopater wis with the emperor 
at Cenftantinople, there being 
great fcarcity of provifions in 
that city, becaufe the veiiels 
that brought corn were detain'* 
ed by contrary winds, the people 
afiembled in the tfaeatie broke 



one day on a fudden into bitter 
invedives againft SoMteri at a 
magician, who ftopt the favour- 
able winds, and prevented the 
arrival of the fo long expe^ed 
veiTels. Hereupon Conflantine 
abandoned him to the fury of 
the enraged populace, who, be- 
ing privately excited by the 
pre£^ Abiavius, and other 
courtiers, jealous of his too 
great credit with the emperor, 
tore him in pieces. Julian 
fpeaks of one Sopater of Apa- 
mea, who lived in his time (6), 
and confequently rouft be di- 
ftineuKhed fix>m the difciple of 
lamblichus. To die other 
writers^ who flouriihed under 
Conftantine, we may add the 
two Chri^an poets Commodia- 
nus and Juvencus. The former 
wrote a kind of poem, in hexa* 
meter veriei commonly fiyled 
InAru^tioas^ but without an^ 
renrd to quantities. It u di* 
vided into fevera^ articles, and 
the initial letters of each article 
make up its title. In thispoem, 
if we may beftow upcm it that 
name, he ttnpugns the errors 
of die Pagans, but feems not to 
have been yet well in(hiided 
himfelf in the truths of the 
Chriflian religion (7)« Juven* 
cus, frequendy mentioned bj 
St. lerom, fiourifhed under 
Coninntine: he was by birth 
a Spaniard, fprung fixMn an il- 
luftrious family^ and not only a 
Chriftian) but in holy orders. 
However, he applied himfelf to 
the ftudy of poetry, and wrote a 
poem, comprifing the four gof- 



(s) Eonap. p. t%. Soz« lib. u cap* 5. p. 406. Said. p. 78 r« 

SI Julian, epift. al. liit. p. t9$i tl6« , (7) Ceam..p» %^* cap. 33. 
nnad. cap. 15. 
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cbttfinS) DalmatiUB C$;far, and Annibatianus king of Pon« 
tUs, the two fons of their unde Conftantius DalmatiuSf 
though Conftantine had, in the above-mentioned dirifion 
of the empire, allotted to each of them a (hare. However, 
the three brothers did not, for what reafon we are no- 
whefe toM> take upon them the title of Augufti till the 
tiinth of September of this year 337 5 that is, near fouf 
months after the deceafe of their father ^. Soon after, the 
foldierf) under colour of preventing diilurbances in the 
empire, flew to arms, and cut in pieces Julius Conftantius, butpiu 
the deccafcd emperor's brother, Dalmatius Csefar, Anniba- DMiatlus 
HanUsk'ihgofPonttts, the patrician Optatu?, who had, as ^^^Jf^ 
is commonly fuppofed, married Anaftafia, the late empe- gg^f^^ 
Tof^ fifter, five of his nephews, among whom was the 
tldefl: fon of Julius Conftantius, the prefed Ablavius, ftnd 
moft of the great Conftantine's minifters, fuppofing them 
attached to the intereft of his nephews ^. Thus was the 
numerous family of Conftantine at once, reduced to his 
three fons ind two nephews, Gal)us and Julian, the fons of 
Julius Conftantius ; of whom the former owed his life to 
a malady> from which no one believed he could recover ; - 
and the other to his infancy, he being then at moft but 
fcven yeard old * (C). 

The three brothers met in Pannonia in the beginning of ^AWr <*- 
the enftiing year 338, when Urfus and^ Polemius were ^^V ^* 
jconfttls* to divide among them the dominions of the two 
deceafed princes Dalmatius and Annibalianus ; but all we 

» Bttl^. Vit. C<mft. lib. IV. eap» €S. p. j^o. « Eufeb. ibid, 

p. 541. Zoi, lib. ii» p. 69t» Jttlian. Epift. ad Athcilitllf. p* 497»-49S* 
4 So€rat» lib. iii cap. i. p. ii4. Ammian. p* %$%* 

pels inasijaanybooks. Hekeeps concern in the maflacre of thtt 

dole to the text, chooling rather imperial family: as for Coa« 

to pfleferve the truth of the hi- ftantius, Eutropius (2) and So* 

ftoty^ ^an to difplay hid genius, crates (3) write, that he rather 

(C) Gregory or Nazianzus permitted than commanded it* 

writes, that Julian was private- Julian (4), St. jerom f $), and 

ty conveyvd away, and conceal- Zofimus <6), tell us in plain 

^ by one Marcus of Aretbufk, terms, that he was the author 

whom he afterwards put to a of that cruel maflacre; and St. 

cruel death (i).* Ail authors Athanafius openly reproachei 

agree, that neimer young Con- him as the muideier of his 

ftaatine, nor Conftans, h^d any uncles and cottfins<7). 

(1) Nazian. Orat. Ui. p. 90. (t) Eutrop, {k 558. \%) Sdtmt. 
P* > »5- (4) Julian, ad Athcn. p. 497. (5) Hicr. Chron* 

(6) ZoH p. 691, (7) Athan. Solit. p. 856. 
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know of this diviGon is» that Conftantine had Thrace % 

and Conftans obtained Greece and Maccdon.- Each of 

them kept the dominions allotted to him bjr Conftantine in 

bis life-time, that partition being confirmea by his laft will^ 

Conftantine reigned ii^ Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; Conftan- 

tius poflefled Afia, Syria, and Egypt ; and Conftans ruled 

Itlyricum, Italy, and Africa. Conftantine feems to have 

yielded this very year Thrace to Conftantius, and Conftans 

ceded Afiica to Conftantine. While Conftantius was ab- 

fent in Pannonia, the Perfians, finding the frontiers un- 

The Pir- guarded, entered Mefopotamia, committing every-where 

Jiaxi in- dreadful ravages. At the fame time the Armenians revolt- 

1f*^' '^^ ed, expelled their king, who was a friend to the Romans^ 

mmiwi. ^^^ joined the Perfians; who, being thus ftrensthened, 

laid bege to Nifibis ; but, after having continued before it 

JtMfethe fixty-three days, they were obliged to drop that enterprize, 

fegtrf Si' and retire. Conftantius, in the mean time, taking leave of 

^"if^ his brothers, left Pannonia, and returned into the Eaft, 

. where he aflcmbled all his forces, with a defign to relieve 

Nifibis J but finding the Perfians had retired, he turned 

his arms againft the Armenians, obliged chem to receive 

again the king whom they had expelled, and drew over to 

his party the robbers of Arabia, no doubt the Saracens, 

who, by frequent inroads into the Perfian dominions, made 

a powerful diverfion, and greatly annoyed the enemy ^' 

The war, however, continued during his whole reign ; 

many battles were fought, fome gained by the Romans, 

and fome by the Perfians : the cities of Mefopotamia were 

often taken and retaken ; and that of Nifibis was three 

times befieged by the enemy, without their ever being able 

to reduce it. Ammianus Marcellinus obferves, that the 

Romans gained great advantages, when commanded by the 

emperor's lieutenants ; but were conftantly defeated, when 

headed by the emperor in perfon ». In the following year, 

S39, when Conftantius was conful the fecond time, with 
is brother Conftans, feveral laws were en^Qed in the 
name of the three emperors; and, among the reft, one 
forbidding, under no lefs a penalty than that of death, 
marriages between uncles and nieces, which had been 
allowed by a decree of the fenate, iflued in favour of the 
marriage of Claudius, and the celebrated Agrippina. Not- 
withftanding this decree, fuch marriages were ever looked 
upon by the Romans as inceftuous, but frequently praflifed 

« Cbron. Alex. p. 670. ^ Libaa. p. i»a, Julian. Orat, i. p. 37. 
t Ammian. lib. xx. p. 177. 

by 
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by otlier nations^ efpecially the Phoenicians, to whom the 
law forbidding them^ dated the tbirty-firft of March of this 
year, is addreSed **. 

The next confuls were Acyndinus and Proctilus. Con- 
fiantine, diflatisfied with the late partition of the provinces, 
after having folicited in vain his brother CoilKlans to yield 
him Italy, or at leaft part of that country, raifed a cottfi** ^''•, ®^ ^» 
derable army, and, under pretence of marching to the a, jj'!'' 
aififtance of Conftantius, who was at war with the Perfians, u!c. H3s! 
left Gaul, and entering the dominions of Conftans, made ■ ■ 

himfelf mafter of feveral places* Cdnftans, who was then Conftantmg 
in Dacia, detached part of his forces againft him, who, hav- ^"/^^^^i 
ing drawn him into an ambufcade near Aquileia, cut both ^J„/J?* 
him and his army in pieces. His body was thrown into the Conflans^ 
river Anfa, at a fmall diftance from Aquileia ) but being and is 
afterwards difcovercd, it was fent to Conftafltinople, and *^^ 
interred near the tomb of his father '. Such was the end 
©f the great Conftantine's eldeft fon. He Was born at 
Aries, as is cdmmonly believed, oil the 7th of Auguft, 316^ 
created Csefar the ift of March, 317, andfaluted Auguilus 
on the 9th of September, 337 \ fo that he did not enjoy the 
imperial dignity three whole years. His panegyrift paints 
him as a prince endowed with great accompliChments both 
of body and mind ; and adds, that he ftudied the Scrips 
tures, and, to the utmoft of his power, pra£l:iied what they 
required ^. But his invading his brother s dominions, with- 
out the leaft provocation, can by no means be juftified. He 
received, and treated with great kindnefs, the celebrated 
Athanafius, when he was baniOied by his father intp Gaul, 
which province he then governed. By his death Conftans 
remained fole mafter of the weftern provinces, Conftantius 
voluntarily yielding to him the whole (hare. of the deceafed 
prince ^ Conftans, foon after the death of his brother, 
arrived at Aquileia, where he was on the 9th of April, and 
on the 25th of June at Milan ". All we find of Conftan* 
tius thiis year is, that on the 5th of Auguft he was at Bcftus 
in Thrace, and on the 9th of September at Antioch. 

Next year, when Marcellinus and Probinus were confuls^ 
many cities in the Eaft were overturned by a. dreadful earth- 
quake''; and the Franks in the Weft having croffed the Thi Franks 
Rhine, made an irruption into Gaul, committing every- '«'v«^ 
where great ravages. Conftans marched againft them^ ^^*"i' ^ 

h Cod. Theod. lib. iii. tit^ 11. leg. 11, p. 294. > 2onar. p. ii. 

Vid. epit. p. 544. Eutrop. p- 588. ^ Monodia feu Orat. in 

Conftantin. junior, mort. p. 7«-8— 14. ^ Soas. lib. iii. p. 499. 

Jul. Orat. ii. p. 17$. »Cod* Theodof. p. 97. ChronoL p/4i* 

> Socrat. p. 88. Tbeophan. p. 30. 

Vol. XIV. K gave 
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gave them battle ; but the advantages he gained were not 
deciGve. At this period a ^aw was ena&ed, in the name 
of the two emperors* forbiddingi. under the fevered pe- 
nalties, ail manner of idolatrous worfliip. Firmicus Ma- 
ternus writes, that Conftans ordered feveral temples to be 
demoli(hed, together with the celebrated altar of Vi£lory 
in the fenate at Rome ^ Conftantia built this year, and for- 
tified, the city of Amida upon the Tigris in Klefopotamia. 
In the fucceeding year Conftans either conquered or^ap- 
hit €tri peiifed the Franks \ and that warlike people fubmitted to 
pa$t€dbf the princes of their own nation, whom he was pleafed to 
Covjiami. appoint over them p. Thus difengaged he paiTed over into 
Britain to oppofe the Scots, who made frequent inroads 
into the Roman dominions ; but the (ileuce of Libanius, 
with refpedt to this expedition, is a manifeft proof that he 
performed no great exploits againft tliat nation. Certain it 
is, he did not remain above four months in that ifland. As 
for Conftantius, he at this period refided at Antioch or 
Hierapolis, in Euphratefiana. He was at Boulogne on the 
25th of January, in his way to Britain, ^nd returned to 
.Treves on the 30th of June "i. By a law ena£ted this year, 
on the 27th of Auguft, and commonly afcribed to him, the 
ecclefiaftics and their domeftics are exempted from all new 
impofitions, and an entire immunity from all cuftoms was 
granted to fuch of them as were by their poverty obliged 
to earn a livelihood by trading. When the church acquired 
fufficient wealth to fupport her minifters, they were for^ 
bidden by the canons to merchandife or follow any trade. 

The following year, when Leontius and Salluftius were 
confuls, is remarkable for a dreadful earthquake, which 
Kiocafaua entirely ruined the city of Neocaefarea in Pontus, no one 
*^**'^ Y edifice having withftood the violence of the {hock, except 
quakt. " f^^ church, and the habitation of the bifliop, who was fav- 
cd, with the clergy, and fome other pious perfons, while 
the other inhabitants were all buried in the ruins r. Tbeo- 
phanes fpeaks of a battle this year between the Romsms 
and Ferfians, in which the latter were defeated with great 
Jofs % In the year enfuing, when Amentius and Albinus 
were confuls, the city of Duras on the coaft of Greece was 
fwallowed up with all its inhabitants in an earthquake, and 
twelve cities in Campania were overi;urned. The above 
inentioned confuls were fucceeded by Conftantius the fourth 
time, and Conftans the third time, confuls. The latter 
was at Cefena in Italy on the 23d of May, ^ at Milan on the 
2iftof June, from whence he paflcd into Macedon, and 

^ Firm. Mat. p. 57. P Idat. p. 85, Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 1%, p. 

90. q Cod. Theod. Chronol. p. 44. . » Greg. NyflT. In Vit. 

Gre|^. Thauraat. • • Theopb* p. 31. 

* " was 
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was at Theflalonica on the 6th of December : from Made- 
don be feems to have returned to Gaul ; for he fent from 
thence Athanafius and Oiius to the council of Sardica, held 
the following year 347 ^ As for Conftantius, he was, on 
the 7th and 26tb of May, and the 23d of Auguft» at Cou.^ , 
ftantinople. The law dated the 26th of May, and addreiTed 
to the bifhops, confirms to them and the inferior clergy, 
to their wives, children, and domeftics, feveral immunities 
and exemptions. This year Conftantius caufed a harbour 7hi port 0/ 
to be made at Seleucia, at an immenfe charge, for the ^^^^^ 
convenience of the city of Antioch, which Itood on the *^^*^ 
Orontes, at a fmall diftance from thence. This work coft^ 
him, according to Libanius, and the emperor Julian ^, 
incredible fums, the mouth of the Orontes, where the port 
was made, being full of rocks and fands. He likewife re- 
built the cities of Seleucia in/Syria, and Antaradus inPhoe* 
nicia ; whence the latter, in the adis of fome councils, is 
called from him Conftantia. 

At this period Sapor, king of Perfia, befieged Nifibis a Nijibis bg* 
fecond time } but was obliged to retire with difgrace, after -^^f^^ 
having continued before it three months. In the follow- *^^'[j^ 
ing year the emperor Conftantius pretended to have gained ^ainthe 
a confiderable vi£tory.over the Perfians : he was at Ancyra ftcond 
on the 8th of March, and at Hierapolis on the nth oi ^if»e. 
Mav. The next confuls were Flavius Philippus, a great 
ftickler for thedo£lrine of Arius, and Flavius Sallea orSa- 
lia, a zealous defender of the faith of the council of Nice. 
This year Conftans, filled with indignation againft the 
Arians, and afhamed of the weaknefs of bis brother,, 
who fufFered himfelf to be impofed upon and deluded by 
thofe heretics, threatened to reftore, by force of arms, the 
orthodox bifhops, whom he had baniflied at their inftiga- 
tion, unlefs he recalled them of his own accord. Conftan- 
tius was, either by fear, or the reafons alleged by Conftan^ 
in behalf of the exiled biftiops, prevailed upon to give hi^ 
confent to their return ''. Conftans fent Macarius and Pau- 
Iu8, two officers of diftinftion, into Africa, with large fum^ 
to be diftributed among the poor of the province. They; 
were likewife enjoined * to ufe their utmoft endeavours iq, 
reclaiming the Donatifts, and reuniting them to the church. 
Their endeavours were crowned with fuccefs j for the moft^ 
obftinate and ftubborn among thefe feftaries being driven 
out of the province, the reft yielded to reafon, and were 

t Cod. Thcodof. Chron. p. 46. Ath. Apol. i. p^ 676. « Libaa. 

Ofat. xHi. p. 3«6. Julian. Orat. i. p. 74. ^ Thcodor. Vit. Pa- 

tram, lib. ii. cap* 8. p. 13. ' Co&ciL torn. ii. p. 713* 
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received again into the church ; fo that the Chriftians tlicrc 
enjoyed a profound tranquility, till thofe who hafd been ba« 
nilhed were recalled by the emperor Julian '. - 
Yr. of Fl. This year is remarkable for a great battle between the 
»79«- Perfians and Romans, fought in the neighbourhood of Sin- 
A. D. 34g. garus, a city of Mefopotamia. The Perfians had fortified 
' *"^ ' their camp with a deep ditch and ramparts j on which, as 
7hf baitU ^^^^ ^^ ^" '^^ neighbouring hills, they had placed an in- 
tff Singa- credible number of archers : their army was very numerous j 
rus. compbfed of almoft all the nations of the Eaft, Sapor their 

king being determined to put the whole to the iffue of a 
general engagement, and end, if pof&ble, by a (ingle vic- 
tory, fo tedious and expenfive a war. He did not doubt 
that the Romans would attack him in his camp ; and there- 
fore-had fortified it with extraordinary care, placing bodies 
of archers on all the eminences which commanded the 
avenues leading to it. Accordingly the Romans, finding 
they could by no nieans entice the enemy into the open 
field, obliged Conftantius to lead them up to the ramparts 
of the camp, which they attacked with a fury hardly to be 
The Ro' exprefled, and forced, in fpite of the (bowers of arrows 
ThePerJoM ^^^^ were difcharged upon them from the eminences, and 
iomp, the vigorous refiftance they met with from thofe in the 
camp. Great numbers of the Perfians were cut in pieceSj^ 
and the reft put to flight, or taken prifoners : amongft the 
latter was the king*s fon, whom the Romans are faid to 
have put to death, after having caufed him to be publicly 
beaten with rods*. Thus the Romans made thcmfelves 
matters of the enenniy's camp, baggage, and treafures : but 
while they were, without the leaft apprehenfion of danger, 
quenching their drought with the frefli water, of which 
they found great plenty in the camp, the Perfian archers, 
rallying, fell upon them unexpeftedly, and fnatched the vic- 
tory, to ufe the exprelfion of Libanius *, out of their hands. 
huifu/fam In this attack, which happened in the night-time, great 
a great ' havock was made of the Romans ; but neverthelcfs the Per- 
■'^^ Cans, as foon as day began to appear, withdrew beyond 

the Tigris, and broke down the bridges which they had 
laid over that river, that the Romans might not purfue 
them **. The lofs was great on both fides ; but the Ro- 
mans, by remaining matters of the field, claimed the vic- 
tory ^. 

7 Pbiloftorg. lib. iii. cap. n. p. 45. Socrat.lib. li.cap. z$. p. 107. 
z Eutrop. p. 588. Julian* p. 4.3. ^ Lib. p. 133. b Ibid. 

Julian. Orat. i. p. 45. ^ Amnuan> p, xaa. 

In 
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In the following year, when Ulpius Limenius and Aco- A dreadful 
nius Catulinus were confuls, the city of Berytus was in earthquake 
great part overturned by an earthquake ; which fo fright- *' Berytus. 
ened the inhabitants, that fuch of them as had not yet em- 
braced the ChriiUan religion, crowded to the churches to 
be baptized : but the lives of fuch converts, not inftruded 
in the holy myfteries, and the duties of their profeHion^ did 
no great honour to the religion they pretended to embrace **. 
Condans, in the beginning of this year, was in Gaul ° : 
there Athanafius took leave of him, upon his fetting out for . 
his fee in Egypt. From Gaul he paffed into Illyricum, and 
was on the twenty-feventh of May at Sirmium ^ ; whence 
he returned to Gaul before winter. Con flan tins was on 
the firft of April at Antioch, and fome time after at Edefla 
in Mefopotamia ; whence he wrote to Athanafius, preffing 
him to haften his return to the Eaft. He was at Conftan- 
tinople on the third of Oftober. The law enaded this 
year on the eleventh of April, exempting the ecclefiaftics 
from all civil functions and employments, is commonly af- 
cribed to him. 

The following year 350, when Sergius and Nigrinianus 
were confuls^ is rernarkable for many great events. The 
PerfianSt notwithftanding the lofs they had fuilained in 
348, returned with a powerful army, an incredible num- / 

ber of elephants, and warlike engines of all kinds ; after 
ravaging Mefopotamia, and taking feveral fortreifes there, 
they fat down before Nifibis the third time, and left no- Nijibis he* 
thing unattempted to reduce that important place. Con-Z-^^^f 
ftantius was then at a great diftance, the difturbances which ^^''*^''^'* 
happened this year in the Weft requiring his prefencc 
there. But the city was defended by Lucilianus, father-in- 
law to Jovian, afterwards emperor, an officer of great cou- 
rage and experience, and by the holy bifhop James, in 
whofe prayers the garrifon and inhabitants confided more 
than in their own valour and arms «. The Perfians bat- 
tered the walls for feveral days together, with many en- 
gines which they had brought with them for that purpofe, 
and at the fame time endeavoured to undermine them j but 
all their efforts proving ineffeftual. Sapor caufed the river 
Mygdonus, flowing through the city, to be turned into a 
new channel, hoping by that expedient to diftrefs the in- 
habitants for want of water ; but finding them fufficiently 
fupplied with wells and fprings within the walls, he caufed 

* Thcoph. p. 5a. Ccdrcn. p. »99. « Athan. Apol. li. p. 774. 
i Cod. Tbeod. Cbronol. p. 4S. g Philoltorg. lib. iii. cap. 13. 
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the coarfe of the river to be ftopped, and thus laid the 
whole country round the town under water ; infomuch that 
it feemed an iiland in the midft of the fea. His deiign was 
to overflow the town \ but as it flood on a rifing-ground, 
the waters did not reach the top of the walls ; he there* 
fore ordered them to be battered with all kinds of warlike 
engines from (hips and boats, of which he afTembled an 
incredible number for that purpofe. Tliis attack lafted fe-^ 
veral days ; but proving in the end ineffeflual, Sapor cauf- 
cd the river to be ftopped above the city by a wall or mole 
of an extraordinary breadth and height ; which being fad* 
denly broken down, the waters rufhcd with fuch violence 
againft the wall of the city, that it was overturned, and 
laid level with the giound, for the fpace of a hundred cu- 
bits. 

The enemy, believing themfelves now matters of th€ 
place, advanced with loud fhouts to the attack ; but, to 
their great furprize, met with fo vigorous a refiftance, the 
garrifon and inhabitants being encouraged and animated by 
their holy bifhop, that the Perfians were obliged to retire, 
^fter having loft a great many men, horfes, and elephants, as 
the reader will find related at large by the emperor Julian *. 
Heaven itfelf feemed to efpoufe the caufe of the inhabitants 
of Nifibis ; for the Perfians, during the attack, were fo 
terrified with dreadful flalhes of lightning, winds, and rain, 
that they were not in a condition either of defending thein-p 
lelves, or offending their enemy '. They are faid to have 
loft in this one attack above ten thoufand men. Sapor did 
all that lay in his power to prevent the inhabitants from 
repairing the breach, annoying them with inccffant-ftiowcrs 
of arrows, but to no effeft j for the very next morning he 
Taw, to his great furprize, a new wall raifed, ^nd the gar- 
rifon ready to receive him. He continued the fiege ; but 
nvas, as often as he attacked the place, repulfcd with g^^^it 
lofs. Befides, his army was annoyed with fwarms of imall 
Hies ; which, entering the noftrils of the horfes, and the 
trunks of the elephants, rendered them quite ungovern- 
able ; infomuch that great numbers of the Perfians were 
trodden under foot, and cruflied to pieces. To thefe evik 
*Was added a dreadful famine, and foon after a plague, 
which made a terrible havock in the Perfian camp, and in 
the end obliged Sapor to raife the fiege, after it had lafted 
near four months, and retire with the lofs of twenty thou- 
fand men ^. The many evils and calamities which aflU£led 
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the Perfian^ during this memorable fiege, are afcribed by 
Theodoret and Sozomen to the prayers of James^ bifliop of 
the place. It is certain, however, that Sapor was forced to 
abandon the enterprize, after having, in the tranfports of 
his rage, put fome of his chief commanders to death> and 
all thofe who had advifed him to this war. 

Wc (hall now give a fuccin£b account of the diflurbances 
in the Weft, which encouraged the Perfians to invade the 
Roman dominions, and lay fiege to Nifibis. Magnentius, 
the fon of one Magnus, a native of Germany, and com- Ma^mn' 
mander of fome troops appointed to guard the banks of the /'«' r#. 
Rhine, finding Conftans univerfally defpifed by the army, '^^^^^^ 
on account of his indolence and inadivity, refotved to dif- 
patch him, and raife himfelf to the purple. He imparted his 
defign to Marcellinus, receiver of the revenues in Gaul, to 
Chreftus, and fome other officers, and gained them over to 
his intereft. On the day appointed for the execution of the 
plot, Marcellinus, under pretence of celebrating his fon^s 
birth-day, invited Magnentius, and the chief officers of the 
army, to an entertainment, which lafted till the night was 
far advanced, when Magnentius withdrew, and foon after 
returned in the imperial robes, with all the enfigns of fo- 
vereignty. Such of the company as were privy to the de- 
fign, immediately faluted him with the title of Auguftus. 
The reft, who looked upon it at firft as a jeft, were eafily 
prcvailed%pon, as they were heated with wine, to follow 
the example of the confpirators ; fo that Magnentius was^ 
by all who were prefent, acknowleged emperor. This in- 
cident happened in the city of Autun, on the eighteenth 
of January, while Sergius and Nigrinianus were confuls, 
four years after the council of Sardica^ and ten after the 
death of young Conftantine ^ The ufurper immediately 
feized on the imperial palace at Autun, and diftributed 
among the populace what fums he found there ; which in- 
duced not only the city, but the neighbouring country, to 
efeoufe.his caufe. Their example was followed by a body 
of cavalry detached from the army in Illyricum, to rein- 
force that in Gaul. Magnentius, upon his firft afiuming 
the title of emperor, difpatched one Gaifo, a commander 
in the army, with orders to put Conftans to death. TTie 
unhappy prince, being informed of what had pafTed, threW 
oflFthe imperial robes, and fled towards Spain. But Gaifo, 
informed of the route he had taken, followed him clofe 
with a chofen body of troops, and overtaking him at He- 

I Zof, p. %i%. Zonar p. is. }ul. Orat. ii. p. 106, 1Q7. Hieron. 
Chron. 
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Confam lena, a ftnall Tillage at the foot of the PyreneeSi difjfatcbed 
murdered, him there with many wounds* 

Yr of FL Such was the end of Conftans, the great Conftantine's 
«8oo. ' youngeft fon, in the thirtieth year of his age, and thirteenth 
A. D. 350. of his reign. He was a zealous defender of the Chiiftian 
U.C. 1148. religion, and the orthodox faith» a declared enemy to the 
„. Arians, Donatifts, and all fe£laries. He filled the churches 

flf^'grT ^^^^ ^^^ ^"^ offerings, having nothing fo much at heart 
as the propagation of the gofpel, the aboliihing of idolatiy, 
and the unity of the church ". So fays Athanafius* who 
never fpeaks of him but with the greateft refpe£k and ve- 
neration, giving him conftantly the title of Blefled. The 
fame writer affures us, that he had received the facra« 
xnent of baptifm, and feems to rank him among the mar«> 
tyrs. On the other hand, the Pagan writers treat his cha- 
ra6ler with great feverity. Aurelius ViSor writes, that 
after he had reigned fome years with great applaufe, he 
abandoned himfelf to cruelty and avarice ". Libanius charges 
him with fufFering one £ugenius, and his other favouriteSy 
to opprefs the people ^, Vi£lor the younger complains of 
his preferring to the mod profitable employments fuch as 
were able to lay down mo(l money for them, without any 
rcsgard to merit p. Eutropius likewife blames his minifters, 
and adds, that the majiy vices which began to appear in the 
prince, joined to the rapacioufnefs of his minifters, ren- 
dered him odious to the foldiery, and infupporlable to the 
people ^. Zofimus, an avowed enemy to all princes who 
profefled the Chriftian religion^ fpeaks of him as the moft 
cruel and inhuman tyrant that ever wore and difgraced a 
diadem. He paints him as one addided to all manner of 
lewdnefs, and guilty of fuch crimes as are moft repugnant 
to nature '. Aurelius Victor, and Zonaras % feem to con- 
firm this charge. 

Magnentius, by the death of Conftane, became mafter 
of all the countries beyond the Alps, and foon after of 
Italy, Sicily, and Africa. To ftrengthen his intereft, he 
declared his brother Defiderius, and Decentius, according 
to fome, his other brother, according to others, only hia 
coufin, Csefars. The latter took alfo the names of Mag- 
nentius and Miignus, and is diftipguifhed on his medals 
with the uncommon title of Fortiffimus, or Moft Valiant % 
The news of the death of Conftans, and the revolt of 

■» Athan. Apol. i. p. 678, 679. >» Aur. Vi&. p. 5*7, • Lib. 
Orat. iii. p. %i%, P W\Q, Epit. p. 544. ^ Eutrop. 
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Gatil» no (boner reached Illyricum, tban Veteranio, general 
of the foot in Fannonia, aflumed the imperial robes, and yetiranw 
caufed himfelf to be falutcd with the title of Auguftus by ^^«'^ '^ 
the legions under his command, at Sirmium, on the firft of ^ll^w. 
May, according to Idatius, or on the firft of March, as we 
read in the chronicle of Alexandria. He was a native of 
Upper Mcefia, and advanced in years when he ufurped the 
fovereignty ; but fo illiterate, that he then firft learned to 
read (D). Befides Magnentius and Veteranio, a third pre- 
tender to the empire ftarted up, in the perfon.of Flavius Nepotiamu 
Popilius Nepotianus, the fon of Eutropia, fifter to Con- afums th§ 
ftantine the Great, who having afiembled a company of '''^ ^'^'m 
gladiators, and others of defperate fortunes, affumed the ^^* 

Surple on the third of June, and in that attire prefented Rom. 
imfelf before the gates of Rome. The prefe£b Anicetus, 
who commanded there for Magnentius, fallied out againft 
him with a body of Romans, who were foon repulfed, and 
driven back into the city; which ^Nepotianus took not long 
after, and filled with blood and daughter, putting to death 
among the reft the prefed Anicetus. Magnentius was no 
(ooner informed of what had happened, than he fentMar- 
cellinu8,.bis chief favourite, and prime minifter, againft 
chis new competitor. Nepotianus received him with great 
refolution ; and a bloody battle enfued between the foldiers 
of Magnentius and the Romans who had efpoufed the caufe 
of Nepotianus i but the latter being betrayed by a fenator, 

(D) Aurelius fpeaks of him nibalianua, who claimed that 
as a man of |>art8 ; the em- right, as havmg been declared 
peror Julian writes, that he was empreft by her brother Con- 
no defpicable man ;^ and £u- ftantine. The emjperor Julian 
tropius commends hmi on ac- does not (peak or him as an 
count of his probity and afTabi- ufurper ; and 2^naras tells us» 
lity ; and adds, that as he had that in afTuming the imperial 
fcrved in the army from his in- dignity, he wrote to ConlUn- 
£uicy, and had been always at* tius, aiTurin^ him that he had 
tended with fuccefs, he was nothing in view but to oppofe 
univerfiilly beloved by the fol- the ufurper Magnentius ; and 
diery. It appears, both from that he ftiouldalways look up- 
the chronicle of Alexandria, on himfelf rather as his lieute- 
and from his medals, that he nant, than an emperor or (bve- 
was a ChrifHan. Philoflorgius reign. Philoftorei us adds, that 
>nd Theophanes writes, that he Conllantius confirmed to him 
was inveded with the purple by the title of emperor, and fent 
Conflantia, the elded fiuer of him the diadem (i)« 
Cofllilantius, and widow of An- 

(I) Philoftorg, p. 55' 

named 
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named Heraclitos, his men were put to flighti and him- 
HiU/UuM* felf killed, after haying enjoyed the fovereignty twenty* 
eight days \ Marcellinus ordered his head to be carried 
on the point of a lance Uirough the chief ftreets of the 
city, put all thofe to death who had declared for him, and^ 
under pretence of preventing future difiurbances, com- 
manded a general maffacre of fuch as were any ways re- 
lated to Conftantine. On this occafion many perfons of 
great diftin£iion were inhumanly murdered, and among the 
reft Eutropia, the mother of Nepotianus ^. 

Soon after this donteft Magnentius himfelf repaired to 
Rome» to raife the neceflary fupplies for carrying on the 
war againft Conftantius, who was making great prepara- 
Komi ty tions to attack him, and revenge the murder of his brother. 
rannicaty The tyrant, during his ftay at Rome, put many perfons of 
•PP^'I'^h cUftinftion to death, in order to feize their eftates ; and op- 
i^^' preffed the reft in a moft tyrannical manner, obliging them, 
under pain of death, to contribute half of what they were 
worth towards the expences of the approaching war. Hav- 
ing, by thefe means raifed gtea^ fums, he aiTembled a na- 
merous army, confifting oJF Romans, Germans, Gauls, 
Franks, Britons* and Spaniards; but at the fame time- 
dreading the uncertain iflue of war, he difpatched ambaC- 
£ador8 to C^nftantius, with ofiers of an accommodation '» 
That prince was then at Antioch, where, upon the firf): 
advice of his brother's death, he had caufed himfelf to be 
acknowleged emperor of the Weft. To fupport that title 
he had aflembled all the troops difperfed in the feveral pro- 
vinces of the Eaft, and a more powerful fleet, if the em- 
peror Julian is to be credited, than that with which Xerxes 
Conflaniius formerly invaded Greece. Conftantius fet out from A n- 
marches tioch aoout the beginning of the autumn, and paffing 
af^ainft through Conftantinople, arrived at Heraclea, where he was 
^««* met by deputies from Magnentius and Veteranio, who had 

agreed to fupport each other, in cafe Conftantius would not 
hearken to an accommodation. The terms propofed hj 
their deputies were, that they (hould affift him with aU 
their forces againft the Perfians and other Barbarians, and 
acknowiege him as the firft emperor, provided he fuffered 
them to enjoy the fame title. The deputies of Magnentius 
jpropofed in his name a match between him and Conftantia^ 
or rather Conftantina, the After of Conftantius, and widow 

« ZoC lib. ii. p. 693. Eutrop. p. 58S. Aur. Vi6t. p. $27. Aminian« 
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of Anitibalianiis^ ofiering at the fame time to Conflaodus 
the £Aer of Magaentius ^. 

But Conftamius, refolved to faeaarken to no terms, onler« C^Mtks 
ed 1^ deputies, lK>th of Magnentins and Vcteiaaioi to be ^9^^/ thg 
committed to ciiftody, and purfaing his inarch with incre* ^^^^^^^ 
diblc expedition) airivcd at Sardica, before Veteiauioloiew ^/J?^ 
of his departure from Heraclea. Howeyer, he affembled pofidty 
in hafte a body of troops, refolved to pttt dae whole to die Magw0i* 
iffueof a battle; which Gonftantius wifely declined, o&r- ''"'' 
ing to conclude a feparate treaty witli Veteranio, that fas 
might not have two enemies to contend with at once. Ve« 
teranio Irftened to the propo&l, and beh^ acknowleged 
emperor by Conftantius, joined him witji all his forces* 
The two princes, after the conjanfHon of their fbncest . 
oiounted the tribunal together to harangue their troops. 
Conftantius, who fpoke firft<» cerainded the ibddiers, in a 
very elegant and artful ^eech, of their obligations to his 
father ; of the bounties they had received from lum, and 
of the oaths of allegiance which they had tsdcen to his &ns : 
he concluded with exhorting them not to fuffer the inhn* 
man murder of his brother, the fon of fo great a prince, to 
pais ttnrevenged ; and declaring, that he only demanded 
what was in joftke due to him, it being agreeable to all 
the laws of equity, that to a brother ihould isoceed a bro* 
tber, and not a ftianger, much lefs an open enemy to the 
whole imperial family »i Though tbisijpeech was levelled VeUranto 
fiigatnft Magnentius alone, yet the 'foldiers, applying it to ^^H^^ 
Veteranio, cried out aloi^, thattbey acknowleged no otflier ' 'fi^^- 
emperor but Coiiftantius, pulled Veteranio down from the 
CrxiMinal, and obliged him to quit the purple and <Kadem, 
He thereupon threw himfelf at Conftsntius's feet, and dm* 
piored his mercy. The empemr received him with great 
kindnefs, embraced htm, ilyled him faither, entertained 
him at his table, and afterwards fent him to Pnifia in fii* 
thynia, where be allowed him a maintenance foitable to 
his quality. This incident happened, according to fome, 
at Sirmium, according; to others, at Naiffiis, on the 25th 
of December, 350. Veteranio fpent the refidne of bis life 
in works of piety, in afllfting daily at the holy myfiei'ies^ 
and in relieving the diftreifed, without ever intermeddling 
in a&irs of flate ; he is even faid to have written frequently 
to Conftanti us, returning him thanks for having delivered 
him from the anxiety and cares attending the fovereignty, 
and by thefc means procured him the happinefs he enjoyed ■. 

X Zonar. p. 14. Themift. Orat. lii. iv. p. 42, 56. JuL Orat* ii. p* 
55. 2 Zof. p. 694. Athan. Solit. p. 844. « Zonar, p. x4. 
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ConfttntioS) now mafter of all Illyricum, which was held 
by VeteraniO) and of the army he commanded, confiding 
of an incredible nnmber of foot, and twenty tbouiand 
horfe, refolved to march againft Maghentius, as foon as 
the feafon would allow him to take the field, and attack the 
tyrant in his own dominions. In the mean time, upon ad- 
vice that the Perfians were preparing to invade the eaftem 
CmUMt provinces, he married his fifter Conftantina, the widow of 
marriis Annibalianus* to Gallus his coufin-german, the fon of his 
Co9^MU»a iinclc Julius Conftantius ; created him Cxfar on the 15th 
crti^id ^^ March ; allotted him for his fliare not only all the Eaft, 
Orfar, but Thrace and Conftantinople ; and fent him to Antioch 
to oppofe the Perfians, in cafe of an invafion ^. Philoftor- 
gius writes, that before the two princes parted, they took 
a folemn oath, in the prefence of Theophilus, and the 
other biihops then at court, to maintain an inviolable fide* 
lity to each others The Perfiams contented themfelves 
with making fome inroads into the Roman dominions, but 
were conftantly repulfed by Gallus. Thefe inroads and 
incurfions conftitute the war mentioned by Philoftorgius 
and Theophanes ', and faid to have been finiflied with great 
glory by Gallus Caefar. About the fame time that Gallus 
was created Caefar by Conftantius, Magnentius, who was 
then at Milan, gave the fame title, according to Zonaras, 
to his brother Decentius, whom be difpatched into Gaul, 
to defend that country againft the Barbarians who had in« 
vaded it; for Ccmftantius had not only inftigated the Franks 
and Saxons to break into that province^ by promifing to re* 
linqnifii to them all the places they (hould reduce, but had 
lent them large fupplies of money and arms ipr that purpofe*. 
ni Franks The Barbarians, upon this encouragement, invaded Gaul 
And Saxons with a numerous army, overthrew Decentius in a pitched 
invadi battle, committed every-where dreadful ravages, and re- 
^ duced the country to the deplorable condition in which Ju- 

lian found it, as he himfelf relates in the year 356 ^ la 
the mean time Magnentius, having afiembled a formidable 
army, confiding chiefly of Gauls, Franks, and Saxons, 
left Italy, andcrofling the Alps, advanced into the plains 
of Pannonia, where Conftantius, whofe maih ftrength 
confifted in cavalry, was waiting for him« Magnentius, 
hearing that his competitor was encamped at a fmall dif- 
tance, difpatched a meflenger to him, inviting him into the 
extenfive plains of Scifcia on the Save, to decide which of 

•» Aur. Vi6t. p. 4»7. Ammian. lib. xiv. p. i, 3, c Philoftor* 
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them had the beft title to the empire. Conftantittsaeeept* 
ed the challenge with great joy, and ordered his troops to 
file off towards Scifcia ; but as they marched in diforder 
they fell into an ambufcade, and were put to flight with 
great flaughter ^. Magnentius, elated with this fuccefS) Magnm- 
quickened his march towards Scifcia, without attending to ''«' rejeas 
the terms propofed by Philip, in Conftantius's name, who fl"^ 
dreading the evil confequences of a civil war, offered to ^ 

Jield the pnefe6iure of Gaul, that is, Gaul, Spain, and 
Britain, and to acknowlege him emperor, upon condition 
that he relinquiihed Italy. Philip being difmiffed, Mag- 
nentius attempted to pafs the Save in the neighbourhood of 
Scifcia; but the garrifon fallying out, and Conftantius,, 
who was at a fmall diltance, haftening with a ftrong de* 
tachment to fupport them, the ufurper's men were put to 
flight, and great numbers of them cue in pieces. Notwith- 
ftanding this defeat, he fent, a few days after, Titianus^ 
a Roman fenator, with the charadier of ambaffador, to 
Conftantius, advifing him, if he tendered his life, to re- 
linquifh the empire, and pafs the refidue of his days in^ 
retirement. To this haughty meffage, and the bitter invec- 
tives uttered by Titianus, againft the great Conftantine and 
his children, which Zoiimus himfelf ftyles outrageous in- 
fults, Conftantius anfwered with great temper, that he did 
not doubt but heaven would efpoufe his caufe> and revenge' 
the blood of his brother on the author of his death ^. 

While the two armies lay at a fmall diftance from each 
other, Sylvanus, of whom hereafter, abandoning Magnen- 
tius, fled over to Conftantius, with a confiderable body of 
cavalry under his command. Magnentius, no way intimi- ^^/da 
dated at his defeftion, attacked Scifcia, and having taken !^*'^^. 
it by affault, and levelled it with the ground, he laid wafte ti^^n'4 
the whole country lying on the Save, and thbn fat down It^ilUd 
before Sirmium, the metropolis of Illyricum 5 but not being wi'A thi 
able to reduce it, he removed from thence, and laid clofe IT»««^ 
fiege to Murfa ; a ftep which obliged Conftantius to quit 
his camp at Cibale, where his father had formerly defeated 
Licinius, and haften to the relief of the place. Magnen- 
tius, informed of his approach, placed four thoufand Gauls 
in a neighbouring wood, with orders to fall upon the ene- 
my's rear, when they found both armies engaged. But 
Conftantius receiving timely notice of the ambufcade, feiz- 
ed all the avenues leading to the wood, by which means 
the party was cut off ^. After having taken this precaution^ 

% Zof. p. 695. ^ Jul. Orat. i.ii. p. 88. i8i. ^ Ammtan 
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Cofift«ntius approached Murfa, and drew up hk armjr in 
the adjoining plain, along the Drave or Draw, on which 
Murfa flood, the ri?er being on his right, and Mag- 
nentius's left. Both armies, thus ranged in bsuccle-array, 
continued in the prefence of each other till the clofe of the 
day ; during which time Magnentius, though he profefied 
the Chriftian religion, >s faid to have facrificed, by the ad- 
vice of a magician, a virgin, and to have obliged his men 
to drink of her blood mixed with wine. 
Yr. of Fl. At length the fignal was given, and the two armies ad- 
»8oi. vanced againffc each other with great fury, Magnentius's 
VC 0^6* ^^"^^^> according to the account of the emperor Julian \ 
^ ' *'°3 ' ^gg^ ^^ ji^g gj.|j onfct, put in diforder by Conftantius's left 
ne hattii wing and cavalry ; a difafter which Magnentius, who had 
ffMnr/a. drawn them up unfkilfuUy, as being altogether ignorant of 
the art of war, no fooner obferved, than he abandoned 
them, and fliamefuHy fled- His men, efpecially the Gauls 
and Barbarians, aihamed to follow the example of their 
leader, though broken, and in the utmoft confufion, often 
rallied in platoons, and, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of 
the viflorious army, maintained their ground till the night 
was far advanced, having no refource but in vidory, and 
being animated by their commanders, who were men 
of great valour and experience. Some, favoured by the 
darknefs of the night, 'made their efcape; but the far 
greater part were either cut in pieces or pu(bed into the 
river, and drowned K Such waft the iflue of the memor- 
able battle of Murfa, fought, according to the emperor Jo- 
lian, about the end of the autumn; but, according to Ida- 
tius, on the l8th of September. Zonaras writes, that 
Magnentius loft on this occafion twenty^-four thoufand men, 
and that the lofs of Conftantius amounted to thirty thou-» 
7hehattii fand ; but this account muft be exaggerated. However 
^^^^^L that be, the empire was greatly weakened by this blow, 
tti^tre. ^^^ ^^ battle of Murfa is generally reckoned by the an- 
cients one of the moft dreadful calamities that ever hap* 
peneu to Rome". Moft of the ofEcers on both fides were 
killed, and among the reft Menelaus, who commanded the 
' Armenian archers under Conftantius, and had greatly fig- 
nalized bimfelf during the engagement. He was flain by 
Romulus the enemy's general, who being mortally wounded 
hy him, would not retire till he had killed the perfon who 
had given hirio the wound. Marcellinus, the chief author 
of this war, and all the evils attending it, difplayed QnQom-» 
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mon courage in the battle ; but was never afterwards heard 
of, nor could his body be found ; whence he wa^ believed 
to have been drowned in the river. As foon as it was day An inflana 
the emperor, beholding from an adjoining eminence the of Conftan- 
plain covered, and the river choaked up, with dead bodies, ^'«^''^wi-^ 
could not refrain from tears at fo melancholy a fight, more 
grieved at the flaughter of fo many men than rejoiced at 
the vi£lory» he ordered all the flain to be buried without 
diftindiion, and fuch as were wounded to be attended with 
care. At the fame time he caufed a general pardon to be 
proclaimed for all thofe who had borne arms againft him ; 
thofe only excepted who had been concerned in the death 
ef his brother Conilans ". Magnentius, abandoning Pan- Magnen^ 
nonia, fled with the remains of his (battered army into tius retires 
Italy, there to recruit his broken forces, and try the for- ^^ ^'^^' 
tune of another battle *"• Conftantius did not purfue him, 
becaufe the winter approached, fays Julian ; and likewife, 
becaufe his army was greatly fatigued, weakened, and 
confequendy not in a condition to undertake any new ex.- 
pedition* 

Next year Decentius Caefar and Paulus were acknowleg- 
ed confuls at Rome, and Conftantius the fifth time, with 
Gallus Csefar, at Conftantinople. Conftantius pafled the 
winter at Sirmium, as appears from the dates of feveral of 
his conftitutions. By one dated the twenty-fixth of Febru- 
ary of this year 352, and addrefied to the prefe£): Rufinus, 
he granted to eunuchs the liberty of making teftaments ^ \ 
whence it is evident, that till his time, they had been ex- 
cluded from that privilege. Conftantius was a great fa- 
, vourer of eunuchs, and entirely governed by them and his 
other domeftics ^. Magnentius having, after the battle of 
Murfa, fortified the panes of the Alps, and left a fufficient 
number of troops to defend them, remained the whole 
winter at Aquileia, pajQing his time, if Julian is to be cre- 
dited, in feafting and debaucheriest as if no danger threat- 
ened him. But Conftantius, as foon as the feafon was Conftantius 
proper for aftion, aflembled his troops, and having, with- paffistki ^ 
out the lofs of one man, furprifed and taken a caftle on the ^/J^ 
Alps, in which Magnentius had left a ftrong garrifon, ad- ^'* 
Yanced in order to force the reft. His fudden approach 
ftruck the tyrant with fuch terror, that he immediately 
abandoned Aquileia, and ordered the troops that guarded 
the other pafles on the Alps to follow him. In confequence 
of this prepofterous condud, Conftantius entered Italy 
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withont oppofition, made himfelf mafter of Aquileia and 
the neighbouring country. From thence he advanced to 
Pavia, where Magnentius gained a conCderable advantage 
over him; which, however, did not prevent him fromre*^ 
ducing the whole country bordering^ on the Fo, while the 
foldiers of Magnentius abandoned him in whole troops, and 
delivered up to the enemy the places they garrifoned. This 
defe£kion fo diflieartened the tyrant, that in the end he lef c 
Italy, and retired with all his forces into Gaul ^ 

Conftantius was mafter of Rome and Italy before the 
third of November, for we find a law bearing date, ad* 
drefled to the Roman people^ wherein the emperor declares 
void fome of the ads of Magnentius *. Not fatisfied with 
driving him from Italy, he fcnt a powerful fleet to fcize on 
Africa and Carthage -, which immediately fubmitted, as did 
foon after Sicily and Spain. At the fame time feveral cities 
in Gaul revolted from the tyrant, and among the reft 
Treves, the inhabitants of which important place, (butting 
their gates againft Decentius Csefar, the tyrant's brother, 
declared for Conftantius, and chofe one Pemenes to govern 
them in his name. Magnentius, apprehending his afiairsr 
to be now in a defperate condition, difpatched to Conftan*- 
tiusafenator, and after him fome bifliops, to treat of a peace, 
offering to refign the fovereignty, upon condition that the 
emperor would grant him his life, and fome honourable em*- 
ployment : but the emperor treated the fenatOr as a fpy, and 
difmifled the biihops without deigning to return them an 
anfwer ^ Magnentius, perceiving there was no room left 
for pardon, recruited bis army, and difpatched an aflaffin 
into the £aft to murder Gallus Csefar, hoping that his death 
would oblige the emperor to withdraw his forces from 
Gaul, and march in perfon to the defence of the eaftein 
provinces, threatened by the Perfians. The afTailin had 
already gained fome of Callus's guards ; but the plot being 
drfcovered before it could be put in execution, they were 
all feized and ei^ecuted as traitors. 

Towards the clofe of this, or the beginning of the fol- 
lowing year 353, Conftantius married Eufebia, a native of 
ThefTalonica, the daughter of a confular, and of a lady who 
is greatly commended for her chaftity, and the extraordi- 
nary care ilie took in educating her children after the death 
of her hufband ". She had two brothers, Eufebius and Hy- 
patiu8> whom we (hall fee confuls in 359. The emperor 
fent for her out of Macedon, married her with great fcr- 
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kmnity, loved her to the laft mote than he had loved any of 
his other wives (for he had feveral), and to perpetuate the 
memory of her name, made a newdiocefe, comprehend i rig 
Bithynia, and fome other provinces, to which he gave the 
name of Pietas, ^r Pietyj the import of the Greek word 
Eufehia ^ (D). Conftantids was this year, as appears from 
the dates of his laws, on the twenty^fixth of February, and 
fifth of March, at Sirmium ; on the eighth of April at Sa- 
baria in Pannonia ; on the twenty-feventh of the fame 
month, the thirteenth of May, and the twenty-fourth of 
June, at Sirmium ; on the third of November, at Milan \ 
and, on the firft of December, again at Sirmium *. 

In the fucceeding year, when Conftantius was conful 
the fixth time, and Galius Cxfar the fecond, the war againft 
Magnentius was carried on with more vigour than ever; 

▼ Ammian. lib. xxi. p. 185. Gang. Byzant. Fam. p. 48. Julian, 
p. io6. Vi6t. Epit. 3c Cod. juft. lib. vi. tit. 22. leg. 5. p. 544.. 
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(D) She is greatly commend- 
ed by Ammianus (1), Zoiimus 
(2), and above all by Julian, 
.who wrote her panegyric about 
the y^ar 357 (3), for her beau- 
ty, virtue, obliging behaviour, 
ikill in polite learning, and pru- 
dence. Baronius fpeaks of her 
as a profefled enemy to the ca- 
tholic church, and a zealous fa- 
vourer of the Arians. Suidas 
tells us, that Leontius biftiop 
of Tripoli in Lydia, rcfufing 
to wait upon the emprefs, be- 
caufe (he had received other bi- 
Ihops with great haughtinefs, 
ibe fent for him ; but he, ih- 
flead of complying immediately 
with her meflage, acquainted 
her, that he thought himfelf 
obliged to avoid appearing be- 
fore her, unlefs (he promifed to 
receive him with that refpedt 
which was due to his charai^er; 
that is, to defcend from her 
throne, as foon as he appeared; 
to meet him near the door ; to 
receive his bleffing in a humble 



pofture ; and ftand till he had 
taken his place, and given her 
leave to fit down. Suidas and 
Philoftorgius (4) beftow great 
encomiums on Leontius, and 
paint him as a man of extraor- 
dinary merit; but to us he 
feems to have been, at leail^ 
deftjtute of prudence and dif-. 
cretion. The prelates of the 
church ought not to flatter 
princes with a me^ complai- 
fance; but neither are they al- 
lowed, in admonifhing them of 
their faults, to be wanting to 
that refped which is due to 
their high flation. Eufehia 
proved barren ; whence, ei- 
ther out of jealoufy, or for 
fome reafbns of flate unknown 
to us, flie obliged her lifter-in- 
law Helena, whom Julian had, 
by her intereft, obtained in 
marriage of Conftaritius, to take 
a potion, which made her mif- 
carry as often as Ihe proved 
with child (5); 



(i) Ammian. lib. xxi. p. 185. . (a) Zof. lib. iii. p. 70*. 

(3) Julian. Orat. iii. p. i9o, (4) Pfailoftorg. lib. vii. cap; 6. p. 504.. 
^uid. ibid. (5} Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 7a. 
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and happily ended by a third battle ^f fought by the em- 
peror's generals in the Cottian Alps, that is, in the Higher 
Dauphine, near a caftle called Mons Seleucus, or Mens 
Scleuci, between Die and Gap) not far from the place 
where the prefent borough of Afpres (lands *. The forces 
of Magnentius being in this battle likewife routed and 
brokeni the tyrant took (belter in Lions ; but the few fol- 
diets who attended him, defpairing now of any farther 
fuccefs) refolved to purchafe the emperor's favour by de- 
livering up to him his rival, the author of the prefent ca- 
lamitous war; and accordingly furrounded the houfe where 
he lodged, to prevent his cfcapc. It was probably on this 
occafion^ that Magnentius addrefling himfelf to his men, 
they, inftead of liftening to him, cried out with one voice, 
** Long live Conftantius Auguftus." The tyrant, well ap- 
prifed of the intention of his men, and thereupon tranf- 
ported with rage and defpair, firft flew with his own hand 
his mother, his brother Defiderius, whom he had created 
Caefar, and fuch of his rebtions and friends as were with 
him ; and then, fixing his fword in a wall, threw himfelf 
upon it, to avoid, by that means, a more (hameful death, 
which he well deferved, and had juft rcafon to apprehend, 
if he fell alive into the hands of Conftantius *. Such was 
the deferved end of the tyrant and ufurper Magnentius, the 
firft, fay fome writers, who brought a fcandal upon Chrif- 
tianity, of which he made an outward profelfion, by the 
murder of his lawful fovereign- 

All authors agree, that Magnentius died this year 353, 
about the- middle of Auguft, after he had held the fupremc 
power three years, and near feven months, being, at the 
time of his death, about fifty years old. His head was, by 
the emperor's orders, cut off*, and carried through moft of 
the provinces of the empire •*. His brother Decentius C«- 
far, who was marching to his afTrflance, and had already 
reached Sens, hearing of his death, and finding himfelf 
furrounded on all fides by the enemy's forces, chofe rather 
to ftrangle himfelf, than to fall alive into the emperor's 
hands. His death happened on the eighteeifth of Auguft*^. 
On fome of his medals he Is ftyled Auguftus ; and both on 
his, and thofe of Magnentius, mention is made of a vic- 
tory gained by the two Augufti, and by Csefar. This vic- 
tory is perhaps the advantage they gained over Conftantius 
at Pavia, as we have related above ; after which Magnen- 

y Jul. Orat. ii. p. 137- * Burdigal. Itin, p. 39. Itin. An. 

ton. p. 92. Baud* p. 493. * Zonar. p. 16. Zof. lib. ii. p. 701. 

^ Via. Eptt. p. 544. Ammian. lib. xxii. p. 2^7. < Zof* p. 701. 

2onar. p. x6. 
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tius probably gave Decentius the title of empefor. Zonaras 
M^riies, that Defideriua was not killed by Magnentius, but 
dangeroufly wounded ; and that upon his recovery he 
yielded himfelf up to Conftantius **. That author does not Conflan^ \ 
tell us what reception he met with ; but Julian fays in ge- tiurs cle- 
neral terms, that Conftantius, after the viftory, fheathed *^f^9' ^•*'- 
his fword, and fpafed thofe who were fufpe£led of the [^Igi^g, 
greateft crimes, the tyrant*s favourites and confidants, and gyrifts\ 
fuch as, taking upon them to difcharge his embaffies, had 
abufed their prince in a mod outrageous manner. 

But other hiftorians do not fpeak fo favourably of Con- from whom 
ftantius; Zofim us tells us, that not able to bear his good hiftorians 
fortune, he grew proud, haughty, and imperious. Libanius ^^'^'^ 
aflerts, that thofe who had ferved under Magnentius, 
dreading the feverity of Conftantius, and not daring to (hew 
themfelvcsj turned public robbers, and infefted the high- 
ways, till they were again taken into the fervice by Julian*. 
Ammianus aflures us, that the emperor fpared none who 
had, or were fufpedied to have rendered the ufuroer any 
con fi derable fervice ; and that many officers, both civil and 
military, were under that pretence loaded with chains, and 
dragged to the tribunal of the emperor, who fentenced 
them to death, or feized their eftates, and confined them 
to defert iflands, upon the depofition of their known ene- 
mies, or perfons altogether unworthy of credit : and fre- 
quently upon bare fufpicions, when no one appeared againft 
them ^. Many innocent perfons, fays the fame writer, wer^ 
put to death, or baniflied : among the latter he names one 
Gerontius, who had been honoured by. Magnentius with 
the title of comes or count, and was therefore firft racked, 
by Conftantius*s order, in a moft inhuman manner, and 
then fent into exile. 

As the emperor gave ear to informations, informers mul- 
tiplied without number ; but the moft mifchievous of that 
infamous tribe was one Paulus, a Spaniard, who had the 
chara£ler of fecretary, and was nicknamed Catena ; that 
is. Chain ; being remarkable for making accufations arife 
from one another, and linking them together, as it were, 
in a chain. He was fent into Britain, to bring from thence ^^«A'' Co* 
the tribunes and other officers, who had fided with Mag- '^?> « »^'- 
nentius. He difcharged this commiffion with fuch cruelty ^^ feniTm 
and injuftice, that Martinus, a man of known integrity, Britain. 
and at that time vicar of the ifland, generoufly interpofing 
in behalf of the innocent, declared, that unlefs Paulus al- 

d Z4MI. p. 16. « Lib. Orat. ii, p. z%^ 286. ^ Ammian. 

tib. xiv. p. 9. 
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tcrcd his mcafures, he would withdraw from his govern- 
ment, not being able to fee the innocent thus tyrannically 
opprefTed, and confounded with the guilty. This declara- 
tion Paulus highly refented, and even threatened to treat 
him as a traitor^ and fend him loaded with chains to tbe 
emperor. Thus provoked, Martinus drawing his fword^ 
attempted to kill the informer ; but he dexteroufly avoiding 
the pufhy received only a flight wound ;' and the brave 
Martinus buried his fword in his own bread. Notwitb- 
ftanding the odium which the death of fo deferving a man 
HlscruiUj. ^^^ ypQj^ ^Yit reign of Conflantius, all thofe whom Paulus 
brought to him were dripped of their edates, and either 
profcribed, banifhed, or put to death. The emperor-was 
this year, on the fixth of September, at Lions, as appears 
from a law bearing that date, which declares all the public 
a£is of the ufurper void, and promifes indemnity and par- 
don to all concerned in his revolt, excepting thofe who 
were guilty of five crimes, which the laws puniflied with 
death «. By another law of this year, he granted many 
valuable privileges and exemptions to the clergy, to their 
wives, children, and domedics. From Lions the emperor 
removed to Aries, where he pafTed the winter, and folem- 
nized with great pomp and rejoicings the end of the thir- 
tieth year of his reign, reckoning from the time he had 
been created Caefar; that is, from the eighth of Novem- 
ber 323 *». 

Gaul was this year ravaged by the Barbarians beyond the 
Rhine, and the did^anded troops of Magnentius. At Rame 
the populace rofe on account of the fcarcity of provifions, 
and committed great diforders. In Afia the Ifaurian rob- 
nil/au' bers over-ran Lycaonia and Pamphylia, and even laid fiege 
riatiso*uer- ^^ Seleucia, a great and populous city, and the capital of 
p'rov^ctt. Ifi*^"^' Count Cadricius defended the place with three 
legions, fays Ammianus. Gallus Csefar no fooner received 
intelligence of the fiege of Seleucia, than he difpatched 
Nibridius, count of the £ad, to the relief of the place, who 
obliged the Ifaurians to abandon the enterprize, and take 
refuge in their inacceflible mountains. At the fame time 
the Saracens committed dreadful ravages in Mefopotamia i 
9nd the Perfians, under the command of Nohadarus, at- 
tempted to furprife the city of fiatne, in the province of 
Anthemufia, on the Euphrates, on occafion of a great fair 
which was annually held there for the vent of Indian and 
Chinefe commodities. But the Eadern provinces were not 

. s Cod. Tbeodof. lib. ix. tit. 38. leg. s. p. 270* ^^ Ammian*. 
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fo much harrafled by the Barbarians as by Gallus himfelf, Thetxtra- 
who commanded there with the title of Csefar, and go- vagant be* 
vcrned like a tyrant and madman. His unexpeded ad- ^i^^^ •/ 
vancement at the age of tWenty-four, or twenty-five, his * *'^* 
great quality (for he was nephew of Conftantine, the coufin 
and brother-in-law of Conftantius), fome flight advantages 
obtained over the Jews, Ferfians, and Ifaurians, and the 
flattering panegyrics of Libanius and others, pronounced 
before him, infpired htm with fuch pride and arrogance^ 
that he became altogether infupportable, and abandoned 
faimfelf to every z(X of violence and oppreflion. He is even 
faid to have entertained thoughts of revolting from Conftan- 
tius, and claiming the empire for himfelf ^ He was naturally 
inclined to cruelty ; and his wife Conftantina, inftead of 
foftening his favage temper, took pains to encourage him 
in his ferocity, and to exafperate him againft fuch as did 
not yield to her the moft flaviih fubmiflTion, being elated be- 
yond meafure with the refle£lion, that ihe was the daughter 
and (ifter of an emperor, the widow of a king, and the 
wife of Csefar. Ammianu^ ftyles her the Megaera, or fury 
of her fex \ and adds, that her cruelty was equal to her am* 
bition ^* 

Gallus, thus ftimulated by his natural cruelty, and the Hiserutlp 
reftlefs and turbulent fpirit of his wife, broke out into all andfufpv- 
a£ls of violence imaginable. Some were murdered upon ^'**'' '**•* 
bare fufpicions ; others deprived of their eftates, and ba- ^''^' 
nifhed. The prince entertained an incredible number of 
informers and fpies, who, infinuating themfelves into all 
companies, made exaggerated reports of what they heard ; 
and the perfoas thus accufed were hurried to execution, or 
privately difpatched. Gallus himfelf, in order to make dif- 
coveries, ufed to walk the ftreets in the night-time in dif- 
guife, and mix with the populace in public houfes. His 
fufpicious and cruel temper being once difcovered, fuch as 
had piivate enemies laid hold of the prince's foible to gra** 
tify their own hatred, nothing being more eafy than to dc- 
ftroy the moft innocent perfons, and procure the confifca^ 
tion of their eftates ; for under Gallus it was one and the 
fame thing to be accufed or fufpefted, and condemned. By 
thefe means all the cities and provinces were filled with 
blood and flaughter ; and no man, fays Aitimianus, how- 
ever free from guilt, was fure to live, or enjoy his eftate, a 
whole day. ThalafTus, at that time prefect of the JEaft, 
was greatly concerned at the condu£k of Gallus \ and had 

I Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 34. p. i»8. Liban. Vit. p. 34. * Am- 
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he been a man of prudence and difcretion, might have 
eafily correfted it, and prevented many diforders ; but be- 
ing himfelf of a haughty and imperious temper, inftead of 
admonifhing Gallus of his faults with the refpe£l that was 
due to his rank, he oppofed him with too much heat, and 
checked him with a great deal of rough nefs and ill-natufc* 
He even informed the emperor of all his a£lions, exag- 
gerating every thing to a greet degree, not privately, but 
m public, with a defign Gallus ihould know he had done 
it I a circumftance which, inftead of reclaiming^ prompt- 
ed him to ftill greater exceiTes, that he might not feem to 
yield to his inferior K 

The en4>eror, having pafled the winter at Aries, weat 
early in the fpring to Valence, with a dfefign to march 
againft Gondomadus and Vadomorus, two brothers, kinga 
of the Alemans, who had made frequent inroads into that 
part of Gaul which lay next to their territories. The ren- 
dezvous of the troops defigned for this expedition was at 
Chalons on the Soane, where they began to mutiny for 
want of provifions, the heavy rains that had fallen prevent- 
ing the arrival of the corn that was expefted from Aqui- 
taine. Conftantius was inclined to fend to the mutinous 
army Rufinus, prfefeft of Gaul, with a defign to expofe 
him to the fury of the incenfed foldiery, he being very 
powerful^ and by the mother's fide uncle to Gallus, on 
whofe ruin the emperor had already refolved. But Rufinus's 
friends at court prevailed upon the emperor to change his 
intention ^ and £ufebius> Conftantiu&^s chamberlain, gained 
Qter the moft mutinous and refrad^ory by diftributing mo- 
ney among them privately. The emperor (laid fome time 
at Valence j and there received certain advice of what Gallus 
had done; that is, as we conjecture, of the murder of 
Domitian. 

The mutiny being appeafed, and the cxpefted convoys 
arriving, the army marched chearfully towards Rauracum 
on the Rhine, a little above the prefent city of Bafle, where 
the emperor attempted to lay a bridge over that river ; but 
the Germans from the other fide of the Rhine difcharged 
fuch inceffant fliowers of darts and arrows, that the defign 
was laid afide as altogether impraflicablc. This mifcar- 
riage reduced the empei:or to great difficulties ; but while 
he was at a lofs what courfe to take, a perfon well acquaint-* 
ed with the country fliewed him a place ^here the river 
was fordaWe. They were however prevented from croffing 
it, by the unexpefted arrival of deputies from the enemy'^ 
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camp to fue for peace ; which the emperor, by the advice Grants a 
of his council, readily granted, that he might be at leifure pf^^* to 
to confult what meafures might he taken with rcfpeft to his ^ ^^" 
coufin Gallus Caefar, of whofe extravagant condu£b new *"^'*^* 
complaints were daily laid before him. With this view he 
left Gaul, as foon as the treaty was concltided, and repair* 
cd to Milan, where he pafled the winter "^. In the begin* 
ning of the prefent year, great difturbances were raifed at 
Antioch, on account of the fcarcity of provifions \ for 
Gallus commanding the magiftrates to lower the prices, and 
they reprefenting that this ftej^ inftead of mitigating, would 
increafe the evil, he caufed fome of them to be publicly 
executed, and others to be dragged to prifon. But Hono* 
ratus, who was ftill count of the Eaft, oppofed thia wild 
decree, and fet the prifoners at liberty ". 

Some time after this tranfa£lion, Gallus being to fet out ^hiophilusf 
for Hierapolis, the people of Antioch befought him to give govirnorof 
orders before his departure for conveying corn to their city Syrian «- 
from other countries ; he anfwered, that if they were not l^q"/!^ 
fupplied, it was the fault of Theophilu§, governor of Syria. tliJiir%* 
This anfwer the people remembered, and the price of pro- ofthefth' 
vifions increafing, four or five mean perfons threw them- pulact. 
felves upon Theophilus in the circus. The populace im- 
mediately aflembling, not only murdered him, but, tranf- 
ported with rage, dragged his body about the ftreets ; a 
treatment which he did not deferve, E^ving difcharged bis 
employment with great mildnefs and integrity. They at» 
tempted to treat Eubulus, one of the chief men in the city^ 
and his fon, in the fame manner ; but they found means 
to efcape the fury of the multitude; who neverthelefs 
burnt their houfes. The death of Theophilus % thus aban^ 
doned by Gallus to the rage of the multitude, and his pro- 
te6ting one Serenianus, who was univerfally hated by all 
good men, and had even afpired to the empire, greatly pre- 
judiced Conftantius againft him. The emperor, however, 
wrote feveral obliging letters to him ; but at the fame time, 
under various pretences, drew the flower of his troops into 
the Weft. About this-time ThalafTus, prefe£l of the Eaft, 
dying, Conftantius named in his room one Domitian; and 
in giving him his inftruGions at his departure, told him, 
among other things, he had been informed that Gallus 
•was defirous of coming to Italy, and paying him a vifit ; 
adding, *• I^ you think it proper, you may conduct him to 

«n Cod, Thcod. Chron. p. 52. " Aramian. lib. xiv. p. 45. 
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my prcfence ; but let it be done with all the duty and re-t 
fpeft owing to his birth and ftation. 
TAiimfm* Domitian underftood the emperor's meaning ; but being 
Ju!a efth °^ ™^*'^ birth, he wanted politenefs and addrefs to execute 
preM dL ^^^ ^^^^ orders, agreeably to the prince's intention* On 
miiioM. J^is arrival at Antioch, he went direftly to the houfe where 
the prefcdls lodged, without paying his refpefts to Csefar, 
though he paifed before his palace ; and, under colour of 
being indifpofed, ftayed feveral days at home, informing 
himfelf of the condu6b of Gallus, and fending to the cm-f 
peror an exaggerated accoun| of all he heard. At length 
Gallus fending him word that he ihould be glad to fee him, 
he went to court 5 and coming up to the prince, ** You 
mull go (faid he abruptly) to Italy j for fuch is the empe- 
ror's pleafure ; which if you refufe to comply with, I fliall 
ftop the nectflary appointments for the maintenance of 
your houftiold." Having thus fpoken, he withdrew with- 
out uttering another word, or waiting the prince's anfwer, 
who called him back, and afterwards often fent for him ; 
but could never prevail upon him to appear again at court. 
Gallus, highly provoked, and not without reafon, at the 
condudl of the prefeft, ordered him to be put under arreft. 
Montius, or, as others call him, Magnus, then quaeftor, 
forefeeing the evil confequences that muft inevitably attend 
the execution of this order, thought himfelf obliged to prcr 
vent them ; and with great franknefs told Gallus, that he 
ought to pull down the ftatues of Conftantius, before he 
thought of arrefting or putting to death a prefed p. Others 
fay, that addreffing himfelf to Gallus, he fpoke to this ef- 
fcft, with an air of contempt: " The emperor has not 
thought fit to truft you with the power of creating a finglc 
magiftrate, and you talk of putting a prefeft to death **". 
Gallus, offended at the liberty which the quaeftor had taken, 
complained of it to his guards, who immediately feizing 
Montius, and faftening cords to his feet, dragged him to 
the houfe of Domitian, whom they threw down ftairs, and 
mntius ^^^Sg^^> ^^^^ Montius, through the chief ftrccts of An- 
mardertd^ tioch, cafting, after many infultSf both their bodies into 
tind many the river '. 

fMfr/, This bold attempt, in which Conftantina is faid to have 

had a great Ihare, was followed by many other cruelties 
and murders, committed in all the provinces of the taft, 
at the infligation of Gallus and bis wife Con^antina, 
whofe thirft after blood was as great as that of her hufband, 

P Arum. lib. xiv. p. 16, 17. Zonar. p. |6, 9 PhUoftorg. 
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The reader will find in Ammianus Marcellinus a detail of 
thefe cruel and inhuman executions. It being difcovered, 
that a purple garment was making privately at Tyre, the 
two Apollinares, father and fon, the former governor of 
Phoenicia, and the latter fon-in-law to the prefefl: Domi- 
tian, were by Callus's orders arretted, as if they afpired to 
the fovereignty, and, without any farther inquiry, con- 
demned to banifliment* But thofe who condufted them, at 
fome diftance from Antioch, purfuant to their private or« 
ders, broke their thighs, and then put them to death. Ur- 
ficinus, general of the horfe, was obliged to abandon the 
defence of Nifibis, and haften to Antioch, to prefide at the 
inquiry which the emperor ordered to be made into this 
affair ; but the other judges being named, and previoufly 
well in(lru£led, by Gallus and Conftantina, he could not 
proceed as he would have otherwife done ; for Ammianus 
Marcellinus, who ferved under him, fpeaks every-where of 
him as a man of an unblemiihed character. As this com- 
miilion gave him an opportunity of difcovering many things 
till then not known, he acquainted the emperor with the 
ftate of affairs in the Eaft, and prefled him to redrefs the 
many evils which afflided thofe provinces. Befides the GaUusac* 
informations the emperor received of Callus's mal-admini- cufidof 
llration and cruelties, he was told, that, not fatisfied with ^'C^*^ '• 
the dignity of Csefar, he afpired to the fovereignty, and en- \l'^^ 
tertained evil defigns againft the emperor. 

Conftantius, giving credit to thefe accufations, whether true 
or falfe, refolved upon the ruin and death of Callus, though 
his coufin-german and brother-in-law ) but left that prince 
fiiould openly revo.lt, he carefully concealed his intention, 
and wrote a very friendly and obliging letter, inviting him GaUm and 
to Italy, that he might advife with him on certain affairs of Urficiaus 
great importance. At the fame time he wrote to Urficinus, ^'^j^'j j"" 
?t that time magifler equitum, or general of the horfe, in '* '^•^* 
the Eaft, to come with all fpeed to Milan, in order to deli- 
berate upon the moft proper meafures that might be taken 
,with refpeft to the Eerfians, who were alTembling their 
forces, as was pretexided| with a defign to invade Syria. 
This was likewife a pretext which the emperor made ufe 
of to remove Urficinus, left he fhould raife difturbances in 
the Eaft during the abfence of Callus ; for the eunuchs ar^d 
courtiers, dreading the merits and abilities of that wortl^y 
man and great warrior, filled the emperor's mind with fuch 
fears and jealoufies, in order to compafs his ruin. One 
Profper, a comes or count, was fent to fucceed him, but 
pnly with the title and charaAer of his^ deputy, to remove 
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from him all apprehcnCons of his being fufpeftcd ■. Urfi- 
cinus, on the receipt of the emperor*s letter, fet out imme* 
diately, accompanied by Ammianus the hiilorian ; and ar- 
rived at Milan much fooner than he was expedled, to the 
great joy of the emperor, who now thought of nothing but 
getting Gallus into his power. For this purpofe, befides 
the above mentioned letter to Gallus, he wrote feveral others 
to Conftantina, exprefling a great defire to fee her, and in- 
viting her to court, with the moft tender expreffions* They 
were both too fenfible of their evil conduct, not to appre- 
hend the worft from the emperor : however, Conftantina, 
who was well acquainted with her brother's temper, hoped 
by her artful infinuations to difarm his rage ; and, without 
any farther deliberation, fet out on her journey, leaving 
Gallus at Antioch : but (he had fcarce entered the province 
of Bithynia, when Ihe was feized with a fever at Caeni Gal- 
licani, of which fhe died, leaving behind her one daughter, 
of whom no farther mention is made in hiftory. Her body 
was carried to Rome, and buried on the Nomcntan Way, 
where the church of the martyr Agnes ftood, which (he 
had founded ^ Her death threw Gallus into the utmoft 
perplexity : as he had now loft his only advocate with the 
emperor, he defpaired of being able to appeafe him ; and 
therefore began to think of afluming the title of Auguftus ; 
but moft of his friends deferting him on account of his in- 
conftant temper, and the reft hating him for his cruelty, 
and dreading the power of Conftantius, he was obliged to 
lay afide all thoughts of openly revolting. 

The emperor, with frequent letters, and repeated mef- 
fages, importuned him to come with all fpeed to court. 
Among the reft, he fent one Scudilo to him, a crafty in-i 
finuating man, who, by giving him all imaginable af^ 
furances on the emperor's part, prevailed upon him to leave 
Antioch, and begin his journey to Italy. He ftopt fome 
time at Conftantinople, where, like a man who apprehend- 
ed no danger, he exhibited public (hews, and diverted him- 
felf and the people with the circenfian fports. His confi- 
dent behaviour increafed the emperor's fears and jealoufies, 
who thereupon ordered all the garrifons to be removed from 
the cities and towns through which he was to pafs, left he 
fhould corrupt them ; and at the fame time difpatched fe- 
veral officers to him, who, under colour of attending him, 
were to keep a watchful eye over him. This injunftion 
they obeyed fo punftually, that, though the Thebean legions 

* Ammian. lib. xiy- p. 26. ^ Idem, p. »/. Philoftorg. p. 6s. 
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encamped in Thrace, upon his arrival^t Adrianople, fent 

deputies to him, affuring him, that they they were ready 

to affift him to the utmoft of their power, yet, during the 

twelve days he ftaid in that city, the deputies could never 

have an opportunity of fpeaking with him. In the mean 

time, he received frefh letters from the emperor, requiring 

him to make what hafte he could, and public carriages were 

provided for his equipage ; but the ofRcers fent to him by 

Conftantius advifing him to leave his court at Adrianople^ 

he fet out with a fmall retinue for Milan, where the empe* 

ror then was. Upon his arrival at Petavium in Noricum^ 

he was there met by Barbatio, who entering the fame even- i> arrejted 

ing the houfe where he lodged with a company of foldiers^ «/ Pita' 

ftript him of all the enGgns of his dignity, and difpatched ^''aw, W 

one Apodemus with his purple fhoes to the emperor, affur^ inilnsof 

ing him, irt the mean time, by repeated oaths, that nothing hijjignitj^ 

elfe was intended by the emperor againft him ^ but never- 

thelefs, putting him into a clofe litter, he hurried him away 

to Flanona, now Fianone in Dalmatia, not far from Pola, 

where Crifpus Csefar, the fon of Conftanttne, had been put 

to death twenty-eight years before. Thither the emperor 

fent his two raoft inveterate epemies, Eufebius the eunuch, 

and Pentades his fecretaiy, to examine him about the death 

of the prefeft Domitian and others, and to hear what defence 

he could make ^. Gall us owned moft of the crimes that 

were laid to his charge ; but alleged, that they proceeded 

chiefly from the inftigations and evil counfels of his wife 

Conftantina. 

The emperor, provoked at this plea, which reflefted in 
fo high a meafure on his fifter, and confequently on him- 
felf, and inftigated by the enemies of Gallus, perfuading 
him, that his fafety depended upon the deftrud:ion of fo 
dangerous a rival, refolved to put an end to his own fears, 
and the other's life, and accordingly figned a warrant for and put t9 
hi& execution. Some authors write, that the emperor, foon death 
after, countermanded the e?cecution 5 but that Eufebius, and 
the other enemies of Gallus, pretended that it came too late. 
However, it is certain that Gallus ^^as beheaded, and aton- 
ed with his Own blood for that of many innocent perfons, 
which he had flied. Thus fell Gallus C«far, in the twenty- 
ninth year of his age, after having reigned near four years. 
His death was chiefly owing to his own tyrannical condu£t,. 
exaggerated by the malice of Eufebius, Scudilo, and Barba« 
tio, his avowed enemies, who charged him with more 
crimes than he had really committed. All thofe who had 

9 Ammian* lib. xxi. p* zy^t & lib* xiv* p« 9^7-^29* 
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been concerned with him in the death of the prefeft Do- 
mitian, the quaeftor Montius, and his other crimes, felt the 
weight of the emperor's difpleafure. Multitudes of people 
of all ranks were brought from the Eafl in chains to Aqui- 
leia, where they were tried by Eufebius, and one Arboray 
men deftitute of all mercy and compaflion, and on that very 
account charged by Conliantius with the commifQon. 
Thefe judges, without making any di(lin£^ion between the 
guilty and innocent, fentenced fome to the rack, and after- 
wards to banifhment, others to fervile offices in the armyy 
and great numbers to death, fparing none but fuch as could 
redeem^ themfelves with large fums. Lufcus, the firft ma- 
giftrate of Antioch, was burnt alive \ but Gorgonius» Cal- 
lus's great chamberlain, the mod guilty of all, efcaped by 
bribing his judges, and the eunuchs of the court. Julian, 
the brother of Gallus, though not concerned in his crimes, 
was kept feven months under clofe confinement, and would 
have been put to death, had he not been faved by the favour 
of the emprefs Eufebia^- By the death of Gallus, the Ro- 
ma^ empire became united under one prince, after it had 
continued divided for near feventy years, that is, from the 
year 285, or 286* when Dioclefian took Maximian for his 
colleague ; for ever fince that time there had been either 
feveral emperors, or one Csefar. 

Before the emperor left Milan , Af ricanus, governor of Pan- 
noniaSecunda, was brought prifoner to that city, with feve-* 
ral others, who, after being tortured in a moft cruel manner, 
were thrown into prifon, becaufe they had at an entertain- 
ment expreffed themfelves with great freedom on matters 
of ftate ; whence it was concluded, that they were carrying 
on fome plot, and that Africanus afpired tothcNfovereignty. 
A tribune, named Marinus, who was prefent at this enter- 
tainment, chofe rather to lay violent hands on himfelf at 
Aquilcia, than to endure the torture *• The emperor foon 
after left Milan to march againft the Germans, who made 
frequent inroads into the empire towards the Brigantine 
lake, now the lake of Conftance. The emperor himfelf 
remained in the plains of the country now belonging to the 
Crifons, in the neighbourhood of the prefent city of Cpira ) 
and detached Arbetio, with the flower of the army, againft 
the enemy. Arbetio fell into an ambufcade, and loft great 
numbers of his men ; but this lofs was foon retrieved by 
the valour of Arintbeus* who became famous under the 
emperor Valens, and of two other officers, who falling 

^ Animian lib. xiv. p. 18, lib. xv. p. 34. Julian, ad Athen. p. jot, 
f Ammian. lib, xv. p. 3^-3^. 
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upon the Germans,' without waiting the orders of their ge- TheGer^ 
neral, put; them to flight, and obliged them to abandon the mansdi^ 
Roman territories. The emperor, fatisfied with this vie- fiottd. 
tory, returned to Milan, and there took up his winter* 
quarters. 

The tranquility which Conftantius enjoyed at this time 
was foon interrupted by the apprehenfion of a pretended 
.plot, which produced a true confpiracy. Sylvanus, the fon Sylvdnut 
of Bonitus, a leading man among the Franks, commanded falflyac- 
in Gaul, and had performed great exploits againft the Bar- ^^fi^,^f 
barians. He owed his preferment to the artifices of rival f^^'Ijf'* 
courtiers, efpecially of Arbetio, the conful of this year, 
who, jealous ^f his extraordinary merit, had propofed him 
to the emperor as the heft qualified perfon in the empii*e 
for driving the Barbarians*out of Gaul, and reftoring that 
province, diftreflecf by their frequent inroads, to its former 
condition. Sylvanus well deferved the chara£l:er which 
Arbetio gave him ; but the conful's main defign in com- 
mending him, and extolling his military talents, was to re- 
move him from the emperor's prefence, in order to com- 
pafs his ruin, a defign which he efl^efted in the following 
.manner: one Dynames, keeper of the emperor's mules^ 
leaving QauJ, begged of Sylvanus letters of recommenda« 
tion to his friends at court ; which being granted, the trai- 
tor erafed all but the fubfcription ; and having inferted di- 
re£lions to the friends of Sylvanus for carrying on a con- 
fpiracy, delivered the letters to the prefe£t Lampridius, who 
being privy, as was fuppofed, to this wicked contrivance, 
(hewed them to the emperor. Orders were immediately 
iffued for apprehending fuch perfons as were named in the 
letters. As there *were at that time great numbers of 
Franks of diftinftion at court, they all interpofed in favour 
of their countryman ; among the reft Malaricu^, their chief, 
knowing that the whole was a mere calumny, ofl^ered to go 
into Gaul, and bring the fuppofed criminal before the em- 
peror ; adding, that if perfons, whom Sylvanus miftrufted^ 
(hould be fent for that purpofe, he might be prompted by 
fear to attempt what he was falfly accufed of having already 
attempted. But. Conftantius, without attending to the juft 
and.reafonable propofal of Malaricus,- was perfuaded by 
Arbetio to name Apoderaus, a declared enemy to all men 
of probity, to enquire into this affair. He immediately 
fct out for Gaul ; but inftead of prefenting to Sylvanus, as 
foon as he arrived, purfuapt to his inftruSions, the empe- 
ror^s letter, commanding him to repair forthwith to court, 
he feized on his eftate, and caufed his friends in Gaul to 

be 
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be apprehended^ and put to the torture. This violence 
coming to the ears of Sylvanus, who was then at Cologne, 
and too well acquainted with the emperor's fufpicious tem- 
per, and the afcendant his enemies at court had over him, 
to fufFer himfelf to be arrefted, he refolved at firft to take 
(helter among the Franks, his countrymen ; but being per- 
Isftrcedto fuaded by his friends not to trufta people fo remarkable for 
Qffumtit ^jjgj^ ficklenefs and treachery, he determined, for his own 
difena^^ prefervation, to do what otherwife he would never have 
thought off; and accordingly affumed the purple, and cauf* 
cd himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by the troops under 
his command "f. 

While thefe things paffed in Gaul,Dynames,toftfengthen 
his accufation againd Sylvanus, forged a letter in the name 
of that general, and of Malaricus, to a tribune, defiring 
him to get every thing ready, without explaining himfelf 
farther. The tribune, being at a lofs about the itieaning 
of it, fent it to Malaricus, who knowing it to be forged, 
complained aloud of the treachery, and, with the other 
Franks, demanded vengeance on thofe who were, by fuch 
malicious contrivances, endeavouring to prejudice the em- 
peror againft thofe of their nation. This clamour occaGon- 
He is di- ed an enquiry, and unravelled the whole fcene of iniquity. 
ilaredtn* The emperor, convinced of the innocence of Sylvanus, and 
the malice of his accufers, depofed the prefect Lampridius, 
and even ordered Wm, with feveral other perfons of dif- 
tinftion, to be put to the torture ; on which fomc of them 
owned the whole to be a mere calumny. They were, how- 
ever, in the end, all abfolved, fo great was the power of 
their faftion at court; and Dynames was-even preferred to 
the gov'ernment of Hctruria. As Syfvanus was declared 
innocent, they were all furprifed by the arrival of a meflen- 
fjer from Gaul, difpatched to acquaint the emperor^ that 
Sylvanus had aftually affumed the title of eraperor. The 
meffenger arrived at Milan about the clofe of the even- 
ing, and the emperor, thundcrftruck at the uncxpeded 
Urjtcinus tidings, fummoned a council the fame night: the refult of 
'{/^^'^^'^ which was, that Urficinus ibould be fent forthwith into 
Gaul, the courtiers, who dreaded Urficinus no lefs than 
Sylvanus, hoping by thefe means to get rid .of one whom 
they hated, and perhaps of both. Urficinus ma<khafte to 
reach Cologne, that Sylvanus, fuppofing his revolt not to 
be yet known at court, might the more readily comply 
with the emperor's injun^ions ; for Urficinus was charged 
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wltli letters from the emperor to Sylvanus, confirming Kim 
in his poft of general, injoining him to repair to court, and 
in the mean time deliver up the command of the army to 
Urficinus. Urficinus, no twith {landing the hafte he made, . 
came too late, the news of the revolt's being known at 
court having reached Cologne before him ; a circumftance 
which obliged him to change his meafures, and pretend 
that he had deferted Condantius, and was come to £bare 
with Sylvanus his fuccefs or misfortunes^ waiting in the 
mean time a favourable opportunity of difpatching him. 
This was a dangerous expedient, and altogether unworthy 
of that greatnefs of foul which Ammianus fo much ad- 
mires in his hero. 

Sylvanus received him with extraordinary demonfl:ratioii3 
of kindnefs, freely opened all his thoughts to him, advifed 
with him about themcafures that were to be taken for their 
mutual fecurity, and repofed in him an entire confidence. 
This gave Urficinus an opportunity of gaining over fome of 
his guards with large promifes, who early one mornings 
forcing unexpedediy the gates of the palace, and entering 
fword in hand, met Sylvanus, while he was attempting to Sflnfanus 
make his efcape, and take {an£luary in a neighbouring jfain by thi 
church, and cut him in pieces, after he had enjoyed thj5 ^Jf^'^'Cl' 
title of emperor only twenty-eight days*. Thus fell one „^ ' 
of the braveft and mod deferving officers of the empire, 
whom the malice of jealous courtiers, and the credulity of « 
the emperor, had obliged in his own defence to aiTume the 
purple. He had ferved under Magnentius ; but deferring 
him with a numerous body of cavalry under his command 
before the battle of Murfa, had ever after diftinguifhed 
himfelf in the wars of CondantiuSi who, on account of 
his eminent fervices, had raifed him to the poft of magifter 
peditum, or general of the foot. Conftantius exprefled 
extraordinary joy at the news of Sylvanus's death ; but 
though he owned he had nothing more to fear, yet he pro« 
ceeded with great rigouf againft fuch as had been concern- 
ed in his revolt. Pemenes, who had defended Treves 
agaunft Decentius, and many other perfons of diftin£):ion» 
were condemned and executed. The courtiers were for 
putting all the friends of Sylvanus to death, without dif- 
tia£bion, but were oppofed by the emperor, who declared^ , 
that friendihip ought not to be puniflied as a crime ; he 
«ven ordered theefiefls and eftateof the unhappy Sylvanus 
to be referved for his fon, who was then very young, and 

' AmniAn. lib. xir. p. sS— 4a* Zonar* p« j/. 
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had been left by his father as^n hoftage at court| perceiv*. 
ingf when it was too latey that the malice of his enemies^ 
and not his ambition, had prompted him to revolt *• 
Tkf empiri The Franks, ^Alemans, and Saxons no fooner heard the 
in great news of his death, than they broke into that province with 
daager. greater fury than ever, and took and pillaged above forty cities, 
and among the reft Cologne* which they levelled with the 
ground**. At the fame time the Quadi and Sarmatians, 
entering Pannonia, laid wafte all before them ^ ; and the 
Perfians over-ran, without oppofition, Mefopotamia and 
Armenia ; Profper, who had fucceeded Urficinus, and the 
prefed Maufonianus, being more intent upon pillaging 
than defending the countries committed to their care. 
V Conftantius, apprifed of the danger that threatened the em- 
pire, after various confultations, refolved to raife his coufin 
Julian, the brother of Gallus, to the dignity of Caefar. 
This delign was oppofed by all the fycophants at courts 
who, extolling the emperor's prudence, conduA, and 
courage, told him, that he was capable of fuftaining the 
burden of the empire alone \ infinuating, at the fame time, 
that it was not fafe for him to raife Julian to that high 
ftation. But the emprefs Eufebia, interpofing in favour of 
Julian, prevailed upon her hufband to purfue his intentions. 
The emperor, therefore, being returned to Milan before 
the thirty-firft of OSober from a ihort progrcfs, ordered 
Julian to quit his philofophical cloak, and gave him an 
apartment in the palace. On the fixth of November, hav- 
ing aflembled the army, he afcended the tribunal, and 
placing Julian on his right hand, he acquainted the fol- 
diers with his defign of dignifying his coufin with the 
title and authority, of Caefar, and afked their confent. 
y^- ®^ ^'' '^^^ army unanimoufly approved of his refolution : then 
-*P°^* the emperor clothed him with a purple robe; faluted 
U.C.1053.* bim with the title of Caefar, and of moft loving brother; 
.. appointed him governor of Gaul ; and in committing that 

Julian province to his care, told him, that he placed him over 
created ^ powerful army, not doubting but, upon a proper occa* 
C^Jar^ gQjj, he would (ignalize his own courage, and be wit* 
nefs of their's. This ceremony and fpeech were followed 
by loud acclamations and great encomiums, beftowed by 
the whole army on the emperor and the new Caefar. A fe^ 
days after Conftantius gave him his fifter Helena in mar- 
riage 'y and this new favour and mark of diftinQion was 
likewife owing to Eufebia, who, befides many other things 
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of great value, preftntei the yoang princei on this oc€^- 
fion, with a large and wcll-chofen library •*. At the fame justowtr 
time his whole bDuihotd was changed, on pretence of doing gi^n ti$ 
him honour ; but the emperor's real defign wao to remove tmfiror 
all in whom He Had any confidence : guards were pheed i'«^*ifi^* 
at his apartment, not to defend, Imt to watch -him; att bt$ 
letters were opened before they came to bis hands, info>« 
np^ueh, that he advifed his beft friends to forbear vifit* 
ing him, left they fliould expofe themfelves or him to dati* 
ger. Before he viGted Gaul, the emperor gave him iA'* 
itru<£tion8 undier bis own hand, regulating his whole con- 
duct, even the expence^of his table, as if he had been a 
cbild, fays Ammianus *, fent t© fchool. He greatly re- 
i^raine^ and'cortailed his authority, enjoining the generals 
who fcrvcd under him, to watch his anions with no lefs 
care than thofe of the enemy, and inverting Marcelh»wifh 
tlie command of the army, who was lent to fucceed Urfi* 
eiftus, though the latter was ordered to contmue in Gauf, 
tilt the war was concluded, with the title of general, but 
without any command, the emperor being ftitl, in fome 
degree, prejudiced againft bim. Julian wa^ ftriAly en- 
joined not to give any Fargeflcs to the army ; and authofS 
obferve, that Conftantius himfelf, contrary to cuftom, gave 
none upon his promotion. Juliati left Mikn on the ftrft Hi isfrnt 
of Decemberi the cnlpcror himfelf accompanying him as '»'« ^^ 
far as* Pavia, from whence he purfued his journey to the 
Atps, attended only by three hundred and fixty foUiers. 
On his arrival at Turin he was firft acquainted with tht 
lofo of Cologne, which had been concealed from the era- 
peroF. He arrive<l at Vicnne before the end of the year, 
and was received by the people of that city, and the neigh-" 
bourhdod, with extraordiriarv marks of joy ^ 

In the following year, 356, Conftantius took upon him 
his eighth eonful^ip, and chofe Julian for his colleague. 
The htter pafled the winter at Vienne, deliberating about 
•he operations of the enfuing campaign. Having received ji^^^^^ ^. 
inteltigenee, that the city of Autan was bciieged by the jUgedty* 
Barbarians, but defended with great bravery by the vete- theBarbm* 
ran6, who had rcpnlfed the enemy when they were fcalmg '''^*'» ^/4« 
fM vratts, he aflembled fome forces, and' marched to the ^f^^ ^*' • 
rdief of the pkice 5 but finding the fiegc raifed, from Au*- ^ * 
tun be went in pnrfuit of the Barbarians to Auxerre, pe- 
netrating wivk the greatefl: dianger thick woods> and from 

' Zof. lib. iii. p. 709. Julian, ad Athen. p. 504. Socrat. lib. ii, 
tfttp. f4* « Am mi an. \\\>, xx. p. x48« ' Ibid, lib- }rv. p. 50, 
Liban. Qrafe, xii. p. %t.o^ 
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Auxerre to Troics. On his march he found himfelf fur- 
rounded on all fides by the enemy, who ravaged the coun- 
try in great bodies ; but he defeated them with a handful 
of men, killed great numbers, and took many prifoners. 
From Troies he proceeded to Rheims, where the main body 
of the army, commanded by Marcellus, waited his arrival. 
Leaving Rheims, he took his route towards Decempagi> 
now Dieuze, on the Seille in Lorrain, with a defign to at- 
tack the Germans, who were buiied in ravaging that coun- 
I try. But the enemy, taking advantage of a dark and wet 

night, furprifed his rear, and would have cut off two le- 
gions, had not the red of the army, alarmed at the fudden 
poife,. returned to their afliftance. The Germans them- 
felves were defeated a few days' after, though not with great 
I lofs, in the neighbourhood of Brocomagus, now Brumt, in 

! Cologne Alface, between 8traiburg and Haguenau s. This advan- 

retaken by tagc, however, opened bim a way to Cologne, which he 
Juiian^oMd found abandoned by the enemy, and entered, after it had 
r4bum* been ten months in their hands. The Barbarians had neg- 
lefted to fortify it ; but Julian ordered the old fortifications 
to be repaired, and the 'hbufes rebuilt ^. Libanius adds, 
that he rebuilt another great city in that country, perhaps 
Tongrcs or Treves, which had been often attacked by the 
Barbarians, and was reduced to a miferable condition. 
During his (lay at Cologne, one of the kings of the Franks, 
dreading his arms. Cent deputies to fue for peace ; but Ju- 
lian granted him only a ihort truce. Having repaired the 
city and fortifications of Cologne, be removed to Bafil to 
fupport the emperor, who was making war upon the Ger- 
mans in Rhdetia ; and to prevent their efcaping into Gaul^ 
he continued there till winter, when he retired lo the city 
of Sens, and took up his quarters ^ 

It appears, from the dates of feveral laws, that Conftan- 

tius did not ftir from Milan till after the eleventh of April, 

and then took tl progrefs into Illyricum ^. He was at Mi^ 

Ian on the twenty-ninth of Oftober, as appears from a law 

bearing that date, which confirms to the clergy of Rome all 

their privileges. He left Milan foon after, to make war upon 

the Germans, under the comman.d of their kings the two 

brothers Gondomadus and Vadomarus. He pafled the 

Rhipe, entered their dominions on the fide of Rhaetia, and 

meeting with no oppofition, laid wafte their country to a 

^1? enhe S^eat extent. This devaftation obliged them to implore 

Germans to peace, which the emperor readily granted, and then rc- 

fuifor 

feaci* s Liban. Orat. ix. p« 237, & Orat. xii. p. %'f\, ^ Julian. p« 5i»« 

^ Ammian. p. 6i> 72. ^ Cod, Th«odof, Chron .p. 55. 
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turned to Milan, the ufual place of his refidcnce '. While 
the emperor was engaged in this expedition, th^ emprefi 
Eufebia vifited the city of Rome, and was received by the 
fenate, who went out to meet her, with extraordinary pomp 
and magnificence. During her (lay in that metropolis, fhe 
gave great fums to the people, and upon her departure 
made rich prefents to the heads of the tribes. The fame ^^^htds^ 
year the emperor enided two remarkable laws ; one dafed *^^ ^f!'* 
the twentieth of February, condemning to death thofe who ihewor^ 
fhould for the future facrifice, or pay any manner of wor- Jbi^ing rf 
(hip, to idols " ; the other, dated the eighth of March, de- '^dQlu 
daring the efFecls of condemned perfons, except in cafes 
of magic or treafon, to belong to their children and rela- 
tions, within the third degree. But this law the emperor 
himfelf revoked two years after. 

The next confuls were, Conftantius the ninth time, aiid 
Julian the fecond. The latter had taken up his winter* 
quarters at Sens, as we have related above, and had retained 
but a fmall number of troops, the reft being difperfed about 
the country for the convenience of their quartets in a pro- 
vince fo often ravaged and laid wafte. ITie Barbarians, jnH^ ^g^ 
apprifed of this circumftance, aflembled in great numbers, JiegedM 
and laid fiege to the place, hoping to take Julian himfelf Stn$. 
prifoner : but he, with the few forces, he had, made fo vi* 
gorous a defence, that the enemy, defpairing of being able 
to reduce the town, retired, after they had lain a whole 
month before it. All this while Marcellus, the commander 
in chief, never attempted to refcue Julian, or relieve thtf ' 
place, though he was quartered in the neighbourhood. 
Not long after, Conftantius declared Julian commander in ^' *> «•*- 
chief of all the forces in Gaul, being perfuaded to this Itiea- ^^^ <**- 
fiirc either by the emprefs, or the eunuch Eutheflus, ot ^^^j^'^f^ 
probably by both **. At the fame time he appointed. Seve- thi farces 
rus, an officer of great experience, to command under him. in GaaU 
Upon his arrival in Gaul, Julian, who received him with 
great joy, raifed frefli troops, and fupplied them with arms, 
which he luckily difcovered in an old arfenal. This year 
Conftantius fbntenced to death a great many perfons con- 
vi£led of' having confulted the magicians, and publiflied a 
law forbidding, on pain of death, any one to have rec&uffd 
to the augurs, aufpices, or any other diviners whatfoever ^^ 
By another law, dated the fourth of December, he con^ 
dtvancd all magic!ians to be devoured by the wild beafts. 

1 Ammian lib. xvi. p. 77, ice, Julian. Orat iii.. p. 940 « Cod. 
'f heOdoC lib. xvi. tit. 10. leg. 6. p. 166. <* Zof. lib. iii. p. 703« 
Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 71. " Cod. Theodof. ix. tit. 16. lib. iv. p. 3i9« 
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C^an- lie n6w made sia excurCon to Slomo, wbkb he bad nc« 

tims takis vcf yet lifitedi with the emprefs Eufebis^, and hi9 fi flier He- 
« jjr^r#/jr j^^^^ ^^^ ^.jfg ^f J^lian. 1^ entered the metropoUaof the 
'^'* empire on the twenty-eighth of April, in a gilt chariot, 
adorned with ^n incredible nujoober of precious ftones, at- 
tended by th^ feaate and the whole nobility, who came out 
PUaftJ to meet him in their fobes and richeft appvrek He was 
^\J^ wonderfully pleafed with the grandeur and loagnificence of 
^^^mm- ^'^^ pUce* the oiukitude of tli p^ople^ ajul the loftineii of 
ni/icimig tf the buildings i but chiefly adn»ired the tempk of Jupiter 
iiicitjA Tarpeius,. the public baths, the amphitheatre, Pompey^s 
theatre, and the fquajre of Trajan. He is faid to have re- 
proached fame for exceeding truth in. othe? things, biuk 
coining ihort of it in wbat related to Rome. He harangued 
both the people and the fenate, the former from the r(&ra, 
a^4 the lattef in the fenate-houfe. During bis ftay at 
K(i>K9e» he wa« priefeaieA with gold«n crownfi of an extiar 
ordinary weight by feyeral cities, and among the reft b| 
the city pf Conllaatinople, which bad. appointed Themidius 
to pxe^nt it P i b^t be falling 6ck, the di£courfe which hr 
had qpjQsipQfed for the occafion was fen£ to the emperoc^ 
wha was (^ well pleafed with it,. that he ordered a ftatue 
tp b^ encf^ed in honour o£ the orator ', which indnced hkn 
to write a fi^gond difcoucfe oc panegyric ^.. The emperor, 
de&ring to add fonskething to the oroamen^s^of the eity, gaite 
orders for conveying an obeliik thither, which had beea 
removed by his father Condantine from HeliopoUa in Egypt 
'with thai; deiign^ and bad been cacri^sd sus. far as Alexan** 
dria* Conftantius therefore commanded it to be brought 
to Rome, where it was. wii^h much difficulty e^efled in ^e 
Circ^s Maxim;HS abou;t tb^ beginning of the fioHowiog year '^. 
ConjBsinilius. would, not ea^er the fenate-boufe tiU tk& an-^ 
cient altar of YiQsQvyi wasb removed, that be might sot de-^ 
file hjist eye&9 fayS: St. Ambrofe ', with the- unhallowed fight 
of an altar cQufecratedi to the infernal ipirits. 

He was cbiciirmed with the pleaikrea and dlverfiorts. oi 
Romcj^ fays Ammianua % but foon obliged to abandon them, 
upon intelligence that the Suevians had; entered Rhaetiat 
tbe^ Quadiana. Vateriat auad the Sarmatia)ni6 Lower BanncH 
Hi rttums mia, and Upper Mo^fiar Me tbece£oce kft Rome on tfafi 
u MUan* tw^Qty-nintH of May^ after he had cdidnd there about % 
nipnth \ and WidS: at. Mihxi^ if no miftake ha& crept intD^ tbe 
code,, on the third q£ June^ and likewi& on the thirteend^ 
of July * ; whence we may conclude, that the Barbarians re- 

p Ammian. lib. x.vi« p. 7i» &c. q Tbemi((i Orat^iv. p. 5S**57^ 
t Baron. Ann. 357. s. Ambrof, ]^«l, Syrn. g, 156, « Codi 

Tbcodof. Chront p< 5(1 57* 
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tired at his approach. White Conllantitis ^as at Mllan^ 

he received letters from Mufoniaiiufe, prcfe€l of the Eaft, 

informing him^ that Sapor king of Perfia was engaged^ on 

the moft remote Frontiers of his kingdom, in a dangerbus 

war with the Chionitce, and other people ; that he had fuf- 

/ered great lofles, and confeqtiently would, in all likelihood^ 

hearken to a treaty of peace and athitf with the RolhanS^ 

which Mufonianus had taken care to propofe to Taitifapoi*, 

the PerSan general on the frontiers of Meibpotlittia, who 

had written on that fubje£l to his mafter. Theib tiegotil- 

tions proved abortive, as will appear hereafter, ttbwever, Urjkhm$ 

the emperor fent for Urficinius, who was ftill in Gatll^ in ncaUtd 

order to advife with him about the moft propef method df fr^mGa^ 

humbling the Perfians. In the mean time Conftantius, ^/H^ 

leaving Milan about the middle of July, went toTrentj and £^. 

from thence into Illyricum, vifited the frontiers of the tx^^ 

pire towards the Danube, and conferred With the chiefs of 

the Quadians, and other neighbouring nations, who afiured 

him o7 their friendfhip. Urficinus found him at Sirmium, 

and was, after feveral conferences, fent into the Eaft, with 

the charafter of general, and the fame power with which 

he had been vefted before his difgracc ". 

The empcfor, refolved to terminate the dreadful devafti- 
tions committed in Gaiil, chiefly by the Alemans, wrote to 
Julian, to march with all his forces againft them; and at 
the fame time fent Barbatio, who had been created general BmrhatH 
of foot in the room of Sylvanus, out of Italy, with a bodv S^* !«^ 
of twenty-five or tBiirty-thoUfaftd meft, m ordfer to fiirprite ^^^ 
and iftcldfe the enemy between the two armies. Barbatio 
was, in general, efteemed a good officer ^ 5 but all his bra- 
very con fifted, according to Ammianus, only in words. 
He had betrayed Gallus, under whom he ferved, and ftudied * 
how to check the progrefs of Julian ; who fto (boner heard 
of his arrival at Bade, than he took the field, with only 
thirteen thoufand fnen : but the Letl, a Gfertoan natioii, 7-^ q^^ 
paffing between the two armies, advanced as far as Lyons, mans n/- 
With an intent to pillage that \trealthy tity. As they met \dtk tytnn 
v^ith a wafrmer reception from the inhabitants thatt they '**^*> 
expefted, they gave over all thoughts of inverting fbi place, ^i^^^ 
and contented themfelvcs with ravaging the furrouhding jlutm^ 
country. Juliah, upon the firft Notice of what had hap- 
J>ened, detached ftrong parties to fecure the paffes, through 
1;lrbich he knew they muft retii^n ; by thi^ difpofitron they 
livcre all cut oflP", except thofe who riiarched near the camp 

« Ammin. lib. xvi. p. 711 Jul. ad Athen, p. 513* w Liban« 

Orat, xii, p. *7», 
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ofBarbatiOy who, far from oppofing their retreat, com^g 
plained to Conftantiys of fome officers for attempting that 
meafure, who thereupon ordered them to be ca(hiered. 
One of thefc was Valentinian, afterwards emperor. The 
pther Barbarians either fortified themfelves in the countries 
which they had feized, blocking up all the avenues with 
large trees> or took ihelter in the iflands formed by the 
Jlhini?, 

Juiian refolv^d firft to attack the latter, and with this 
view fent to demand fome boats of Barbatio, who, in-> 
ftead. of complying \vith his juft requeft, immediately 
|}uri)t all his vefTels, as he did on another occaOon the pro- 
vifipns which had been fent for both armies, after he had 
plentifully fupplied his own. It is uncertain whether he 
.behaved thus out of refentment to Julian, or in compliance 
with private inftrufkions from the emperor *. Be that as 
it may, Julian, not in the leaft difheartened by the unac- 
countable con$iu6i of Barbatjo, perfuaded fcyme of the mod 
refolute foldiers to wade over to one of the iflands, where 
they killed all the Germans who had taken (helter there ; 
an4 feizlng th^ir boats, purfued the flaughter in feveral 
other iflands, till the enemy, abandoning them all, retired 
with their wiveg, apd what booty they could carry ofl^, to 
their rqfpeftive countries T. After this exploit, he under- 
took the rebuilding of the Tre§-tabernaB, a fort near Siraf- 
bourg in Alface, now known by the name of Saverne, 
which the enemy had demolifhed. In beipg iituated fo as 
to curb the nations beyond the Rhine, and prevent their ir- 
fuptlons into Gaul, Julian not only repaired the ancient 
fortification?, but added new works to them, furni{hed the 
place with prpvifions for a ^hole year, and left a numerous 

5arrifon, to keep tl^e neighbouring country in awe*. While, 
ulian was engaged iii this work, Baibatio was employed in 
laying a bridge of boats over the Rhine : but the enemy 
threw a great number of large trees into the river, which, 
teing tarried by the ftream againft the boats, fynk feveral 
pf them, and feparated the reft. Barbatip feeing his worl; 
ruined, vva^ obliged to retire ; but the enemy attacking hin^ 
in his retreat, killed a great number of his troops, took moft 
of his baggage, laid wafte the neighbovjring, country, and 
returned in triumph, loaded with booty. Barbatio, putting 
his army into winter-quarters, as if the campaign had been 
over, though it wa$ then but harveft-time, returned to 
c<*urt, to endeavour to i:uin Julian with his calun^nie? and 
i]l offices. • . ^ ' 

» Ammian. Hb» t\u p. 73, 74. y Liban. Orat. xii. p. 2:^3 

f Julian, p. 51Z. ...'.-. 
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The Barbarians, elated with this fuccefs, aflembled in 
great numbers, under the banners of Chnodomarius, % 
prince of great reputation among them, and of fix other 
iings, and encamped in the neighbourhood of Strafbourg. 
Being informed by a deferter, that Julian had only thirteen 
thouiand men, Chnodomarius fent a haughty and menacing 
meifage, commanding him to abandon the country which 
the Germans had conquered by their courage and valour. 
Libanius adds, that the meifcnger produced letters from 
Conflantius, promising to relinquifh to them what coun- 
tries or cities they (hould feize in Gaul *. By fuch pro- 
mifes Conftantius is fuppofed to have incenfed them againft 
the tyrant Magnentius. But Julian detained the mefTen- 
ger as a fpy, and purfued the works he had begun at Sa- 
verne, till he received intelligence that the enemy were 
advanced within twenty miles of the camp. Then, leav- Jt^l^a^ 
ing Saverne, he marched dire£lly againft them. About marchis 
half-way he halted to icft his men, and put off the battle ^«'>^ 
till next day ; but both officers and foldiers demanding to *' 
be led without delay againft the enemy, he purfued his 
march, and found the Germans, who had been informed 
of his approach, ready to receive him* They were thirty^ 
five thoufand ftrong, headed by feven kings, ten princeSj 
and many lords of great diftin£iion. 

Both armies engaged with great refolution and intrepi*. yr. ©f pi. 
dity, and the vi^ory continued long doubtful. The no* »«o7. 
tnan cavalry even gave way, nor could Julian, with all his ^'^' 357. 
eloquence, prevail v^pon them to rally, and return to the "^^* 
charge: but the vigorous refiftance made by the foot fo dif- 7^^ ^i/i^ 
heartened the enemy, that, after having attempted feveral tf Argm* 
times in vain to break them, they began to abate much of toratum^ 
their impetuofity ; a circumftancc which the Romans per* or Strafe ^ 
ceiving, they made a laft ejFort j and charging the Barba- ^*'*«?' 
rians, already exhaufted, put them to flight,^ and purfued ^^^^^* 
them with great (laughter. Great numbers plunged into ^^t ^ 
the Rhine, which was in their rear, and were drowned, fiatid. 
Chnodomarius himfelf was taken in a wood, and prefented 
to Jujian in fight of the whole army, who thereupon fa- 
luted him with the title of Auguftus; which he rejefted, 
telling his foldiers, that the glory of the aflion was chiefly 
owing to ConftantiuSf under whofe aufpices they had 
fought^. He loft in the battle only four tribunes, and two 
hundred and forty*three private men. Of the Germans fix 

aLiban. Orat. xii. p. 169. ^ Ammian. p. 84, Sj. Julian, ad 

^thcn. p. JJ2. 
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mreifht tkoufand men wert killed in the fieU» befides a 
great luunher who were loft in the river ^ (CV 

Julian aiicribcd the whd< glory of this memorablB ykiorf 
to Conftantius, and immediately fent his royal captive 
Cbnodomariai to him, whom he had treated with great re- 
fpeA» confidering him as an inftanceof the inftability o£ aU 
liuman grandeur. Conftantius permitted him to refide at 
Bome^ where he foon after died a natural deatb* Thia 
vi£^ory was greatly leflened by the fycophants at court, aad 
nil the other a^ons of Julian were turned into ridicule $ 
which, however, was lefs prejudicial to him, than if they 
had maffnified his exploits to a fufpicious, weak» and ti- 
morous prince. 
Confiantlus Conftantius wasnot afliamed to arrogate the fame of this 
i^"7/f ^A important a£iion to himfelf, as appears from an ediA 
KThohvlofi ^^i^b was publiflied about this time, wherein he fpeaks as 
0/ tins at' if be had fought at the bead of his army, without even meni- 
/fan. tioning the name of Juiian. Aurelius Vi£Lor, wlio wrote 

about the latter end of his reign, fpeaks in the fame drain ' 1 
aad Themiftius, in magnifying his victories over the Ger« 
mans, and the valour with which he delivered Gaul from 
their inroads, and reftrained them within their ancient li- 
inits, quotes the letters which the emperor himfelf had dif<. 
' patched to the fenate of Conftantinople *. Julian's firft 
eare, after the battk, was to caufe all the dead to be buried, 
without diftin£lion of friend or enemy. Having performed 
llus pious office, he returned to Saverne, to finiih the works 
begun there ; and then advanced with his army to Mayence, 
where he built a bridge over the river, and entered Ger-» 
manV) having with difficulty prevailed upon his troops to 
fellow him. The Germans, alarmed at the boldnefs of the 
young general, foed for peace, at the fame time threatening 
^tXm and his army with immediate deftru^ion, if they did 
not retire -, but Julian, deipifing their menaces, continue^ 

« Ammian, p. $4, %^ d Aur. Vi6t. p. %x%. p Therajft. 

Orat, p. S7« 

(C) The battle of Strafbourg is at leaft certain, that the Bar- 

Is famous in hiftory. Julian .barians were entirely driven out 

himfelf flylcs it a fuccefsful of Gaul. This memorable bat-» 

action, which rcftored Gaul to tic was fought in the plains 

its ancient liberty (i). Ma- near Strafbourg, when the cora 

mertinus fays, that, by this was ripe, and the moon in the 

fingle battle, the war was ended, laft quarter (5). 
and Germany ruined (a), {t 

{1) Apomian. lib. xx, p. i6q» (») Panegyr. xi, p, aij. 

(3} Ammisn^ lib, xvi. p. 7|.' 
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ravaging their country till after the equinox ; and then the 
fnov preventing him from advancing farther, he began to / 
repair the fort of Trajan, which is fuppofedto be the caftle 
€>£ Cromburgh, about three or four leagues from Francfort. 
This undertaking intimidated the enemy to fuch a degree, 
that they again fent deputies to implore peace, which they 
could not obtain upon any terms $ but a truce was granted 
for tea months, upon their promiiing to fupply with pro- 
vifions that very fort which was intended to overawe them ^ 
Having thus humbled the Germans, he returned to Gaul 
with a great number of captives ; but being informed on < 
his march| that fome Franks, having ravaged the country 
about Rheims during his abfence, had fecured themfelves jMliam 
in two cailles on the Meufe, he marched againft them, and obliges 
compelled them to furrender, after they had defended >^ 
themfelves with great bravery fifty-four days. The prifoners ^J'^^^J^ 
were all fent to the «nperor, who incorporated them among ^fif^/ 
his troops. Julian, having thus fini(hed this long and glorious them to tkg 
campaign, put his troops into winter-quarters, and took up imperor. 
his own in Paris, which we find about this time firft men- 
tioned in hiftory. It was then only a caftle fituated on the 
iiland formed by the Seyne, which is now but a very fmall 
part of that great metropolis s. This year the emperor enaft- Some lanas 
cd a law. dated the third of July, commanding theefie£):s of ofConfian* 
thofe tp be ccmfifcated, who ftiould renounce the Chriftian ^'"* 
to embrace the Jewiih religion ; by another he obliges all 
ienators to refide at Rome, or in the neighbourhood, many 
of them having retired from that metropolis, and fettled in 
Achaia, Macedon, and the other provinces of Illyricum, on 
account of the great exrpences attending that dignity at 
Rome. By a third, addreiTed to Felix bi£hop of Rome, he 
exempts all merchandizing ecclefiaftics, their wives, chil- 
dren, and domeftics, from every impofition, whether or- 
dinary or extraordinary, ordering the profits they made to 
^ be applied to the relief of the' poor. 

The next confuls were Ccrealisi uncle to Gallus Caefar on 
the mother's fide, and Datianus, who, though of a mean de-* 
fcent, bore the title of comes in 349, and was afterwarda 
raifed to the rank of patrician •». We have obferved already, 
that the Perfian general Tamfapor had been perfuaded by 
Mufoniantt3, prefedl of the £aft, to write to his mafter 
about renewing the ancient treaties with the Romans ; but 
as Sapor had not only concluded a peace with the Chionitae, 
but entered into an alliance with them, before he received 

' Ammian. p* %%, Liban. Orat.xii. p. 177. s Ammian. 

]p. 240. in foK b FJbiloftorg. lib, viii* c, 8. p* 113* Cod.Theod« 
pt. 4, p. ?. 
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Tamfapor's letters, in anfwer to the propofals tranfmitted 
Emhaffies ^J ^'^^^ general, he wrote a haughty epiftle to Conftantius, 
from Sapor which he fent by Narfes, with prefents for the emperor. 
to Conftan^ The contents of the letter were, that he might lawfully in- 
ms^ and g{^ yp^j^ ji^g emperor's ceding all the countries beyond the 
fiMtiJ^to ^'^^^ Strymon in Macedon ; but left his demands ihould 
Safr. fecm unreafonable, he would be fatisfied with Armenia and 
Mefopotamia, which, with the utmoft injuftice, had been 
wrefted from his grandfather Narfes. He added, that, un^ 
lefs they were reftorcd, he was determined to do himfelf 
juftice by force of arms. In this letter Sapor ftyled himfetf 
King of Kings, and Brother of the Sun and Moon. Narfes, 
who was charged to deliver it to the emperor, arrived at 
i^ntioch about the end of the preceding year. After having 
remained fome time there, he purfued his journey to Con- 
ftantinople, which he entered with great pomp on the twen- 
ty-third of February of the year 358. From Conftantinbple 
he proceeded to Sirmium, where the emperor then reiided \ 
and, in a public audience, prefented Sapor's letter, en- 
clofed in white filk. Conftantius, without entering into any 
negotiation, wrote back to Sapor, that as he had main- 
tained the Roman dominions in their full extent while he 
was pofTcfled only of the Eaft, he could not fuffer them to 
be curtailed now that he was matter of the whol^ empire. 
He added, that he was ready and dcfirous to conclude a 
peace with the Perfian monarch upon honourable terms. 
With this letter li€ difmifled Narfes ; but a few days after 
fent a folemn embafty into Perfia, with prefents for the 
king, being defirous, at leaft, to poftpone the war till he 
had fecured the northern provinces againft the incurftons 
of the Barbarians, that he might employ all the forces pf 
the empire againft fo powerful and formidable an enemy, 
. The^Romati ambaffadors found Sapor at Ctefiphon ; but 
not being able to prevail upon him to abate of his demands, 
they returned about the twenty-fourth of Auguft. Count 
Lucilianus, and Procopius, who ufurped the fovereiguty in 
the reign of Valens, were deputed to the Perfian court foon 
after, to amufe that warlike prince with new propofals; 
but he, inftead of attending to them, kept the ambaftadors 
fome time under clofe confinement, threatening to punifh 
them as fpies ; though in the end he difmiffed them unhurt *. 
^ht €luadi While the emperor refided at Sirmium, the Quadi and 
find Sar* Sarmatians broke into Pannonia and Mcefia ; and the Ju- 

matians thunges, a German nation, invaded Rhatia. The latter 
o*vercome o ' 

by Con* 

hantius. * Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 68. &lib. xvii. p. ^f. Thcjpift. Qrat.ifv • 

p. 57. Zonar, p. 171 Pctr. Legat. p. a8# 
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were defeated and driven back by Barbatio ; but the empe- 
ror marched in perfon againft the former foon after the 
vernal equinox ; and having crofTed the Danube on a bridge 
of boatSy ravaged the territories of the Sarmaiians, who 
thereupon came in great numbers, with the Quadij pretend- 
ing to fue for peace ; but their real defign was to furprife 
the Romans, who, fufpeding it, fell upon them fword in 
hand, and ilaughtered them all to a man. This maflacre 
obliged the reft to fue for peace ; which they obtained, upon 
their releafing the prifoners they had taken, and delivering 
up hoftages K The emperor then marched againft the Li- 
xniigantes, thofe flaves, who, in 334 had driven the Sar- 
jnatians out of their country, and feized it for themfelves* 
They too had made frequent inroads into the Roman terri- 
tories; but upon the approach of the ^ army, came in pro- 
digious numbers to meet the emperor, pretending to fub- 
mit ; but prepared to attack him unexpedledly, if an op- 
portunity ihould offer. The emperor, obferving their fu- 
rious looks, and diftrufting them, afcended his tribunal, , 
attended by the chief officers of the army, and his guards, 
in order to acquaint them with his pleafure. While he 
w^ addreffing them, his troops, purfuant to private orders, 
jnfenftbly furrounded them. When the emperor had done 
fpeaking, the . Limigantes, difTatisfied with the conditions 
he had offered, laid their hands on their fwords ; which 
being obferved by the Romans, who watched all their mo^ 
tionSi they began the ilaughter. The Limigantes, finding 
it impoilible to efcape, made with great fury towards the 
tribunal; but were repulfcd by the guards forming them- 
felves into the (hape of a wedge, and all killed, not one of 
them deigning to afk quarter. After this execution, the TAi LM^ 
Jlomans entering their country on one fide, and the Sar- gantes 
xnatians, their ancient matters, with the Ta'if ales, on the i^'T^^"""^. 
other, ^nd dcftroying all with fire and fword, they were f^g'^l^^'^ 
obliged to comply with the only condition the emperor of* reflored to 
fered them; M^hich was, to abandon their country, and re- theSarmt^m 
move to a more diftant place, that they might not be again tlans» 
jtempted to infeft the empire. Conftantius reftored the 
country to the Sarmatlaps, its ancient owners, twenty- 
four years after they had been expelled ; appointed one of 
their nation, named ^izais, to rule over them with the 
title of king ; and declared them a free people ^ For thefe 
exploits the army faluted Conftantius with the furname of 
jSarmaticus, who foon after returned to Sirmium, which he 
entered in triumph, and put his troops into winter-quarters. 

I ^nui^ian, lib* xyii' p« to3i io4« ' Idem lib. xvii* p. zo$— 111. 
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In the mean time Julian, having employed the fixSk, 
monthe of this year at Paris, in regulating the taxes paid by 
the provinee, fo as to find the neceflary fuppHesi without 
laying any frefli burdens on the people, already quite drains 
ed and exliaufted) took the field as foon as the feafon tira^ ^ 
fit for a£^ion, with a defign to conquer the Franks, before 
the truee which he had granted to the Alemans was expire- 
ed. The Franks were at this time divided into feveral 
tribes ) but the moft powerful among them was that of the 
Salii) who, being driven by the Saxons, according to Zofi- 
mus % from thi lands they pofleflbd in Germany, had 
fettled in Batavia^ that is, in the iflands formed by the fe^ 
▼eral branches of the Rhine, and in Toxandria, which 
country began^ according to the beil modern geographers, 
about a league from Maeftricht, and extended about twenty 
leagues along the Meufe, where ftand at prefent th« cities 
of Boifleduc, Breda, and Antwerp "• Julian marched firft 
againft thefe Franks, and was already arrived at Tongres, 
when he met their deputies on their journey to Paris, 
where they fuppofed they (hould find him. They had been 
fcnt to irttreat he would fuffer them to remain aS friends in 
the country which they poflefled. Tulian, upon fome dif- 
ficulties which he ftarted, ordered them back for more par- 
ticular inftruftions. ThiJy imaginedj that he deOgned to 
wait their return at Tongres j but they were no fdOner gone, 
than he purfiied them. Having .entered their country, and 
obliged them xq fubmit, he allotted them lands ill Oaul, 
and incorporated great numbers of them into his cavalry **. 
He then marched againft the Chamavi, another nation of 
Franks, who had fettled in Gaul ; and .havifig defeated 
ihem in battle, obliged them to retire beyond the Rhine ; 
on which he granted them peace upon fuch terms as he 
thought fit to prefcribe. Having reduced the Salii and Cha- 
mavi, he rebuilt three forts on the Meufe, which the Bar*^ 
barians had deftroyed ; btit wanting provifions in a country 
fo often ravaged by the enemy, to fopply his army^ and t6 
maintain the many captives whom he had obliged the ene- 
my to releafe, he ordered fix or eight hundred vdfifels td b* . 
built in Britain, for conveying corn from thence into GaUl. 

Julian continued in the country of the Chamavi, till the 
truce with the Alemans was expired j and then Isiying a 
bridge of boats over the Rhine, he entered their country, 
which he wafted with fife and fword. Two of theii^ feingsf^ 
Suomariua and Hortarius, came iri perfbn, and obtarnefd a 
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peace, upon ihcir promifing to fet ^t liberty all the captives 
xjr^tj bad takeii> to fupply a certain quaiUity of corn whoa 
(equire4» and to furnifh wQod> irons and carriages, far fe« 
pairing the cities which they had ruined. The prifoners, 
whom he refqued out of the hands of the Barbarians dtiiing 
Xhi$ campaign^ amQvmted to twenty thottiand ^ (DX This year 
the emperor ena&ed a law, dated the thirteenth of July, ad-* ^ ^f^ ^ 
dreflTed tp Taurus^ prefedt of Italy, declaring all magicians^ g^^''*^ 
aftrologers, augura^ arufpices, and pretenders to the art of ^m^^n 
divination, enemies to mankind ; and fmch as ibould be grr. 
found in the prince's court, guilty of treafon 1. Anthots 
think, that, by this law, the emperor meant to drive thefe 
impoilors'fro«n the court of Julian, who was fufpefted of 
privately favouring them, and givii^ credit to their pre- 
dictions ^ 

In the year 359^ the two brothers Euiiebius and Hypa« 
ttua we^ confuk, being raifed to that dignity by the em- 
pre6 Eufebia their fifttr '« Julian was engaged in Gaul, 
VI. crediting magazines^ in villting the cities which had fu^f- 
fered mpA by the inroads of the Barbariaus, and giving 
proper orders for rebttilding their walla^ and repairing their 
fortiftcations. He ai^rwards a^enabled all his forces at 
^nts;, and paffing the Rhine on a bridge of boats, en^ed 
Germany, and advanced as far as a place% called Pallas* 
where the t^ecritories of the Aleauns and Burgundians 
ended, pillaging and laying wafte their country to a confix 
deraUe extent. There he was meti by feveral kings,, who yultwt 
made their fubmiifion, and were indulged with peace, upon obliges fe^ 
their pronaifing to give up all the prifoners they had taken, **"'*^' ^^'* 
and to fumiflj a certain quantity of com when requiredw JJ^* "*V 
Then- Julian left Germany, and, as the (eafon was already forpitui* 
bat advanced, he indulged his troops in winter-quarters, 
and retired hlmfelf to Paris. 

To retitrn to Conftantius: that prince, having inter- 
cepted a letter to Baxbatio from bis wife Aflyria, giving 

B Julian* ihid, Ammian* p. to«. I4baa» Orat. xli. p« tSo. Zof. 
p. 70» q Cod. Theod. lib. ix. tit. i6. leg. 6. p. 124^ 125. ' Vide 
]Baron« ad Ann. 3jS. • Atnmian. lib. xviii* p* us* 
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him hopes of being raifed one day to the fovereigrity, or- 
dered them both to be executed. Many innocent perfons 
were involved in their ruin, and put to death, as privy to 
their defigns* A tribune, named Valentine, was feveral 
times racked in a moft inhuman manner; but, as he con- 
ftantly denied the charge, the emperor, convinced of his 
innocence, to make him fome amends, gave him the com- 
mand of the troops in Illyricum ^ Before the end of the 
winter, the emperor received intelligence,, that the Limi- 
gantes, quitting the country in which they had been fettled 
the preceding year, were advancing towards the borders of 
the empire. In confequence of this advice, leaving Sir- 
mium early in the fpring, he haftened to the banks of the 
Danube, to prevent them from croflittg that river, and in^ 
vading Pannonia. Upon his arrival he difpatched deputies 
to inquire what had induced them to abandon the country 
which had been allotted them. The Limigantes anfwered, 
in appearance, with the greatefl: fubmifllion, that they were 
willing to live as true fubjeds of the empire, in what part 
foever the emperor fhould think fit to place them ; but that 
the country which they had abandoned, was altogether un« 
inhabitable, as they were ready to demonftrate, if the em- 
peror would allow them to crofs the river, and lay their 
complaints before him. Conftantius, pleafed with the pro- 
pofal, granted their requeft, and received them in the neigh^ 
bourhood of Acumincum, the prefent town of Kamanez,on 
the Danube, near Peterwaradin, in the territory of Sir- 
mium. But while he was afcending his tribunal, they 
fuddenly attacked his guards fword m hand, and would 
have killed the emperor himfelf, had he not with difficulty 
faved himfelf by flight. Several of his guards were flain ; 
but in the mean time the reft of the troops, taking the 
alarm, flew to arms, furrounded the Limigantes, and de- 
ftroyed them to a man. Conftantius now returned to Sir- 
mium, where he was on the twenty-fecond of May, this 
year, the eve of Pentecoft ; but foon after departed from 
thence for Conftantinople ; for he was on the eighteenth of 
June at Singidunum in Moefia". He pafTed thje remaining 
part of this year at Conftantinople, ready to march, upon 
the firft advice, againft the Perfians. 

From hence, he difpatched into the Eaft the fecretary 
Paulus Catena, infamous for his cruelty, to profecute fe* 
veral perfons accufed of having confulted the oracle of an 
idol named Befa in the city of Abydus, on the moft diftant 
borders of Egypt. Modeftus, then count of the Eaft, and 
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afterwards prcfeft, was appointed to judge the criminals, 
HermogeneSy who had fucceeded Mufonianus in the office 
of prefedl, being deemed unfit for that commiflion, on ac- 
count of his mild and compaffionate temper. Modeftus 
eftabliihed his tribunal at Scythopolis in Palseftine, whither 
perfons of both fexes, and of every rank and condition, were Several 
daily dragged in crouds from all parts, and either confined perjonsc9w^ 
to dungeons, or torn to pieces in a mod cruel and barba- demned f^ 
rous manner on the rack, or publicly executed. Ammianus ^^Ifg^/u^^ 
gives us a moft frightful idea of this horrid inquifition ; but^ 
at the fame time owns, that feveral perfons were cleared, and 
others punilhed with far lefs fe verity than was expe£led "^^ 
Farnafus, who had been governor of Egypt, was condemn- 
ed to lofe his head, for having confulted an aftrologer, by 
means of Aridophanes ; but Modeftus foftened the rigour 
of that fentence, and only fent him into banifliment. Sim- 
plicius the fon of Philippus, who had been prefeft, and 
conful in 348, was only exiled from his own country; nor 
would Modeftus fuffer him- to be racked, though he had 
received pofitivc orders from the emperor. Ariftophanes 
was, by order of Paulus, whom he had provoked by his 
freedom of fpcech, beaten with balls of lead faftened to 
cords, till he was- ready to expire ; when Modeftus, in 
compaiGon, ordered the executioner to forbear, and fent 
Ariftophanes into baniftiment. Demetrius, fumamed Cy- 
thras, a philofopher advanced in years, being convi<^ed of 
having facrificed to idols, was tortured with great cruelty 
for many hours ; but afterwards fuffered by Modeftus to 
return to Alexandria his native city. Parnafus, and the 
reft, excepting Ariftophanes, were recalled in the fequel, 
and pardoned \ 

Mean while Sapor king of Perfia was encouraged to be- The Per- 
•gin hoftilities by an officer of Conftantius, named Antoni- Mns begim 
nus, who, finding his affairs ruined at home, had fled to f^^P^^^*' 
the court of Perfia, hoping to make his fortune, and 
brought with him an exa£l account of the ftate of the em- 
pire, and all its forces. At the fame time Eufebius the 
eunuch, who had been long contriving the ruin of Urfici- 
nus, as the only perfon who was independent of him, and 
fcorned his fupport, perfuaded the emperor to remove him 
from the command of the troops in the Eaft, and to appoint 
in his ftead Sabinianus, a decrepit old man, poflefted of 
immenfe wealth, but altogether unfit for that employment. 
This change was no fooner known at the Perfian court, 
than Antoninus, well acquainted with the chara<fier of Sa« 

V Ammian, libt xx« p. 150, 151. x Iden), p. i^a. 
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{)tnraiitt^> prefibd Sapor to begin the war immediately, a<l- 
viGiig htm to march to the Euphrates* without lofing time 
in befieging fowns, to crofs that rtyer» and enter Syrian 
\rhicli be might eafily reduce. The Perfian^ approving the 
fcheme* began to afl^mble bis troops from all quarters, in 
order to put it in execntiofi. This condu£i alarmed Con- 
ftantitts> who inunediatelj ordered Urficinus to march into 
Syria> witb the charaftier of general of foot, in the room 
Of Baorbatio lately beheaded ; but without any authority or 
even troops under his command. This too was a malicious 
contrivance of Eufebins, and the other eunuchs, that, if the 
mighty defigns of the Perfians were defeated, Sabinianus 
might reap all the honour \ but if they were attended witb 
fuccefs) Urficinus might be involved in di%raee. 

That brave commander had no fooner reached Syria, than , 
he was informed^ that the enemy's vanguard had already 

Safled the Tigris, Upon this intelligence he haftenedf into 
lefopotamia, to give the neceflary orders, in cafe the ene- 
my (hould attack the city of Nifibis* From Ni£bis be flew 
to Amida, another city in the £ame couiDtry ; and thou^ 
he travelled in the night-tiin.e> be narrowly efcaped faUin^ 
into the enemy's hands, whofe parties were ^read all over 
the cfKintry. From Amida be fent Ammianus MarceUinuSt 
the hiftorian, to reconaintre the enemy, whoy upon his re-^ 
turn, informed him,, that they feemed at leaft a hundred 
thoufand ftrong ; tlhait they h«d already pafled Nine\(e, in 
the province of Adiafaene, and were arrived at the bridge 
of tlie Anzabes, a river in Afiyria* Urftcimis immediatdly 
difpaAched orders to Caffianus> duke of Meibpotamia^ and 
to Euphronius, governor of the proviilce^ to order the ki<* 
habitants to withdraw with their efFedls intophce^ rf fafc- 
ty ; to abandon Charrfaac^ which wa»an open city ; and to 
£et fire to the forage,, and Ekewife to the corn, tnough al** 
ready ripe, that this enemy ntigfat find no fubfiftenee, either 
for themfelves ec their hocfea^ between^ tiie Tigris and the 
Euphrates. At the fanus tkne he fortified the banks of the 
£u{)hrates with fiorts and palifades^ fupplying the former 
with wadike cBgines of every kind, 'fhefe wife precau^ 
lions having oU^ed Sopojr to abandoA his defign of march* 
ing to the Euf^hr^rtes,. he fumed to the kft, and took his 
]K>ttte, purl[uiacLt to the advice of Aintoninas, by the loot of 
the mountains which part blefopotamia from Armenia, 
znot doubting tskai: he (hould find plenty of forage, and th^ 
Euphrates ferdablc nearer its head. Urficinus, apprifed of 
his defign, immediatBly left Amida, to giw« the neceflary 
orders on that fide likewife ; but being furrounded by one 
of the encmyV panics, be nafrowly cfcapcd falling into 

their 



The Cof^antmepoUtan Mifiory.. Ijf7 

their hands. Ammianus Marceilinus, the hiftoriatii was 
purfued to Amida ; which place was inveded a few days 
after by .Sapor's whole army, in which feveral princes of 
(liferent nations ferved, and ^mong the reft the king of 
Albania, and Grumbates, king of the Ghionitse, a prince 
renowned ^f or his valour and conqu^fts. Tfae Perfian took Sapor taht- 
poilefliony on his march to Amida, of two Roman forts, two Ro- 
Reman and fiuCani the foldiers who garrifoned them open- ^^"firts* 
rng the gates upon the firft fummons, though they were 
both places of great ftrength, and the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring country had retired to them with all their ef* 
fe^s. In both forts Sapor found fome virgins, confecrate^, 
to ufe the exprefiion of Ammianus, to the worfhip of God, 
according to tbe difcipline of the Chridians ; and was fo 
far from o&rii>g them any injury, that on the contrary 
he enjoined his foldiers not to interrupt or didurb them 
in their ufual exercifes of piety, hoping, by that gentle 
treatment, to remove the prejudice which his former cru- 
elties had produced in the minds of the neighbouring peo- 
ple y. 

He appeared before Amida, not with a design to befiege 
the place, but only to found the difpofition of the garri- 
fon ; and, in cafe they refufed to fubmit, to purfue his 
inarch iixto Syria, agreeable to the plan fuggefted by An- 
toninus. But the Romans having difcharged, as he ap« • 
proached tbe walls to fhew himfelf in all his pomp and 
xnzjc£ty^ a ftxower of darts, arrows, and javelins, one of 
which pierced his royal robes, and another laid the fon of 
Gfojunbates, ^ youth of great expectation, dead at his fa* 
ther's fx:cr, he was fo tranfported with rage, that laying 
afide his former fcheme, he refolved to revenge the affrorjt 
offered Xo bimfclf, and the death of the young prince, with ffg Ut^g 
the defiru£^ion of the city, and a general maiTacre of all fiege to 
its inhabitants. Never was place aflaultcd with more fury, ^f^ida» 
nor xiefended with more vigour, refolution, and intrepidity \ 
but at length mod of the garrifon being killed, and thofe 
who furvived exhaufted with labour and watching, the walls 
being in feveral places level with the ground, and the ditches 
filled up with dead bodies, the Perfians made a furious af- 
fault, and entered the town fword in hand, after having ^^i^f^^ ^i 
lain {eventy*five dayshefor^ it, and loft, during that time, ter a )fmg 
more than thirty thoufand men. The city was rafed, the and vigo* 
chief oiEcers were crucified, and the reft, with the foldiers ^°'*^ ''f^- 
and inhabicants, either pat to the fword, ot carried into ^^hn'nd 
captivity, except our hiftorian, and two or three more, ,.^y^^^ 

y Ammian. lib, xviii. p. 114.— .13s. 
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wboy in the dead of the night, efcaped through a poftern 
not obferved by the enemy. Sapor, fihding the fummer 
already far fpent, and his army greatly fatigued, returned 
to his dominions, having but little to boail of in this expe- 
dition, which cod him the lives of fo many men, and pre- 
yented him from purfuing the grand defigns faggefted hj 
Antoninus ^ Sabinianus was bufied during the whole 
time of the fiege, in exercifing his men near Sdeffa. Ur- 
ficinus was continually preffing him to take the field, and 
barrafs the enemy, by cutting off their parties^ and inter- 
cepting their convoys , but Sabinianus returned no other 
anfwer than that his inftru£^ions were not to expofe the 
army to unneceffary danger. He is fuppofed to have had 
private inftruftions from Eufebius, the favourite eunuch, 
iiis patron, to give Urficinus no opportunity of performing 
any thing that might redound to his honour *. Thus was 
that great oiEcer obliged to continue ina£live, and fee, urith 
the utmoft regret, one of the ftrongeft cities in the Eaft 
reduced, and fo many brave men fall unrevengcd. Am- 
mianus, after his efcape from Amida, found him at Mile- 
tenc, in the Lefler Armenia, on his way to. Antioch, whi- 
ther he followed him foon after. 
Urficinus From Antioch Urficinus repaired to court, where be was, 
^'^•f^f^\ to his great furprize, charged with the lofs of An^ida, and 
7ouMdin^ • ^^' ^^^ misfortunes of that unhappy campaign. Arbetio 
MoanL suid Florentius, two creatures of Eufebius, were appointed 
by the emperor to enquire into his condud, and examine 
by whofe negleft Amida was loft. Thcfc two judges, how- 
ever partial and corrupt, could not condemn Urficinus ^ 
but on the other hand not caring, through fear of offend- 
ing Eufebius, to expofe Sabinianus, ended their enquiriesy 
without clearing the former, or condemning the latter. 
Urficinus, highly provoked at fuch proceedings, appealed 
to the emperor, who he faid would not fail to punifii, with 
due feverity, the authors, whoever they were, of the late 
mifcarriages* In the tranfport of his paflion, he let drop 
the following unguarded exprefiion, viz. ^ That the em- 
peror himfelf, though he marched into Mefopotamia the 
next fpring at the head of his army, would not be able to 
protedt that country, fo long as he was thus 'governed by 
eunuchs." This reflefkion being carried immediately, to 
Uiitdif' the emperor, with malicious aggravations, Conftantius, 
^gracid. without further enquiry, ordered that brave and loyal offi- 
cer to retire to his native country, after having divelled 
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him of his employment, arid given it to Agilo, a Gerniah^ 
who, in 354, had been tribunus ftabuli, or mailer of the 
horfe. Thus was'thls weak and deluded prince induced to 
deprive himfelf, and the empire, at fo critical a conjunc- 
ture, of the (kill, counfels, and experience of ihe beft ofc 
ficcr of the age, to gratify the avarice, ambition, and revenge 
of a wicked courtier, facrificing to his private viewd the 
public intereft, and the welfare and glory both of his 
prince and country. 

In the courfe of the following year, Condantius being 7k9 Per^, 
conful the tenth time, and Julian the third. Sapor, enter- fi^''^^^^^ 
ing Mefopotamia early in the fpring, took Singara, a town ^f^^^of 
of confiderable ftrength, by: alTault, and carried both the /enteral 
garrifon and inhabitants into captivity. Then leaving Ni- plaas in 
fibis, where great part of tl\e Roman army lay encamped, Mefopoia^ 
on the left, he took his route towards Bezabde, called alfo *"** 
Phoenicia, a ftrong town on the Tigris. After feveral at- 
tacks, in which great numbers periQied on both fidesj the 
bifliop went out to exhort the king to withdraw, and 
put an end to fo deftruAive a war; biit Sapor, without re- 
turning an anfwer, purfued the fiege, made himfelf mafter 
of the place, put mod of the inhabitants to thefword, and 
carried the reft, with the biihop, and all his clergy, into 
flavery. Some fufpeded the bifhop, Heliodorus\ offe- 
cretly. favouring the Perfians ; but Ammianus clears hint 
of this charge ^ Sapor did not demoli(h Bezabde, but re- 
paired the fortifications, and leaving a garrifen in it, led 
his army againft Virta, or Birtha, on the mod diftant bor-^ 
ders of Mefopotamia ; but not berng able to reduce it, afte/ 
feveral unfuccefsful attacks, he raifed the fiege, and retired 
to his own dominions, wi^out engaging in any other en- 
terprize. While Sapor tt^s, by degrees, reduced Mefo- 
potamia, Conftantius was nill at Conftantinople, raifing 
new troops, and foliciting the Goths, and other BarbaYians, 
to join him. At length he left that metropolis, when the 
fpring was far advanced, and fet out for Syria. Upon his 
arrival at Caefarea in Cappadocia, he was met by deputies 
from Julian, who had been declared emperor at Paris. He 
was thunderftruck at the intelligence, and long in fufpenfe 
whether he fhould march againft Julian or' Sapor ; but was 
at laft perfuaded to purfue his march into the Eaft. Leav« Cor^antimi 
ing therefore Cappadocia, he advanced to Miletene in the tnarcku 
Lefifer Aimenia, paffed the Euphrates at Samofata in Syria, '«'• ^fi^ 
and arrived at Edefia in Mefopotamia, where he was oblig- P^^^^^^^ 
ed to wait the arrival of his troops and warlike engines, till 

^ Menaea, 9 Apr. p. 76. ^ Ammian. lib» xx» p. i6|. 
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after the autumnal equinox, when he purfued his march 
to Amida, which he could not behold| buried in its ruins, 
without ihedding many tears* From Amida he continued 
his route to Besabde, to retake that t)1ace ; but being in 
feveral aflaultff repulfed by the Perfian garrifon, he refolved 
to reduce it by tamine ; but the heavy rains, and fevere 
Weather, obliged him to drop the enterprize, and retire to 
Antiocb, which he did not reach before the end of the year"*. 
The Scott We ihall now return to Julian, whom we left the pre- 
arndPiSt ceding year in his quarters at Parisi where he was inform- 
^a^f»/t cd, in the beginning of the winter, that the Pifls and Ca* 
Utriuriis.\ l^donians, about this time firft diftinguiflied in hiftory by 
the name of Scoti or Scots, had invaded the Roman pro- 
Tince, and committed dreadful ravages. Upon this intel* 
ligence he detached his lieutenant Lupicinus, who had fuc- 
ceeded Severus in that poft, with fome troops into Britain. 
Lupicinus failed from Boulogne in the depth of winter, 
And in a few days reached London, where he4anded his 
forces *• But we find no farther account of this expedition 
in hiftory : and indeed Lupicinus, though he was an officer 
of great bravery and experience, had not time to perform 
any remarkable exploits, being recalled foon after, as 
will foon appear. Mean while Conftantius, intent upon 
afiembling a powerful army for his intended expedi« 
tion againft the Perfians, fent Decentius, one of his few 
Tie empe* cretaries, into Gaul, to bring all the Batavians, and other 
ror fends ' auxiliaries, with three hundred men chofen out of each 
for part of corps ferving under Julian. The emperor*s orders were 
JmUaeTs ^^^ addreffed to Julian, to whom he only wrote, caution- 
^^* ing him not to oppofe them, but to his lieutenant Lupici- 
nus, and to Gentinus, or, as others call him, Sintula, his 
tribunus ftabuli. Julian found himfelf reduced, by this 
order, to the unhappy dilemma, either of falling a facrifice 
to the refentmcnt of the emperor, if he refufed to comply 
with it, or perilhing by the arms of the Barbarians if he 
obeyed it ; being well apprifed that, unmindful of their pro- 
mifes and treaties, they would be tempted to attack Gaul as 
foon as they (aW that province deftitute of troops for its 
defence* 

In this dangeroM fituation he refolved, without hefitat« 
ing a Gngle moment, to obey, but at the fame time to re- 
nounce the dignity of Caefar, that he might not be charged 
with the lofs di Gaul. He thought himfelf however bound 
to acquaint Decentius,. that the auxiliaries raifed in Gaul 
and Germany bad entered into the fervice, on condition 

' Cod. Thcod« p* 69. « Ammian. lib. xx, p. X54, 
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ef tbeir not being obliged to pafs the Alps \ and tbat the 
violation of this article^ always infifted upoQ by the people 
beyond the Rhine, might prevent their lifting themielvea 
for the ftttiire. But Decentius, difregarding his juft re-» 
monftrances, he fubmitted to the emperor's will without 
reply. As LupicinuSf to whom the emperor's orders were Ji^m 
addrefled, was abfent in Britain, Decentius himfelf fckfted ^^^P^i 
the bcft men of each corps, not excepting Julian's own ^l^JJf, 
guards ; and Julian wrote to the refpeAive commanders, ^rdiru 
enjoining them to quit their winter-quarters, and begin 
their march without delay. This order threw Gaul into 
the utmoft confuCon ; nothing was heard but c^mplaintSf 
outcries, and lamentations^ as if the Barbarian^ had already 
entered the province : feveral libels againft Conftantius, and 
in conunendation of Julian, were privately handed about, 
and dtfperfed among the foldiery. To obviate their conw 
plaints, Julian ordered them to carry their families with 
them, fupplying them with carriages for that purpofe. 
When the troops were ready to depart, Julian advifed De- 
centius not to fuflfer them to approach Paris, where he ftill 
was in winter-quarters ; but Decentius, fearing they might 
mutiny if they left Gaul without feeing their general, con- 
dufbed them thither to take their leave of him, which prov- 
ed a very injudicious ftep. Julian received them in a moil 
obliging manner, and encouraged them chearfully to fub* 
mit to the emperor's commands, who would not fail to re- 
ward their valour. But, on the other hand, the people 
conjured him not <p abandon a country which they had de- 
fended with fo much-glory; and the foldiers fliewed % 
ftrong inclination to comply with their requeft. 

Julian, afcending the tribunal, faid, that it was not law- ^^^fi^ 
fttl for them to deliberate about a thing already decided by ^^Tf^ 
the emperor ; and upon that fubje£t made a long difcoui fe, ittfJ^iaKU 
which the foldiers heard with attention, and withdrew in 
filence. After this harangue Julian invited the chief 
o£Ecers to dinner, entertaining them with equal tendemefs 
and magnificence, and defiring them to inform him in 
what he could be ferviceable to them. The officers, greatly 
concerned to part with fo generous a commander, and to 
quit their country, returned in the utmoft affliction to their 
quarters ^ However, they continued quiet till about fun- 
fet, when the foldiers, roufed, according to ZofimusS, by 
libels difporfed prFvately among them by their officers, flew 
all at once to arms, furrounded the palace, and, with a 
tumukuous noife, proclaimed Julian emperor. Julian calls 

* Ammian. lib. xx. pt 169, Julian, ad Atben. p. ;i8, 519. S Zof, 
lib-iii' p,7io, 
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Tkiy pr$. all the gods to witnefs, that he had notthe lead ktiovlege 

fUum him of the defigo, nor the leaft fufpicion of its being in agita- 

fmfiron tion ; but was withdrawn with his wife, when he firft 

heard himfelf faluted emperbf ^. Libanius too afiures 

us, that the projeft was not premeditated, but fu<iden'. 

Julian, fhewing himfeif highly diflatisfied with the con-i 

duA of the foldiery^ ordered all the gates of the palace 

to be kept fliut ; infomuch that the foldiers, eager to fee 

him, were obliged to wait till next morning. In the mean 

* time he invoked his gods, in treating them to reveal their 

will by forae prodigy ; and they commanded him, as we 

are told, to comply with the defires of the army (W). As 

foon as day appeared, the forces, breaking down the gates 

of the palace, obliged Julian to fhew himfeif, and faluted ' 

Juhanrim him again with the title of Auguftus» which he continued 

)e3s tki to rejcft, reminding them of their duty, and pf omifing to 

"^/' J i)revai] upon the emperor to countermand the ordsrs which 

had given occafion to their complaints, mutiny, and revolt. 

But all was inefFedualj for the foldiers, apprifed that 

. Conftantius, notwithftanding all his promifes, would treat 

them as rebels, threatened Julian with inftant death if he 

perfifted any longer in declining the honour they intended 

Yr, ofFK to- confer upon him. Ko thefc menaces he yielded, and 

2gio. was thereupon borne by the foldiers on (hields, and (hewn 

A.D. 360. to the multitude, who, with loud acclamations, proclaimed 

UC. 1158. jjjj^ emperor, while an officer, named Maurus, placed 

hut h upon his head his golden collar, enriched wdth precious 

Joreedio ftoncs, inftead of a diadem. When this ceremony was 

fcttftofiu over, Julian, to animate his foldiers, promifed them five 

Eieces of gold and a ponnd weight of filver a man ^. Then 
e ihut himfelf up in the palace, difpleafed and uneafy at 
what had happened \ a circumftance which gaVe occafion 
to the report of his having been murdered. This alarmed 
the foldiery, who immediately flew to the palace, where, 
^o their great fatisfa&ion, they found him, not only fafe, 
but clad in the imperial robes '. Libanii^s writes, that the 

• 
^ Julian. Or«t. xii. p. 284. ILiban. Orat.x. p. %^\^ k Ara-» 
^ian. p. 160. Liban. Orat. v. p 179. Zof. p. ^if. ^onar. p* x8« 
t Juiiao. p. ^11, 

(W) Ai^mianus writes, that pire, as it was painted in thofc 

Julian told his friends in confi- days, and difappeared, after 

%txi^t^ that a fpe£tre appeared having uttered thcfe words, ** t 

to him that very ni|;ht, repre- am come to ftay with you, but 



ifptjng the genius of ihe em- only for a (hort tiiBe(i). 
^1^ Ami^ian. p» i6a. 
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e«nucb, hie chamberlain, had been bribed to murder him; 
and Julian him felf declares, that money had been diftribut- 
cd among the troops to corrupt thein. However that be, 
the foldiers, imagining he had been in danger, preiTed him 
to execute all the friends of Conftantius who had oppofed 
his promotion ; but he refolutcly declared, that he would 
•diot fufFer the leaft injury to be offered them ; nay, he ge- 
neroufly forgave the eunuch who had attempted to take fi'tsgim^ 
away his life. ^^-fi^J* 

Some troops had already begun their march towatds the 
Eaft ; but they were no fooner informed of what had pafTtd 
at Paris, than they returned with their leader Sintula, and 
joined the reft- Julian having aflembled them in a neigh- 
bouring plain, appeared at their head with all the eniigns 
«f majcfty ; and afcending the tribunal, in a very elegant HisJ^etek 
fpecch commended their valour, reminded them of the t^ thtfil* 
many viftories they had gained under his condu£l, encou- ^^*T!f* 
raged them to defend and prote£l a prince whom they them- 
felves had raifed, and ended with afiuring them, that he 
had determined to rule with juftice and moderation, and 
to prefer fuch only as were men of merit, without fufFering 
himfelf to be biaffed by the recommendations of any perfon 
whatever. * 

He had no (boner accepted the imperial title, than De- Dtctntius 
centius returned into the Eaft, whither he was foon fol- ^^F^fn' 
lowed by the prefedl Florentius, who, confcious of his con- fj*' ^'n^lt 
duft towards Julian, and dreading his refentment, was in ** 
fuch hafte to depart Gaul, tliat he left his whole family 
behind him ; but Julian not only allowed them to follow 
him, but ordered them to be fupplied for that purpcfe with 
carriages. Lupicinus, Julian's lieutenant, an officer 6i 
great experience, courage and addrefs, was capable of im- 
broiling matters ; but as he was ftill in Britain, Julian, by 
ordering all the veffels on the coaft to be flopped, prevented 
his receiving intelligence of what had pafled ; fo that, upon 
his landing at Boulogne to execute the emperor's orders ad- 
drefied to him, as we have related above, he was arrefted Lupicmus 
by an officer fent thither for that purpofe, but treated by ^^^ffiid^ 
Julian with the utmoft humanity and condefcenfion "*. Ju- }l^l^^^ 
Kan, convinced that the emperor would be alarmed, and '^amty!^ 
highly provoked, at what had happened, in order to appeafe Julian 
his wrath, and allay his fears, wrote a polite letter to him, fends de^ 
which he fent by two of his chief officers, Pentadius and /^«"«» ««^ 
Eutherius. He acquainted him with what had happened, '^h7t^'J\ 
pegged he would fuffi^r him to enjoy the title which he had rw* * 
;^en forced to accept, promifed to obey him, even in that 

■Ammian. p. 171* Julian, ad Atbcn.p. 515. 
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ftatxbh, tilth the fame readifiefs and alacrity as if he were 
a priYate perfem, ofi«red to fend him fome troops, and CTcn' 
to leave the nomination of the prefefk to him ; but at the 
fame time he referved to himfelf the creating of the other 
officers, and remortftrated with the greateft fubmiffion^ 
that Gaal \ras fo far from being able to fparc any of its na- 
tives, that, on the contrary, it ftood in need of affiftance 
f#dm other provinces. Julian no,t only wrote himfelf, bnt 
perfuaded the whole army to write to the emperor, earneftly 
ilfiti'eating him to cortfirm what they had done, and to agree 
^ith Juliahi who had obliged them to take an oath not to 
r^ife any diftorbances, if Conftantius fuffered him to con- 
tinue m Gaul with the title of Auguftus \ Julian con- 
VtlittA himfelf with the title of Caefar^ and he himfelf af- 
ftiits ixs, that in writing to the emperor, he never affumed 
smy other. But to this public paper, is we may (tyle it, he 
added ^ private one, highly injurious atid abufive, as we 
rekl in Amfnianus ; who tells us, that though it had been 
communicated to him, yet he fhould have thought it indc- 
ccfkt and unbecoming to infert it in hishiftory. 

The deputies from Julian found the emperor at C^ferea 
Vti Capp^ocia, who, upon his firft reading the letter, was 
fo tranfported with rage, that he drove ihem from his pre-, 
fence j arid was fome time in fufpenfe, whether he fhould 
proceed in his expedition againft the Periians, or turn his 
afms agai;ift his rival; but, upon mature deliberation, 
cooler counfels prevailed, Conftantius, difraiffing the dc- 
Conflaniius pnties^ diQ)atched Leonas, his quseftdr, into Gaol, with a 
refufes to ji^ttcr to luflian, acquaintmer him, that he could not by any 
7 ^ f^^fj, ftieans approve of his ufurpatipn, and exhorting him, as he 
gmperor. tendered his own fafety, and that of his friends, to be fatis- 
fied with the title of Csefar, which be ftill allowed him to 
cnjpy, but difappi pved and annulled every other tranfadion. 
JuHatTs Leonas foon reached PariSj where he was kindly received 
Thiflfea- ^y l^^^^^i ^^ whom he delivered the emperor^s letter. Jur 
j[^„^ Han received it fitting on his tribunal, in the prefence of 

the foldiefy and people, whom he had aifembled for that 
purpofe, and caufed it to be read ajoud. Wjien he under- 
ftbod, that the emperor would not allow hini the title of 
Auguftus, addreffing himfelf to Leonas, he told him, that 
he was willing to lay down that title, provided the army 
confented to it; but ofherwife could not, witho^it betray- 
ing, and expoCng them to the refentmeht of Conftantitis^ 
He had fcarce uttered thcfe words, when the whole af- 
fcmbly confirmed, with repeated acclamations, the title 
fhey had bellowed, declaring, that they were deterniined to 

» Amipitintlib* ^3^. p. 167. Julian, p. ^18. Zonar. p. iS« 
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fbpport him to the laft extremity. Julian wrote to the 
emperor by Leonas, aGquainting him with the difpo- 
fition of the people and foldicry, and telling him, that he' 
could not prevail upon himfelf to abandon them to his re- 
fcntmeiit. Several meflages and embaiBes pafied between 
Conftantius and Julian ; the former infixing upon his ab- 
dicating the fovereignty, and the latter declining, under va- 
rious pretences, to relinquifli the authority with which he 
had been veiled by the people, but at the fam« time afTur-' 
ing the emperor of his good intentions and real for Ins 
fervice °. 

In the mean time, the emperor being wholly engaged 
with the Perfian war in the Eaft, Julian, to keep his army 
in 2€lton, and maintain the reputation he had acquired, 
pafled the Rhine at Tricefima, which fome maintain to be 
Glcves, others Kellen, in that neighbourhood. Falling Julian 
fuddenly. upon the Atthuarii, the inhabitants of the prefent ovtr comet 
countries of Ckves and Munfter, who had made frequent '^^ /'w^tf- 
inroads into Gaul, he laid waftc their territory, killed great ^'^"" 
nunabers, and obliged the reft to fubmit to fuch laws as he' 
thought fit to impofe. In this expedition he fpent three 
months, and then repaiSng the Rhine, vifited all the forts 
on that river as far as Bade, recovered fomie places that 
were poffeffed by the enemy, fortified them, and, as the 
year was already far fpent, retired by Befan^on to Vicnnc, 
where he took up his winter-quarters ^. 

The next confuls were Fiavius Taurus, pi*efe£l of Italy, 
who had prefided the year before at the famous council of 
Rimni, and Floremius, prcfedl of Gaul, who had fled from 
that province upon the promotion of Julian. The new 
emperor, finding Conftantius would not agree to any 
terms, began to prepare for war, incited to it by magicians, 
who afiured him of fuccefs, and encouraged by feveral 
dreams, in bn^ of which he is faid to have difcovered, that 
Conftantius was near his end, and that he would die about 
the month of November ' (P). When he had made the 
neccflTary preparations for war, and was ready to march into ^ 

a Ammian. lib. xx. p. tyo. Liban. Orat. xii. p. sS6. Zonar* 
P- >9' ^ Julian. Epift- xxxviii, p. i3p« P Liban, Orat. xii. 

p. ft86. Ammian. lib. xx- p. 179. 

(P) He ftill made an outward though he had long fince rc- 

profeflion of the Chriftian re- nounccd it in his heart, and 

lig^on, fkys Ammianus(i), to embraced the religion of the 

talii the Chriftians to his party ; ancient Romans. 

(i) Ammian. lib. xxi. p. iSo, 
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1tz\jy and thence into the Eaft, againft Conftantius^ if he 
perfiiled in refufing him the title of emperor, advice was 
brought that the Alemans, and» among the reit> the fubjecls 
of Vadomarius, whofe country lay near Bafle, had invaded 
Gauly on the fide of Rhxtia, and committed dreadful ra- 
vages. Vadomarius pretended to have the greateft refped^ 
imaginable for Julian, and to be much concerned for the 
hoftilities committed by his countrymen ; but in the mean, 
time, Julian having intercepted a letter from that prince to 
Conftantius, filled with bitter inveftives againft himfelf, 
found means to have him arrefted at a banquet, and 
banifhed into Spain. He had already fent Libano, one 
of his comnianders, with a ftrong detachment againft the 
Alemans ; but he being killed, and his men routed, near 
Sanflioy now Seckingen, in the neighbourhood of Bafle, 
Julian advanced in perfoti againft them, pafTed the Rhine, 
where coming upon them unexpe6iedly, he flew great 
numbers, and obliged the reft to reftore the booty they 
had taken, and fue for peace ^ which he granted upon hi$ 
own terms. 

In the mean time, Conftantius having ordered magazines 
to be formed at Brian9on in Dauphine, at Bregentz on th^ 
lakp of Conftance, a,nd at feveral other places on the Alp^ 
Julian concluded from thence, that he was determined upon 
V/ar. Refolving, therefore, to be beforehand with him, he 
threw off the mafk, and obliged his foldiers to take an oath 
of allegance to him ; which they all did very readily^ ex- 
cept Nibridius, who had fucceeded Florentius in the pre- 
f^^ure of GauK That officer frankly declared, that he 
would not, upon any confideration whatfoever, take an 
oath, which obliged him to draw his fword againft his 
lawful fovereigh. Upon this refufal, Julian fufiered him 
to retire unmolefted' into Hetruria^i. In his room, Julian 
appointed Germanicus to difcharge the funftions of the 
prefedl. As thus obliging the foldiers to take an oath of 
allegiarjce to himfelf was openly revolting from Conftan? 
^ius, he wrote to feveral cities, and among the reft to 
Athens, Laced^mon, and Corinth, acquainting them with 
tb^ motive? that had induced him to take that ftep. Ju*- 
lian, now finding he could depend upon the fidelity of his 
army, and refolved to purfue his defigns with vigour, de- 
tached part of his forces into Pannonia underthe conduflof 
Nevita, Jovinus, and Jovius, ordering them to take different 
routes, that they might feem the more numerous, and ftrike 
^he greater terror into the enemy, while he, leaving Balle| 
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marched through woods and by-ways into lUyricum. Ncvita, f/> r^ts §iU 
Jovinu9, andjovius, commanded about twenty thoufand en his 
men, but Julian himfelf was attended by no more than three ff^rcA^ 
thoufand. They were all dirS£ked to meet at Sirmium, the 
place of the general rendezvous. ' Upon intelligence of Ju- 
lian's march, Taurus, prefeft of Italy, and Florentius, 
whom Conftantius had lately appointed prefcft of lUyri- 
cum, abandoning their provinces, fled to the emperor to 
acquaint hini with the motions of Julian. As they were 
both confuls this year, Julian ordered them, if Zofimus is 
to be credited', to be ftigmatized in all the public afls 
with the epithet of the Runaway Confuls. By their flight 
Julian became mafter of Italy without ftriking a blow, and 
likewife of Sicily, whither he fent fome troops, with or- 
ders to keep themf<;lves in readinefs to pafs over into 
Africa. The different detachments, conducted by Julian 
and the three above mentioned commanders, purfued their 
march with fuch expedition, that in ten or eleven days time 
they all arrived in the neighbourhood of Sirmium, which 
Julian entered in triumph > Lucilianus, who commanded 
there for Conftantius, having been furprifed the night be- 
fore, and taken prifoner, by one of Julian's parties* 

He remained but two days at Sirmium, being eager to Maht 
make himfelf mafter of the important pafs of 3ucidava, di- Mmfeif 
viding Illyricum from Thrace, which he occupied accord- ^J^J^^f^ 
ingly without oppofition. Having left a ftrong garrifon ^W^*"^ 
under the command of Nevita, be returned to Naiflus, 
where he feems to have continued till the death of Con- 
ftantius. During his'refidence, he raifed Aurelius Viftor, 
the hiftorian, to the government of Pannonia Secunda, 
and wrote to the Roman fenate a letter filled with bitter 
inveftives againft Conftantius, which was ill received by 
the people, and is feverely condemned by Ammianus him- 
felf •* While Julian lay at Naiflus, without the leaft ap- 
prehenfion of an enemy at his back, two of Conftantius's 
legions, and a cohort of archers, who had been ordered 
into Gaul, furprifed on their march the city of Aquileia, ^^^ cannot 
and defended it with fuch vigour and riefolution, that Ju- re^ue^ Li- 
lian could not, with all his efforts, reduce it : they, were yw^w. ^ 
commanded by Nigrinus, who defended the place till two 
pionths after the emperor's death, and was even then with '' 
difficulty prevailed upon to fubmit to Julian ^ ; 

Conftantius, being returned from Mefopotamla to An- tf^g ^^a^. 
tiQch ip the latter end of the preceding year, married in rormarria 

Fauftina, 

r %o{. p. 71S. f Ammian* p. 190. Liban. Qrat. xi* p. 254. 
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th^t city, with great folemnity, Maxima Fauftina, Eufebia 
being dead feme time before. Of the parentage and qua- 
lities of this emprefs, no mention is made by the ancients. 
All we know of her is, that after the death of Conftantius 
fte was delivered of a daughter, named Flavia Maxima 
Conftantiai who was afterwards n^rried to the emperor 
Gratian % Tlie emperor fpent the remaining part of the 
winter in preparing for his intended expedition againft the 
Perfians, being refolved to terminate that war, or at leaft 
to fecure the empire on that fide, before he marched into 
the Weft againft Julian* In the mean time Saper, having 
affembled a powerful army, took the field, and advanced to 
the banks of the Tigris, with a defign to pafs that river^ 
and purfue his march to the Euphrates. This intention 
Conftantius no fooner underftood than he left Antioch $ 
and croffing the Euphrates, advanced to Edefla ; whence be 
fent pait of his army, under the command of Arbetio and 
Agile, to the banks of the Tigris, with exprefs orders not 
to expofe the troops wantonly to dangers. About this time 
the emperor received certain intelligence, that Julian had 
already made himfelf mafter of lilyricum, and the impor- 
tant pafs feparating that country from Thrace. He was 
thunderftruck with thefe news; but the very next day an 
exprefs arrived from his generals on the banks of the Tigris, 
aiTuring him, that Sapor, intimidated by unlucky omens^ 
^^Y had marched back to his own dominions with his whole 
jiAture tr , ^^^^^ Conftantius, overjoyed at thefe tidings, immediately 
l^ft Mcfopotamia, and returned to Antioch, with a defign 
10 march without delay againft Julian, encouraged in this 
refolution by his army, who declared with one voice, that 
they were ready to facrifice their lives in fo juft and ho- 
nourable a caufe. 
Yr. of Fl. In the mean time, he difpatched Arbetio with a ftrong 
*'*^' detachment to the ftreights of Sucidava, where Julian was 
U C II Q ^^<^"^^^i*^F ^is forces in order to invade Thrace, and follow-* 
' ed in perfon with the reft of his army about the latter end 

The empe- of. the autumn. Upon his arrival at Tarfus in Cilicia, ho 
r»r march' was feized with a feverifli diftemper, occafioned chiefly hf 
fs agaif^ the uneafinefs and perplexity of his mind ; but believing he 
juliani {hould get the better of it by motion and exercife, he pur-i» 
fued his march to Mopfucrene, on the borders of Cilicia^ 
at the foot of Mount 'Faurus, where, by the violence of his 
diftempev, which increafed daily, he was obliged to hslt, 
kut dies at In that place all remedies proving inefTe^ual, be died on 
-*^/^«- the third of November, in the forty-fifth year of his age, 

« Cange Byz. Fam^ p. 48* 

and 
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and the thirty-eighth of his reign, reckoning from the time 
he bad been created Caefar, but only the twenty- fifth fince 
the death of his father. Julian was no fooner informed of 
his death, than he left Illyricum, and on the eleventh of 
December arrived at Conftantinople, whither he caufed the 
corpfe of the deceafed prince to be brought by Jovian, af- 
terwards emperor, and ordered it to be interred with the 
ufual folemnity in the church of the Apoftles *. Julian 
himfelf ailifted at the ceremony in his purple robes^ but 
without the other enfigns of his dignity *. 

As for hischarader, all the ancients, whether Chriftians His cha-^ 
or Pagans, paint him as a weak and vain prince : he was raSier. 
entirely j;overned by the eunuchs of the court* efpeciaJly 
by his chamberlain Eufebius. He admitted none to his His bad 
confidence but fuch as were well (killed in flattery ; whence qualitie€* 
he had none about him but fuch as, by approving all his 
meafures, ftudied to gain his favour, and raifc them- 
felves. It has been already obferved, that he afcribed to 
himfelf the glory of viftori^s gained by hisi officers, and 
fpoke of them as if he had fought in pcrfon at the head of / 

the vidorious armies. The Chriftian writers, both Arian 
and orthodox, complain of his afluming too much in eccle- 
fiaftic matters. Under him employments were not given 
to the mod deferving men, but to fuch only as were moft 
able to purchafe them of the eunuchs, and other favourites. 
The unhappy people in the provinces were miferably op- 
prefled by their governors, who made it their bufinefs to 
repay thf mfelves the fums which they had difburfed, and to 
heap up money to purchafe other more profitable employ** 
ments. He was io jealous of his authority, and of fuch a 
timorous and fufpicious temper, that upon the leaft appear- 
ance of a plot, he put numbers of perfons to death, fre* 
quently confounding the innocent with the guilty, diough 
aocufed by perfons altogether unworthy of credit. The in- 
famous tribe of informers increafed under him to fuch a 
number, that no man of fortune, however innocent, was . 
fafe ^. As he bad no great genius or capacity himfelf, he 
hated all men of letters, and difcoantenanced every liberal 
art and fcience; therefore freedmen only applied them- 
(elves to the ftudy of the law, and that of eloquence was 
entirely negleded : to be a great philofopher was reckoned 
a crime, Conftantius canfidering the pfailofophers as magi* 
ciansy againft whom he ena^ed moft rigorous laws '. 

w AniQ. lib. xxi. p. ftos. Socrit. lib. iii. cap. i. p. 168. Pane^, 
SLt p. ftig. X Ltban. Orat. aii.p.^S9« X Anomian. lib. juu* 

p. ao3. X^iban. Ql^u juuiii. p. ^u « Satrofp. lib. x^v. p. 44* 

How- 
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However, he founded and endowed a library at Condati* 
tinopie, enriched it with a large colIe£lion of choice books, 
and appointed a perfon, with a liberal falary, to take care 
of it *. 

Hit good ^^^ amolig fo many defers, he had fome good qualities. 

quabties. In crimes of treafon, real or only fufpcfted, he behaved like 
a tyrant, fays Ammianus ; but in other refpe£ts was not a 
bad prince. He was of a very low .ftaturc, fays the fame 
writer, but enured to fatigue ; and performed the military 
cxercifes, efpccialiy thofe of the infantry, with wonderful 
addrefs. He was fati^fied with a frugal diet, ilept little, ati 
utter ftranger to luxury, and of fuch chaftity and temper- 
ance, as not to be even fufpe£^ed of thofe vices which ufu- 
allypfcvail in courts. He is generally thought to have been 
the author of the law condemning to death thofe who were 
found guilty of unnatural crimes **• He fometimes per- 
formed the meaneft duties of a foldier, but at the fame 
time knew how to maintain the grandeur and majefty of 
his ftatioTi ^, He defpifed popularity ; and his ai&£lation 
was truly ridiculous : he appeared in public like a ftatue, 
without moving his head or hands, without fpitting, or 
blowing his nofe, leA he (hould by fuch vulgar a£kions de«* 
grade the majefty and grandeur of an emperor. Though 
he had no genius either for poetry or eloquence, yet be 
was not entirely unacquainted with polite literature **. Ar- 
relius Viftor and Eutropius commend him for the great 
refpedl;^ he always (hewed to hia father, for his extraordinary 
modefty, and for rewarding ferviccs with uncommon gc- 
jierofity *. Themiftius extols his magnificence, and ob- 
ferves, that he enriched all his friends ^ He finiflied the 
avails of Conftantinople, begun by his father ;' repaired,, at 
a, great pxpence, many of the buildings; and embclliflied 
the city with fountains, b^ths, and other ftately edifices. 
^ He was a zealous promoter of the Chriftian religion, and 
ena£bed feveral laws, of which we have taken notice in the 
hiftory of his reign, for the total fuppreffion of idolatry. 
He built a great number of churches, and among the reft 
the famous cathedral of Emefa an Syria, and the great 
church of Alexandria, called Cxfarea. That of St. Sophia 
at Conftantinople was the work of Conftantine, though 
commonly afcribed to his fon Conftantius «. He not only 
built, but endowed and enriched many churches with great 

» Thcmift. Orat. ill. p. 45. bCod.Tbeod. ix. tit. r-lcg. j- 

p. 59. c Ammian. lib, xxi. p» 200. . <* Aur. Vid. p. 87- 

e £utrop. p. 1S3. f Themift. Orat iv. p. 6a. s Socra.. 

p- 94* Cing« urb. Canftantia, Defcript. p. 144., 145. 

revenues 4 
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revenues ; and (hewed, on all occafions, an extraordinary 
rcfpeft and efteem for the clergy, efpecially the bifhops, re- 
ceiving their WcfTing in a hunjble pofture, entertaining 
them at his table^ and exempting them from all impofts and 
taxes '(G). ^^^^^ 

^ Hilar, contra. Conllant. Orat. p. 1131 ii4« 
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(G) But thefe favours he 
beftowed on thofe alone who 
profeffed the do^lrine of Arlus. 
The orthodox bifliops were 
driven from their fees, and ei- 
ther baailhed, or imprifoned ; 
and fome Of them were, by 
the authority or connivance of 
the emperor, put to death. But 
to give an account of this per- 
fecution is not our province, 
but that of the ecclefiaftic wri- 
ters. 

Among the men of learning 
who flouriihed under Conftan- 
tius, St. Jerom mentions Gen- 
nadius, Petrus, Vidorinus, Mi- 
nervius, Alcimus, Delphidius, 
and Donatus ( i ). All we know 
of the two firft, is, that they 
were both celebrated lawyers ; 
that the former lived at Rome, 
and the latter at Saragofa in 
Spain {2). Of Vidlorinus we 
fhall fpeak hereafter. Tibe- 
rius Vidtor Minervius taught 
eloquence at Conflantinople, at 
Rome about the year 353, and 
at Bourdeaux, the place of his 
nativity (3% He is lavilhly 
commended by Aufonius, who 
is proud of having (ludied under 
bira (4). Latinus Alethius 
Alcimus was a native of the 
Agenois, or territory of Agen, 
and is by Aufonius numbered 

(i) Hier. Cbron. (2) Idem ibid. (3) Idem ibid. & 

Aufon. de ProfeiT. fiurdigal. carm. i. p. 137. (4} Aufon. ibid, 

carm. vi. Ip. 150. (5) Idem ibid. carm. ii. p. 141. (6) Sidon. 

lib. viii. epift. 11. p. 230. (7} Aufon. ibid. carm. v. p. 147. 

(8) Hier. inRuf. lib. i. cap. 4. p. 9.0%: Ctlfliod. de Ortbogr. p. 255, 
2S^« (9) Vide Ba'iUtt. cap, 6zo. p. 34. & Salmaf, in Not. in 

Spart* p* S4I, 

that 



among the profcflbrs of Bour- 
deaux (j). He published fome 
works, m which he praifed the 
emperor Julian, and SalluH, 
who was prefed of Gaul under 
that prince (6) ; but none of 
them have reached our times. 
Atticus Tyro Delphidius, the 
fon of the orator Patera, or Pa- 
terius, acquired great reputa- 
tion by his poems (7). Dona- 
tus, under whom St. Jerom ftu- 
died, taught grammar at Rome 
with great reputation in 354, 
wrote comments on Terence 
and Virgil, and publifhed fe- 
veral grammatical pieces, often 
quoted by Caffiodorus, who 
judged them more proper for 
children, thaii any thing writ- 
ten by other grammarians (8). 
Nonius Marcellus, another ce- 
lebrated grammarian, lived, as 
is fuppofed, about the time of 
Conftautius, and was, as we 
gather from the title of his 
work on the propriety of Latin 
words, a native of Tivoli, aqd 
a Peripatetic philofopher (9). 
The works of Sextus Pompeius 
Feftus bear a much better cha- 
ra6ter than thofe of Marcellus. 
He wrote on the fignification of 
words ; but his work, which 
,was only an epitome of what 
Vcrrius Fiaccus had written on 
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Before we proceed to the biftory of Julian's reign, it wiU 
not be foreign to our purpofe, to give the reader a fuccin£b 
accountof the birth, parentage, education, and ftudies of a 
prince fo much fpoken of by the ecclefiailic writers. Julius 



that fubje^t in the time of Au- 
guflus, was abridged in the time 
of Charlemagne by Paulus Dia« 
conus : and to this abridgemeiit 
is owing the lofs of the much 
greater part of that which was 
done by Feftus ( i ) . Some ma- 
nufcripts hare reached our 
times on the art of furveying or 
meafuring land, written by In- 
nocentius, probably the furvey- 
or of that name, who, accord- 
ing to Ammianus Marcel Un us, 
was at the court of Conftantius 
in 359 (2). Vindanius Ana- 
tolius, a native of Berytus, 
wrote ten books on Agricul- 
ture, containing many ufeful 
rules, blended with fome fuper- 
flitious and heatlienilh obiierva- 
tions (3). Part of that work 
has reached our times ; but the 
author is there ftyled Vindamo- 
nius,andnotVindanius. Sextus 
Aurclius Vi(51:or may be ranked 
among the writers who flourifli- 
ed under Conftantius, though 
he died long after him, iince, 
in his reign, he wrote his hif- 
tory of the Roman emperors. 
He is commonly thought to 
have been a native pf Africa, 
•and to have been born of poor 
parents in fome village of that 
country (4), He was, at lea ft 
when he wrote his biftory, a 
pagan, as muft evidently appear 
to all who perufe it. Gotho- 
frcdus pubfiftied in 1628, an 
ancient defcription of the world, 
as he ftyles it, compiled in the 

(i) Vade Baitlet. p. 30, 35, (•) Ammian, lib. xlx< p. 149* 

(3) Phot. cap. 163. p. ^49. (4) Voff.Hift.Lat. p. 196. 

(5) Gothofred. Vetus Orb. Defcrip. p. is, & 33. (6) Firm. Ma- 

tern, cap. %i, BibU Patr. torn. iv. p. 99. (7) Baron, ad 

Aim. 337. (8) Vide Du Pin, p. 577. (9) PoftVvin. p 998- 

Conftantius 



time of Conftantius, and not of 
Conftantine, as we read in the 
tejct, after that prince had 
finifhed the port of Seleucia, 
and after the earthquake which 
overturned the city of Duras (5). 
Julius FirmicusMatern us, who 
douriftiedat the fame time, was 
not only a Chriftian, but a zea- 
lous defender of the religion he 
profefted; for he addrefled a 
work to the two emperors, Con- 
ftantius and Conftans, animat- 
ing them to complete the de- 
ft ru6tion of idolatry. This 
work is intitled The Errors and 
Falllioods of Profane Religions 
(6). The author is diftinguifti- 
ed, in the title of the work, 
with the epithet of clarillimus, 
which was peculiar to the fena- 
tors of Rome, and fufEciently 
confutes the opinion of Bare- 
nius, who infifts upon his hav- 
injg been bifliop of Milan (7) 
Eight books on judicial aflro- 
logy were publifljed about the* 
fame time by Julius Firmicus 
M^ternus, who was iikewifea 
Roman fenator, and is there- 
fore by fome writers confound- 
ed with the above mentioned 
author (8) ; but Poffevinus 
maintains them to be two dif- 
ferent writers (9) : and indeed 
the aftrologer Is ftyled, in the 
tiUc of his work, Julius Firmi- 
cus Maternus junior j and the 
work itfelf is altogether un- 
worthy of a Chriftian. 
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Conftantius, the brother of ConftantiTtc the Gfcat, had two Births gHu<- 
U'ives ; Galla^ by whom he had Gallus Csefar, and other ^^^/^";/^'' 
children, whofe names are unknown; and Bafilina, defcend- pf Julian, 
ed of an illuftrious family^ being the daughter of one Ju- 
lian who was prefeii, and the fifter of another whawas 
count of the Eaft. The furname of Anicius was common 
to both, and the Anician famiJy was one of the moft illuf-. 
trious in Rome. He Was named Julian from his grandfa-* 
ther on thd* mother's fide, and is ftyled in all ancidnt irt* 
fcriptions Julianus Flavius Claudius. He was of low fta*^ 
ture, and a difagreeable afpeft, which was, befides, dis- 
figured with a long beard, as rcprefented in moft of his me- 
dals; but at the fame time w'ell-fhaped, a£live, and of great 
addrefs in every kind of cxercife *. 

His mind was endowed by nature with an extraordinary End^wtd 
capacity : he learned with furprifing quicknefs, and never *u^t*^g^'^ 
forgot what he had once known ; infomuch, that thpfe, ^^/^"^* 
whofe province it was to inftrufl him^ though perfons emi- 
nent in every branch of learning, complained that he tod 
foon exhauftcd their ftock of knowlege * : on which account 
he is by fome writers equalled, and by others preferred, to 
the greateft men Greece ever produced K However, he was 
much bettef »:q«ainted with the Greek than the Latin tongue s 
in the former he rivalled the beft writers ; but did not ex* 
eel, according to Eunapius "*, in the latter. His eloquence ijiselih- ' 
was eafy and flowing, and accompanied by a graceful de- qutnce. 
livery. In his anfwers unftudied he difplayed an uncom- 
Ihon penetration, vivacity, and prefence of mind, and, in 
the greateft dangers, an undaunted courage and intrepidity **. 
But whether the folidity of his judgement was equal to the 
brightnefs of his genius, we (hall leave the reader to judge 
from his actions. He was naturally of ar mild temper, had His temper. 
a violent thirft fcifter glory, was greatly attached to his own 
opinion, which he frequently preferred to the advice of hid 
ableft counfellors, and ftrangely addicted to fatire and rail- 
lery •• He was brought up at Conftantinople till the death 
of his uncle Conftantine, which was followed by the maf- 
facrc of all his relations, in which were involved among 
the reft the father and eider brother of Julian } but Julian 
himfelf was fpared on account of his infancy, being then 
but fix or (even years old, as was his brother Gallus, be« 
Caufe he happened to be at that time ill of a fever, and 
thought paft recovery p. 

* Ammian. lib. xxli. p. 226, k Eunap. cap. 5. p. 68, 1 Idem, 
p. 5?9. & ViA. epit p. 5415. » Eunap. cap. 5. p. 68, n Am- 
mian. lib. xviii, p. XT4. o Socr. Hb.iii. cap. i. p, 11^9, p* Ju- 
lian, ad Atben. p. 497. Liban. Orat. xii. p* %H* 

V<rtL.XlV, O Julian 
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is ordirgd 
to quit Conm 
ftantinopU. 
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JCilian, at fcvcn years old, was put under the tuition of 
an eunuch named Mardonius> who difchargedhis truft with 
'great care, infpiring him with an averfion to atl nianner 6f 
fports and diverfions, and teaching him how to conquer his 
pailions, and get the better of his evil inclinations. The 
emperor afterwards committed the care of his education to 
Eufebius bifliop of MIcomedia, a leading man among the 
Brians, by whom he was in drudged partly at Nicomedia, 
and partly at an eftate in Bithynia left him by his grand- 
mother, where he planted a vineyard with his own hands. 
He took great delight in this place ; but nevenhelefs be- 
llowed it afterwards on one of his friends ^. At the age of 
fourteen or fifteen, he was, by the emperor's orders, fent 
with his brother Gallus, who had been hitherto confined 
to his eftate in Ionia, to a caftle called Macella, in the 
neighbourhood of Csefarea in Cappadocia. There they had 
a royal palace for their habitation, a handfome allowance, 
a noble court, and the heft mafters to inftru£l them in all 
the fciences ; but at the fame time wft-e fuxrounded by the 
eunuchs of the court, and kept in a manner prifoners ^ In 
this exile or retreat they continued fix years ; that is, till 
the fifteenth of March 351, when Gallus was created Cae* 
far. The emperor's chief attention was to appoint them 
fuch mafters as were capable of infpiring them with fenti- 
ments of piety, and inftrufting them in the duties of the 
Chriftian religion, which they were taught to pra£life, by 
converCng only with perfons of religious and exemplary 
lives. From this retreat Gallus was called to court, and 
created Caefar, in the beginning of the year 35-1, and foon 
after the emperor was, with difficulty, prevailed upon to al* 
low Julian to quit Marcella, and purfue his ftudies at Con* 
ftantinople, where he faw his brother, as he pafled through 
that city on his journey into'the Eaft, with the title of Ca* 
far *. At Conftantinople Julian ftudied oratory under a fo- 
phift of no great eloquence, but chofen by Cdnftantius for 
bi^ preceptor, becaufe he ufed, in all his declamations, to 
inveigh againft the idolatrous worftiip of the pagan gods. 

Jiilian's conduct at Conftantinople, his application, and 
infinuating behaviour, foon gained him the affe£lions of 
the inhabitants of that city, though he appeared in the 
Ijchools like a private perfon ; and, following the diredions 
pf the eunuch Mardonius, carefully avoided the leaft mark 
of diftinftion. This popularity no fooncr came to the cars 
of the jealous emperor, than he ordered him to leave Con- 



9 Xulian. Epift.xWi. p. 1991 aoo. 
• Arnmian. lib. xv* p. 34* 



' Julian, ad Atben. p. 499* 
ftantinoptei 



I 



WWu^ 



■'The Conjtantinopolitan Htftoryi 195^ 

ftantiTiople, and fetire to.Nicotnedia, or^hat other place 
in Afia he pleafed ; but ftriftly enjoining him ttot to. fre- 
quent the fchool of Libanius, a Pagan fophift of great Re- 
futation ^ who, -being driven out of Conftantinople, had 
Tbpcned a fchool at Nicomedia ; from which city he was like- 
wife obliged to depart foon after, and retire to Antioch, the 
place o^ his nativity '. The fophift too, under whom Jui. 
iian ftudied at Conftantinople, prevailed upon him to pro- 
•mife, and folemnly fwcar, that he would never hear the 
lectures of Libanius. Julian obferved his oath ; but as he 
had a great efteem for that orator, he privately read his 
' works, ancl imitated his ftyle with greater fuccefs than thof6 
who had ftudied tinder him (H). 

"Upon the ruin of his brother Gallus, he was vcry\near hfufpeSU 
undergoing the fame fate, being unjuftly charged with fe- ofafpirit^ 
veral crimes, and fufpffted of afpiring to the fovereigntyi '^ thefo- 
The emperor, therefore, ordered him to be arreftedj and '^*^'^l^^h 
icept him feven months furrounded by guards, fometim€$ 
in one place, and fometimes in another % but moftly at 

t £0 nap. cap. 14. p. 131. Liban. Vit. p. iS. Sotrat* p, x6^. 
■ Liban. ibid, p. 167. Julian, ad Athem p. 50i« 

(H) During his ftay at Nice- iincete and zealous Chriftianj 

media, he became acquainted caufing his head to be fhaved^' 
with Maximus of Ephefus, a " fays Sozomen, imitating the 

Pagan philofopher of great re- drefs and manners of a monk, 

putation, and much addided to and performing the office of a 

the ftudy of magic; who flatter- reader in the principal church 

ing him with the hopes of be- of Nicomedia, while he at the 

ing one day emperor, infpired famfe time privately adored the 

him with an ayerfion to the heathen deities, and caufed 

Chriftiao religion, which con- himfelf to be inftrudted in the 

demns all magical pra£tices (i). ridiculous myfleries of magic* 

Libaniua writes, that the pre- Gallus, who reflded at Antioch, 

ccpts and inftruftions of a phi- hearing of his brother V incli- 

lofopher in Ionia, meaning, no nation to idolatry, endeavoured, 

doubt, Maximus, made fuch a by Several warm and pious epif- 

deep impreffion oh the nfeid of ties, to confirm him m the true 

•'Julian, that he immediately" re- religion, and divert him frorti 

Bounced the Chriftian religion, theworfliip of the Pagan gods, 

^nd embraced that of the Ro- But the facrilegious curiofity of 

mans. However, he was fo knowing future events, fays 

far from owning his. real fenti- Gregory Nazianzen, and the 
mcnts, that, on the contrary, ..defire of reigning, prevailed 

he affedied thq appearance ot a over all other confiderations (2}^ 

(■) Socrat. lib^ iii. cap. 1. p. 165. Soz. lib. v« cap. z. p. 594. Libati.' 
Orat. V. p. 175. ' (a) Greg.Naz. Orat. iii. p. 86. 

'^ O a Milan, 
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Milant where the emperor himfe}f r^HdM j for he tells vA, 
that he was confined fix months in the great city, which 
was the emperor's abode ; and that^ during the whole dme 
ke was detained there» he was but once admitted to fee tbe 
emperoTi and then by the mediation of the empreis £ufe^ 
bia, who prevailed upon her huiband to hear him^ and en* 
cotiraged him to defend himfelf with co«ifidence \ a ta& 
which he performed^ without either juftifyiiig) throttghfear 
or complaifance, the emperor^s proceedings againft his bro- 
ther, or provoking his vengeance, by complaining of the 
hard nfage he himfelf had received. Confiantius promiled 
him a fecond audience, which was put off from day to day, 
under various pretences, by the eunuch Eufebius, the em- 
peror's great chamberlain, who apprehended that Julian 
might, by degrees, gain not only the prince's favour, bat 
confidence^. However/ Conftant^us being convinced <rf^ 
his innotence, by means of tffe emprefs, he was allowed 
to return into hts own country \ that, is, to his mother'!^ 
cftate in Ionia or Bithynia. A report, however, being 
ipready before ne departed, that Africanus had revolted in 
Iliyricum, Gbnftantius would not fufFer him to return to 
Afia ; but, at the requeft of Eufebia, permitted him to go 
into Greece, which he preferred $Q all other places, being 
defirous, as he pretended, to perfe£l himfelf in the fciences ^ 
but his real defign was to confer with t^e magicians at 
Athens, whom be believed more &illed in that art than 
thofe in Afia * (I). During his refidence at Athens he be- 
came familiar with the moil zealous advocates for Paganifm, 
and the perfons beft verfed in magic, exprefling to them, 
in confidence, his concern for the downfal of Paganifm, 
and his defire and intention of reftoring it to its former luftre* 
hfintfir ^'^ ^^ \ieevk but a very fliort tixiie at Athens, when be 
by thetm^ was necatted to anend the emperor at MHaa \ who, it feemi^ 
■ptror. had already determined to raifc him to the dignity of C«far. 
Julitin left Greece with regret, refolving not to accept tie 
dignity with v^^hich he imagined the emperor defigncd ti> 
inveR him, either becaufe he loved a retired life, as libah 
nius would make us believe, or rather dreading the fate of 

*" V JuHan. ad Athen. p. 501. Liban. Orat. xii. p. s^j. ' £a* 
nap. cap. 5. p« 74. Themift. p. 479. 
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Ks brother, as he himfelf informs us. On his arrival at 
Milan, he lodged in a houfe without the city, where he wjas 
fplendidljr entertained by the eunuchs of the emprefs. Con- 
ftantius was not then at Milan ; but he returned foon after 
to that city, and immediately communicated to his friends 
his intention of raifing Julian. They did all that lay in 
their power to divert him from this deGgn ; but Eufebia^ 
who faroured Julian, prevailed. The emperor ordered him 
to (have his long beard, to quit his philofophical cloak, and 
appear in the attire of a military man, and the garb of a 
4X>urtier. As he had hitherto led the life of a philofbpher, 
his aukwardnefs in adling a part he had never been accuf- 
tomed to, aflbrded, for Tome time, no fmall diverfion to 
the other courtiers r. The emperor affigned him an apart-* 
ment in the palace, which he entered with dread and ter* 
ror, TtfLtGtiWj that he was to live among thofe who had 
ihed the blood of his father and brothers, and mafiacred his 
whole family. When he found the emperor, in fpitc of 
his remonftrances,refolved upon his promotion, he earneftly 
intreated him to appoint luch minifters and officers to, 
ferve under him as might fupply his want of experience^ 
and to give him in writing dire£tions relating to his whole 
condud, that his only bufinefs might be to obey *. Con- 
ftantius encouraged him, and having difpelted his fears, 
ordered him to wait on the emprefs, who removed all his 
apprehenfions '. At length, on the fixth of November, JuBau is 
355, he was declared Cxfar with the ufual folemnity, ap- ^ichrid 
pointed governor of Gaul, and a few days after, by the in- ^^f^* 
tereft of Eufebia, married to her fitter Helena. "We have 
related above in what manner he was treated, and how 
narrowly watched, after his promotion. His houfhold waa 
changed, and, of his former domeftics, only four were re- 
tained ; two youths, his phyfician, and his nbrarian^ : the* 
latter alone was privy to his fentiments touching religion. 
He left Milan on the firft of December, and arrived at 
Vienne in Gaul about the end of the year. His warlike 
exploits, already defcribed in the reign of Conftantius, 
fecm to us altogether furprifipg, when we refleft that they 
were performed by one who was yet very young \ who had 
been brought up m the country, and among books, and 
confequently was obliged to karn the firft rudiments of w^r 
while he was leading the army to battle *• 

r Julian, ad Athen. p. 505, 506. « Ammian. lib. xv. p. 47. 

•Ckrqn. Akex* p. <8o. Socr»t. lib. li. cap^ 34. ^ LtbaiL Oraf • 

ix* p» %}j^* « Juliaji. ibid. p. iSo« 
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His eon* Durhig hi)? ftay in Gaul, as foon as he had quitted the- 

duSm fi/eld, he applied himfelf to his (hidies> efpecially to that of 
^^*^* pbilofophy, but without negle£ling the other fciences ; in 
which he made an aftonifhing progrefs, being, according 
to Ammianus, not only an excellent philofopher, but an 
eloquent orator, a good poet, well verfed in the Homan and 
other hidories, thoroughly acquainted with the Greek tongue, 
and converfant in the Latin, in which he exprefled himfelf 
with great eafe ^. As Julian delighted in learning, men of 
letters iflocked to him, while he was in Gaul, from all parts, 
efpecially from Greece ; and among the reft the pontiff of 
Eleufina, with whom he pra£lifed the myfteries in private, 
^jid confulted the arufpices and augurs; for, though he. 
outwardly profefTed the Chriftian religion, he was a bea-^ 
then in his heart, and facrificed every morning to Minerva 
ifi hi^ plpfet*. 
His fxiigM" He pbfervcd great temperance and fobriety in his diet, 
%• remembering, fays Aipmianus, the faying of Cato the 

elder, that ^' Whoever thinks too much of his table, thinks 
little of virtue-" Having this maxim conftantly in his 
mind, he would not even fufFer his table to be ferved after 
the manner prefcribcd by Conilantius, who had given him 
infl:ru£lion6 under his own hand, as we have obferved be- i 
fore, which were to be the rules of his conduft, and dc- | 
fcended even to his diet ; but contented himfelf with the | 
food of the common foldiers. As he fed fparingly, he was 
fetisfied with little fleep, repofing on a fkin fpread on the 
' ground, and awaking when he pleafed, which was con-, 
ftantly about midnight: the reft of the night he employed 
in writing, reading) and vifiting before break of day the 
' centries and guards in their different ftations ; from this no 

}i€ hates inclemency of weather ever diverted him ^ He never fufFer- 
allfportu ^j pj^yg jQ be exhibited buf on the firft day of the year, and 
fhen not for his own diverfion (for be defpifed all fports, 
even thofe of the circus), but to comply with an ancient 
^uftom, and to hu^lour the populace. No dancers, come- 
dians, players \ipQn inftruments, or buffoons, we^e fuffered 
to appear at his court; nay, when he was emperor, he 
would not permit the Pagan pontiffs to aflift at the infam- 
pus fports, as he ftyles them, of thq theatre, nor to cen- 
tral friendfliip with ftage-players, dancers, and drivers of 
chariots ; or even to enter their houfcs : however, he allow- 
ed them to be prefent at certain combats, which he names 

*■ ^ Atfimian/ lib. xvi. p. 6^. e Julian. £p. xxxviii. p* lU* 

Liban. Orat. x. p. 140. & xii. p. 179. £unap. cap. 5. p, 76,. 7^ 
i Ammian. Julian. Liban. ibid, 

^' • * -•. * . . 
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facred^ and at which no women appeared \ but from the 
combats in which men entered the lifts with wild beafts^ 
he excluded both the priefts and their children «. ^ . 

The grave and fevere life he led in Gaul gained him the 
efteem and aiFe£lions of the people, who beheld him as a 
prince fent by Heaven, the more becaufe he made it his 
chief ftudy to eafe them of the heavy and infupportable bur- ^^^^^'^ U 
dens with which they were loaded by thfe emperor's oflScers^ ttl 
efpecially by Florentius, prefeft of Gaul, who, on that ^ 
account, conceived an implacable hatred againft him, and 
did him all the evil offices at court that lay in his power. 
But Julian, preferring the welfare of the people to his own ' 

fafety, in fpite of Florenti||S, lefiened the taxes, and re** 
duced them from twenty-five pieces of gold a head to 
feven, which he found fufficient to defray all the expcnces 
of the war ^ ; whence be was by all the people in Gaul 
confidered as the reftorer of their country, and their com- 
mon father. He was greatly affifted in relieving the people 
by Salluft, a native of Gaul, in whom he repofed an en- 
tire confidence ; which raifed fuch jealoufy in the other 
courtiers, thaf they took great pains to difcredit him with 
the emperor, who was perfuaded to remove him, and ap* 
point Lucianus in his room. Julian, fenfibly afie£led in 
finding himfelf deprived of the counfels of fo trufty a friend^ 
gave vent to his grief in the difcourfe which he wrote to bid 
him farewel * (K). The emperor, who was then in lUyri* 
-cum, ordered him into Thrace ; whence he was foon after 
remanded into Gaul, where Julian left him in 361, with 
the charafter of prefefl ^. As Julian was univerfally 
efteemed and beloved by the people in Gaul, they readily 
concurred with the-foldiery in beftowing upon him the title 
of emperor in 360. After his promotion, he continued for 
fome time to profefs outwardly the Chriftian religion, and 
publicly affifted at the holy ceremonies of the church on 
the feaft of thfe Epiphany in 361 *, but threw oflFthe maik 
foon after ; for we are told by Libanius, that he no (boner 

% Julian. Or- Fragm. p. 555. h Pancgy;*. xi. p. 213. * \ Juliaii^ 
Orat. viii. p. 444.. ^ Amnnan. lib. xxi- p. 187* ' ^lof. libi. iii.* 

p. 711. Soz. lib. V. cap. i. p. 590. Julian, ad Athen. p. 509. 

(K) From that difcourfe, whence fome conclude him to 

which is a kind of panegyric have been a Pagan, though a 

on Salluft, it appears, that Ju- man of great integrity, and 

lian had communicated to him unblemifhed chara<5ter (!)• 
bis moil fecret thoughts ; 

(i) Julian* Orah viii. p. 449* 
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He caufes Aiw himfelf mailer of lUyricuiiiy than he opened the temples 

the ttmplis of the gods, (AFered facrifices according to the ancient rites, 

^J Jf ' f *^' 2ind exhorted all perfons to follow his example, and reftore 

id* ' "' ^^^ religion of their anceftors to its former luftre "*. We 

have mentioned what pafled in Gaul and Illyricum, from 

the time Julian was declared emperor to the death of Con- 

ftantius; and (hall therefore, withoat repeating the fame 

events, refuroe the thread of our hiflory from that periods 

Srnerally reckoned the beginning of Julian's reign. Con* 
antius oeing dead, the eunuch Eufebius, and fomeothers, 
who dreaded the refentment of Julian, and the puniihment 
due to their enormous crimes, were for ele&ing another 
emperor ; but no one joining them, Theolaiphus and AIi-» 
Julian ac' galdus, both ftyled counts, were difpatched to acquaint Ju- 
ifiowtiged j-j,jj ^jjjj ^|,g emperor's death, and to affure him, that all 
^theaeath^" '^® caftem provinces were ready to obey hi$ commands. 
^fConflam' The two mefiengers found him at Naifius in Illyrtcum, em-* 
lius. ployed in fuperilitious inquiries into the entrails of vi£ljiiis> 

and fometimes promifing himfelf the beft, at other times 
apprehending the word events. But the death of Conftan- 
tius delivered him from all his doubts and apprehenfions, 
and put him in poffeffion of the empire without ftriking a 
blow ". When he received the news of the emperor's death, 
he bur ft into tears, appeared the fame day in deep mourn- 
ing, and betrayed ^n extraordinary grief and concern amidfl: 
the repeated acclamauons of the foldiery, faluting him with 
the title of Auguftus *• He immediately iflucd orders for a 
general mourning, and commanded all podible honours to 
be paid to the body of the deceafed emperor. Soon after 
the mcifengers, feveral horfemen arrived from* Conftanti- 
nople, affuring him, that the troops in thofe parts had un« 
Hi is n* animoufly acknowleged him emperor. He therefore pro- 
^^*y^^ ceeded to Conftantinople ; and being met by almoft all the 
joyat^Con- inhabitants of that metropolis at Heraclea, he made his 
jtantinople. public entry on the eleventh of December of this year 361, 
attended by the fenate in a body, by all the magiftrateS| 
and the nobility, every one teftifying with loud &outs or 
joy the fatisfa^ion they felt in feeing fuch a promifing 
prince, who had been born, and fome time educated, in 
their city, who had already performed fuch glorious ex^ 
ploits, raifed to the empire without the leaft expence of 
blood or treafure to the republic. He was again declared 
emperor by the fenate of Conftantinople ; and as foon as* 

^ "t Liban. Orat, xii. p. 288. »' Ammian. lib. xxi. p. ioo.'& 

lib. xxii. p. 104. Sof. lib, iil. p, 713. l^iban. Qrat. xii. p. %%^. 
• ^ooar p. 91* 
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that ceremony was over, he caufed the obfequiea of Con^* 

ftantius to be performed with the greateft pomp and fo« 
Jemnity ?• 

His next care wa$ to inftitute at Chalcedon a court of He treat m 
judice, to inquire into the«condit£l of the minifters of the f^*r' ^ . 
deceafed emperor, and to hear the complaints of fuch as ■^*'^'^'f*' 
had been injured by them. In this court prefided SaUuftiua ^t^ecmiua 
Secundus, whom Julian had created prefe£i of the Eaft, tfthe mi- 
in the room of Elpidius : we muft take care not to con« ^^^^ ff 
found him with Salluft, prefe£k of Gaul, of whom wo ^»*-^«»" 
have fpokcn before. Julian repofed in both an implicit con'. ^^^' 
fidence ; and the prefe^ of the E^ft, though a Pagan> is 
highly celebrated even by the eccleGaftic writers, for his 
prudence, difcretion, and compaflion towards the Chriftians 
perfecuted by Julian, whofe condoft towards them he juftly 
condemned. With him were joined in commiflion the two 
confuls eled, Mamertinus and Nevita, the one prefetf^ of 
Jllyricum, and the other an officer in the army, with Ar- 
betio, Agilo, and Jovinus, of whom the latter had been 
lately created general of horfe in lllyricum, and the two 
others had ferved under Conilantius in quality of generals* 
Arbetio was univerfally abhorred for his haughty and im* 
perious behaviour, and ^as faid to have occafioned the 
death of feveral innocent perfons under the 'hit reign : the 
condu£t of Julian therefore feemed very ftrange, in ap« 
pointing one to judge •thers, who ought himfelf to have 
been arraigned as a criminal ; we are even told, that the 
whole authority was lodged in his hands ^. By this court Several of 
were condemned to be burnt alive the famous Paulus Ca« tAem com* 
tena, and the noted informer Apodemus, as the chief ^^^^^^d 
authors of the cruelties committed in the late reign. The ''^'^*''"* 
eunuch Eufebius was likewife condemned and executed. 

Thefe executions were applauded by all the world as juft Urfida, 
and equitable ; but the death of Urfula, a man of great on<^^t^9^9% 
merit and known integrity, wa? a ftain upon the reputa* JJ^MtfT"^ 
tion of Julian, whom he had fupplied with money un* ^^^^ 
known to the emperor, when he was fent into Gaul with 
the title of Caefar, but without the neceifary appointments 
to fupport that dignity. What prompted Julian to put him 
to death, we are not told *, but all authors agree, that he 
deferved no fuch treatment, efpecially at his hands ; and 
therefore charge him with the blackeft ingratitude, in pro<- 
curing the death of a perfon to whom he owed the greateft 
obligations ^ Julian, to palliate his ingratitude and cruelty, 

P Socrat. lib* iii' cap. i. p. 164.. q Ammian. lib. xxii. p. so6, 

907. f ltfib« Orat. xii-p* a^S, Ammian. ibid. 
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pretencledy that Urfula had been condemned 'and executed 
without his knowlege ; but Ammianus himfelf owns this 
to be but a weak excufe. To atone in fome degree for this 
injuftice, he ordered great part of Urfula's eftate, which 
had been confifcated, to be redored to his daughter, his 
only child. Florentius, who was this year confu],and had, 
while prefeft of Gaul, incenfed Julian, was likewifc fen- 
tenced to death \ but he found means to make his efcape, 
and appeared no more * : wherefore we mtift diflinguiOi 
him from another of the fame name, who was taken and 
beheaded with Procopius in 369. Two officers, whom Ju- 
lian had difcharged, offered to difcover Florentiusy provid- 
ed they were reftored to their rank; but Julian branded, 
them with the name of informers, adding, that to perfecute 
an unhappy man, who had been obliged to conceal him- 
felf, was an aftion unworthy of a prince. Taurus, Floren- 
tius's colleague in tbe confulihip, and prefe£t of Italy, was 
baniflied to Vercellse, now Vercelli, in Piedmont, becaufe 
he had fled when Julian entered Illyricum. With the fame 
iiijuilice were banifhed another Florentius, who had been 
magifter officiorum under Conftantius, Palladius, who had 
difcharged the fame office in the court of Callus, and many 
others. Julian, having puniihed fome of Conftantius's mi- 
nifters, deprived the reft of their employments, without 
diftin£iion, though there were among them feveral perfons 
of unblemifhed characters, who had difapproved, and even 1 
oppofed, moft of the late meafures. 
He reforms As the great number of officers was become an intolerable 
the court, burden to the public, he thought himfelf bound to leflen \i\ 

and accordingly difcharged all ufelefs perfons about court, I 
preferring the frugality and modefty of a^hilofopher, fays ' 
Ammianus, to the vain magnificence of a prince. He re- , 
duced, among the relt, the officers called agentcs in rebus, \ 
from ten thoufand to feventeen ^ ; and difcharged thoufands 
of cooks, barbers, and unnecefTary attendants, who devour- ' 
ed the fubftance. of the people, and drained the treafury. 
The curiofj, whofe office it was to inform the emperor of i 
what had pafied in the different provinces, were all dif- 
Ue eafes charged, and that employment entirely fuppreffisd. This 
the people g,»eat reform of officers* and offices enabled him to cafe the 
/he'ifxes^ people of the heavy burdens they groaned under ; abating 
throughout the whole empire the fifth part of all taxes and 
impoils". He recalled from banifhment all the orthodox 
bifhops, but with a 4^fign, as is obferved bpth by the Pagan 

, • Ammian, lib. xxii, p. 106. \ Liban. Qrat, xii. p. 179* 

» Julian. Mifop. p. ;o». * *^ 
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and Chriftian writers, to raifc difturbances, and fow dif. 
fen (Ions, in the church. 

The death of Conftantlus was no fooner known, than de- ^'^«'w 
piities were fent from the chief cities of the empire, to pre- "^^^v^/^-^ 
fent the new prince with crownis of gold, and to congratu- /,>j ^^^ 
late him on his acceflion to the empire. Their example nations t§ 
was followed by feveral foreign nations, among which, (ongratU" 
towever, we find no mention made of the Perfians. The ^*'7^^* 
ambafTadors of the Goths cavilling about the oaths they 
were to take, Julian ordered them to return, and prepare 
for war ^ but contented himfelf with placing ftrong garri- 
fons in the cities of Thrace, and on the banks of the Da- 
nube ^. Before he left Conftantinople, he wrote to the Htinviits 
philofopher Maximus, who had firft infpired him with an to court 
^verfion to the Chriftian religion, inviting both him and an-. P^i^fi- 
other Pagan philofopher and magician, named Chryfanthus, tj^[a's^" 
to court. The latter,' deterred by fome ill omens, could &c.frem 
not prevail with himfelf to comply with' the invitation ; but all parts, 
the former readily obeyed, and was received by the empe- 
ror at Conftantinople with fuch tokens of friendfhip and 
efteem, as to Ammianus feemed below the dignity of a 
prince, though highly commended by JL.ibanius. 

The next confuls were Claudius Mamertinus and Nevita 
or Nevitta, who, on the firft day of January, when they 
entered, according to cuftom, upon their office, went, be- 
fore it was light, to wait on the emperor y. Julian no Julian 
fooner heard they were coming than he ran to meet them pays great 
i/i the utmoft confufion, as if he had been wanting in re- ^^/P^^j,^ 
fpeft, kifled them, received them with the greatcft regard, ^^onjiti- 
and wQuld by all means attend them in their chariots, walk- 
ing before them to the fenate with the crowd. His con- 
du£l on this occafion is greatly commended by fome, and 
no lefs blamed by others, among the reft by Ammianus, 
who c^nfures it as too mean, and below the majqfty of a 
prince *. It was ufual for emperors to accompany the new 
confuls on that day, but not on foot, nor blended with the 
crowd. On the third of January, Mamertinus exhibited 
the Circenfian fports, when a number of flaves being brought 
into the circus, in order to be declared free by thejconful, 
according to cuftom, Julian, unacquainted with the pre- 
rogatives of the feveral magiftrates, declared them free 
himfelf; but being told that he entrenched upon the jurif- 
diftion of the confuls, he begged pardon, and condemned 
himfelf to pay a fine of ten pounds weight of gold *. Be- 

* Ammian. lib* xxii. p. %io. Lib. Orat. x. p. 245, r Fanc- 

ier, xi. p. a^2» 'Ammian* lib. mil p. 209. « Ibid. lib. 

i^xi. p* ao^. 
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JU enriches forc he left Conftantinaple, he enriched that metropolis, Ac 
thi city of pl^ce of his nativity, with many privileges, formed a large 
Cof^Anti- harbour to fhelter the fliips from the fouth wind, built a 
InanvPri' '"^gnificent porch leading to it, and in another porch a 
nfil^es. ftately library, in which he lodged all his books *. 
Hiftti out At length be left Conftantinople, in the month of May, 
f«r Aft' -and departed for Antioch: he paiTed through Chalcedony 
*'*^^' and from thence went to Nicomcdia, the ruins of whjch 

city, overturned by an earthquake, he could not behold 
without ihedding tears : he ordered confiderable fums for 
the rebuilding ofjt ; and then purfuing his journey by Nice, 
he turned from the borders of Galatia to vifit the famous 
temple of Cybele at Peffinus, which he enriched with oflcr- , 
ings of great value. He pronounced a difcourfe on that 
pretended deity, which he compofed in one night, appoint* 
cd Calixenes prieftefs of the temple, and then continued 
his route to Ancyra, where he was received by the Pa- 
gan priefts, carrying with them their idols. As loon a$ 
he arrived at thfc palace, he ordered confiderable fums to 
be diftributed among them, and the next day exhibited 
public fports *. As he purfued his march he was met in 
mod places by crouds of people, come to lay their' com. 
plaints before him : he heard them with patience, and At* 
cided their differences with equity. As he entered Cilicia, 
he was ftopt by the inhabitants of a fmall village, one of 
whom accufed another of afpiring to the empire, alleging, 
that he had ordered himfelf a purple habit, which was ac- 
tually making : Julian heard the informer with great cool- 
nefs, and then told him, that when the purple habit was 
ready, he might fupply, if he pleafed, the new prince with 
* purple (hoes. The emperor, pafling through Cilicia, ar* 

rived at length at Antioch, wher^ ne was received with 
the greateft demonftrationsof jov. Soon after his arrival 
• he afcended Mount Cafius, in the neighbourhood of that 

city, and ofFered a folemn facrifice to Jupiter. On his rc«^ 
turn Theodotus, one of the chief citizens of Htempolis, 
who, it feems, had formerly offended him, threw himfelf 
at his feet, intreating his forgivencfs. Julian did not know 
him ; but without inguiring who he was, or what he had 
doixe, embraced him with great tendernefs, faying, " In 
what have you difobligcd me, I know not, nor do I care 
to know ; but be it what it will, you have nothing to fear 
under a prince whofe greateft ambition is to leflen the 
number of his enemies, and increafe that of his friends, 

<> Themift. Orat. iv. p. lA < Liban, Orat. x, p. ^sSir 
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; During his ftay at Antioch, he employed himfelf chiefly 
\n hearing and deciding caufes^f in prote£ting the innocents 
without diftin£tion of Chriftian or Pagan \ and punifliing 
the guilty » without forgetting his ufual lenity and modera* 
tion. In the adminiftration of judice, he readily liftened 
to thofe who feemed better acquainted with the laws-than 
himfelf, conilantly confuking them before he gave fei^ 
tence. But notwith {landing his fo much boafted equity 
and moderation, he fentenced to death Gaudentius, one of 
the late emperor's fecretaries^ and Julian, formerly vicar^ 
for no other reafon but becaufe they had adhered to Coa- 
ftantius with great fteadinefs and zeal ; which a m^nani- 
mou6 prince would have rather thought worthy of reward 
than punifhment. He treated in the fame manner the (ob 
of MarceliuSy ^ccufed of afpiring to the empire ; but only 
banifhed Romanus and Vincentius, two ofEcers of diftino- 
tion, thoiigh convicted of the fame crime. Marcellus had 
exafperated Julian, while he commanded under him in 
GauJ, as we have obferved eifewhere (L). Both Pagan and 
Chriftian authors obferve, that d^iring the fhort time Julian 
reignedf the empire was conftantly affii<^ed by a variety 
of calamities ; dreadful earthquakes were felt in every 
province ; moft of the cities of Paleftine, Libya, Sicily, 
dnd Greece, were ruined "*. Libanius writes, that not 
one city was left ftanding in all Libya, and but one ia 
Greece ; that Nice was entirely deftroyed, and Conftan« 

<1 Ammian. lib. xxii. p. 216. Soz. lib* vi. cap. x. p. 639. CbryH 
in Gent. p. 677. Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. p. 91. 
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<LJ The ecclefiaflic writers 
make long defc^nts on the ihock- 
iog cruelties, and innumerable 
murders committed by Julian, 
during his fiay at Antioch. 
Gregory Nazianzen reprefents 
theOrontes^ on which Antioch 
flood, choaked up with the bo- 
dies of fuch as had by his or- 
ders been privately murdered, 
or thrown into that river in the 
night ; and adds, that all the 
ditches, caves, wells, and ponds 
in the neighbouihood of that 
icily, were filled with the bodies 
ef the young vtr^s and chil- 

(x) Gre^. NrZ.Orat.iJJ. p-9t. 
p. 659. 



dren, whom he had inhumanly 
facrificed, hoping to diicover fu- 
ture events in their entrails ( i). 
Thefe deteflable pra£^ices, and 
barbarous murders, were kept 
fecret, and carefully concealed, 
during his life-time, fays Theo- 
doret (2) ; but after his death 
maiiy chefls were found in the 
palace, filled with the bones of 
thofe he had thus- inhumanly 
facriftced. It is furprifing that 
fuch cruelties (hould have been 
known only to the Chriftian 
writers. 



(2) Thcodon lib. iii. cap. 2a. 
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Hnopk greatly damaged *. The temples of Apollo at Rc^c 
and Daphne were about the fame time confumed by fir6 
The fca in feveral places broke in upon the land, and over- 
whelmed whole cities with their inhabitants. At Alexan^ 
dria, the fea retiring during an earthquake, returned after- 
wards with fuch violence, that it laid under water feveral 
fowns and villages, and drowned an incredible number of 
people. Tp thefe calamities was added a general drought, 
which lafted till the winter was far fpent, and produced an 
univerfal famine : the famine was followed by a dreadful 
plague, and both continued till the death of Julian, carry- 
ing off great numbers of men and cattle. Julian, to re- 
medy the dearth, fixed the prices of corn, and all other 
provifions ; a ftep which increafed it beyond meafure, the 
merchants privately conveying their corn to other places. 
•By thefe means that great and populous metropolis was re- 
duced to fuch miferies as can hardly beexprefled. 
Julian of- The inhabitants of-Antioch, being moftly Chriftians, 
Jersfacri- were highly provoked againft Julian, to whofe impiety irt 
///i /» thi worfhipping the idols theyafcribed the famine, and the other 
Jupitfrat calamities with which the whole empire was afflifted. Thc^ 
A^tiuh. publilhed many lampoons^ refle6ling on the defefts of his 
perfon, and expofing him to ridicule on account of his di^ 
minutive ilature, his forbidding afpe£l, his long and rough 
beard, his port and geftures, which were, it feems, in fomc 
degree odd and ridiculous. Julian, piqued at the fevere fa^ 
tires that were daily publiflied againft him, and fung pub- 
licly in the ftreets, wrote an ironical inveftive againft the 
Antiochians, ftyled the AntiochianJ or Mifopogon, that is, 
the beard-hater \ in which he reprefents them wholly ad- 
,difted to their intereft, abandoned to luxury, pomp, and 
lewdnefs, great admirers of plays, farces, and all forts of 
diiTipation. In this performance he folemnly declared, that 
none of them fhould for thofe libels lofe their lives, be beaten 
with rods, arretted, or imprifoned ; but threatened to with- 
draw from a city which thus requited, with the utmoft in- 
gratitude, the innumerable favours he had heaped upon it, 
and the extraordinary care he had taken in relieving the ci- 
tizens, when in the utmoft diftr^fs ^. 
lU prf Ever (ince his acceflion to the empire,' he had (hewed a 

pares for ftrong inclination to make war upon the Perfians, and try 
the Per/tan ^^j^^ther he could hun^ble that haughty enemy, who had 
***'*"^* for many years harraiTed the Eaftem provinces in a moft 

miferable manner, and defeated all the attempts of his pre- 
deceifor. Being advifed, foon after his arrival at Conftan- 
tinople, to attack the Goths, he anfwered, that he defigned 

« Liban, Qrat, xii, p. 314. f Julian. Mifop. p. loi. 
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to enter the lifts with a more formidable enemy ^. Before 
he left that metropolis, he had appointed his generals, and 
named the officers and foldiers who were to ferve under 
them. Viftor was created general of the foot, and Hor- 
mifda of the horfc. The latter was the elder brother of 
Sapor, king of Perfia ; but having been excluded from the 
' -crown, and kept fome time under confinement, he found 
lyieans to make his efcape, and took fan£l:uary in the court 
of Conftantine «. Julian, during his ftay at Antioch, pur- 
fued his preparations for the Perfian war, collecting his 
troops from all quarters, creating magazines, making new 
levies, and, above all, confulting the oracles, arufpices, and 
magicians. The oracles of Delphi, Delos, and Dodona, 
affured him of vi£lory ^. But the arufpices, and moft of 
his courtiers and officers, ftrenuoufly endeavoured to divert 
him from his intended expedition ^ The ambiguous an- 
fwers of the oracles, the confidence he repofed in the ma- 
.gicians, and the defire of adding the Perfian monarch to 
the many kings he had already feen humbled at his feet, 
prevailed over all other confiderations.^ The Perfians, ac- 
<:ording to Theodoret, began hoftilities ^, by making in- 
roads into Mefopotamia. But Libanus aflures us, that the 
king of Perfia wrote to Julian, offering to conclude a {5eace 
upon fuch terms as he fhould think juft and reafonable ; 
but that Julian, defirous to revenge the infults offered to the 
Romans by that haughty prince, tore the letter, and would 
hearken to no terms *. Socrates fpeaks of ambaffadors fent l^^iUheark" 
by Sapor with advantageous propofals, but difmiffed by Ju- '" '* •• 
lian with this anfwer, that ere it was long, he hoped to ^^^""^ 
treat with* their mafter in perfon ". 

Several nations offered Julian their affiftance, which he He dif* 
refufed, faying, ** The Romans are to affift their allies, but obliges thi 
ftand in np need of their afliftance." He like wife rejeaed Saracens. 
the offers of the Saracens, faying, when they complained 
of his flopping the penfion which was paid to their nation 
by other emperors, that a warlike prince had fteel, but no 
gold; which anfwer they refenting^ joined the Perfians, 
and continued faithful to them to the laft. However, he 
wrote to Arfaces, king of Armenia, enjoining him to keep 
his troops in readinefs to execute the orders he fhould foon 
tranfmit. Having made the neceffary preparations for fo 
important a war, as foon as the feafon was fit for a£tion, 

f Ammlan. lib. xxii. d. 214« k Zofl lib. iii. p. 713. Abulfarag. 
p. 90. h Xheodor. lib. iii. cap. 16. Greg. Naz. OraUp. 114. 

Philoilorg. lib. vii. cap. r 5. Liban. i>. %s*- ^ Amm. hb xxiii. 

p. %^s- Thcodor. lib. iii. cap. 16. p. 654. l Liban. 

Orat. Xp p« t43«i*«45. n $ocrat. lib. liii p. ig%4 
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he difpatched orders to his troops to pafs the Euphrate^^ 
with a defign to enter the enemy's country before they had 
the leaft notice of his march, placing guards for that pur- 
pofe on all the roads'^. Before he left Antioch he appoint- 
ed Alexander, a cruel and paffionate man, governor of that 
city, faying, " The citizens deferve no better." He march- 
ed from Antioch on the fifth of March, and reached Li- 
tarba the fame day, a village in the territory of Chalcis^ 
about fifteen leagues from Antioch. , The magiftrates of 
that great city, who had attended him, wifliing him a happy 
journey, and a triumphant return, he told them, in great 
heat, that he would never vifit them again, being refolved 
to winter at Tarfus •. From Litarba Julian proceeded to 
Beroea, where he halted a day, and pronounced a fpeech 
before the council of the place, exhorting them to adore 
the gods of their anceftors- He writes himfelf, that they 
ail heard him with attention, and commended him, but 
few followed his advice p(M). He was better pleafed 

• Evagr. lib- vi. cap. n. p. 451. 
P Lib. Yit. p. ^4. Socrat* hb. 



n Julian. £p. xxvii. p. 160. 
Julian, p. 156. Amtnian. p. 239. 
ill. cap. 17. p. 190. 

(M ) At the head of the coun- 
cil was a zealous Chriftian, who 
'had not only difinherited, but 
turned out of doors, his (on, 
for reuouncing the ChiiAian 
religion As Julian approach- 
ed £ercca, the fon, acceding 
him, acquainted him with the 
treatment he had received from 
his father, and the motive of 
his indignation. The emperor, 
pitying his condition, bid him 
take courage, and be under no 
concern : '• For I will take 
upon me (added he) to appeafe 



fonable (faid he) to ufe any vio- 
lence in point of religion. Al- 
low your fon to prorefs a reli- 
gion different from your's, as I 
allow you to profefs one differ- 
ent from mine, though I might 
eafily oblige you to renounce 
it." *» What! (replied the fa- 
ther) are you fpeaking in favour 
of an impious wretch abhorred 
by heaven, who has preferred 
falfllood to truth, and renounc- 
ed the worfliip of the true God, 
to fall down before idols .^** 
Injuries and inve^Hvcs ,(re* 



your father, and reinftate you plied Julian, interrupting him) 
in his favour/' Mindful of are roreign to our purpofe ; 

and therefore I beg you would 
forbear them." Then turning 
to the fon, ^' It ts incumbent 
upon me (faid he) to take care 
ot you, fince your father is 
deaf to my prayers and intrea- 
ties in your behalf ( i ) . 



his promiie, the fame day he 
invited the chief citizens of Be- 
roea, and, among the red, both 
the father and fon, to fup with 
him. The two latter he placed 
by him ; and in the midft of 
the banquet, turning to the fa- 
ther, <' I do not thmk it rca- 



{4) Tbeod, lib. iii. cap* 17* p* 655, 65^. 
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Mricli the Inhabitants of Batne, the next city be vifited; for Thgrouu 
they had, before his arrival, reftored the pubjic worfhip of of Julianas 
the gods. There he offered facrifices, and having immolated «''«9'« 
a ^reat number of vidtims, be purfued the next day bis jour- 
ney to HierapoHs, the capital city of the province of Euphra-^ 
teiiana, whicQ he reached on the ninth of March. He was 
met at a great diftance by crouds of people ; but, as he en- 
tered the city, fifky foldicrs were killed, and a great 'many 
more hurt, by the fall of a porch ^. At Hierapolis he refided 
in the houfe of a man for whom he had a particular efteenn 
and veneration, becaufe he was the fon-in-law of Sopatejr, 
the xiifciple of lamblichu^, and becaufe neither Conftantius 
nor Gallus, who had both lodged in his boufe, had evef 
been able to prevail upon him to renounce the worfhip qf 
Jiis idols. He left Hierapolis on the thirteenth of Marcby 
and having paffed the Euphrates on a bridge of boats witl^i 
his army, he marched to Batnse, a fmall city of ,Ofrhoepc, 
about ten leagues from Hierapolis, different from the city 
of the fame name in Syria ^ From Batnse he proceeded 
to Charrbx, where, in the famous temple of the Moon^ 
he performed fome private ceremonies. While he was at Hefaeri' 
Charrhae, being informed that a party of the enemy's horfc fi^** '« ^hi 
had broken into the Roman territories, he refolved to leave JJj^***' 
an army in Mefopotamia to guard the frontiers oif the em- ^'^^^^^* 
pire on that fide, while he advanced on the other into the 
Jieart of the Perfian dominions '. This army conGfted, ac- 
cording to fome ', of twenty thoufand, according to pthersy 
of thirty thoufand, chofen troops; and was commanded 
by Procopius and Sebaftian, a famous Manichean, wIiq 
-had been governor of Egypt, and had perfecu^ed, with thie 
utmofl cruelty, the orthodox Chriftians. Thefe two were 
to join, if poffible, Arfaces king of Armenia, to lay wade 
the fruitful plains of Media, and jbin the emperor in Affyria. 
There were two roads leading from Charrhae to Pcrfia, 
the one to tjie left by Nifibis, and through the province of 
Adiabene ; the other to the right, through Affyria^ alon^ 
the banks of the Euphrates. On both thefe roads J.uliani 
bad caufed magazines to be erefted, but chofe the latter. 
After having from an eminence viewed his army, amount- 
ing to (ixty-threc thoufand men, he fet out on the twenty- 
fifth of March for Davanna, or D^bana, in Mefopotamia^ 
and arrived next day at Cailinifus or Callinicum, where he 
(topped the twenty-feventh to celebrate the feaft of the mo- 

4 Julian. £p. xxvii. p. 159. Liban. Orat. xii. p. 3x1* r Am* 

TW-Vi^ lib. xxiii. p. 139, ai^o. * Idem* ibjdt < Zof. )ib» 
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7ke order thcr of the gods. The day following he proceeded on W* 
•fhis march, and encamped that night in the fields near the £u- 

•^^^ phratcs, where he found his fleet, confiding of feven hun- 
dred gallies, and four hundred (hips of harden, commanded 
. by count Lucilianus, and the tribune Condantianus. From 
Gallicinum he proceeded to Cercufium, called alfo Circe- 
fium, fituated at the conflux of the Abora and the Eu- 
phrates, one of the ftrongeft places in Mefopotamia, hav- 
ing been fortified by Diociefian, to prevent the fudden ir- 
ruptions of the Perfians, who, in his reign, had even .fur- 
prifed Antioch. At this place Julian paiTedthe Aborawith 
his whole army, and then ordered the bridge to be broken 
down, that his foldiers might not be tempted to defert. 
From Cercufium he advanced to Zaitha, where the tomb 
of the emperor Gordian was ftill vifible. On the feventb 
of April a foldier and two horfes were ilruck dead by light- 
ning 5 and a lion of an extraordinary fizc, prefenting him- 
felf to the army, was difpatched by the foldiers with a 
fliower of darts. Thefe omens occafioned great difputes 
between the philofophers and the arufpices, the latter in- 
terpreting them as inaufpicious, and advifing the emperor 
not to proceed on his intended expedition, and the former 
refuting their arguments with others more agreeable to Ju- 
lian's temper ". 
Hunters ^^^ ernperor, after having pafl^ed the Abora, which part- 
the Perfian cd the Roman and Perfian dominions, encouraged his men 
dominione. with an animating fpeech to revenge the many injuries 
and infults, which of late years had been ofl^ered by the 
haughty enemy to the Roman emperors. When he had 
concluded his fpeech, he ordered large fums to be diftri- 
buted among them, amounting to a hundred and thirty 
pieces of filver a man, fays Ammianus. He then proceeded 
on his march with the greateft order and precaution ima- 
ginable. Nevitta led the right wing along the Euphrates ; 
Arintheus and Hormifda conducted the left, with fomc 
troops of horfe ; Julian himfelf commanded in the center; 
and the rear was brought up by Dagalaiphus, Vi£lor, and 
Secundinus : a body of fifteen hundred horfe was appoint- 
ed to fcour the country for intelligence, and to prevent any 
furprize. To ftwke the greater terror into the enemy, he 
ordered his ranks to be extended ; by which means the 
army took up about ten miles, and appeared at a didance 
far more numerous than it really was '^. Having paflTed thc~ 
Abora he entered Affyriai fays Ammianus; but^ accord- 

« Ammian. p. 244—246. v Zof. p* 715* Ltban. Orats xii. 
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' ing to Libanius, he eroded vaft defcrts before he reached 
that province, which he found very populous, and abound- 
ing with all the neceflaries of life ; but he laid it wafte to a He lays 
gijeat extent, fetting fire to the magazines, and deftroying 'waftfiAf' 
the provifions which he could not carry off. By thefe J^^^^ 
. means he put it out of his power to take the fame route on 
his return. Six or feven days after he had pafled the Abora^ 
he arrived at a fort called Annathan, which capitulated 
upon the firft fummons ; whereupon Julian preferred the 
officer who commanded there, named Pufeus, to the rank 
of a tribune. He ever after ferved the Romans with grcit 
fidelity, and was finally created duke of Egyi)t. 

Julian burnt all the places he found abandoned by the iii- Uinduca 
habitants, but left fevcral fortrefles behind hiih, without federal 
attempting to reduce them, upon their promifing to fubmit towns and 
when he (hould have fubdued the reft of the counity \ M^f'ifi^* 
After the army had repaffed the Euphrates, at Baraxmal- 
cha, Hormifda would have fallen into an ambufcade con- 
trived by the enemy, had he not been fortunately prevented 
by a canal, • which he could not paifs, from advancing to a 
place where a body of Pcrfians lay concealed, under the 
conduS of Surena ^ After this efcape Julian pafled, with 
great difficulty, an arm of the Euphrates, which was fwelled 
to an unufual height by the melting of the fno^; and bd- 
fieged Berfabora, or Pyrifabdra, titkt td Ctefiphon, the 
ftrongeft place in Affyria, fortified with a double wall and 
a citadel, and defended by a numerous garrifon. But Ju<^ 
lian, furmounting all difficulties, reduced it in two daysj 
in fpite of the moft vigorous refiftance both from the gar- 
rifon and the inhabitants, who fought like men in defpajr. 
He found in the place a great quantity of provifions, and 
diftributed among his foldiers, who began to niiitiny, si 
hundred pieces of filver a man, having with difficulty pre^ 
vailed upon them to be fatisfied with that film. Haviiig 
thus pacified the army, and fet fire to the to^n^ he purfuea 
his march, and entered a country whidi the etiemy, foce- 
feeing he would pafs that way, had laid under watei*; but 
the foldiers, animated by the example of their leader, waded 
through it with great refolution, andj arriving at Maioza- 
malcha, a place of great ftrengthj which tef ufed to fub- 
ihit, they drew ^ dduble line round it, battering the iivalls 
night and day without intcrmiffion 5 but the befieged obfti- 
nateiy refifted, till the Romans, by means of a mine, forced 
the city^ while the Perfians were bufied in defending the 
walls. Julian, incenfed againft the governor for not fur* 

X Ammiaiv lib^ xxiv. p. «65« r Zof. p. 7x5* • 
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rendering t))c phce at the ftipulated timCi and for calling 
Hormifda a traitor, ordered him to be burnt ali^e, and 
gave up the city to be plundered by the foldiers. 

As the army was now within (even miles of Ctefiphon^ 
and Vi£lor, who had furveyed all the roads, afiuring them 
they had nochiog to apprehend, tbey advanced to a city, 
which had been formerly ruined, fays Ammianus, by a 
Roman emperor^ meaning, according to fome, Seleucia, 
ruined by Lucius Verus, and, according to others, Sabata, 
about three miles from Ctefiphon, the great metropolis of 
the Ferfian empire *• From this place tbey advanced to a 
fort, which was taken by aflault, after a (hortbut vigorous 
refifhrnce, Julian himfelf having narrowly efcaped being 
killed by a ihower of arrows difcharged againft him as be 
was viewing the walls. Having rafedtbe fort, he allowed 
his army ibme time to refrcfli tnemfelves ; and then, cauf- 
ing the canal to be cleaflfed, which had been formerly dug 
by Trajan between the Euphrates and the Tigris, he con- 
veyed by that diannel his fleet from the former to the latter 
river. Xlieii be condufked his army to Coche, a place of 
coiifiderable ftrength, {landing on the Tigris, oppofite Cte- 
iiphonj biit we are not told that be attacked it. All we 
know is, that be paiTed the river with no lefs raffanefs than 
coixrs^e, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of the enemy en- 
camped on the oppoGte bank, whom he forced to retire, 
and ihetter themfelves within the walls of CteGphon. Some 
of the Romans purfued them to the gates of the city^ which 
they would have entered with the enemy, had not ViAor 
. prudently reftrained them. The Perfians loft on this occa* 
lion, according to feme, two thoufand five hundred, accord- 
ing to others, fix thoufand men, and the Romans but fe- 
venty or. feventy-£ve. Only part of the Roman army paflTcd 
the Tigris that day, and made themfelves matters of the 
Perfian camp. The reft followed the next, and the em- 
peror, with his guards, three days after*. Julian conti- 
nued fome days encamped before Ctefiphon ; but not dar- 
ing to attack it, as it was very ftrong, plentifully fupplied 
with provifions, and defended by a very numeroiis garrifon, 
he contented him£elf with fending Arintheus to ravage i^e 
neighbouring country \ 

In the mean time the kii^ of PerGa was ailembling, on 
the moft diftant confines of his kingdom, a formidable 
army, to iallupon Julian in his retreat. However^ he feat 
deputies to propofe terms of accommodation) being de- 
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firous to put a period to (b deftruflMic a wan Theft ap- 
plied to Hormifda) as their cottntryman, and their king's 
brother, who immediately iiew to the emperor with the 
agreeable tidings ; but JuUan, inftead of accepting the. pro- Hi rejefft 
pofalS) ordered Hor mifda to difmtfs the ambafladers pri- P^^P^f^ tf 
vatcly, and give out, that they were only fome of his oM ''^''* 
friends come to vifit him \ for he apprehended, that both 
the foldiers and officers would have difapproved of his pur- 
ftting fo dangerous and tedious a war, when peace might 
have been concluded upon honourable and adyantageous 
terms. The propofals being reje£led, Julian, contrary to 
the advice of his officers, refolved to advance farther'into 
Perfia ; but the army had no fooner began their march, 
than, on mature delioeration, he thought it more advife- Hi ttmu 
able to return, not by the way he came, the country on ^^» ^{^^ 
that fide being laid wafte, but to take his route along the '*' ^iiiyr 
banks of the Tigris, without even attempting to reduce ^a/L^ 
Ctefiphon, though he had lain feveral days before it. Oijfkw* 

He marched lome time along the Tigris, which was on^ 
his left, being condufted by guides well acquainted with 
the country i but who in the end betrayed him : for, as 
they were natives of Perfia, they perfuaded him to ^it the 
river, and take a quite difierent route, notwithstanding the 
reroonftranoes of Hormifda, and all the officers of the 
army ; who, confidering the guides as perfons fent by the Detihfid 
enemy on purpofe to deceive, ufed every effi^rt to divert fyirntcJ^ 
Julbn from following their advice ; But he, repofing an roujgnidup 
entire confidence in them, Tefolved not only to leave the ^ ^^^ 
Tigris, but to bum his fleet, left the enemy (boald become ^"J^^* 
mafters of it. This refolution alarmed the whole ' army, 
but was neverthelefs put immediately in execution, only 
twelve fmall veflels being referved, which were to be con- 
veyed over land in waggons, to make bridges, if there 
ihouid be occafion. When the fleet was firft fet on fire^ 
the army began to mutiny, and exclaim with one voice| 
^' That the emperor was betrayed ; that the pretended 
guides were real traitors, fent by the enemy on purpofe to 
lead them to deftrudtion.'' Julian, to appeafe the f(Adiery^ 
ordered the guides to be put to the rack, when they 
owned their treachery, confeffing, that, in advifing him to 
burn the fleet, they had no other defign but to ruin him 
and the army. In confequence of this confeffion, every 
menBS'Was tried to extinguiOi the fire, but the flames cquld 
not be overcome ; for the whole fleet, except the above 
mentioned twelve veflels, was reduced to afhes ^ Julian 

€ AouDiaa* lib^ x^iv. p. ji$i. Libaa. p« iqt. ^oiisr* p. f }• 

P 3 purfued 



314 ^^ ConftantinopoUtan Hifiory. 

purfued his inarch through a^ country, fays AmmianuSy very 
fruitful in itfclf, but ravaged and laid defolate by the enemy } 
infomuch that the Romans were reduced to the laft extre- 
mityi wanting provifions, and at the fame time haraffed 
withbut interm flion by ftrong parties, who attacked them 
both in front and rear. « 

JsrtJuti4 Juliani not knowing what route to take in a ftrange 
u great couatry, and finding his army difpirited, fummoned a 
frailh^ council of all the chief officers of the army, when, after 
many confuUations, they refolved to march towards Cor- 
duei^e, whic^ lay fouth of Armenia, and belonged to the 
Jloipans, Purfuant to this refolution, they moved for- 
yrard pn the fixteenth of Jiine ; but had not marched far, 
when they difcovered at fome diftance a very numerous 
body advancing againft them. This was the Perfian army, 
commanded by the king in perfon, attended by two of his 
fon^, and all the nobility of the kingdom. The Romans re- 
turned to their camp, where they were, m a manner, bc- 
fiegf^d the next day by the troops of the enemy. Several 
ikirmi(hes happened on that and the ten following days, in 
yrhich the PcrHans were conftantly repulfed. In a fliarp 
encounter on the twenty«fccond of June, almoft the whole 
fim ihe Perfian army engaged ; but were, after a very vigorous re-* 
^i^^h^ fiftance, put to the rout with great Slaughter. The Ro- 
i!irtff!j^ mans remained mafliers of the field ; but found little fatif- 
')9rfr9w* fsi^ion in a yiStoiy which could not relieve their wants in 
J^9 a country where no provifions were to be had; thc.corn, 

graf?, and every thing elfe, being burnt by the enemy. 
Julian himfelf la^ured under the greateft perplexity and 
unea{Jnefs» finding the Perfians were refolved to oppofe his 
march, and attempt all means to diilrefs him, without 
coming %q a general engagement. At length, the night 
preceding the twenty*fixth of June, as he iirofe, according 
to cuftom, about midnight, and vra$ bufied in his tent in 
reading or writing, be is faid to have beheld fuddenly be- 
fore him, with a countenance full of forrow, the fpeilre 
reprefenting the genius of the empire, which had appeared 
to him upon his being declared emperor. He was in fome 
degree terrified at this unexpetled fight, and at other 
pmens which happened ^t the fame time, and were looke^ 
vpon by the arufpices as portending fome great misfortune, 
if he (hould undertake any thing that day. But Julian^ 
defpifing the predi£i:ions of his foothfayers, as foon as it was 
light, ordered his arjmy to decamp, being probably no 
lonper able to fubfift iti the fame (dace. 

On his march he was attacked on all fides by the enemy, 
whO| after they had difcharged iheir arrows, which never 

failed 
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Called doing great execution, retired, without givirig him art harajfed 
opportunity of revenging the death of thofe who fell. In ** ^'"f 
one of thefe fudden onfets, the emperor flying, without his JJ^%,X» 
armour, to oppofe the enemy, was mortally wounded by a army, and 
dart, which, through, his arm and fide, penetrated to his mortally 
liver. Thofe who were about him concluding, from his f^^oundid. 
finking upon the neck of his horfe, that he was wounded^ 
conveyed him fpeediiy upon a large (hield to his tent^ 
where Oribafus, a celebrated phyfician, and his intimate 
friend, attempted in vain to fave him, applying the moft 
powerful remedies his art could fuggeft. However, as the 
pain began to abate, he called for his arms and horfe, be* 
ing defirous to animate his men with his prefence ; but his 
flrength notanfwering his courage, being greatly weakened 
by the lofs of blood, he was forced to continue in his tent, 
while his men, filled with rage, and breathing revenge, 
made a dreadful havock of the enemy, till night interrupted 
the flaughter. Fifty Perfian lords of great diftinciion were 
killed, and an incredible number of other officers and com«> 
mon foldiers. The Romans loft Anatolius, who ^as ma* 
gifter officiorum, and generally efteemed an officer of great 
ikiil and experience. The prefect: Salluft was with diffi- 
culty refcued by. his apparitors ; but Phofpjiorius, his vicar^ 
was flain, with many others in the right wing, where the 
emperor commanded. 

While the battle continued, Julian lay languifliing in hin 
tent ; and,' being apprifed that his end approached, he ad- 
^refied thofe about him, who feemed greatly dejeded and 
concerned, in the following terms : ** I am now, my fellow- Hhfpeeeh 
foldiers, called upon to pay the laft debt of nature^ which I btfon his 
<lo with a willing and chearful mind, being taught by phi- dtMth. 
lofophy, that ttte (late of the foul is infinitely more happy 
than thai of the body. Upon this confideration, I embrace 
death as the greatefl: bleifing : it exemj^s me from the many 
dangers to which my rank and reputation were dailjrcx- 
pofed. I have lived, firil in a private, and afterwards m an 
exalted (late ; and have fo behaved in both, as not to be 
confcious to myfclf of any action that gives me at prefent 
the leaft rcmorfe. I have iludied to govern with modera- 
tion, and, being well apprifed, that the end of all govern- 
ment is the bappinqfs of the people, I have, both in peace 
and war, endeavoured, as far as in me lay, to render them 
happy. I have great reafon to thank Divine Providence, 
for not having fuffered me to fall by the hand of confpi^ 
raters; to languiQi under a long and troublefome difeafe ; 
or to die like a criminaU as nmny innocent and deCsfrting 
|>erfons have done. I fubmit with joy to the eternd and 

F 4 immutable 
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ImmuiMe ilecrees of the gods, though in the bloom of m^ 
M^e, being fenfible, that he who is fond of life when he 
ought to die, is as great a coward as he who deGres to die 
when he ought to live. As fbr my fucceffor, I decline 
> flaming any, left, through ignorance, I fliould omit a lAror-)- 
thy )>enbn, or, by naming one equal to fo great a tnift, 
etpofe him to thole dangers, which would inevitably attend 
liis t)rbmotion, if it were not univerfally approved of. I 
therefore leave the choice to the commonwealth, and, like 
^ dutiful fon, wi(h her a worthy gbvemor to fucceed me.*' 

Having thus Tpoken, he difpofed of his private eftate, di- 
viding it amongft his relations and friends ; and not feeing 
Ahiktoiitts, enquired after him. Salluft the prefe£^ told him 
lie was happy, meaning he was d^^d^ accordii^ to the ex- 
preffion then in ufe ; ^ circumftance which feemed grtfady 
rc| afled him 3- but turning immediately to the philofophers 
Makimus ahd Prifcus, he difcourfed with them concerning 
the nature of the foal ; then calling for a glafs of cold^wa^ 
ter, be drank it, and having exprefled his defifb of being 
Yr. of Fl. interred atTarfusin Cilicia, he expired on thetwenty-fixth 
aSij. of June, a little before midnight. He died in the thirty^ 
L^ (? ^6^* fccond year of his age, after having reigned fcven years, 
' • " '• j^n4 gjj months, from the time he had been created Csefar, 
7jJi^;,^^j. about three years fmee he had taken the title of Auguftus, 
and only twenty months, not quite complete, fince, by the 
death of Conftantitis, he became peaceable poffeffor of the 
^oie empire. 
His chs' Julian was, without all doubt, endowed with extraordi-j 
ra^n. tiary parts, a great lover of learned men, and himfelf well 
Verfed in mod branches of literatn re ^. Ammianus greatly 
extols his moderation, and the mitdnefs of his temper, no 
!^$ oppofite to that of his brother Gallus, than the temper 
of Titus was to that of Domitian *. He could nev^r en- 
dure the title of dottiinus, or lord^ though common to all 
--priffces^'fince the titiAe of Dioclefian; and tiad even fome 
thoaghts^ of quitting the diadem, which, for many yearsj 
Yihkd^^^ ednfidered as one of the enfigns of the foVei'eign 
Hi4go9d power ^ He made it his chief ftudy to eafe the people^ 
^ualUiij. Icffenirig the taxes throughout the empire, and exa3jhg no 
more than was abfolutely necefTary for the defence and fup- 
port of the ftate. All the cities ufed, purfuant to an an*? 
cient cuftom, to prefcnt the hew prince with crowns of 
»*old, fome of which weighed a thoufand, and fomis tWo 
* fhoufand ounces, atid ppwartls^ b^t Julian ^cnail^d a htw^ 

> Vi^. Bpit* p.« 54S* ^ AnrniiiTn. Hb. xvL ;p, €%. & lib. zxu. 

,vp«s^i. f |ibao. Ori^f. xiL p.'|Oj« 
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forbidding any city, howcvci rich or populousi tpofibra 
crown weighing above fevcnty ounces. He' would not fuC- 
fer his officers or miniilers to receive prefents from the peo- 
ple^ upon any confideration whatever \ nor the foldiers 
to injure the fubjefisof allies of the empire^ through whofe 
countries they marched. Libanius fpdaks mueh oi the ex- 
traordinary care he took in regulating the public Carriagea^ 
in chufing worthy itiagiftrlteS, in clearing the highways of 
robbersv and in relieving feveral cities^ reduced by ticavj 
taxes to a ihoft miferable condition. His bed, fays Mamer- 
tinus, was as pure and chafte as that of a Veftal virgin <| 
aitd Aihmianus declared, that he was an entire ftranger tO 
all unlawful pleafures, aAd a declared eneftiy t6 lewdneft 
and debauchefy, He Was generous^ addi the fameauthofy 
valiant^ fincere in his friendfhip, and kind to all, efpecially . 
to fuch as were in didrefs, and mod wanted his aififtance. 
Prudentius fpeaks of him as a prince M^ho defef ired well of 
the empire, both as a general and a lawgiver ^. 

He was not, however, even in the opinion of his admirers, HisJmUtu 
without fome faults. Ammianus owns him to have been of 
a fickle and changeable temper, ambitious beyond meafure 
of popuhr applaufe, elated with the lead fuccefs, and talk- 
ative to fuch a degree, that his tongue never ceafed ^ The 
fame writer accufes him of cruelty and ingratitude, in con- 
clemning Urfula, to whom he owed the greateft obligations; 
^nd Lil^nius, though highly prejudiced in his favour, can- 
tiot help allowing him to have been fuperftitious to excefs^ 
sttcbhfiderate on many occafions, and too much attached td 
his own fentiments ^. Ammianus condemns the cenforious 
temper, which he betrayed in a manner unworthy of a phi- 
fefopher, and below the dignity of a prince, in his Mifo- 
^gon, and his Cxfars, not fparing even the excellent em- 
peror M. Aurelius. The pagan writers themfelves, namely 
£utropius \ Themiftius ^^ and Ammianus Marcellinus, 
^wn, that his cpitdu£k towards the Chriftians was repugnant 
to the laws of humanity, and deferved to be buried in obli- 
vion ; which is mote than a Chriftian writer of our days 
itcttis Willing to allow (N). rjr^ 

t iPaktegyr. Jcl. p. a 30. ^ Prod. Apt>l. eap. 4. p. 163. 

i AtnmiaA. Hb. yxti. p. \pS> ^ Liban. Orat. xii. p. 304. 

1 £am>i;>. ^. 5S9. ™ Themfll. Orat. v. p. 69. 

(N) An idt tfhe Chfiftiati gtrifiiig diem with a fa!fe fte^ 

Vr?^ of "andcht rimes, Ifhcy of the oppofite virtues. His 
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The news of his death were received witfi inexpreffiblc 
joy by the Chriilians, and with the deeped concern by the 
Pagans. The melTenger who brought it to Charrhae, was 
either ftoned to death by the populace ", or with difficulty 
efcaped the fury of the enraged multitude ^ Several cities 
placed the image of the deceafed prince amongft thofe of 
their gods, and paid it the fame honours. Libanius, tran- 
fported with grief when he firfl heard of his deceafe, de- 
termined to lay violent hands on himfelf , not choofing to out- 
live him ; but, upon reflexion, altered his refolution, and 
chofe to live, that he might have the fatisfadion, as he 
bimfelf tells u^) of compofmg his funeral oration (O). Of 
the feveral writers who flouri(hed under Julian, the reader 
will find a fuccin£t account in the note (P). 

CHAR 
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gans, or from the accounts 
of the Chriftian writers; but 
from a candid detail of his ad- 
miniftration, which was general- 
ly polite and upright. He un- 
doubtedly poflemid greqt ta- 
lents and many princely vir- 
tues, which however were 
flrongly allayed with caprice, 
obftinacy, felf-conceit and fu- 
perflition. 

(O) He wrote two difcourfes 
on this occafion, the one to ex- 
prefs his own grief ( 1 ), the o- 
ther to proclaim the praifes of 
.Julian (2). From the lattier, 
which contains thewhole hiflory 
of Julian's life, and from the 
two orations written much a- 
bou^ the fame time, and on the 
fanie fubjedt, by Gregory Na- 
zianzen, an impartial reader 
will conclude, that both wri- 
ters are ftrangely biafed and pre- 
judiced, the otie in bis favour, 
the other agalnfl him. Julian 
not only renounced the Chrif- 
lian religion, whpnce he was 
furnamed the Apoftatc, but be- 
layed a mortal hatred to thoffs 

. . (i^ Liban. Or^t^ xi« 
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who profelled it, traducing them 
with the name of Galileans, as 
heimpioufly ftyled our Saviour 
the Galilean, debarring them 
from all honours and employ- 
ments, both civil and military, 
and prohibiting them either to 
teach, or learn, the fciences. 
But we refer our readers to the 
ecclefiaflic writers for a more 
particular account of the perfe- 
cution he rat fed againu the 
church, and of bis wild attempt 
to reftore Judaifm, and rebuild 
the temple of Jerufalem ; which 
is faid, by Ammianus and o- 
thers to have been miraculoufly 
defeated by fire ifluing out of 
the earth, and deilrqying botfe 
the work and the workmen. 

(P) Ammianus Marcellinus» 
in his hiftory 9f the emperors, 
gives us a more particular ac- 
count of Julian's reign, than 9ny 
other writer ; and Eunapius, a 
mofl zealous dickler for the aiv 
cient religion of the Romans, 
often mentions, and highly 
commends Julian, in his hiltory 
pf the foiphifts. 
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CHAP. LXI. 

l^he Hijlory of the Eaftern and Weftern Empire ^ . 
from the Death of Julian to the Death of 
Valens. 

'T'HE death of Jdian was no fooner known than the chief Jwnan 
^ officers of the army affembled, artd unanimoufly chofe Jo- thofm gm* 
vian for his fucceflbr p, who was accordingly faluted with the H^* 
title of Jovianus Auguftus^ the day after Julian's death j that 

is, 
P Ammian. lib. xxv. p. 226. 



Callifhis, one of Julian's offi- 
cers, wrote in verfe, according 
to Socrates (3), the hiftory of 
that prince ; but his work has 
not reached our times. Julian 
binnfelf deferves to be ranked 
among the writers of his life ; 
for he Gompofed the hiftory of 
his wars in Gaul (4), which 
has been long iince lofl ; and 
gives us an account of the mpil 
remarkable pailages of his life 
in his Mifopogon, in his letter 
to the Athenians, and in the 
writings which he publiihed in 
the year 362, the one upon 
Cybele, the other againil a 
Cynic philofopher (5). He 
wrote another difcourfe againfl 
the Cynics^ particularly again ft 
HeracUus or Heraclitus (6). 
But the moft famous of all Ju- 
lian's works is that in titled 
the C^fars; which, in re- 
ality, is a fatire on all the em- 
perors from Julius Csefar to 
Conftantine and his children. 
Suidas afcribes two other works 
to him, the one on the Three 
Figures, which he does not ex- 
plain, and the other on the 



Origin of Evils ; but both thefe 
woriLS, as well as that which he 
wrote againft the ChriHians, 
haye been long iince loft. He 
wrote many letters, of which 
fixty-four have reached our 
times, not counting thofe which, 
by reafon of their length, have 
been ranked among his dif« 
courfes. Libanius, who pre- 
tends to haye brought the epifto* 
lary ftyle to its greateft per- 
fedion, ihares that glory with 
Julian, the elegance of whofe 
letters he greatly commends 
and admires (7). Under Julian 
flourifhed Proerefes, a Chriflian 
fophift, much efteemed for his 
learning and eloquence. Ori- 
bafus, a famous phyiician, was 
"a native of Pergamus in Ada; 
according to Eunapius (8), of 
Sardis, according to Philoilor- 
gius (9) and Suidas (i). He 
ftudied phyfic under Zeno of 
Cyprus, to whom Julian wrote 
a letter, inviting him to Alex- 
andria^ whence George, the fa- 
mous Arian biftiop, had caufed 
him to be banifh^ {2)* 
When Julian was created Cae- 



(3) Socrat. Kb. iii. cap. 21. p: 195. - (4) Liban. Orat. v. p. 178, 
{5) Julian. Orat. vii. p. 381. Suid. p. IZ4S* (6) Julian. 

ibid. p. 716 — 71S. (7) Liban. Orat. v. p. 1S4. (8) £u- 

iMp.'Cap, 5. p. 76. &cap. 19. p. 139. (9} Philofi lib. vii. cap. 15. 

V. 993« ^i^ Suid. p. 319. (t) Julian. £p« xlVt p. 198* 
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is, the twcnty-fcvcnth of June of this year 363. He was 
the only funriVing child of VerronianuSi a native of Singi- 

dunum 



far, he took Oribifui with him 
into Gaul, and repofed fuch 
confidence in him, fays Euna- 
ptus (2), as to make him privy 
to his ^reateft fecrets, that is, 
to his idokoiy; for Oribafus 
was hioaielf a Pama. Oriba- 
ibs, at the requeft of Julian, 
abridged, firft 9 ue works of Ga- 
lea, and afterwards thofe of all 
the mod able phyiicians. He 
attended Julian into Perfia, and 
did all that hiy in his power to 
core his wound, bnt without 
facceis. After the death of 
diat prince, his patfoa and be- 
iiefa^r, he was Gripped of all 
bis weahh, and baiumed to the 
countries of the Barbarians (3), 
or abandoned, to ufe the ex- 
prcflion of £unapias, to the 
Bsrbariaas, who were rooft re* 
tnaricable for their cruelty (4). 
However, he was greatly re- 
fpe6ted by them, and honoured 
hj their princes, on account of 
the art he profefTed. At length 
die Roman emperors recalled 
him, and reftoredhis eftate, and 
all his tSk6& (5). He gave 
fome eafe %p Chryfanthus in his 
laft malady atSardes ; but could 
not cure him (6). He was tttll 
iking, when Eunapius wrote 
the lives oi the fbphifls, that 
is, about the year 400. Hime- 
ms, a celebrated fophift in Ju-r 
lien'* time, was a native of Hi- 
thynia, and the fon of Ami- 
fiius, who taught rhetoric at 



Prufa in the fame province (7), 
Himeras and Proerefes,of whom 
we have fpoken above, were at 
the fame time profeflbrs of elo« 

2uence at Athens, and rivals (8) • 
a the hiftory of Julian's reigB^ 
we have mentioned the philofb-- 
pher Maximus, who firft in* 
clined that prince to idolatry^ 
and the ftudy of magic* He 
was a native, either of Smyrna^ 
as we read in Eunapius (6) ; 
or of Ephefus, as Ammianuf 
maintains (i) ; and brother to 
the philofopher Claudianus^ 
who taught at Alexandria, and 
to the ^phift Nymphidianus, 
profeilbr of rhetoric at Smyrna, 
and afterwards fecretary to Ju- 
lian. Maximus muft havc^ been 
well verfed in polite learning, 
fmce Julian fubmitted all hia 
compoiicions to his judgment 
(2); and Eunapius has placed 
his life among thoCe of the fo- 
phifls, though he is commonly 
ftyled Maximus the Philofo- 
pher. Julian invited him to 
court about the beginning of 
the vear 362, where he behaved 
as £unapius himfelf owns (3}, 
in a manner altogether unwor- 
thy of a philofopher. He re- 
turned to his native country, aa 
appears from Julianas letters (4), 
for the recovery of his heal£ ; 
but came again to court, and, 
together with Frifcus, attended 
Julian in his Parthian expedi<^ 
tion ( 5 ) . Thefe two were, with- 



(1) Eunap. cap. 29. p. 140. (3) Phot. cap. it6, 217. p. 5569 

557. {4) Idem. cap.Ai8. p. 557' (5) Idem. p. 560, 

16) Eunap. cap. ai. p. 3^0. (7) Riot. cap. 165. p. 363. Bunap. 

cap. 42. p. 129. .^^} Idenuxap. <. p. U9. (9) ^unap« 



cap. !• p. 67. & 16. p. i37« 
j(3^ Jalian. ep. avi' p* <3i« 
(4) Julian, ep. XV. x«i«x«viii. 
hb» kxv. p. sst^ 



(i) Ammian* Vb' xxix. p. s^ou 
(3) Eunap. vcap. 5, p, 77. 79, 
(^) ^u«i, <^> 5* f* Si* Ainot^ 
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dunum In Pannoniay or rather in Moefia % #ho had lately 
refigned the eminent poft of comes domefti^orom, to lead 

a private 
f Via. Epit. 
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out all doubt, in the num- 
ber of thofe obfti:!ate and igno- 
rant philofophcrs, who, accord- 
ing to Ammianus, had great in- 
fluence at court, and urged the 
emperor to that wild enter- 
prize, againfl the fentiments 
of the officers of the army. 
Hence, when intelligence of 
Julian's death were brought to 
Antioch, the people, in the 
tranfports of their joy, cried 
out, •* Thus are the predic- 
tions of the falfe prophet Maxi- 
mus fulfilled '6).** Eunapius 
writes, that Jovian continued 
to honour Maximus, and the 
other philofophers, who had 
followed Julian (8). Be that 
as it will, they were treated 
in a very different manner 
by Valentinian and Valens, 
who hated all the friends of Ju- 
lian, and, above the reft, thefe 
two philofophers, accufed, as 
they were addided to the ftudy 
of magic, of having brought 
upon the princes the maladies 
with which they were both feiz- 
•ed about the beginning of Aw 
pril in 364 (8). Prifcas, how- 
ever» was acquitted; but the 
ibidiery and populace were, 
with difficulty, reilrained by 
Sallaftius Secundus from tear- 
ing Maximus to pieces. Har* 
uigefoaped the rage of the mul- 
titude, he was condemned to 
pay a greater fine than he was 



able to difcharge, and kept a 
clofe prifoner till the end of the 
year 365 (9), when, by the 
mediation of ThetoiiHus, who 
recommended him to Valens, 
in a fpeech pronounced before 
that prince, and by the intereft 
of Clearchus, a zealous Pagan» 
he was fet at liberty, and not 
only forgiven the fine, but ref- 
tored to his eftate, and fuffered 
to return to Conftantinople, 
where he was very well receiv- 
ed (i). But his happinefs was 
Ihort-lived ; for he was accufed, 
with feveral other philofophen^ 
as a magician, in 371, found 
guilty or magical practices, and 
being iente need to death, was 
beheaded at £phefus the &me 
year (a). Chryfanthus was a 
native of Sardes in Lydia, in 
which city his father was fena- 
tor. He uudied with Maximus 
under Edefus of Cappadocia, a 
Platonic philofoper and magi- 
cian ;, and then returned to bis 
native city, where he continued, 
notwithftanding the repeated 
and preffing iblicitadons of Ju- 
lian and Maximus, inviting him 
to court. Julian created him 
pontiff of Lydia, in which em- 
ployment he had the prudence 
not to opprefs the Chriiliansa 
and therefore was fu&red by 
the Chri^an emperors to live 
unmolefted (3). He lived to 
the age of eighty (4}. Prifcus 

(6) TheodiM*. lib. iii. cap. %%. p« 659. (7) Eunap. cap. 5, 

!>• 8a. ^ (8) Zof. lib. iv. p. 734, 73s* (9} ^bid. p. 374. 

Ammian. lib. xxvi. p. 315. Eunap, cap. $• P* ^3* Tbemift Orat 
vii. p. too. (i) Idem. p. 99, 100. £dn. p. 84— 87. (z) Amrn* 
Jifo. xxix. p. 390. Socrat. p. 39. Eunap. f . ^7* (^ Eunap. 

cap* 5. p. 69, »o. it cap^ ia..p. a4f«*i4^ (4) Idom. p. 15s. 

was 
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a private and retired life. He was cfteemcd one of the beft 
commanders of his time, and the reputation M^hich he bad 
acquired in the ar.m7 greatly contributed to the promotion 
of his fon •. The firft public adi of Jovian after his elec- 
tion, was to name his father for his colleague in the con- 
futihip againft the enfuing year ; for Verronianus was faid 
to have been foretold in a dream, that his fon fliould be 
one day raifed to the empire, and he to the confulfliip ; but 
he died before he had the honour of difcharging that office, 
or the fatisfa£Uon of feeing his fon emperor, though he 
had been informed of his promotion '. Jovian, or Flavius 
Claudius Jovianus, as he is ilyled on an ancient coin, was 
born about the year 331, and married Carl to, the daughter 
of Lucillianus, a commander of great reputation, often 
mentioned by Ammianus. By her he had, according to 
Phiioftorgius % a fon named Verronianus, who was born 
about the time Jovian was created emperor, and a daughter, 
of whom we find no farther mention; indeed, Zonaras fays, 
in exprefs terms, that Verronianus was his only child ^. 

As Jovian was a zealous Chriftian, we ihall not copy his 

charader from the Chriftian writers, who may be fufpe£l- 

ed of partiality, but from the Pagans, who cannot be 

Els ixcil" . thought to have been biafled in his favour. Among thefe 

kmt qua- Eutropius commends his affable, mild, and generous tem- 

'• per; and adds, that no perfon could, with juftice, accufe 

nim of negleft or imprudence in the difcharge of his duty *. 

Ammianus Marcellinus ^, and Vidor the Younger ', de- 

9 Tbemift. Orat. v. p. 65. t Socrat* lib, iii. cap. %6, p. ao;, 

« Philoftorg. lib. viii. cap. p. ts* ^ Zon. p« 25. > Eutrop. 

p. 539. 7 Ammian. p. 296, * Vi6t. p. 79. 

was born in the country of the ceive him in a friendly manner, 

Moloifi, or Thefproti, in £pi- though he was not a little pre- 

ru8 ; and fiudied under Edefus, judiced againft him (5). He 

with Mazimus and Chryfan- followed Julian into Pexiia, and 

thus* Afterwards he retired to was accufed, with Mazimus, of 

. Greece, whence he was invited magical pradices under Va- 

.b;^ Julian to court, and com- lens; but difcharged, and fuf- 

plied with the requeft. He was fered to return to Greece, 

perhaps more eft6emed by that where he lived to the age of 

prince than Mazimus himfelf. ninety, and upwards (6) ; aad 

He attended the emperor to was killed, with many others, 

Antioch, and prevailed upon bytheOoths, who^in 39J, ra*" 

him to admit Libanius to vaged Greece under the conduA 

his prefence, and even to re- of the &mous Alaric (7). 

(5) Eunap. cap. 5. p. 69. Lib. Vit. p. 4ft* (6) AmAuKn 

lib. XXV. p. 291. (7) Sutd. p. x»5S^ Socrat. lib. iu* cap^i* 

Zgf. lib. iv. p. 735. Phot Cap. 1^5, 

icribc 
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fcribe him as well-ihaped in bis perfon, of a majeftic air« 
of a gay and agreeable afpe£i, of an even^ affable, and 

, courteous temper, naturally inclined to mercy, and a great 
encourager of learning, being himfelf pretty well acquaint- 
ed with the fciences. From the few officers he preferred 

. during his fliort reign, we may judge how circumfpeft he 
would have been in the diftribution of offices, had he lived 
longer. Themiffius beftows ftill grejiter encomiums *■ ; but 
we lay no great ftrefs upon them, as coming from a pane- 
gyrift. On the other hand, Suidas ^ paints him in quite 
difft*.rent colours, following Eunapius, who, by his impla- 
cable hatred to the Chriftian religion, was often led into 
grofs miftakes. ^ Ammianus does not forget to mention his tf%<^ 
vices, as well as bis virtues, telling us, that he was natu- ^^^J^fi^^ 
rally timorous, a great eater, and much addi£ted to wine 
and women. The fame author obferves, that Jovian had 
a great refpe£l and veneration for the law of the Chriftians ; 
for he had always made an open profeffion of the Chriilian 
religion, even in the reign of Julian, defpifing both his ' 
threats and promifes ^. His promotion was difagreeable to 
the Pagans, as appears from the manner in which Ammia- 
nus Marcellinus fpeaks of it. 

The army was in a ftrange countfy* far from home, with 
an enraged enemy round them, deffitute of provifions, and 
confequently reduced to the necefiity of periihing, either 
with hunger, or by the arms of the incenfed Perfians. Jo- 
vian, who was obliged to fl:ruggle with two fuch formidable 
enemies, did not fo much dread the latter as the former : 
he repulfed the Perfians with great (laughter, as often as 
they ventured to attack him, as Ammianus tells us in ex- 
press terms ** ; a teftimony which is fufficient to refute what 
Libanius writes of the great advantages gained over Jovian 
by the Perfians ®. But the valour and experience of Jovian q-ft, armp 
was not proof againft the famine which raged in his camp, reduced 
and would not have left one man alive in the whole army, '^ %\^^ 
had not heaven unexpediedly declared in his favour, to ufe A^'^'* 
the expreffion of Ammianus, by inclining the enemy to 
offer conditions of peace at fo critical a conjunfiure. That 
writer is of opinion, that the Perfians, through mere pity 
and compaflion, offered to treat ; and Libanius cannot con- 
ceive what could^ induce them to think of a peace, when 
they had reafon to" promife themfelves ,the greatefl: advan- 
tages from the continuation of the war. The negotiations 

» Themifi. Orat. v. p. 63. ^ Suid. p. 1244. c Thcodor. 

lib. iv. cap. I. p. 660. d Ainm* lib, xxv. p. 197, 29?. e Lib, 
Orat. xii. p. 3x4. 

laftcd 
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iafted four days, a delajr which ^rdTed more infapportabte 
to t^e Romans, feys Ammianus, than the" greateft tor- 
eients, occafioned by the famine which raged in the camp. 
Besides the dreadful extremity to w)itdi the army was re- 
ducedi Jovian was apprehenfive, and not witholit >eafoB, 
of the designs orf Procopius, Julian's kinfman '. No won- 
der) therefore, that he fubmitted to a peace upon terms 
diihonourable, we own, in themfekes, -but abfolutely ne« 
cefHiry to extricate himfelf, and Jo^nany brave men, from 
the di£cufkies into which they had been drawn by the tc- 
merHy and impr^udeoce of Ju(ian. A peace was agreed on 
for twenty-nine years, upon jovian's promifing to abandon 
and yield up to the P^pfians ^he five provinces on the Ti- 
gris, which had been wrefted from Ifbem in the reign of 
Dioclelian, with feveral caftles, and the cities of N^fibis 
and Siagara. To this article was added another, in kfelf 
no lefs^ ihameful ; which was, not to afford any afiHlance 
to Arfaces, king of Armenia, againft the Perfians, though 
Arfaccs was a faithful friend and aflly of tjhc empire. Jo- 
vian, however, with difficulty, prevaHed upon the king of 
Perfia to fufier the inhabitants of Nifibls and Singara to 
withdraw with their effcdls into the -Roman territories-*. 
The lofs of Nifibis, which was the bulwark of the empire 
againft the Pca-fians, chiefly afFeftcd theEomans; and Am- 
•mianus labours to exaggerate that loFs, in order to raife the 
public odium againft Jovian, to whom he is favourable on 
no occafion. 

Jovian, after the conclufion of the treaty, purfued his 
retreat •, and having palled the Tigris, and a long trad of 
defert, without being molefted by the enemy, he arrived at 
Ur, a Perfian fortrefs between the Tigris and the city of 
Nifibis, where he was relieved by Caffianus, governor of 
Mdbpotamia, and Mauritius, a tribune, witl^fuch provi- 
tfions as the army commanded by Procopius and Sebaftian 
.could fpare ; for he had fentthe two former officers to ac- 
quaint the latter with the extremity to which he was re- 
duced *». From Ur^be^ifpatched meflengers into Illyricum, 
and Gaul, with the news of Julian's death, and his own 
promotion. At the fame time he appointed Lucilianu^, 
his father-in-law, oommander in chief of the horfe and 
foot in Illyfictim and Italy, and Malaricus general of the 
troops in Gaul, in the room of Jovinus. Then continuing 
his marchr he-entered the Reman tetritories at a place cal£ 

f Afi\mian. lib^xyiii<(}P*Jb4o. rS Zor..p. 710. Buf..ibid. 

Oreg, Naz. Ocat. iv^f . i\%. ^ . Ammian, Lib'XXv. p. 301* & ieq« 
Zoir. lib, iii« p. 730* 

ed 
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ed ThJfalphata, and was met by Procopius and Scbaftian, Jovian "* ^ 
who, commanded the army which Julian had left in Mefo* furfur hb-*^ 
potamia. The emperor received them in a very obliging ^l^t^^^ 
manner, and foon. after fent Procopius, who was Julian's ^ominionu 
. kinfman, to attend the corpfe of that prince to Tarfus, i;i 
the fuburbs of which city he wa$ buried, purfuant to the 
orders he had given before he expired. When the funeral 
ceremonies were over, Procopius privately withdrew from 
Tarfus $ and though diligent fearch was made after him in 
all parts of the empire, he never could be difcovered, till 
he aflumed the purple in 365. From Thifalphata the em- 
peror advanced to Nifibis ; but encamped without the walls, 
though greatly importuned by the inhabitants to lodge in 
the pala<:e. He was afhamed, fays Ammianus^ to enter a 
city which he had ilipulated to deliver up to the enemy. 
Next day Binefes, a Perfian lord of great diilin£bipn, who t 

attended Jovian in the quality of a hoftage, demanded the 
city to be delivered up, purfuant to the articles' of the 
treaty. 

The inhabitants ftrenuoufly endeavoured to divert the 
emperor from complying with his demand ; they earneftlf 
intreated him to allow them to defend the place of their 
nativity, without putting the public to the kafl; charge, telU 
ing the emperor, that they were inured to the fatigues of a 
fiege, and knew how to check iht Perfian pride. But Jo- jyi/^'W/ <// * 
vian infifting upon complying, with the treaty, and the ^^ *^tk pf» 
ligation of his oath, Binefes was, by his order, admitted fians% 
into the city, of which he took poffeffion in his 'matter's 
name, by fetting up the Perfian ft^ndard. At the fame 
time the inhabitants were commanded to quit their native 
city, and retire with their efFefts. This order occafioned 
the moft melancholy iight, fays Ammianus, the fun ever 
beheld \: Chryfoftom like wife defcribes their departure in. 
a very afFefting . manner ''. Byt the emperor, alleging tl^e 
fanftity of his oath, was deaf to their cries, intreaties, and 
lamentations ; fo that the city was evacuated, in three days, 
evepy one curfing, as they departed, a peace which had 
proved more fatal to them than the moft bloody wars. iVll 
thelrbads were crowded with thefe forlorn exiles, loaded - 
with what they could carry; but greatly grieved for the. 
lofs of juany valuable things, which, for want of conve- 
nient carriages, they had been obliged to abandon. Moft 
of them retired to Amida, and were placed by the emperor 
in the fuburbs of that city, which, by this acceflion, re;- 
paij-ed all the loffes it had fuftained in ihe time of Conftan- 

4 

i Ammian. p. 304. ^ Chryf. in Gent. torn. i. p. 696, 

"Vol. XiV. Q^ tius. 
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tins, and, by degrees, became the metropoJIs of wliat re^ 
maiined to tbe Romans iia Mefopotamia K He then conti- 
nued his march to Attttocb, pafliag through Edefla^ where 
he was on the twenty-feventh of September^ as appears 
from tbe date of one of bis laws ^. Zofimus writes, that 
be was no-whe^e received with tl^e demonftrations of joy 
ufual on fuch occafioos* 
J9vianri^ During his fhoft reiidcnce at Antiocb, he reroked all the 
tA^Uw ^^^^ enai^ed by Julian againii tbe Chrtfttans, and reftored 
agaiiijl tkg ^c Chriftian religion to its former luftre ". He wrote to 
ChriJUMmj. alt the governors of provinces, ftriflly injoi^ning them to 
^ qbr&rve, that they were not difturbed in their ufual aflem- 
Uies. He reftored to the churches, to the ecclefiaftics, ta 
tbe virgins ^d widows, all tbe privileges, immuQities, and 
exemptions, which had been granted by Conflantine and 
his children, hut lately revoked by Juliap ^. He likewife 
ordered tbe yearly allowance of corn, which had been given 
by Conftantihe to the churches, for the fupport of tbe poor, 
to be continued \ but as the famine ftill raged, only tbe 
third part of Conftanttne^s donation could be fpared. Jovian 
promifed the other two parts as foon as the famine abated e 
but he dying in tbe mean time, his fucceflbrs did not make 
good his promife ; whence the chnrches henceforth receiv- 
ed only o^e third of what Conll^ntine had allotted p. Jovian 
likewife reftored tbe labarum, or tbe ftandard with the 
cro& ; and ob%ed Magnus, a comes or count, to rebuild 
at bis own expence/the church of Berytas, which, by his 
ctf-der, had been burnt : the emperor had cotximanded his 
head to be cut off, but was with difficulty prevailed upon by 
his friends to pardon him. As in Julianas time feveral 
facrcd virgins bad married, fome by choice, others by con* 
ftraint, Jovian, by a la.w addrefTed to the prefe£l Salluftius 
Sgscurvdus, declares tbofe guilty of death, who &all mention 
marriage to the faci;ed virgins, or utter a Gngle word in their 
prefei;ice repugnant to the rules of modefty "^ 
He ifpoufis . Jovian not only efpoufed the caufe of tbe Chriftians 
the caufe of 2Lg^^xi^ tbe Pagans^ but that of the orthodox believers 
the ortht^ againil the Arians ; for, by the firii law he publiflied after 
4^x Chri' 1^^ jj^ entered tbe Roman dominions, he commanded the 
£ainff %e churches to be every-where reftored to thofe who had in- 
Arians* violably adhered to the faith of the council of Nice, and' 
recalled ^11 the bilhops who had been baniftied on that 
fcore, ^nd Athanafius in particular, to whom be wrote 

1 Zof. p. 733. Chron. Alex. p. 696. raCo(J. Thcod. Chron* 

p. 67. n Ruf. Hb. xi. cap.i. p. 177. • Soz. libw vi. 

cap. 3. p 640. P Th^pd. lib. i. cajp, io,p. 551. & lib. iv. p. $64. 
9 Soz. p. 640. 

with 
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with his own hand a Tery friendly letter S which hstt tti,t\i^ 
ed our times '. Some time after he addrefied a fecond lettef 
dcfiring Athanafius to draw up and fend him z tult <bt 
faith, by which he might regulate his belief in the gfeHi 
variety of opinions that prevailed then in the ehurch. 
Athanafius readily coniplied with the emperor^s recfueit^ 
and fent him a creed, or rule of faith, fuppofed to h€ tha€ 
which ftill pafies under his name» approved of and fub-« 
fcribed by all the bifliops of Egypt •. JoVian foon alter in- 
vited Athanafius to court, received httn, upon his arrivdt 
at Antloch, with the greateft demonftrations of efteemi 
often conferred with him touching the articles of religioti 
then in debate, and was thoroughly confirmed in the doc- 
trine defined and eftabliihed by the council of tJIce^ After' 
thefe conferences, Athanafius took his leave of the empe- 
for, and returned to his diocefe. 

Jovian, after a fliort ftay at Antioch, proceeded to Cort* Hffiu eta 
ftantinople, though the winter was already far advanced, to ^ ^' t^ 
prevent the difturbanccs, which he had reafon to apprehend J'^^^'^ 
in the Wcfl:. As he pafled through Tarfus in Cilicia, he ' 

ordered fome ornaments to be added to the tomb of Jn* 
lian; on which account he is cenfured by fome Chfifti^- 
writers ^. From Tarfus he proceeded to Ty*»a in Cafppat-k^ 
docta, where he was informed, • that Malaricus, whom he 
had appointed general of the troops in Gaul, having de* 
clined that poft, Lucillianus, the emperor's father -in-laWy 
and geiterat of the troops in lllyricum and Italy^ bad haften- 
ed into that country ; that, taking upon him to examine the 
accounts of fome officers, one of them, donfcious of his 
frauds, had fled for prote^ion to the Batavians who fcrverf 
in the Roman army 5 and by perfuading them, that Julian 
was ftlU alive, had fo incenfed them agahlft Lucillianus as A tumaft 
2t traitor, that in a tumult they killed him and a tribune ^^ ^^*'* 
named Seniauchus, whom he had taken into Gaul. Va- 
ientinian, afterwards emperor, but then only tribune, and 
one of the atterrdants of Lucillianus, fortunately efcaped the 
fame fate. This tumuk, which happened at Rheiras, did 
not prevent the troops in Gaul, nor their general: Jovimis^ 
from declaring for Joviaii, and proclafimitfg WMt emperon 
They eten fent deities, to congratulate him upon hrs pro- 
nu>tion, and acquaint hirtf, that th^y were ready to obey his 

» Thcodtor. lib. iv. cap. *, p, 661. Greg. l^at. p. i^« Sacraf* 
p. 202. < Atban. toni. \u pk 33, 34. < Rufl hb, xi*. cap. r. 

p. 177. tt Theodor. lib. iv. m\% j. f, Wi*i^#. E^ifkaiw 

cap 10. p. 716. Soz. lib. vi. cap. 5. p. 64a. ^ Socrat. lib. iii* 

cap. ft6. p. 205. Baron, srd Ann. 3^4. 
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commands. The deputies met the emperor at Afpona m 
Galatta) who received them in a very kind manner, and 
continued Jovinus in the poft of general, urging him not to 
fufier the death of Lucillianus to pafs unrevenged. 
y^viamfm" From Afpona, Jovian purfued his journey to AncTra, the 
ttri i^M metropolis of Galatia, where he took upon him his firft 
^"^f/b^k co'*f"^^*P' * We have obferved above, that he had chofen 
c9njitjotf, j^.^ father for his colleague ; but he dying in the mean 
time, he nominated his own foh, whom, though then only 
an infant, he diftinguifhed with the title of nobiliilimus, or 
moft noble '^. Jovian, haftening to Conilantinople, left 
Ancyra, and continued his journey, though the cold was 
then fo fevere and intenfe, that fome of his retinue died on 
Yr. of Fl. the road. Upon his arrival at Dadaftana, a town on the 
«<i4 borders of Gallatia aAd Bithynia, he was met by The- 
u'r^* ^6*' "^'^^"S» ^"^ other perfons of diftin^iion, fent by the fenate 
>; *" * ' of Conftantinople to attend him. But before he left that 
fie Ses at pl^ice, he was found dead in his bed, on the fixteenth or 
Dttdafa- feventeenth of February of the year 364, aft^r he had lived 
««• thirty-three years, and reigned feven months and twenty 

days (QJ- Jovian is greatly celebrated by all the ecclefiaftic 
writers, among whom Theodoret fays, that Heaven, raifed 
him to the fovereignty to reward, even in his life, his vir- 
tue ; but that the woild did not deferve to enjoy fo great 2 
bleffing long ^ 

X Ammian. lib. xxv. p. 306, 307. Zof. p. 733. Zonar. p. 2^* 
7 Theodor. lib. iv. cap. 4. p. 664^ 665. 

(QJ His fudden death gave Scipio ^milianus, who was 

occaiion to various reports, ftrangled in his bed ; and adds. 

Some afcribe it to the damp- that, no inquiry was made after 

nefs of his chamber, which had the death of either ( 1 ). But Jo- 

' ' been ilewly plaiftered ; others vian had not yet offended any 

fay, he was flifled with the va- man ; nor does it appear, that 

pours of charcoal placed in the he had any enemies, except 

room to dry it. Some write, perhaps Procopius, who took 
that he died of a furfcit; others, - no advantage or bis death, nor 

that his death was owing to even (hewed himfelf on that 

poifonous mufhrooms. Socrates occafion. The body of the 

fays, he was carried off by an deceafed emperor was carried 

obdrudion ; and Chryfoflom, to Conftantinople, and there 

that he was either poifoned or interred with the ufual folemni- 

murdered by his guards. Am- ty in the church of the Apoflles, 

mianus likewifc believed, that where his tomb was to be-'feen 

he died a violent death ; for he many years after (2). 
compares his end with that of 

(1) Ammian. p. 308. (2) Philoft. lib. viii. p, 113. Zonar. p. 15. 
Pu Cange Urb. Condant. Defcript. lib. iv. p. no. 

Jovian 



Eqftern and Wefiern Empire. zzg 

jovian being dead, the chief officers^ both civil and mi-^ 
litary, aflembled to choofe a new emperor; when fomc 
propofed Equitius^ tribune of the firft company of the fhield- 
men of the emperor's guard ; and others Jan uarius^ a kinf- 
man of the deceafed emperor, at that time commander of 
the troops in Illyricum : but the former was rejedled on 
account of his morofe and ruftic temper, and the latter be- 
caufe he was at too great a diftance. At length, after an 
inter-regnum of nine or ten days, Valentinian was, by uni- FaJenti' 
verfal confent, chofen emperor ; which unanimity Ammia- «'«» i' 
nus afcribes to a particular infpiration from Heaven *. The f^^* '**' 
pKefeft Salluftius Secundus, Arintheu? one of the generals ^'^^ 
of the army, Dagalaiphus general of the horfe, and Datia- 
nus a patrician, who had been conful in 358, are faid to 
have been the chief authors of his eleftion ■. The latter 
had been left by Jovian on account of his old age, and the 
feverity of the winter, in Galatia ; whence he wrote to the 
army, advifing them to choofe Valentinian, as a man pro- 
perly qualified for that high ftation. This eleftion was 
made at Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, whither the army, 
after the death of Jovian, had removed from Dadaftana^ 

Valentinian was the fon of GratianUs, a native of Cibale His pa- 
in Pannonia, of obfcure origin : but Gratianus himfeif be- rentage^ 
ing admitted into the army on account of his extraordinary ^^«^^ff^» 
ftrength, and great addrefs at all manner of exercifes, raifed ^^^^ 
himfeif to the dignity of count of Africa; of which honour- * 

able employment he was afterwards deprived, upon a fuf- 
picion of having imbezzled the p^ublic money. However, he 
was many years after appointed commander of the troops 
in Britain \ in which office he acquitted himfeif with great 
reputation. On his retdrn, he withdrew to his eftate in 
the country, leading a retired life, till it was confifcated by 
Conftantius, incenfed againft him for having entertained 
Magnentius as he pafled by his feat, with a defign to ufurp 
the empire. But he continued, notwithftanding his dif- 
grace, to be greatly beloved and revered by the army*; and 
the efteem and affeftion they had for the father did not a 
little contribute to the promotion of the fon. The fenate 
of Conftantinople decreed him a ftatue in the beginning of ' 
the reign of Valens **. We do not find, that he had any . 
other children befides Valentinian and Valens, who are 
fuppofed to have been both born in the city of Cibale, the 
birth-place of their father. The former is ftyled on fomc 

» Ammian. lib. xxvi. p. 310. • PhiloftorgJ lib., viii, cap. %^ 

p. 113. b Ammian. ibid. c Vi^. Epit. 545, 4TheQ« 

doret. p. 171* Themift, Or at. vi. p. 8j. 
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medals Flariu^, which prxnomen became common to 
all thofe who. after Conftantius's time, were raifed to the 
cippirc. Valentinian had by his firft wife, named Valeria 
Scvcra, the emperor Gratian, born in the year 359. Of 
his fccond wife, Juftina, the mother of Valentinian II. and 
of three daughters, we (hall fpeak hereafter. Valentinian 
was baptized, as we are told by St. Ambrofe % and held the 
doflrme of the council of Nice, though that of Arius gene- 
rally prevailed in Pannonia K He is uid by moft writers to 
h$ve been altogether illiterate j and Themiftius infinuates, 
that neither he, nor his brother Valens, had any knowlege 
of the Greek tongue ». But Aufonius allows him fomc 
erudition^. He applied himfelf early to the profeffion of 
arms, and on fevcral occafions gave remarkable proofs of 
bis courage, prudence, and experience \ He commanded 
2, body of horfe in Gaul, in quality of tribune ; but that 
command was taken from him by Conftantius, as we have 
related in the reign of that prince, upon a falfe charge 
brought againft him by Barbetio. 

Under Julian he was tribune of one of the bands of the 
guards called Joviani, who conftantly attended the em- 
peror *. Upon the promotion of Jovian, Lucillianus, fa- 
ther^inJaw to that prince, took him into Gaul, as an officer 
capable of eftablifliing, by his valour, and known abilities, 
the authority of the emperor in that province. LucilUanus 
was killed in a tumult at Rheims^ and Valentinian nar- 
rowly efcaped undergoing the fame fate. Upon his rctura 
into the Eaft, Jovian preferred him to the command of the 
fecond company of the fcutarii, or (hieldmen of the guard ; 
ind left him at Ancyra when he inarched from thence to 
Conftantinople, with orders to follow him fometime after *, 
Valentinian was at Ancyra when Jovian died at Dadaftana ; 
^n6, he wa$ chofen, in the manner we have related above^ 
to fucceed him. Upon his eleftion meffengers were im- 
mediately difpatched to acquaint him with his elevation ; 
aiud, in the mean time, Equitius and Leo were ordered to 
prevent difturbances or tumults in the army. Valentinian^ 
foon after the arrival of the meffengers, proceeded from 
Ancyra to Nice, where the army then was, on the twenty^ 
fourth of February j but did not appear publicly till the 
twenty-fixth, pcrnaps becaufe he was in fufpenfe, whether 
be fhould accept the empire or not, as we read in Vxikox 
the younger *n. This fuppofi^tiion at leaft feems more pro*. 

• Ambrof. Ep. xiii. p, 204* ' Socrat, lib, iv% cap. i. p. %\om 

■ Thcmift. Orat. vi. p. 71- k Aufon. IdylU xxviii. p. 339-. 

^ZoC p. 734. k Theodor. lib. lii, cap. 1%. ^ Ammian« 

iib# XXV. p. 3QS, m Vift. Epit, p. 545, 
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Inible to US that! the conjeflttfe of Aihifiianus Mai-celllna^y 
that out of foperftition he avoided traitfa£lin|; afiy thing oh 
the twenty-iiftfay it being the biffextile, and confe^uently 
an unlucky day. 

Be that as it will, orders were ^ivcrt iii the ctening, by . 
the advice of the prefeA Sallnfttus Secuhdtis, that no pef- 
fon who might be fuppofed to afpire to the empire^ (hould, 
on pain of death, be f(^en abroad neit morning. As foon 
as it was light the whole army was drawn up in a plain near 
the city of Nice ; and Valentinian appearing at their head 
was defiled to afcend the tribunal. He bad no fooner Hits fa- 
mounted than he was, with loud fliouts, falutcd Valenti- ^tf^<^fyf^t 
nianus Auguftus, and adorned, in the fight of the whole JJ^^^'J^ 
anny, with all the ehfigns of fovereignty, that is, with a jiupJus. 
purple fobfc and diadem "• After this ceremony the new 
emperor was preparing to harangue the army, according to 
cuftom, and had ali*eady ftretched out his hand, when he 
was ftopped by a feditious noife of the foldiery, requiring 
him to take that inftant a colleague in the fovereignty, that 
the empire might not for the future remain, as it had hap- 
pened twice in a few months, without a head. Valenti- ^^^fi^^- 
nian, though a man of great refolution and mtfepidity, Was ^i^lrtp-^d'tt 
in fome degree alarmed ; but foon refuming his ufual coii- ^i, quelling 
rage, he firft reprOved, with an air of authority, thofe who a tumult in 
appeared the mod forward and feditious ; and then, with- thearmj^ 
out any interruption, addreCed himfelf to the army in the 
following terms : " It was in vour power, a few days ago^ 
to chc^fe whom you pleafed lor your emperor j but fincc ' 
you have raifed me to that high ftation, I muft tell yon, 
power is no longer in your hands : you are not to prefcribc 
laws to your fovereign ; it is my province to command, 
and yours to obey : I am to judge, and not you, what ms^y 
be ttfeful and conducive to the public welfare. However, 
I do not fay that I will not take a colleague ; but in an affatr 
of fuch importance, I muft proceed with the utitioft care 
and precaution imaginable, left both you and I may here- 
after have occafion to repent of 6ur rtiihnefs." This refo- 
lutc fpeech, uttered with all the authority of a fovereign, 
filenced the mutineers. No one daring to oppofe a man 
who feemed born to command, he was again, with a gene- 
ral acclamation, faluted with the title of Auguftus, and 
.condu£ied to the imperial palace ^. 

Valentinian, being declared emperor at Nice on thic 
twenty-fixth of February of the year 364, left that city on 

" Zof. lib.Mi. p. 7H» * Ammian. lib xxv. p. 31a. Thed- 

doret.lib, iv. cap. 5. p. 665. Sozom. p. 645* Pliiloftorg. p. 113. 
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the twenty-eighth of the fame month, and removed to Con- 
ftantinople. His march was very expeditious \ for he made 
his public entry into Nicomedia on the firft of March, ami 
created his brother Valenspraefed us ftabuli, with the title of 
tribune i and, after his arrival at Conftantinople, declared him 
his colleague in the empire on the twenty-eighth of March, 
according to the mod probable opinion. This ceremony \iras 
performed at a place called Hebdomon, or the Seveatb, 
becaufe it was feven miles diftant from Condantinople. 
Some ti(ne after both princes weVc feized with a violent fe* 
ver, which was afcribed to the magical practices of Julian's 
friendg, efpecially of the philofophers Maximus and Pri{^ 
cus, who were apprehended, with many others, and car- 
ried in chains to Conftantinople. Prifcus was foon dif- 
chargtd ; but Maximus, who was univerfally hated, and 
fuppofed to. hate excited Julian againft Valentinian, on 
account of his zeal for the Chriftian religion, was con- 
demned to pay a heavy fine, and to remain in prifan till be 
had paid it. Many eminent perfons were accufed on this 
occafion; but the prefect Salluftius Secundus, with his 
ufual addrefs, prudence, and humanity, ftifled fuch accu- 
fations, and put an end to all farther enquiries ^ The two 
emperors were no fooner recovered, than they left Con- 
ftantinople, and paffing through Adrianople, arrived at 
Philippopolis, whence they ^proceeded to Sardica, and 
from that city to Naiflus in Dacia, where they were, on the 
third of June : they feem to have continued till about the 
eighteenth of the fame month, partly at Naiflus, partly at 
a caftle named Mediana, about three miles from that city 4. 
As the empire was threatened with a general invafion 
from the barbarous nations that furrounded it, Valentinian, 
the better to make head againft them, divided the pro* 
vinces between himfelf and his brother. He accordingly 
made this famous partition at Mediana, committing the 
£aft, comprehending all Afia, with Egypt and Thrace, to 
the government of Valcns ; and referving to himfelf Illyri- 
cum, Italy, Gaul, Spain, Britain, and Africa, After this 
partition both princes repaired to Sirmium, where they 
parted, Valentinian for Milan*, and Valens for Conftanti- 
nople ^ In the mean time the Barbarians burft into the 
empire from all quartjsrs, the Germans into Ga\il and Rhse- 
tia, the Sarmatians and Q^adi into Pannonia, the Pifts, 
Saxons^ Scots^ and Attacotti into Britain, and the Aftu- 
rians, and other Mooriih nations, into Africa. But the 

p Zof. lib iv. p. 755. Eunap. cap. 5. p. 82, 83, q Ammian. 

lib. xxvi. p. 315. Cod. Theodof. Cnron. p. 69. ' Aiumian. IJb, 
Kl^vi. p, 316. Codt Theodof^ Cbron. p. 69, 7c; 
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latter province was not fo much haraffed by the Barbarians 
as by Romanus, who bad been appointed by Jovian to pro- 
te& it; for the Afturians had in his reign made frequent Lilyal[n* 
inroads into Libya Tripolitana, and the neighbouring coun* p9iitama 
tri<;s. Romanus furpaffed the Barbarians themfelves in op- ^^f£'^ 
piefling and pillaging that unhappy province, and even re- %rians%^. 
fufed to march againft the enemy, who, r6ving up and tmdo^ 
down the country, committed dreadful ravages. He de- frijfed ly 
clined this fervice becaufe the inhabitants would not com- ^«««»w« 
ply with his exorbitant demands ; for he required, befides 
immenfe fums, four thoufand camels, without which, he 
faid, he could not take the field. The Africans, finding Romanus 
they received no proteftion from Romanus, charged the ^^^t»J'd^ 
deputies, whom they fent with the ufaal prefents to Va- ^J^^'^'l- 
leniiriian upon his acceffion to the empire, to lay before the command! 
«ew emperor the miferable ftate of their country ; which 
they did accordingly, offering to prove the particulars con- 
tained in the memorial which they prefented to the empe- 
ror ; but Remigius, whp was then magiftcr officiorum, and 
ihared with Romanus, his kinfman and confidant, the fpoils 
^f the province, by reprefenting things in a quite different 
light, managed his friend's caufe with fo much art and ad- 
drefs, that the emperor, not knowing whom to believe, 
referred the matter to a farther enquiry ; which, by the in- 
trigues of Remigius, was eafily put off froin time to time. 
However, they prevailed upon the emperor to give the 
command of the troops to Ruricius, governor of Libya Tri- 
politana ; buty by the intereft of Remigius, it was foon 
after refltored ^o Romanus. Mean while the Afturians 
affembled in greater numbers than ever, and laid wafte the 
fruitful territories of Leptis and Oea ; from which cities, 
and that of Sebrata, the province is faid to have been nam- 
ed Tripolis, that word importing three cities. As Roma- 
nus continued the whole time unconcerned and inaflive, 
the Barbarians fcoured the country without the leafl oppo- 
sition, ravaged it in a moft dreadful manner, put many 
lerfons of all ranks to the fword, took an incredible num- 
er of prifoners, and had even the confidence to beficgc 
Keptis, a flrong and populous city, which however they 
were not able to reduce. 

The noife of thefe devaflations reaching the emperor's Palladiut 
ears, he difpatched Palladius to pay the troops their ar- fent to !«• 
rears, and bring him a true account of the ftate of the pro- y*^*'*' '»f9 
▼ince. Romanus being immediately acquainted by his Jl'"^^'^*-^ 
friend Remigius with the errand on which Palladius was ^,^V/*" 
fent, perfuaded the principal officers of the army, with 
whom he maintained a good underftanding, to prefent Pal- 
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hd!u8| ^hoiH ht reprefented as a man of great authority at 
courts with a confiderable fliare of* the money brought to 
pay tbem^ Palladias accepted the prefent, and proceeded 
to Leptia, where he h^ard the complaints of the inbabitsuitst 
and was conduced to view the country^ that he might be 
an eye^witnefs of the miferable condition to which it ^was 
reduced^ and of the dreadful bavock the Barbarians had 
made, without being in the leaft curbed or reftrained. 
PalladiuS} at that fight, could not help ezclaijoiing againft 
RomanuS« telling him, in plain terms, that he would ac- 
quaint the emperor with his unaccountable coildud) and 
upbraided him with his cruelty and avarice. But Romanus 
Hi is gam* (ooii (lopped his moutb, by charging him, in his turn, 
gdv^rhj with converting to his private ufe the money with which 
^^*' be was entrufted to pay the foldicrs, and threatening to 
inform the emperor how be had betrayed his truft. This 
threat io intimidated PaUadius, that he agreed with Roma- 
nut to conceal the whole from the emperor, whom accord- 
ingly heaflured on his return, that the city of Leptis, and 
the Tripolitan proviiKre, complained without reafon ; a re- 
port which was believed, Palladitis being generally efteem«> 
ed a man of integrity, and above bribery and corruption. 
The emperor wa» fo far mifled, and fo hamefnlly impofed 
iij^on, that he Ordered him into Africa to try and punifh 
the authors of the fuppofed calumnies and falfe charges 
brought againft Romanus. In the difcharge of this fcan- 
daious office^ he tampered fb a^rtfully with the inhabitants 
of Leptis, that they difowncd the complaints which Jovi- 
Btt^v <>"^ ^ their deputies, had exhibited before the em- 
peror in their name, maintaining, that they had given him 
no fuch (iommiflion. Jovinus himfelf, to gain the favour 
of Palladiiis and Romanos, and avoid the danger that 
His accu' threatened him, owned that he had made a falfe report to 
/^^ P^' the emperor ; who thereupon ordcried him to be put to 
Mifhed. death, with feme of the chief citizens of Leptis, and the 
governor Ruricius, who had confirmed the truth of the in- 
formations brought againft Romanus The latter was ex- 
ecuted at Stephae in Mauritania, and the others at Utica. 
Erefthius and Ariftomcncs, two other citizens of Leptis, 
who had complained of Romanus, were condemned to have 
their tongues cut out : but they foUnd means to make their 
eCcape, and lay concealed till the reign of Gratian, when 
this fcene of iniquity was difcovered ». 

In the foUowig year, 565, both princes entered upon 
their firft confulfliip, the one at Milan, the other at Con- 

« Ammian. lib. xxvi, p 316, tc lib, xxvii.p. 347'— S^o, 
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ftantinople. Valentinian continued at Milan till the montti Vn of FL 
of Augufty and afterwards vifitcd Verona, Aquileia, and %%is. 
Luceria. From Italy he paffed into Gaul, and was cither ^. D. 365. 
at, or near Paris, in the latter end of Ofiober, when he •"^^* 
received certain intelligence that ihe Germans had made ^^^ ^^. 
an irruption into that province, and that Procopius had re-^- mamhrtfji 
volted in the £aft. Of the latter we (hall fpeak in the uUn G«W| 
reign of Valens. As for the Germans, they had fent am<- 
bafladors to congratulate Valentinian on bis acceffion to the 
empire ; but ifrfacius, then magifter officiorum, having 
received them in a very contemptuous manner, and di& 
mifTed them with inconfiderable prefents, they had thrown 
tbem away with fcom and indignation, and, upon their re- 
turn, urged their countrymen to take arms and revenge the 
affront. They broke therefore into Gaul, and laid waftc 
the country bordering on the Rhine. Valentinian difpatch- 
ed Dagalaiphus againft them, and advanced in perfon as far 
aa Rheims to fupport him. But the Germanis retiring at hut mire 
his approach, he returned to Paris, and took up his winter- ^' '^"/'^ 
quarters *. He propofed to return into Illyricum to make ^J^l^J^J^ 
head againft the rebel Procopius ; but his friends, and the for* 
deputies of all the cities in Gaul eameftly intreating hitn 
not to leave that province ei^pofed to the inroads of the 
Germans, he complied with their requeft, confidering, fays 
Ammianus Marcellinus, that Procopius was only an enemy 
to his family, whereas the Germans were declared ene- 
mies to the whole Roman empire. Being therefore re- 
folved not to leave Gaul, he difpatched Neotherius, at that 
time only a notary, but afterwards conful, into Africa, to 
prevent Procopius from making himfelf mafter of that pro- 
vince ; and at the fame time enjoined Equitius to cover Il- 
lyricum, and watch the motions of the ufurper on that fide. 

The next confuls were Gratian and Dagalaiphus : the Yr. of FI, 
latter was general of the horfe, and had been comes domef- *^'^' 
ticorum under Julian : his name feems to import, that he ^ c^* ^i^ 
was by birth a Barbarian. His colleague was the fon of ' *'^ ^ 
tlie emperor Valentinian, and then an infant ; whence in <r/ie Ro- 
the dates of the laws cnzStcd this year he is marked thus, mam de^ 
NB. P. that is, Nobltffimus Puer. The Germans, who fff^^^ 
had invaded Gaul the preceding year, and retired at the ^^ 
approach of the emperor, now returned, and having paffed 
the Rhine on the ice, defeated the Romans in a pitched 
battle, took the ftandards of the Batavians and Heruli, and 
l(illed the two counts Charietto and Severianus, who com- 
manded the Roman forces "• When this battle was fought^ 

Cod. TbeodoA Cbron. p* 75. • Zof. lib. iv, p. 740, 
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Valf ntian was at Paris, whence he immediately difpatched 
Dagalaiphus, to prevent the evil confequences that vrere 
likely to attend the defeat of the other generals. Dagalai- 
phusy pretending he had not fufficient ftrength to engage 
the enemy, who were difperfed about the country in great 
bodies, did not even attempt to reftrain them. He ^ras 
therefore recalled ; and Jovinus, general of the troops in 
Gaul, who was appointed in his room, gained a complete 
viftory over the Germans. The public joy for the happy 
fucceifesof this glorious campaign, was greatly heightened 
by the arrival of meflcngers from Valens, with the head of 
Procopius, killed in Aiia on the twenty-feveath of May. 
Valentinian had returned to Rheims on the twenty-fcvcnth 
of November, and appears to have continued there all the 
winter. 

The next confuls were Lupiclnus and Jovinus, both ge- 
nerals, the former under Valens in Syria, and the latter 
under Valentinian in Gaul. All the laws of this year, to 
the third of June, are dated from Rheims; a plain proof 
that the emperor continued there till that time : one dated 
the(ixth of Auguft was enadled at Nemocfia, a place in the 
neighbourhood of Rheims ''. From Nemoefia the emperor 
removed to Amiens. He was probably confined fo long at 

Falentinian Rheims by a violent diftemper with which he was feized 
fmUsiU\ this year. As his recovery was defpaired of, the great 
officers of the court began to form cabals, and to think of 
naming a fucceflbr. The chief candidates for the imperial 
dignity were Rufticus Julianus and Severjus, both dreaded 
on account of their feverity and rigour, but the former 
much more than the latter : he afterwards betrayed a moft 
cruel and favage temper when he was proconful of Africa. 
Severus was, in the judgment of Ammianus, in every re- 
fpeft preferable to Julianus*. 

Yr. of Fl. But the emperor's unexpefted recovery defeated the 
*^'7' hopes and intrigues of the courtiers; for he, being probably 

U C ii6c! informed of what had been tranfa6^ed, refolved to prevent 
' any farther difputes, by raifing his fon Gratian to the em- 

hui reco' pire. Having therefore privately gained the foldiery, he 

'vers, ani aflembled them in the neighbourhood of Amiens ; and, 
'€rtates his ^j^jj their confent and approbation, declared him his col- 

iianmpi' '^^g^^ ^" the empire, veiling him with the purple and 

fQf^ other enfigns of fovereignty, amidft the loud acclamations 

of the multitude y. Gratian was created emperor on the 
twenty-fourth of Auguft, 367, at the city of Amiens, for 

^Cod. Theodof. Chron. p. 77, 79. « Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 
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which he IS faid to have ever (hewn a very parti.cular regard : 
lie was then about eight years old, having been born in 
359, on the eighteenth of April, or, as others affcrt, on 
the twenty-third of May. About the clofe of this year the 
city of Mentz was unexpefledly attacked, taken, and plun- Thg dtytf 
deredy by Rhando, one of the princes of the Alemans, M/jy/z /«« 
while the emperor, fays Ammianus, was employed in fome ^'«<««<' 
other expedition % but in what expedition we are not in- ^^^jf^^^ 
formed. Valentinian, foon after the promotion of Gratian, Alemans. 
left Amiens, and repaired to Treves, in which city he 
paffed the winter*. In the cdurfe of this year the Picls ThfPias 
and Scots broke into the Roman territories, but were re- ondSnu 
pulfed by Theodofius, father to the emperor of that name, ^f'^* ^»'» 
as well as the Franks and Saxons, who had broken into J^^f,^^*. 
Gaiil; and it was probably on account of the advantages, but an ul 
gained on this occafion that Valentinian aflumed the title putfed iy 
©f the conqueror of the Franks, which is given him in an *^^^odqfius^ 
infcription of the year 369 •*. Ammianus, among the other 
tranfadiions of this year, relates feveral inftances of the ex- 
ccffive feverity^ and injuftice of Valentinian, who had hi- 
therto, with great hypocrify, concealed the cruelty of his 
temper. He condemned Diodes, who had been comes Inflancesof 
largitionum in lUyricum, to be burnt alive for very incon- VaUnxini'^ 
fiderable faults ; and ordered Diodorus, who had been ^"'' '''*• 
agens in rebus, to be put to death, with three apparitors '^* 
of the vicar of Italy, on pretence that Diodorus had com- 
menced a fuit againft a count, who was going to court, 
and the apparitors had, purfuant to their office, fummoned 
him to appear. The memory of DiodoruSf and the three 
apparitors, \% ftill honoured,' fays Ammianus, by the Chrif- 
tians at Milan, who ftyle the place where they were buried 
the Innocents*^. To this event probably the quseftor £u- 
phraxius alluded, when, upon the emperor's commanding^ 
another perfon to be flain for caufmg the fentence of a law- 
ful judge to be executed, he told him, that the Chriftiah 
religion honoured thofe as martyrs, whom he«cohdemned 
as guilty. St. Jerom tells us, that this year, in the country 
of the Atrebates, now the Artois, wool fell from heaven 
mixed with rain ^, Orofius adds, that it was true wool ' ; 
and Bucherius, that fome of it is ftill to be feen at Arras, 
where it is called manna ^ 

In the following year the two emperors, Valentinian and 
Valens, were confuls for the fecond time. The former 

» Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 349, » Cod Theodof. Chron. p. 8i, 
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cnaAed federal excellent laws % and, among the reft, on# 
commanding all advocates, or lawyers, to forbear, in plead- 
ing, abufive terms and invefiivesy and to content them- 
felves With fuch fees as their clients (hall be pleafed to pve 
them, without making any previous bargain or agreement ^« 
By another law be eftabUQies a phyfidan in each of the 
fourteen quarters, into which the city of Rome was divid- ■ 
ed, who was to take care of the poor, and be maintained 
at the public ezpence. By this law the pbyfician is allowed 
to accept what his patient Ihould think fit to give him, 
when entirelv recovered, but not what he had proostfcd 
during his illneft ^ By a third law he commands fome 
foldiers to remove frcmi a fynagogue, where they were 
quartered, that being contrary to the refpe^l due to a place 
dedicated to the wor&ip of God. Valentinian enteiing the 
territories of the Alemans, defeated them with great flaagh- 
ter, and employed the greater part of the folbwing year in 
fortifying the banks of the Rhine, as appears from feveral 
laws of different dates enaded at Marciaticum, which mckft 
geographers take to be Manheim, at Altrip between Man- 
heim and Spire, and at Brifac. 

At this period, the emperor caufcd feveral fenators, go- 
vernors, of provinces, judges, and other officers, to be con« 
demned for receiving bribes^ and opprefling the people 
committed to their care» and among the reft the eunuch 
Rhodanus, hia chief chamberlain, whom, upon the com- 
plaint of a widow named Berenice, wbofe eftate the eunuch 
had feized unjuftly, he caufed to be immediately appse- 
bended,and to be burnt alive in the circus, where the pco* 
pie were i»fiembled to behold the fpoits '^. The next coi»* 
f«ls were the two emperors Valentinian and Valeas, both 
the third tin>e. The former continued aS the year j7o» a» 
appears from feveral laws, dated partly at Treves, partly at 
Alteia» which Js fuppofed to have been an imperial palace 
or cou0try-feat near that city. In ar» infeription oi this 
year, which is ftiU to be feen at Vienna in AiAria,^ we read 
that Equititts, general of the troops in Ulyricuc^,. erefi^d by 
the^ emperor's orders a fort in that country \, and itotxt an- 
other inscription of the following year, found near SorK^* 
nium or Gran m Lower Hungary, it appears^ that anothey 
fort was built by his command in that neighbotuhood, £qm& 
pfote£ting the trade carried on by the fubje£ts of the em- 
pire in thofe parts. The emperor likewife built a bridge 
this year over the Tiber at Rome, which was then called 

^ Cod.Theodof. lib.ii. tit. lo. leg. ii. p. 140. & Cod. JuH. lib. iu 
tit. 6. leg, 6. p. 1S7. i Ibid. lib. xiii. tit. 3. leg- S. p. 34, ^ Zo» 
nar. p, 26. Chron. Alex. p. 700. Suid. p. 706^ 707. 
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die bridgt of Gratian, afterwards the bridge Ceftiu$> and it 
by the prefeat inhabitants ftyled Ponto di S. Bartolomeo, or 
the bridge oif St. Bartholomew, being near the porch of St* 
Bartholomew's chuirh^ This year is remarkable in hif^ TkeSax§n$ 
tory Sot an irruption of the Saxons, who, inhabiting the^'*^'/'*/* 
coafts of the ocean amongft inacceffibie marihes, left ^*"/''^'* 
their country in great numbers, and landing on the Roman 
territories, committed dreadful ravages,, but were almoft to 
a man treacherouiiy cut off by the Romans. 

The Burgundians, amounting to eighty thoufand fight- Yr. of Fl. 
ing men, appeared on the banks of the Rhine, invited by. *'*o, 
Valentinian, who maintained a private intelligence witn u'c^' ^m* 
their kings, and had promifed to pafs the Rhine, and, in ' *" 
conjun£lion with them, fall upon the Alemans^ with whom An arm rf 
they were then at variance on account of fome falt-pits. So^ooo 
But the emperor being bufied in building the above men- BurgunM* 
tioned forts, and not willing to interrupt that work^ and ^^J^^^"rff 
join them, as he had promifed, they put all th^ piifoners i^Xw. ^ 
they had taken to the fword, and returned to their own 
country, highly enraged againfl: the emperor, by whom they 
had been thus difappointed and deluded*. However, 
Theodofius, general of the horfe, to which poft he had been 
raifed for his gallant and prudent conduct in, Britain, talk- 
ing advantage of the confternation the Alemans were in^ 
made an irruption into their country, and tbturned with a 
conflderable number of captives, to whom the emperor al« 
lotted lands and fettlements*on the banks of the Po. Am- Thfm^a 
mianus gives us a pathetic account oJF the horrible cruelties iruiUiu^f 
prafkifed this year at Rome by Maximwus, or, as others ^'^^*. 
ftyle him, Maximus, a man of a moft inhuman and £ftvase j^^j^^ 
temper. He was brother-in-law to Valentine, or Vakntx- 
nian, who attempted to ufurp the fovereignty in Bsitain } 
but neverthelefs of a mean defcent, and by birth a Barba-* 
rian. However, he raifed himfelf to the nrft employments 
in the ftate. He w;is firft appointed governor of Corfica 
and Sardinia, and afterwards of Tufcia or Tulcany% from 
the latter government he wa« preferred to tl^e hoooun^ble. 
employment of pra:fe£tus annonae at Rome, whofe province- 
it was to fupply the city with provifions j' which office he 
performed at firft with great prudence and moderation, but 
in the end betrayed a moft cruel, inhumaip, and revengeful 
temper. Chiio, who had been vicar to the prefeffcs, and 
his* wife Maxima, having accused Sencus, A{bolMi% and 
Campenfis, three perfons of mean condition, before Oi^'^. 
brius, prefe£l or governor of the city, for having, by magU 

'Gruten p. 160. Bar^a. Aon. %\%. aOro£ p. 377. 

cal 



4 



14a fhe Hiftory of the 

eal practices and enchantments, endeayoured to take away^ 
their lives, Olybrius began to inveftigate this matter \ bdt 
he falling fick, the complainants impatient of delays peti- 
tioned and obtained, that the caufe might be referred toothe 
praefe£lus annonae, who readiW undertook it, glad of any 
opportunity that offered to fatisty his cruel difpofition. He 
bad fcarce begun his examinations, when he wrote ta the 
emperor, that innumerable perfons were guilty of magical 
pradices, but could not be convifled without racks and tor-, 
tures. Upon this information, the emperor, who was him« 
felf naturally inclined to cruelty, appointed Maximinus vi* 
car to the prefers in the room of Aginacius, and im- 
powered him to put fuch perfons, if thought neceflaryj to 
the rack, as had been by other princes exempjted on ac- 
count of their rank^ or only fubje£ted to it in cafes of trea- 
fon. With Maximinus he joined in commifBon Leo, at 
that time only a notary, but afterwards raifed to the dig- 
nity of magifter officiorum. He was a Pannonian, of mean 
parentage, but no lefs blood-thirfty, according to Ammia- 
nu8« than his colleague Maximinus **. 
^^fif^^f Tbefe two in^lacable jndges performed their commiilion 
tortured ^^'^ ^^^^ cruelty peculiar to their charaftcrs : perfons of all 
and exi' r^nks and ages were dragged to their tribunal, tortured 
tuitd. without merey, and either executed like public malefa£lors, 

or ftripped of their eftates, and driven into exile. Among 
the former were Marinus, a famous pleader, Cetbegus, Pa- 
phius, and Cornelius, all three fenators, and many other 
eminent perfons of both fexes. Alypius, a young nobleman 
of great diftin£lioi|^<.was» i)r a very fmali fault, banilhed. 
Lollianus, the fon of Lar^iadius,. who had been governor 
of Rome in 306, and praefeclus praetorio under Conflantius, 
being accufed of having copied, when he was very young, 
a book of magic, his father, finding Maximinus inclined 
to condemn him to banifhment, advifed him to appeal to 
the emperor; which he did accordingly: but Valentinian 
having referred the caufe to Phalangws, governor of Bae- 
tica, who furpaffed Maximinus bimfelf in barbarity, the 

Suth was fentenced to death, and publicly beheaded. As 
aximinus continued exterminating without di(tin£lion of 
fcx, age, or condition, the fenate di^atched deputies to the 
emperor, earneftly entreating him, as he tendered the lives 
of his innocent fubjefts, to revoke the power given to Ma- 
ximinus. Valentinian complied with their requeft; a cir- 
cumflance which terminated for the prefent thofe bloody 
executions. Maximinus was called to court, and received, 

> Ammian. lib. xxviii, p. 35S— 360, & feq. 

witk 



Maji€rn and JVefiern Umpire. ^41 

^vith great marks of efteem and aSe£^ion by the -emperor^ 
who two years after created him prefcft of Gaul, in which 
office he continued at leaft three years ; but was foon after 
executed by Gratian^ with fome of the minifters of his 
cruelty. 

The following year, when Gratian and Sex. Petronius yr. ©f Ff. 
Probus were confuls, the emperor ena£led feveral remark- %%^l. 
able laws; among the reft oiie dated the eleventh of Fc- A. 0,371. 
bruary, and addrcffed to Virentius prefeft of Gaul, import- "'^'"^^* 
ing, that fuch players and comedians as ihould have re- j;^,^^ 
ceived at the point of death the facrament of baptifm, enaatdhy 
fhould not be obliged, if they recovered, to a£i: again on Volenti* 
the ftage **. From this law it appears, that the profeilion *'^''* 
of a player> jalways deemed infamous among the Romans, 
was, under the Chriftian princes, thought inconfiftent with 
Chriftianity ; and likewife, that it was not free and volun- 
tary, butfervile and hereditary in certain families. By an- 
other law, dated the feventh of September, the emperor 
declares, that the daughters of players (hall not be obliged 
to follow the profeffion of their mothers, if they have be* 
haved in any other calling fo as to defervc a good cha-^ 
ra£ter. By a third law, dated the twenty-ninth of May, and ' 
addrefled to the fenate, he allows the free exercife of the 
Pagan religion ; and by a fourth, dated the twenty^eighth 
of June, feveral privileges are granted or reftored to the 
Pagan pontiffs, and the fame honour and refpe£l is ordered 
to be paid to them as to the comitea or counts. It is fur-^ 
priiing that an emperor, who is faid to have been not only 
an orthodox, but a zealous Chriftian, (hould have thus fa- 
voured the Pagan pontiff^ and religion. By a law, dated 
the feventeenth of May, he exempts fuch as had been ad* 
mitted among the clergy before his time from all civil 
offices; but obliges the reft to difcharge them, notwith- 
ftanding the privileges and immunities granted by othet 
princes to ecclefiaftics. All the laws enacted this year be<^ 
fore the twenty-eighth of June, arc dated from Treves^ 
whence he removed to Cantionacum^ a place unknown to 
geographers, but which muft have been but' at a fmall dt& 
tance from Treves, fince the emperor was in that city on 
the twenty-eighth of June, and the verj next day at Gan-^ 
tionacum, where he remained till the fifteenth of Auguft* 

On the fixth of September he was at Ment2, probably on Hi m- 
faiff march into the country of the Alemana; for this year ttmpis t6 
he undertook an expedition againft them, hoping to fur- /f''/'*^'^ 
prife their king Macrianus. This gallant prince having re- ^i^^^J 

^ Cod. Tbeod. lib. xv« tit* 7« leg. t. p« 361, & feqi 
Vol. XIV. R ceived 
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ceived tiiHtly notice of his approach, faved himfelf by 
flight ; and the emperor, greatly enraged for his difappoint- 
ment, returned to Treves, after having defolated the 
country round Mcntz belonging to the Alemans, called Bu- 
cinobantes, to whom he gave one of their own nation » 
named Fraomarius, for king, who foon after exchanged bis 
new dignity for the command of fome of his countrymen 
then quartered in Britain. Valentinian returned to Treves, 
with his two generals, Severus and TheodoGus, on the 
fixth of December p. The next confuls were Modeftus and 
Arintheus, during whofe adminiftration nothing happened 
in the Weft, which authors have thought worthy of tranf- 
mitting to pofteriiy. From the dates oF feveral laws, it ap- 
pears, that the emperor pafTed the whole year, partly at 
Treves, and partly at Nazonacum, fituated at a fmall dis- 
tance from that city. 

The next confuls were Valentinian and Valens, both for 
the fourth time. This year Maximinus was created prefeft 
of Gaul ; and the firft againft whom he exerted his new 
authority, was a perfon guilty of as enormous crimes as 
himfelf, namely, Remigius, who, being magifteY officiorum^ 
h^d fcreened his kinfman Romanus from the punifhmenc 
due to the many cruelties, murders, and extortions, which 
be had committed in Africa. Leo, upon his return from 
Rome, where he had been joined in commiiTion with Maxi- 
minus, being raifed to the poft of magifter bfficiorum, Re- 
migius, who held it before him, retired to his eflate m the 
neighbourhood of Mentz, his native city, to lead a retired 
life. But Maximinus, defpifing him when out of po^xrer, 
feized and tortured one of his domeftics, named Csefarius,. 
in order to make him difcover the evil praflices of his ma- 
fter, and what fums he had received of Romanus to defend 
Eemigtttf and fuppt>rt him at court. This particular Remigius no 
tiudPalla* fooner undcrftood, than, impelled by fear, he ftranglcd 
^^^'^mtl'ces ^'"^f*^^> ^ avoid a public and more ignominious deaths. 
tf^Roml- Pialladius, who had been no Icfs guilty than Remigius, had 
nuftjfrart' been difgraced before, for fome other mifdemeanour, though 
gU thim- he afcribed his misfortune chiefly to his having impofed 
ftifveu ypQYi the emperor in an afiair of fuch importance. Of this 
deeeit Valentinian had fome fufpicton, and therefore ofder- 
cd him to be arretted ; but while the foldiers who guarded 
fiim, were paffing the night (no doubt the eve of fomefefti- 
val) in a church, be followed the example of Remigius, by 
putting an end to his own life. Romaatis- himfelf was then 

p Aoinian. lib. %xr%. p. 397- ft. lib. xxx. p. 3^9. Cod«Theod. 
p. 89, iiitc^ 4 Ibid. lib. xxx. p^ 417^ 
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under arreft, for having, by his unwarrantable conduQ^ 
provoked Firmus, a Moorifli prince, to revolt, Theodofius, 
who was fent to fupprefs the rebellion, had feized Roma- 
nus, with all his domeftics and papers, among which were 
found fome relating to the ailair of Leptis. Upon this'dif- 
covery, Palladius had been arrefted ; but both he and Re- 
migius having laid violent hands on themfelves, Romanus 
was fome time after fet at liberty, and the matter dropped 
for the prcfent, but refumed under Gratian, when Ro- 
manus was convifked of high mifdemeanours ; neverthelefs^ 
by the intereft of Merabaudus, he was allowed to plead hi^ 
own caufe before the emperor. What was the iffue of this 
affair, we are no-where told. Firmus, whom We have 
mentioned above, was the fon of Nubel, the moft powerful 
of all the Moorifh princes, who confidered him, though 
fubjed to the Romans, as their king and fovereign. He 
left feveral fons, and among the reft Firmus and Zamma; 
The latter being privately murdered by his brother Firmus^ 
Romanus, with whom Zamma lived in great intimacy, td 
revenge the death of his friend, did all that lay In his power 
to incenfe the emperor againft Firmus. being affifted by his 
kinfman Remigius, then magifter officiorum^ 

Firmus, apprifed of the danger that threatened him, and ^i^f^us ti* 
no longer able to bear the haughty and infolent behaviour ^^.^f '" 
of Romanus, and the officers of the army, refolved to arm 4^''^^* 
in his own defence. Accordingly, having animated the 
other MooriOi nations to {hake off the yoke under which 
they had long groaned, he aflumed the purple, and the 
other enfigns of royalty, with the title of king, a Roman 
tribune, who had taken part with him, laying his collar 
upon the head of the new king, inftead of a diadem'. Find-^ 
ing himfelf in a Chort time at the head of a confiderable 
body of Moors, who flocked to him from all quarters, he 
ravaged the provinces of Africa and Mauritania without 
oppofition, and even furprifed Caefarea, now Algler, the Tain CSt^ 
metropolis of Mauritania CsefarienGs, where he found a f^,^* ^ 
confiderable fum belonging to the trcafury, left in the Jj "^ 
hands of the magiftrates of that city. The officers of the ^ ^^^^' 
trcafury fued the magiftrates for the money which had been 
intrufted with them ; but were ordered by the emperor to 
drop the profecution, Clemens, biihop of the place, having 
prevailed upon him to ifiue that order^ which faved hi^ 
country from impending ruin *» 

^ Ammian. Hb^xxx. p. 419. Orof. lib. vii. cap. 3 j. :^of.lib, Ivi > 
p. 744* * Codi Tfaeod. tit. 6. p. 389. Sjrmmadi. lib^ i. eptft. 584 
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The emperor M'as no fooner informed of the revolt of 
Firmus^ than he difpatched Theodofius, the beft general of 
his time againft him, with the troops that were quartered 
in Fannonia and Upper Moefia, and a detachment put of 
thofe that attended the court. Theodofius embarked at 
Aries in the latter end of the year 372^ or the beginning of 
373, and having a favourable paflage, landed at a place 
called Igilgitanum in Mauritania Sitifenfis. His firft care^ 
upon his arrival^ was to arreft Romanus, who, by hi» 
haughty and arbitrary condu£^, had forced the Moors to 
revolt. Hrnius> in the inean time, bearing that (o renown- 
frtunds fo ed a commander was fent agauift him, began to defpair of 
fubmit. fuccefs. He difpatched deputies to Theododus, declaring^ 
that he had been forced to revok;, that he did not pretend 
to judify what he had done,^but^on the contrary, was ready 
to fubmit, and c^uit the enfigns of royalty, provided the 
emperor would forgive his paft condud). Theodofius, think- 
ing it advifeable to admit of his fubmiflion and excufe, 
aflured him of his pardon, .upon his delivering up fome of 
the chief men among the Moors, as hoftages. This con- 
dition Firmus promifed to fulfil ; but as he delayed from 
day to day the execution of his promife,.Theodofius, fufpe£t-> 
ing his fincerity, marched from Fanchariana, the place of 
the general rendezvous, to Tubufuptius, in the neighbour- 
hood of mount Ferratus, where Mafcezel, brother to Fir- 
mus, lay encamped with a confidevable body of Moors. He 
was there met by a fecond embaffy from Firmus ; but as 
the deputies brought no hoflages> he would not admit theirv 
to his prefence> but fell unexpeftedly upon the Tyndenfcs 
and Mafiniffenfes, two Moorifh nations, commanded by 
••irn# <« ».- Mafcezel. Having defeated them with great Haughter, he 
Tanciwith ravaged the country,, rafed the caflle of Pctra, which had 
Firmus. been lately built, and reduced another forttefe, which he 
made choice of for a magazine, filling it with all forts of 
provifions, that he might be enabled^ if ncceffaiy^ to pe- 
netrate farther into the country. 

In the mean time Mafcezel^ having rallied his broken 
forces, ventured a fecond engagement, in which he was 
attended with no better fuccefs than in the former^ great 
numbers of his troops being cut off, and he himfelf with 
Firmus difficulty efcaping. In confequence of thefe difafters^ Fir- 
prttendsm- ^lus delivered the promifed hoftagcs, and fent with them 
fome bifliops to intercede with Theodofius in his behalf. 
The Roman general received them with the utmoft civility 
and refpedi. Upon their promifing, in the name of Firmus^ 
that the booty and prifoners be had taken, fiiould be reftor- 
ed| and the Roman army fupplied with, provifions, he 
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granted a general pardon to him and his followers ; which 
fo encouraged the Moor, that he came in perfon to wait on 
Theodofius ; and lamenting his folly and rafhnefsy promif*- 
«d to make amends for both by his future condu£^ and fide- 
lity. Theodoiius received him in the moft cordial mannefy 
gave him ail the encouragement he expe£led or defired, and 
^ifmifled him, extremely pleafed with his reception. Fir- 
mus, at his departure, left fome of his relations for ho- 
ft ages ; and two days after furrendered to the Romans a 
place called Icofium, with the prifoners, military enfigns, 
and the booty he had taken. From thence Theodofius ad- 
vanced to Tipafa, where he received the ambafiadors of the 
Mazices, a nation inhabiting the eaftern parts of Maurita- 
nia Caefarienfis, who had joined Firmus in his rebellion. 
They came to fubmit in the name of the whole nation, and 
to itnplore pardon for their revolt; but Theodofius returned 
no other anfwer, than that their perfidy deferved to be pu- 
niflied with the utmoft feverity. 

From Tipafa he proceeded to Csefarea, now Algier, 
which Firmus had taken irl the beginning of the rebellion, 
and delivered up to be plundered by his foldiers. There hut pre* 
he received intelligence, that Firmus was preparing again porufw 
for war ; that he had never had any real intention of con- ^*''' 
eluding a peace with the Romans •, and that he only watch- '. 
ed an opportunity of falling upon them to advantage. Up- 
on this intelligence, Theodofius, leaving at Casfarea the 
firft and fecond legions, to repair the fortifications, and fe-( 
cure it againft any farther attempts of the enemy, marched 
to Sugabarri, a town of Mauritania Caefarienfis, where he 
furprifed a Roman cohort, who had joined the rebels. Their 
tribunes he put to death ; but contented himfelf with con- 
demning the common foldiers to the meaneft offices in the 
army. From thence he advanced farther into the country. 
Having reduced Gaionatis and Tingitanum, two places of Tk§9dofiM4 
great ftrength, hepafled the mountain Ancorartus, and en- g^Jftgrgat 
tering the country of the Mazices, gained a fignal vidory ^aZT^ver 
over them. They made at firft a vigorous refifttince ; but hucMfgdi* 
were at length totally defeated, and almoft all put to the rattt. 
fword. Notwithftanding this vidlory, the Moors poured 
down upon him from all quarters in fuch multitudes, that 
he thought it prudent to retire, rather than to penetrate 
farther into the country, his army amounting only to three 
choufand five hundred. The enemy, apprifed of his defigni 
not only harafled him inceflantly on his march, but by ftop- 
ping up all the pafles^ cut ofiF bis retreat; infomuch that 
the whole army muft inevitably have perifticd, had not the 
Moors unexpe&edly fled> and left the pafiTes open, at the 
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figbt of a great body of their own coantrymeDf who 

they miftpok for a reinforcement coming to relieve Theo- 

dofius. The Romany having thus, by a happy miftake, 

. f^fcaped death or flavery, retired in good order to Muzuca- 

Sum, and from thence to Tipata« fhere Theodofius^^ re- 
citing on the pofture of his afiairs^ refolved to manage the 
war after another manner \ and to try, whether he could, 
by menaces or promifes, prevail upon the nations in aW 
liance with Firmus to make a feparate peace, and deliver 
l)im up to the Romans. 

With this view he difpatched ambafTadors to the federal 
nation^ that bad joined him % a circumftance which Firmusy 
who was yiftW acquainted with the fickle temper of the 
Firmus «- ]^Ioors, no foon^r ^nderftoodj than, dreading the iflue of 
bandws hu j^^y^ negociations, he abandoned his army ; and taking the 
JtUs^io^ke advantage of a dark night, retired privately to the moun- 
ififitnfts i tains called Caprarienles, which were deemed inaccefiible^ 
The multitude, ftruck with amazement at his flight, foon 
difperfed \ and Theodofius, feizing their camp, made him-* 
felf mafter of the neighbouring countries without the leaft 
oppofitioH) appointing fuch governors, as had given him 
evident proofs of their fidelity. He then marched in purfuit 
of Firmus, who had taken refuge in the country of the Ifa-y 
^enfes. That warlike nation refufing to deliver him up, 
feveral battles were fought, in one o? which Mazaca, the 
brother of Firmus, was taken prifoner \ but died the fame 
day of the wounds he had received. Evafms, a perfon of 
great authority among the Ifaflenfes, and his fon Floras, fell 
fikewife into the hands of the Romans ; and as they had 
been remarkably zealous in the caufe of Firmus, they were 
both, by Theodofius 'S orders, burnt alive. The Romans, 
fverppwered with numbers, were often reduced to great 
tDk9 art diftrefs % but having at length utterly defeated the enemy ia 
^'^jfi ^ a battle which lafted from morning to night, fome nations^ 
jMdojius. ^^^ j^^j joined the Ifaflenfes, began to be weary of the 
war, and defert their alliance. Igmazen, prince of the 
country, Ending hjmfelf abandoned by his allies, and in nq 
ePBdition to make b^ad againft the Romans with his own 
forces only, privately agreed with Theodofius to betray 
Firmus, and accordingly ordered him to be fecured, while 
firmus be was preparing tp maxe his efcape. But FirmuSi to avoid 
^k-^^fif ^^ difgracc of the punifliment, which he apprehended from 
f^*>/- ^}je Romans, ftrangled him felf while his guards were aileep, 
to the great grief of Igmazen, who had p^opofed to ingra* 
tiate bimfelf with the Romans, by carrying him alive to. 
their camp. However, he immediately fent the body to. 
^l^codofius, who Received it with great joy, and foon aftef 
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relurflecf to Siti&St which cky he entered ih triuinph. Thfe 
Several Moorifii nations, that bad joined Firmus, fent de- 
puties to fue for peace ; which Theodoiius granted, upon 
their delivering up fome of their leading men, whom he 
fentenced to death '. In this war Gildo, one of the brothers 
of Firmus, fought under the Romans* and gave fignal proofs 
of his fidelity ; but afterwards revolted under Honorius, and 
was attended with no better fuccefs than his brother. 

In the following year, when Gratian was confnl the third Yn of Fl« 
time with Equitius, many eminent perfons of both fexes were *'M- 
cruelly racked and executed by Simplicius, vicar of Rdme» ^'P* ^'** 
who, being raifed to that eniploy ment by the intereft of Maxi- * ^^^^ 
minus, put, under various pretences, all thofe to death to Cruelties 
whom his patron bore the lead enmity, and among the reft exerdfed 
Aginaciusi a patrician of an illuftrious'alui ancient family, ^\ Rome by 
who had been confular or governor of Byzacene under Ju* ^^^/''"*^« 
lian, and. vicar of Rome in the prefent reign. He v(ras ae* 
•cufedof adultery ; and though the informer could not fup^ 
port the charge, yet he was fentenced to death, and exeeut* 
€d with Anepfia, a lady of great diftindion, who being ac- 
cufed of the fame crime, had impeached Aginacius, hoping 
by that perfidy to ingratiate herfelf with* Simplicius, and eC 
cape the danger that threatened her. The emperor paffecjl 
the winter at Milan, as appears from the dates of feveval 
laws, but was again at Treves on the twenty-firftof May, 
and the twentieth of June *. From thence he marched in- 
to Germany; and after having ravaged the country bor«- . 
dering on the Rhine, returned to Bafle, in the neighbour*' 
hood of which city he ordered a fort to be built named Ro- 
bur: from this fort we find a law dated the tenth of July. 
While the emperor was there encamped, the Quadi, invad- 
iorg Pannonia, committed dreadful ravages, defeated two 
Roman legions, and fubdued all the open country. The 
Sarmatians at the fame time entered Moefia, but were re- 
pulfed with great flaughter by Theodofius, afterwards em- 
f>eror. The emperor was at Treves on the ninth of April ^^ 
but left that city foon after '. He was met on his march An emhajfy 
by ambafladors from the Sarmatians, who throwing them- f^^^ '^' 
fclvcs at his feet, earneftly entreated him not to give credit ^!^^^y 
to the reports that had been circulated concerning the ra- 
vages and cruelties faid to have been committed by their na- 
tion ; they aflured htm that, upon examination, he would 
^ot find them guilty of the crimes urged againit them by 

< Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 398— -408. Zof. lib. iv. p. 744. * Cod. 
T>«pd. Cbrgn. p. 93, 94. ^ Idem, p. j4« * Aqimian. 
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their enemies* The emperor replied, that he would deters 
mine nothing for the prefent, but fufpend his judgemen t 
till his arrival in thofe parts which had moft fufiercd by their* 
late irruption. Having difmified the ambafladors, he pur- 
fued his march \ and arriving in Illyricum, took up his quar* 
tersat Carnuntum, once a flourifliing city, but then in de- 
cay (R). The emperor chofe this place, as being moft con* 
veniently fituated for the defence of the country, and con- 
tinued there three months, making the neceflary prepara-^ 
tions for his intended expedition againft theQuadi and Sar- 
matians. 

Probus the prefe£l was the only perfon againft whom he 
ihewed any refentment 5 for he, to fatisfy the avarice of the 
emperor, had, according to Ammianus, opprefled the peo- 
ple committed to his care, killing, baniihing, or condemn*^ 
ing to dungeons, the moft wealthy among them, that he 
might feize their eftates. All the perfons of rank in the 
country, dreading the avarice and enormous cruelties of their 
governor, had privately difpofed of their effeds, and aban-t 
doned their country. Valentinian made a ftrid enquiry in- 
to his conduA, and finding him guilty of extortion, and 
unheard-of barbarities, rcfolvcd to depofe him ; but was 
prevented by death from putting his defign in execution ^. 
Probus was defcended from one of the moft illuftrious fami- 
lies in Rome, and reckoned amongft his anceftors the em- 
peror Marcus Aurelius. He had embraced the Chriftian 
religion, with his whole family, and lived in great intimacy 
with St. Ambrofe, the celebrated biihop of Milan. Probus 
was firft proconful of Africa in 358, afterwards four times 
prefefl: of Italy or Gaul, and in 371, Gratian's colleague in 
the confulfliip. He was no lefs famous for his wealth than 
his birth and employments ; for he is faid to have owned 
immenfe pofltffions in all the provinces of the empire. 

Valentinian, during his ftay at Carnuntum, caufed Fauf^ 
tinus, nephew to Viventius, a few years before nrefed of 
Gaul, tcr be firft inhumanly racked, and afterwards public- 
ly executed, for magical pra£kices, and having anfwered one 
Nigrinus, defiring him in jeft to make him a Qotary* '< Make 
me firft emperor/' Fiom Carnuntum the emperor difpatch^ 
edMerabaudus and count Sebaftian, with a detachment oJF 
infantry, to lay wafte the enemy's country, while he, with 
the main body of the army, advanced to Acincum, now 
'GraUi or, as others maintain, Quda in Lower Hungary *^. 



r Ammian. p. 425. 
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There he pafled the Danube, and having ravaged the cne- VaUmU 
my's country to a great extent, returned to Acincum, when num ra^ 
the autumn was already far advanced. Being defirous of ^^ff" '^ 
convenient winter-quarters in that frozen climate, he pro- J1![*2J^ 
ceeded from thence to Sabaria, now Servar; but.that place "^ 
not anfwering his expe£tation, he purfued his march along 
the Danube to Bregatio, which fome fuppofe to be a vil- 
lage now called Bregnitz, and others a place in the ifle of 
Schut, where the prefent city of Komare ftands, or a little 
below that of Markelhaz *. There he gave audience to the . 
ambafladors of the Quadi, come to fue for peace \ but while 
he was reprehending them with great warmth, and threat- 
ening to extirpate their whole nation, he fuddenly fell to 
the ground, as if his life and voice had failed him at once. 
He was conveyed into his chamber by his attendants, where Yr. of FT, 
be was feized with convuUion-fits, and violent contortions ^^'s* 
of all his limbs, in the agonies of which he expired on the ^'r?* ^^^* 
feventcentb of November of this year 375, in the fifty-fifth ^ "^^* 
year of his age, after having reigned near twelve years *>. j/^ ^/^^ 
The body of the deceafed emperor was embalmed, and fent fuditn!^. 
to Conftantinople, to be interred amongft the other Chrif- 
tian princes. 

As to his ch'arader, Ammianus taxes him with feveral Hlscha* 
vices. He was, according to that writer, naturally inclined ^^^* 
to cruelty, puniihing even the fmalleft faults with the utmofk 
feverity, and fuffering his minifters, or rather encouraging 
them, to exercife the moft (hocking barbarities. He was 
fordidly covetous, ufingall poffible methods to raife money^ 
He had a great opinion of his own accomplifhments and 
abilities, and therefore hated all who were eminent for 
learning, valour, ikill in the military art, or any other ac- 
compli&ment ; and even fuch as had a genteel fancy in 
drefs. He pretended to be a great enemy to cowards, and 
nevcrthelefs, on feveral occafions, betrayed more fear than 
was becoming a man, who, from his infancy, had borne 
arms. His minifters, who were well acquainted with his 
temper, when he was in a paflion, and they could by no 
other means appeafe him, ufed to pretend certain intelli- 
gence from the frontiers, that the Barbarians were in 
arms, and ready to break into the empire ; expedients which 
never failed to allay his T^rath, and make him appear, to 
ufe the expreifion of Ammianus, as mild as Antoninus 
Pius «. He fuffered himfelf to be ftrangely impofed upon imptftd 
by his minifters, repoling an entire confidence in thofe who uppn fy his 

a VideSant. &Baudr. p. 129, fjo* i^ Aminian. lib.xxx. ^ 

4*7. Vid. Epit. Philoft. lib.ix. cap, i6,p. Z3Q« ^ Aminian* 
b. 4ix^ p. 43J. Marc. (?bron. 
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deferred it the leaft ; whence the prdvinees were often op« 
prefled, and the people reduced to beggary, while he, mif- 
led and deceived by thofe about him, believed they enjoyed 
peace and affluence **• Had he not been deceived by bis 
minifters, fays Viftgr, he would have reigned with great 
glory, and been ranked amongft the beft princes. He was, 
even according to Ammianus, a writer not partial ta hinit 
or any of the Chriftian princes, endowed with many excel- 
lent qualities ; well acquainted with the military art, and 
no lefs with the art of governing ; careful in proteAing the 
fubjeAs of the empire againft the incurfions of the Barba- 
rians; an exa£t: obferver of military difcipltne ; enured from 
his infancy to hardihip^, and uninfluenced by favour in dif- 
pofing of the |;reat offices. Though he had many relations, 
who, upon his advancement, expe£led great' preferments, 
yet he employed none of them, except his brother Valens, 
whom he aflumed for his colleague, and with whom he 
reigned in perfe£l concord. In his entertainments he was 
fplendid, but not profufe; in his perfon comely, and well* 
(haped ; in hisconverfation agreeable; of an extraordinary 
memory, and ready elocution; knowing well how to ac- 
commodate himfelf to all times and occafions ®. He fufier* 
^d no places to be bought or fold during the whole courfe 
of his reign ; and though he was often miltaken in the choice 
of his officers and minifters, yet his intention was to prefer 
tfniy the mod deferving, and for that reafon he negleded 
his own relations. He leffened the taxes, and eafed bis 
people, as far as the ftate of his affairs would allow. He 
was a ftranger to debauchery, and unlawful pleafures, which 
be endeavoured to reftrain by fevere laws '• 
fie adhered As to his religion, in the great varietv of opinions which 
/^^j' ^'*" at that time divided the worW, he inviolably adhered to the 
^f^thH orthodox faith ; but, avoiding all difputes, he allowed to 
the reft of his fubjefts, even to the Pagans, an entire li- 
berty of confcience. He is condemned by the ecclefiafiie 
writers, for fufFering his brother Valens to perfecute the 
orthodox Chriftians ; but fome allege in his defence, that 
the condition of his affairs would not allow him openly to op- 
po!*e Valens, fince fuch oppofition might have kindled a civil 
war, which* at that time, would have proved fatal to the 
empire. To concludes, he was endowed, according to Am- 
mianus, with fuch excellent qualities, that had they not 
been allayed with a mixture of fome vices, efpecially with 
that of cruelty, he would have been no- ways inferioi to the 
excellent emperors Trajan and M. Aurclius *. 

. ^ Vi£^. £pit. p. 345. * Ammian. p. 433. ' yt6t.f.^5i« 

% Ammian. Ub. xxx. p* \%%* ^ . 



Eajiern and Wejlern Empire. 25 £ 

We fliall now proceed to the hiftory of the ,reign of Va- 7ht nign 
lens in the Eaft, which, to avoid confufion, we have thought ^f^f^g^ 
proper to relate feparately, there being no other connexion, ?* ^ ^* 
but that of time, between the reigns and tranfadlions of 
the two princes. After the divifion of the provinces made 
at Mediana, in the neighbourhood of NaifTus in Dacia, in 
364, Valens returned to Conftantinople, where he enafied 
a law dated the twenty-fixth of December, forbidding the 
ipefiengers of good news to exa£):, according to the abufe 
which then prevailed, or even to accept, any thing of the 
people ; but allowing them to receive what perfons of rank 
and fortune (hall think proper to offer them ^. Next year 
he fet out for Syria, the Perfians being in motion, with a 
de6gn, as was apprehended, to break the peace which they 
bad lately concluded with Jovian. Being informed, as he 
entered Bithynla, that the Goths were ready to invade 
Thrace, he difpatched meiTengers to his officers in thofe 
parts, cautioning them to be upon their guard, and purfued 
bis march to Caefarea in Cappadocia, where he was on the 
fourth of July, and continued there till the latter end of the 
fummer. During his refidence in that city, a dreadful 
earthquake damaged feveral cities in Sicily, Paleftine, and 
efpecially in the iiland of Crete, where the fhock was moft 
violent ^ 

When Valens was upon the point of departing from Cae- Procopins 
farea, news were brought him of the revolt of Procopius, ^^'^^h 
who, after having paid the lad duty to the body of his 
kinfman Julian, had privately withdrawn into Cherfonefus 
Taurica^ but not trufting thofe Barbarians, and finding 
bimfelf deftitute.even of the neceflaries of life, he aban- 
doned that inhofpitable country, and returning in diiguife 
into the territories of the empire, reached the city of Chal- 
cedon undifcovered, where ht: was received by Strategius, 
his trufty friend, and carefully concealed at his country- 
houie. From thence he went frequently in difguife to 
Conftantinople; and finding the people were diffatisfied 
with the prefent government, on account of the cruelties 
pra£tifed by Petronius, whofe daughter, Albia Dominica, 
the emperor had married, he refolved to improve that dif- 
content to his own advantage. Having therefore feduced 
an eunuch of great wealthy named Eugenius, lately dif- 
graced by Valens, and fome of the officers who commanded 
the troops fent into Thrace againft the Goths, and were 
ibcn quartered at Conftantinople, he boldly veiitured to dif- 

h Cod. Tbeod« lib. viij* tit* 11. leg. it p. ^02, 603, < Hter. 

fhrop^ p. 158. 
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coircr himfelfi and lay before the people and foldicry the. 
title he had to the empire, as being nearly related to Ju- 
sndismt' lian. At the clofe of , his harangue, the officers, with 
kftowligfd whom he had tampered, proclaimed him emperor ; and the 
^ ConfiM' ^^ following their example, faluted him with the title of 
Jwi»/i^. " Augaftus, and carried him in triumph to the imperial pa- 
lace, whither he was attended only by the dregs of the peo- 
ple. However, the next and the following days feveral 
perfons of diftinAion joined him, and at length he was ac- 
knowleged by the whole city of Conftantinople ^. This re- 
Tolt (truck Valens with fuch terror and difmay, that he 
thought of quitting the imperial purple, and refigning the 
empire ; but being perfuaded by his friends not to part with 
the imperial dignity, he detached fome troops againft his 
rival, hoping to crufli him before he was in a condition to 
make any refiftance. This detachment met Procopius at 
Mygdus in Phrygia, attended by a promifcuous multitude 
of fugitive flaves, deferters, and perfons of defperate for- 
tunes, who, upon the approach of the emperor's forces, 
put themfelves in a pofture of defence 5 but Procopius, dif- 
trufting their coura^^, while both parties were ready to en- 
gage, ftept boldly forward, as if be defigned to challenge 
one of the advcrfe party to (ingle combat ; and taking Vi- 
talianus, one of the o(ficers, by the hand, mildly repre- 
hended him and his fellow-foldiers, for a(ri(ling a Panno- 
nian robber againft one allied to the family of Conftantine 
the Great. 
Heujoiuid His fpeech made fuch a deep impre(fion upon them, that 
h ^ r^rfy they immediately joined his party, and with loud acclama- 
terer*!'" ^^^"^ faluting him emperor, carried him-in triumph to the 
troc;s. imperial pavilion. This defpdlion brought a very feafon- 
able acceffion of ftrength to Procopius, who thereupon de- 
tached a ftrong party, under the conduft of Rumitalca^ a 
tribune, to feize on Nice; which they took accordingly, 
without even the lofs of a man *. Valens, alarmed at the 
ufurper's unexpcfted progrefs, difpatched Vadomarius, for- 
merly king of the AJemans, to recover that important place, 
while he went in perfon to befiege Chalcedon, from which 
city one of his laws is dated the firft of December * ; but 
Fafgtff ^^ ^^^ '^^^^ ^^^^ vigorous re(iftance, that he was obliged 
ohhpeJ to to abandon the enterprize, the befieged infulting him from 
ra'ff the the walls as he retired, and reviling him with the nickname 
rA VO of Sabaiarius, that is, Beer-drinker^ fabaia being a kind of 
<7/r. £.^^jj jj.jjjjj. made of barley, common in Pannonia, where 

k Ammian* p. 320. Zof. lib* iv. p. 737. Themill. p. 91. < Am* 
jnian. lib. xxvi. p. 32 j. ^ Cgd. Theod. Chron. p. 75» 76* 
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Valens was born. Rumitalca, who commanded in Nice» 
being informed of his retreati fallied out with great intre- 
pidity, and bearing all down before him» would have ut- 
terly defeated the emperor, had not Valens, upon timely 
notice of his approach, taken a different route by the lake 
Sunona, and the windings of the river Gallus \ Thus was 
the emperor obliged to abandon Bithynia to the enemy, and 
retire with precipitation to Ancyra, where he continued 
waiting the arrival of the troops which Lupicinus was lead- 
ing out of the £afl to his afliilance. In the mean time 
Arintheus, one of his principal commanders, an officer of 
great prowefs and reputation, meeting a party of the re- 
bels, commanded by Hyperechius, formerly an apparitor, 
and fcorning to enter the lifts with fuch a contemptible 
enemy, commanded, with an air of authority, Hypere- 
chius's own men to bring in chains their vile and defpica- 
ble leader; a command which they obeyed accordingly, 
ftruck with the awful and majeftic mien of that celebrated 
commander. 

In th« mean time ProcopiuS) being informed that the Proeopius 
money deftined for the pay of the foldiers who ferved in the fii^,^ «« 
£aft, was lodged in the city of Cyzicus, battened thither, ^'fJJ' 
laid (iege to the place, and reduced it, though defended ^riafurg 
with great refolution and intrepidity^ by Serenianus, at that hdgid 
time comes domefticorum, who found means to make his tktn. 
efcape ; but was afterwards tak-en in Lydia> carried ,pri- 
foner to Nice, and murdered by Marcellus, governor of the 
place ^ Procopius being now matter of the Hellefpont, 
appointed Hormifda governor of that province, with the 
title of proconful. He was the fon of Hormifda, brother to 
Sapor king of Perfia, who had taken refuge in the court of 
Conftantine the Great, and ever after ferved the Romans 
with great fidelity. 

Procopius fpent moft part of the winter in endeavouring 
to draw over to his party the cities of Afia ; but his defigns 
were in great meafure defeated by Clearchusy vicar of that 
province, and more by his own condud ; for having hi- 
therto behaved with great moderation and humanity, he 
Suddenly grew proud, haughty, and tyrannical, loading the Htgnwf 
provinces with exorbitant taxes, though he knew, that their t/rannu^ 
averfion to Valens was chiefly owing to that prince's ava- 
rice. But nothing more prejudiced the people againft him, 
than his commanding the houfe of Arl>stio to be ftripped 
' of the moveables of inettimable value, and of the immenfe 
riches which that ancient and brave commander had ac- 
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quired under Conftantius. He exhibited this unfeafonable 

proof of his indignation, though he had formerly lived in 

great friendlhip with him, upon his declining to vifit him, 

on account of his great age and infirmities ^. Valens, 

upon the arrival of the troops from the Eaft, under the 

command of Lupicinus> left Galatia, whither he had re* 

tired- from before Chalcedon, and marched into Lycia, in 

order to put the whole to the iflue of a battle. As the fol« 

diers of Procopius were greatly animated by the prefence 

of Fauftina, Conftantius's widow, and her little daughter 

Conftantina, whom Procopius carried about with him, and 

often cxpofed to the view of the army, Valens, to defeat 

that artifice, prevailed upon Arbetio, who had commanded 

the forces under Conftantius, and was beloved by^he fol- 

^ diery, to join him, not doubting but the prefence and in- 

tereft of one of that prince's chief commanders would draw 

great numbers of the rebels over to his party. He was not 

Pr9copfuj miftaken in his conjedure ; the prefence of Arbetio, and 

ghandontd the high opinion they all entertained of him, entirely turn- 

^yfi'^fy cd the hearts of Procopius*s men ; a circumftance which 

^tru Gomoarius, one of his chief commanders, being well ap- 

prifed of, abandoned the tyrant, and fubmitted to Valens. 
Yr. of Fl. He afterwards advanced to Sardes, and from thence to 
a8i6. Nicolia, a city of Phrygia, where he gave the rebels battle^ 
n'c^ ^^t ^^ ^"^ whereof continued doubtful, till Agilo, a Germauj^ 
' *" ^ one of Procopius's chief commanders, with many others, 
Difeated^ deferted to Valens ; a defeflion which fo diflieartened Pro- 
taken^ and copius, that, quitting his horfe, he fled into an adjoining 
fut to wood, s^ended by Florentius, and Barchalbas, a tribune. 

diatk. There they wandered about, till the moon fhining out with 
great brightncfs, they began to apprehend they might be 
difcovered. At length his companions, feizing him to 
fave themfelves, carried him to the emperor, who imme- 
diately ordered his head. to be ftruck off, and fent it to Va- 
lentinian, then in Gaul^. Florentius and Barchalbas were 
likewife executed by the empcror^s order* Such was the 
end of jthis ufurper« in the forty-fecond year of his age, 
after he had borne the title of emperor about eight months. 
Marceliiis, governor of Nice, and kinfman to Proco- 
pius, hearing of his death, ordered Serenianus, who was a 
prifoner In the place, to be immediately difpatched, faving^ 
by the death of one man, the lives of many, fays Ammi-« 
anu& I for as he was remarkable for his cruelty, and had a 

p Annnka.p. 317. Euntip^ cap. 5, p. S4. Tbemift. Orat. vii^ 
p. 9Z--99. 4 Ammian, lib. xxvi. p, 329. Phiioft. lib* vii. 
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great afcendant over Valensy whofe countryman he was^ it 
was feared^ had he outlived the defeat of Procopius's party^ 
he would have ilimulated the emperor, too much inclined 
to revenge, and occaiioned the deftru£lion of many inno- 
cent perfons^ After this bold execution, Marcellus, in- 
formed that a body of Goths was marching to the affiftance 
of Procopius> and not doubting but he ihould be able to 
draw them over to his own party, feized on the city of Marcellus 
Chalcedon. There, being affifted by thofe whom poverty rivoltsi 
and defpair had driven into rebellion, he aflumed the pur- 
ple^ and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor. But 
Valens, upon the firft intimation of his revolt, detached a 
party of chofen troops, who coming upon him unex- butistak" 
peftcdly, feized him, and having loaded him with chains, '»» ^"^ 
he was dragged to the public prifon ; whence he was \^^^'f/i 
taken out the next day, and, together with his accomplices^ - 
tortured to death ■. 

In the following year 367, Valens hearing that a body iTaUnsre' 
of three thoufand Goths, come to the affiftance of Proco- filves to 
pius, had retreated upon the news of his death, but had ^^^^ '^^^ 
not yet pafled the Danube, he fent a ftrong detachment ^-^^^/^ ^ 
againft them, who obliged them, notwith (landing the vi- 
gorous reii (lance they made, to lay down their arms, and 
furrender themfelves prifoners ^ Athanaric, at that time 
king, or rather judge, of the Goths named Thcrvingi, dif- 
patched ambaiTadors to Valens, earneftly intreating him to 
releafe the prifoners, and fu(Fer them to return to their own 
country, (ince they had been fent by their prince, a friend 
and ally of the Bomans, to the afliftance of a Roman em- 
peror. The ambaiTadors, after having delivered this mef"* 
fage, produced a letter from Procopius to their mailer^ 
wherein he alTured him, that the empire belonged to him 
as the kinfman to Condantius, and the heir of the great 
Condantine's family. Valens returned no anfwer to the 
tleputies ; but fent Vidor, then magifter equitum, to qom- 
plain in his name of Athanaric, for alGfting a rebel againil 
his lawful fovereign. The Goths replied, that they had 
confidered Procopius as the kinfman of Conftantine, and 
the heir of his family, adding, that it was not their buiinefs 
to examine whether he was, or was not a lawful prince ; 
and that if they were deceived, the emperor ought to for- 
give them, fmce their counfels' had been influenced by what 
appeared juft and equitable* They could not, howeveFy 
obtain the deliverance of their prifonerSf Valens^ who had 

r Ammian. lib. xxvi. p. 315. s Ibfd« p, 3«€, lt^• < Txifn 
lib. iv. p. 740. Xittnap. de Legation* p. 1 8« 
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no other enemy at that time to oppofe, being defirous to 
bumble that powerful nation ". This wa^ was likeljr to 

trove dangerous, the Goths being then very powerful, and 
efides, elated with the great advantages they had gained 
over the neighbouring nations. Valens, being determined 
vpon war, and informed of the ftrength and power of the 
enemy, made great preparations during the winter, with a 
defign to fall upon the enemy early in the fpring ; but be- 
ing told that the Goths, apprifed ot his de(ign» were affem- 
Uing a numerous army, in order to anticipate his hoftilities, 
he took the field before the winter was over. Having fent 
flrong detachments to guard the banks of the Danube, he 
encamped with the reft of the army in the neighbourhood 
of MarcianopoliS) the metropolis of Lower Moefia, where 
he raifed Auxonius to the dignity of prefe£(, in the room of 
Salluftius Secundus, no longer able to difcharge that office, 
on account of his great age. 

In the beginning of the fummer he left "Marcianopblis, 
afiembled his troops, pafled the Danube at a place called 
Daphne, and fpent the whole fummer in ravaging and lay- 
ing wade the enemy's country, without the leaft oppofition, 
the Goths having retired, upon the approach of the Roman 
army, to the neighbouring mountains, called Serri, inac- 
ceilible to thofe who were not well acquainted with the 
country. In the beginning of the autumn he condu£led his 
army to the Roman territories^ and returned to Marciano- 
polls, where he pafled the winter. 
Tr. of F). The Ifaurians, who had continued quiet fince the year 
1817. 359» now over-ran the neighbouring countries, plundering 
A. D. 367. not only villages but towns, and advancing to Pamphylia 
U.C. 1165. ^jjj Cilicia, where they obtained an immenfc booty. Mu- 
Crea/ dif- ^0°^^^* y\Q.2s of Afia, endeavoured to reftrain them ; but 
tderscom' being unacquainted with the art of war, he was cut in 
mitted iy pieces, with all his men. Mufonius had taught rhetoric at 
tke Ifaw AthenSi from which employment he was raifed to the dig- 
r$an rob* j^j^y ^f proconful at Acfaaia, and afterwards to that of vi- 
car of Afia. However, the Ifaurians were at length fur- 
rounded by the inhabitants of the countries which they had 
plundered, and their retreat being cut off, obliged to fub- 
mit, and reftore the booty they had taken. Their lives 
were fpared, upon their promifing to give no moleftation to 
their neighbours for the future ; and accordingly they ob- 
ferved their agreement till the year 376 ^. 

« Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 340. Eunap. p. i8. Zof. p. 748. }om« 
Rerr.Goth, cap, a 3, p. 643. "^ £unap. cap. 8. p. 125, 126. 
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From Mareianopolis the emperor marched early m the 
fpring to Carpi, a village of Moeiia, with defign to ravage 
the enemy's country 5 but he was obliged to encamp in the 
fame place till the beginning of autumn, without ever be- 
ing able to crofs the Danube, which continued fwelled be- 
yond its ufual boundaries all that fnmmcr. He therefore 
returned to Mareianopolis, where he took up his winter- 
quarters * (S). 

Next fummer he pafled the Danube on a bridge of boats He invades 
at Noviodunum, in Lefler Scythia, and penetrated far into antwike 
th« enemy's country, deftroying all with fire and fword. ^J""/?'/^ 
Zofimus tells us, that the Goths Tallying frequently out of ' ' *^ '* 
their woods and marfties upon the Romans, the emperor 
difpatched the fer vants who attended the army againft tnem, 
promifing a certain fum for each head they (hould bring. 
In confequence of this promife, fuch numbers of the enemy 
were killed in the woods and marflies where they lurked^ 
that the reft, finding no- where a fafe retreat, were obliged 
to fubmit y. Valens having attacked the Gruthungi, a 
warlike nation, at a confiderable diftance from the Danube, 
after feveral encoupters, gained a fignal viSiorf over Atha- 
naric. He then returned to Mareianopolis, with a defign 7hiGoihs 
to winter there, and renew the war early in the fpring. dtfeattd^ 
But in the mean while the Goths, weary of fo deftru£tive i^* f^^ . 
a war, which had lafled already three years, and reduced J^J^^JJ ^ 
them to the utmoft diftrefs* fued for peace 5 which Vailens 
at firft refufed to grant upon any terms, but was in the end, 
with difficulty, prevailed upon by the fenate of Conftan- 
tinople to accept their propofals *. 

Valens having approached the Danube, named Viftor Articles $/ 
and Arintheus to treat with the Goths. After fome con- ^^^ /rw/y. 
ferences a peace was concluded upon the following terms : 
I. That the Goths (hould not for the future pafs the Da*- 
nube, nor fet foot on the Roman territories. 2. That the 
trade which they had been allowed by former treaties to 
carry on with the cities of the empire, fhould be reftrain^d 
ta two only, fituated on the Danube. 3. That they ihould 
not claim nor expef): the penfions that had been aniraally 

^ Amnfi. lib. xxxi. p, 460* y Zof. lib. iv. p. 741. • Them. ^ 
Orat X. p. 133, 135. 

(S) This year is remarkable was utterly ruined, and in that 

for one pf the moft dreadful of Germa, in the Hellefpont, 

earthquakes that had ever been only a few houfes left ftand* 

fell, by which the city of Nice ing ( i ). 

(1} Socrat. lib. iv.cap. n. p. 219* 
Vol. XIV. S , paid 
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paid them by other emperors ; but nevcrthelcfs, that Atha- 
naric's penfion (hould be continued. When Valens and 
Athanaric were to meet, in order to ratify and fig n the 
treaty, the latter could not be prevailed upon to pafs the 
Danube, pretending that his father had obliged him fo- 
lemnly to fwear never to tread on Roman ground. On the 
other hand, Valens thinking it below the majefty of the 
empire to go to him, it was agreed, that the two prince* 
fhoold meet in boats in the middle of the river ; where they 
accordingly ratified the peace to their mutual fatisfadlion *. 
In the courfe of this year dreadful diforders were commit- 
ted in Syria by the inhabitants oi a large village near Apa- 
mea, called Maratacupris, who, roving about the country, 
robbed all they met» and had even the boldnefs to enter 
fome cities in the night-time, and plunder the houfes of 
Stvtrity of the moft wealthy inhabitants. Valens fent a party of fol- 
Valens to diersagainll them, with orders to fet fire to their village, 
fome rob' ^^^ p^. ^\^^^ ^\\ ^^ ^^^^ fword, without diftinftion of fex 
'^'^ or age \ a cruel order which was executed with the utmoft 

rigour, the foldiers being, in exprefs terms, commanded 
not to fpare even the fucking children **, 

In the following year 370, Valens^ leaving Conftantino- 
ple» fet out for Antioch ; but he had fcarce reached Nico- 
media when he received news of the death of Eudoxius, the 
Arian biftiop of Conftantinople, in whofe room the ArianSi 
with his approbation, placed one Demophilus. The ca- 
tholics too chofe their biihop, and raifed Evagrius to that fee 5 
but the emperor ordered a party of foldiers from Nicome- 
dia, to drive him out. The Arians, thus countenanced by 
the emperor, raifed a cruel perfecution againft the catholics, 
who had recourfe to Valens, fending eighty ecclefiaftics to 
lay their grievances before him ; but the emperor, inftead 
fatens of redreffing them, ordered Modedus, who had been raifed 
caufes to the dignity of prefeft in the room of Auxonius, to put 
tt^htyor. xhtm all to death. Modeftus, fearing the public execution 
^€liJiaftictto ^^ ^^ many ecclefiaftics might occafion great difturbanceSf 
be put to embarked them all on board a veiTel, pretending the em« 
death* peror had ordered chem to be fent into baniOiment; but 
when th« veffel was at fome diftance from land, the mari- 
ners fet fire to it, as had been privately cohcerted, faving 
themfelves in their boat. The (hip was driven, by a ftrong 
wind, into a harbour called by Socrates Dacidazus, and 
there confumed, with all who were in it. This cruelty, 
fays that writer, was puniihed by heaven with a dreadful 

» Ammian* lib. xxxi. p. 34 t, 342. b Ibid. lib. xxviii. p. 

367, 368. 
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famine, which obliged mod of the inhabitants of Phrygist 
to abandon their country, and fly to other provinces for 
relief. Some lipforefeen accident muft have diverted the 
emperor from his intended journey to Antioch 5 for he 
was, as appears from the dates of feveral laws, on the 
tenth of June atCyzicus; on the twelfth of December of 
this year, and during the months of January, February^ 
iand April, of the enfuing year, at Conftantinople ^ He 
left this capital after the fifth of May, and proceeded to 
Syria, advancing flowly, and adminiftering juftice in all 
the cities through which he paffed ; a conducJ: which would 
have gained him the affections of the inhabitants, had be 
not, at the fame time, eftabliflied in every place the herefy 
of Arius, and betrayed an irreconcileable hatred to the ca- 
tholics ^. He pafled the winter at Caefarea in Cappadocia^ t^ateniu 
where, to his unfpeakable ^grief, his only fon Valentinian nian, hik 
Galata died. This year the emperor divided Cappadocia into ^^lyfi"* 
two provinces, appointing Tyana the metropolis of Cappa- ^"' . 
docia Secunda, as Csefarea was of Cappadocia Prima. At cmdtvUed 
the fame time he divided Paleftine into three provinces, Pa- imo two 
Iseftina Prima, Palaeilina Secunda, and Palaeftina Salutaris. prb^wwej, 
Cxfarea was the metropolis of the firft, Scythopolis of the "Jf^f^^'f- 
fecond, and Petra of the third. The latter city, with the ^l^^ee!*^ 
greater part of PiAlseftina Salutaris, was difmembered from 
Arabia, as were feveral cities in the two other provinces 
from Phoenicia. The governor of Palaeflina Prima was ho- 
noured with the title of consular 5 but thofe of the other 
two were only ftyled prefidents *. 'At what time Lycaonia^ 
which bad Iconium for its metropolis, was made a feparat^ 
province, and thofe of Ciljlcia, Syria, and Phoenicia divided 
into two, and Arabia into three, we will not take upon u6 
to determine. THefe divifions of provinces proved very 
burdenfome to the people, and caufed quarrels and difputes 
among the metropolitan bifhops, as appears from the ec^^ 
clefiaftic hiilorians, and the letters of St. Bafil. 

In the year 372, Valens left Caefarea in Cappadocia early ^ ^ i,- 
in the fprin^ ; for he was at Seleucia on the fourth of April, i%^^, * 
and on the thirteenth of the fame month at Antioch. He A^D. 37a, 
rejfaired to Antioch to watch the motions of the Perfians ; U'^* n?^* 
for Sapor, laying claim to Armenia, which had formerly ^ - 

belonged to the kings of Perfia, but not daring openly to ^^ 
invade it, left the Romans fhould efpoufe the caufe of their tnubUs'im 
allies, after having attempted in vain to allure the nobility Armimia 
over to his party, pretending great friendfliip for Arfaces andlbtria, 

c Cod. Theodof. Chron. p. 87 — «9- ^Zof. lib. iv. p. 741. 

e Hier. Quxft. Hebr. p. »i2* Cod.Theod« tit. 4. p. 171. Notit. cap. 

!• p. 3. 
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ttietr king, be iavited him to a banquet, during which be 
ordered the unfufpefting prince to be feized ; and having 
put out his eyes, feat him in chains to the caftle of Aga- 
bana» where he was foon after put to death ^ Sapor, hav- 
tftg treacberoufljr difpatched Arlaces> gave the government 
of Armenia to Cylax and Artabanes^ both natives of the 
ct)U»try« but inviolably attached to his intereft. Then driv- 
ing out Sauromacesi whom the Romans had created king 
of Iberia^ he put Afpacuras in his-plaee» eoufin-german to 
Sauromacea, honouring him with adiadem, which the Ro- 
mans had refufed to the other. Olympias, the daughter of 
Ablanius^ one of Conftantine's chief officers, given by that 
f rinee ia marriage to Arfaces, was no fooner informed of 
tfatf captvvity of her bufliand,. than ihe took refuge with her 
fon Paras in a ftrong fort called Artogerafla, where the 
king's tf eafiires were depofited. Cylax and Artabanes were 
immediately ordered by Sapor to by fiege to the pkce ; 
whiich. they invcfted accordingly ; but pitying tbe forlorn 
canditioa of tbe queen and young prince, they agreed with 
tho be&eged lo abandon the PenCans to their fury ^ who 
weae accordingly, almoft to a. man), cut off, in a faliy made 
byageeeaaeot in the night ixmk^ while the guards them* 
felves in the camp were afleep» Cylax and Artabanes hav- 
ing gi«eflL out, that the befieged had demanded and obtain- 
ed a truce for two days, ia order to confider on. the terms 
that bad been ofiered. The queen, thus delivered from 
the prefeat danger,, fent her fon Paras to implore the aflift- 
aoce of the emperor, who caufed him to be entertained for 
fomt time at Neocaefarea in Pontus, in a manner fuitable 
to his rank and. condition. However, not daring to ai&ft 
^im openly^ at the requeft of the nobility of Armenia he 
Charged Terenlius, who commanded on the herders of that 
couatry,. with, the title of comes or count,, to condu£): him 
into. his. father'^ kingdom, whiph he fuffered him to go- 
Tcrn, but wkhout.the title of king, or any of the enfigns of 
royalty, left the Perfians^ibbuldlook upon his appointing 
bim king aa a breacb of the peace. 
* Ht.fii%et Sapor was nofoonec infbrjned of what had pafled in Ar- 
S^^ menia, than, traniported with rage^ he dietached a ftrong 
f^^iia ^^^ of tcoops.into.thatifctngdbm, who, committing dread- 
Arnunia. ^ ravages, obliged Paras,, who was not ia a condition to 
oppofe dttm» to take refuge, with. Gyla& and Ai!tabanes, 
among tbridaOGd&ble mountainsbetween the Roman ter- 
ritories and losica. The Perfians»in the mean time, after 
having takeaand burnt feveral* fortrefies, invcfted Artoge- 

' Ammiaa.lib.xxv.p. 300. & lib. xxvii> p. 353« 
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rafla^ which, after federal attacksy dief took and deftrofed^ 
carrying away the wife and treafures of Arfstces. Sapor; 
finding he could not get Paras into his power, h^d recourfe 
to his nfual artifice^) in which he feldoin mifcarfied. By 
private meffages to the young prince, whofe caufe he ftch 
mifed to efpoufe, he prevailed upon him to cot off the bedtfa 
of Cylax and Artabane^, who, he faid, were rather hts 
governors than mirtifters^ and fend them into Perfia «. Va- f^atens 
lend, who had hitherto declined fending troops into Antie^/^^'^ 
nia, left he fliould be charged with a breach of the peace, ^^J^fJ^ 
was no fooner informed of thefe proceedings, thais he or- Armtmmu. 
dered Arintheus, one of the beft commanders of bis agtf 
with a powerful army, into that kingdom, which by thefd 
means was preferved. The Perfians not daring to fend more 
troops thither, through fear of being overpowered by the RiKi 
mans. Sapor complained to Valens for fending troops to tlie 
ailiftance of the Armeruans, which, he faid, was a manifeft 
breach of the treaty concluded between him and Jovian. 
Valens, without regarding the complaints of the Pe^fiao 
king) ordered a reinforcement of troops to jArintheus, and 
at the fame time difpatched Terentius, with twelve legionSf 
into Iberia, to reftore Sauromaces, driven out of his king-* 
dom by the PerGans. TerentiuS was met, as he drew n^ar 
the river Cyrus, by ambaifadorsfrom Afpacuras, whom the 
Per fians had created king of Iberia, defiring, that be and 
his kinfman Sauromaces might reign jointly, fince he couid 
neither reiign nor take part with the Romans, his ion beii^ 
detained as a hoftage in the Perfian court. 

The emperor being acquainted with his proj^fal, and Ihiriadi' 
willing to fettle the affairs of Iberia without bloodfeed, '*'»^^w'» 
confented to a partition of the country, affigning to Sauro- 2l«j."^ 
maces that part which lay fouth of the river Cyrus, and 
next to Armenia and Lazica, and the remainder, border-* 
ing upon Albania and Perfia, to Afpacuras \ This divi- 
fion highly incenfed Sapor, who loudly complained, that 
the Romans, contrary to the treaty of peace, had fenC 
troops into Armenia, and had, without his kliowiege or 
confent divided Iberia. Being noW refolved to make war 
upon the Romans, he affembled his forces, concluded al- 
liances with the neighbouring princes, and fpent the win- 
ter in vaft preparations. However, he could not put him- 
fclf in a condition to aft this year ; for we do not find that 
he attempted any thing, or even appeared in the field. 
Valens advanced to the banks of the Euphrates and the 

r Amtnian. lib. xxvii. p. 353—355. ^ Therotft. Ortt. xi. p. 
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Hgris; whence he returned in the latter end of autumn* 
without undertaking any thing which authors have thought 
worthy of notice. About this time a confpiracy was form- 
ed againft Valena, but feafonably difcovered ^ : and this 
18 aU we find in hiftory concerning it. Next year Sapor 
fent a confiderable army towards the borders of the Roman 
empire, where they were oppofed by Trajan, ^n officer of 
great experience, and Vadomarius, formerly king of the 
Alemans, at the head of a numerous and chofen body of 
troops. The Roman generals had orders not to attack the 
FerGans firft, that the emperor might not be charged with 
^^ ^J^ conimencing hoftilities ; but the Perfians falling upon them, 
Jeaud* they gained a complete vi6^ory. However, Valens readily 
confented to a truce ; which was no fooner concluded than 
he returned to Antiocb, and Sapor to Ctefipbon, for both 
princes had advanced as far $is Mefopotamia, to fupport 
their rcfpe£live generals K 

While Valens pafied the winter at Antioch, many of all 

ranks and conditions were accufed of attempting to learn, 

by magical pra£lices and forbidden arts, the name of the 

Tftf tenfp'f perfon who was to fucceed him in the empire. Some of 

racy of them confeffed the crime laid to their charge, and declared, 

nhiodorusi that Theodorus, the emperor's fecond fecretary, was the 

m^n whom the ftar§ feemed to have deftined to the empire. 

Theodorus was defcended of an illuftrious family in Gaul 

or Sicily, endowed with extraordinary accomplifhments> 

and in every refpeft worthy of the empire, if he had not 

had the ambition of afpiring to ^t, and endeavouring to, 

raife himfelf by unlawful means to that high ftation*; for 

all authors agree that he countenanced the execrable prac-. 

tice$ of the magicians. Ammianus, who, it feems, was 

then gt Antioch, or at leaft in that neighbourhood, gives 

us a very particular and diftinft account of what pafled on 

that occafion, which it would be too tedious to tranfcribe. 

Thebdorua wa$ found guilty, not only of magical praftices, 

which were iforbidden on pain of death, but of having con- 

Kvho is hi" fpired with others to take away the emperor's life ; for 

headed. which crimes he was beheaded ". 

Many /»- No ope would have complained, if only Theodorus and 
mocentp^r^ his accpmpliccs had fufFered ; but innumerable innocent 
deaUu^^^ perfons were on that qccafion inhumanly racked, and after- 
wards either executed or exiled: a diligent fearch was 
made, not only ^fter thofe who. had been piivy to the con- 
Ipiracy, but after fucl^ as were pnly fufpefted of praftifing 

' Themift. Qraf. xi. p. iaX. if Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 38 J 

^ Sp^. lib. yi. cap. 35. p. ai^. Aromian, lib. sexix, p. 389, & fe^* 
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Tnagic. Such numbers were daily accufed and feized, that 
the public prifons could no longer contain them, and few 
of thofe who were apprehended, had the good fortune to 
efcape death or banifhment. Diogenes, formerly governor 
of Bithynia, was publicly executed •, and Salia, treafurer 
of Thrace, expired at the officer's feet who was to examine 
him, overcome by the apprehenfion of the torture he was 
to undergo ". Baflianus, whom fome writers fuppofe to 
have been the fon of Baflianus Caefar, brother-in-law to 
Conftantine the Great**, was faved by the powerful inter- 
ceflion of his relation^, who were perions of great diftinc- 
tjon, but (tripped of his eftate and all his effe£ts. The 
two brothers Eufebius and Hypatius, brothers-in-law toCon« 
ftantius, who had been confuls, were accufed of having 
afpired to the empire \ and though the charge could not be 
proved, yet they were baniflied, and condemned to pay a 
large fine, but foon after recalled, and advanced to great 
honours. Entropius, proconful of Ada, was accufed of 
having been privy to the confpiracy of Theodorus; but the 
philofopher Pafiphilus, who was brought as an evidence 
againft him, having fufFered all the torments cruelty itfelf 
could invent, without laying any thing to his charge, he 
was difmifled, but deprived of his employment, which 
was given to Feftus the hiftorian, who difcharged it for the 
fpace of five years with the moft horrid barbarity. Aly- 
pius, formerly vicar of Britain, and employed by Julian in 
rebuilding the temple of Jerufalem, was accufed with his 
fon Uierocles, the difciple of Libanius, as a poifoner : the 
father was ftripped of his eftate, and baniflied ; and the fon 
condemned to death, but faved (as Ammianus writes), by 
accident. , 

But the moft rigorous enquiries were made after the Pa- 
an philofophers, who were, in general, addided to the 
udy of magic. The moft conliderable among them were 
publicly executed ; namely, Hiiarius, who was burnt alive, 
Patricius, Andronicus, and Caeranius : Maximus, the fa- j^aximus 
mous mafter of Julian, was carried to Antioch to be exa- and^tktr I 
mined, and afterwards to Ephefus, wher? Feftus ordered phtlofo- 
his head to be cut off, though he was then fo ill that he ^^^'^ 1 
muft have ended his life in a few days, without the inter- '* ' ^ 
vention of the executioner p. Zonares writes, that the phi- 
lofopher lamblichus, by a draught of poifon, prevented his 
falling into the emperor's hands ^. Valens expe£led, and 
greatly defired, to find Libanius in the number of the 

n Sozom. lib. vx. ^ap. %$• P* ^94* * Cange Byz. Fam. pEunap^ 
^^p. 5. p. S8, 89. fi Zonar. p. sS. 
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guilty : nothing was alleged againft him^ thougb, as to ma* 
gieal pradices, ne owns he was not free from guilt ; bUt as to 
the confpiracy of Theodorus» he folemnly protefts, that he 
was altogether a ftranger ^ Diligent fearcn was made^ not 
only after magicians, but after all bobks treating of magic, 
which, wherever difcovered, were committed to the flames, 
with thofe in whofe pofleffion they were found. Thefe 
enquiries extended to all the provinces fubje£b to Valens; 
and from the moft remote parts were daily brought to An- 
tioch numbers of people to be tried as magicians, becaufe 
books of magic had been found in their cuftody (T) 
Fi/Itu On this occafion Fcftus, proconful of Afia, diftinguifhed 

P^^^'fi' . himfelf above the other minifters of the emperor's cruelty, 
%'g,/^' torturing with the utmoft inhumanity, and putting to death, 
without diftin^ion of fex, age, or condition, fuch as were 
convifled, or only fufpe^ed, of having ufed any kind of 
charms or enchantments: he tortured the philofopher Ca&- 
ranius till he expired, for no other crime but becaufe in a 
ktter to his wife he had ufed a proverbial expreflion, which 
looked like a charm : a woman was executed for pretending 
to cure agues by a charm, though (he bad before been fent 
for, with liis knowlege and confers, to cure his own 
daughter. A young man being obferved in a public bath 
to touch the marble with the fingers of both his hands, the 
one after the other, and then putting them to his breaftf 
to repeat the fcven vowels, which he fancied was an im- 
mediate remedy againft a pain in the itomach, Feftus caufed 
him to be immediately fei9ed, tortured, and put to death '. 
At Antioch, a perfon being accufed of having written a 
book of magic, found an opportunity of throwing it into 
the river before he was apprehended : but this expedient 
did not fave him ; for though the book could not be pro- 
duced againft him, yet he was, after a fhovt hearing, coa- 
detnned, aud publicly executed. 

This year is likewife remarkable for the death of Paras 
](ing of Armenia, treach^roufly murdered by the Romans* 

' Lib. Vit. p. 56, 57« • Ammian. lib. xxtx. p. 3^0. 

(T^ Amroianus tells us, that ed^ and their ellatea confifcated, 

the officers themfelves, out of Hereupon perfons of all 'ranks 

the mod diabolical malice, often were filled with fuch terror, 

conveyed privately ^mong the that they burnt their libraries, 

other writings, feme charm or left, amongft their other books, 

enchantment ; upon which the any (hould be found unknown 

perfons, to whom they w^re to them, treating of forbidden 

lu'ppofed to belong, were im- arts. 
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He had fubmitted to the king of Ferfia, as we have obferved 
abovt ; but afterwardg renewed, it feems, bis alliance with 
the Romans, and was by them acknowleged king, (ince 
Ammianus gives him that title ; but feveral perfons, at thq . 
head of whom was count Terentius, having tranfmitted to 
court unfavourable accounts of his conduct and adminiftra- 
tion, the emperor fent for him, on pretence of confulting 
him about the profecution of the Perdan war. Upon his Paratt 
arrival at Tarfus in Cilicia, he was commanded to wait till ^it^ofJr* 
farther orders ; but being in the mean time informed that «^*'^» ^'- 
the emperor's defign was to arreft him, and appoint another ^rfj^ 
king of Armenia in his room, be refolved to make his efeape^ htmahs 
with the affiffance of (hree hundred of his own fubje£t8| hu ifcapu 
who had privately provided horfcs for that purpofe. They 
fet out in the dufk of the evening*, but were foon purfued 
and overtaken by a whole legion, fent to prevent theif 
efcape. At their approach. Paras faced about, and charged 
them with fuch refolutioni that they fied with precipitation. 
After this effort, he travelled night and day till he reached 
the Euphrates, which he pafled upon barrels joiqed toge- 
ther, and purfued his journey with extraordinary expedition. 
But in the mean time the emperor, having notice of his 
efcape, difpatched a thoufand archers, under the command 
of two principal officers, to bring him back. Thefe being 
well acquainted with the country, to which Paras was alto- 
gether a ftranger, getting through private roads before himi 
divided their forces, and feized on two pafies, three miles 
diftant from each other, through one of which they took it 
for granted he would pafs. But being informed of his 
danger by a traveller, and conduced through bye-paths and 
thick woods, he efcaped the anibufcade, ami arrived fafb in 
his dominions, where he was received with inexpreffible 
joy, while the Roman officers, who had long waited for 
him, were derided and ridiculed upon their difappoint^i 
ment. This difgrace incenfed them to^ fuch a degree 
againft Paras, that, in order to haften his ruin, they made 
the credulous emperor believe, that the young prince was . 
a famous magician, -and knew how to confume and wafte a 
man's body by degrees, though at ever fo great a diftance. 
The emperor was fo much alarmed at thefe infinuations^ 
that though Paras, forgetting the late affiront, continued 
faithful to the Romans, yet his death was refolved on, and 
orders were fent to Trajan, who commanded the Roman 
forces in' Armenia, to difpatch him by treachery, if he could 
mot by open force. 

The manner which Trajan chofe to put this cruel com- 
]3a;ind in execution was no kf3 bafe and inhuman than the 

command 
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command itfelf. Having gained the young prince's con- 
fidence, by frequenting his table, and producing counter- 
feit letters from Valens, filled with the moft tender ex- 
prei&ons of kindnefs, he prevailed upon him to accept of an 
entertainment at bis houfe, during which he was barba- 
" roufly murdered by a ruffian hired for that purpofe ^ The 
death of Paras gave great uneafinefs to Sapor, who had 
hoped to gain him over to his intereft. He was therefore 
no fooner informed of his fate than he difpatched ambaf- 
fadors to Valens with propofals for an accommodation. 
The remaining part of this year was fpent in negotiations, 
but without fuccefs, the emperor, who was then at the 
head of a numerous and well-difciplined army, being de- 
firous of retrieving the glory of the Roman arms, and re- 
covering the provinces given up by the treaty with Jovian. 
But in the mean time, Thrace being threatened with a ge- 
neral invafion of the Goths, he was obliged to conclude 
a peace with the Perfians, but upon what terms we know 
not. 

Next year Valens was alarmed by an embafly from the 
Goths, who, being driven out of their own country by the 
Hunns, defired permifEon to fettle in Thrace. But before 
we fpeak of that embafly, and the memorable events attend- 
ing it, we muft take a curfory view of what happened in 
the Weft after the death of Valeminian, who, as we have 
related already, died at Bregetio on the feventeenth of No- 
vember. Jle left two fons, Gratian, born in 359, and 
created emperor by his, father on the twenty-fourth of Au- 
guft 367, and Valentinian, born in 371. As Gratian was 
at a great diftance from the army when his fafhcr died, 
having been left, as we have obferved, at Treves, the great 
officers of the court, uncertain what fuch an extraordinary 
and unexpefted accident might produce, efpecially among 
the Gauls, who fiprved in the army, and were than ravaging 
the country of the Quadi beyond the DanubjS, difpatched a 
meflenger with intelligence of the emperor's death to Me- 
robaudes their leader, who thereupon fent immediately out 
of the way, purfuant to his inftruftious, count Sebaftian, 
an officer greatly beloved by the foldiery, and then marched 
back to the camp at Bregetio. Upon his arrival, it was re- 
folved in a general council of all the chief officers, both 
civil and military, that Valentinian, the fecond fon of the 
dcceafed emperor, then a child but four or five years oldy 
fliould be declared his fucceflbr. He was therefore brought 
without delay from a village, named Murocinfta, about a 
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hundred miles diftantfrom Bregetio, and upon his arrival Yr. of FI. 
proclaimed emperor, with the ufual folemnity, the fixth day 2815. 
after the death of his father. This ftep they took to pre- ^' ^' 375- 
vent any fudden attack from the enemy, or mutiny in the ''^73* 
army. They hoped that Gratian, who was then feventeen yalenti- 
years ol^, and had already given proofs of an extraordinary nian ll. 
mild temper, and an uncommon under (landing, would ac- proclaimed 
quiefce in the motives which had induced them. to prefer his '^P^^'"^ kjf 
brother to the empire without his knowlege or confent. *^th^' 

Gratian at firft complained of their taking fuch an extra- army. 
ordinary ftep before they had confulted him ; but imme* 
diately confirmed their eleftion, and ever' after treated 
young. Valentinian more like his child than his brother ". 
The elecMon being confirmed by Gratian, and foon after 
by Valens,; the Weftern provinces were divided between 
the two brothers : Valentinian had for his fhare Italy, Illy- 
ricum, and Africa; and Gratian poflefTed Gaul» Spain, 
and Britain. This divifion was made, not by Gratian, who 
was yet too young, as Zofimus pretends, but by the great 
oflGcers of the court. As they did not confult Valens, fome 
mifunderftanding arofe between that prince and his ne- 
phews^. Notwithftanding this partition, Gratian alone 
governed the Weftern provinces to his death, Valentinian 
not being capable of afting on account of his non-age, fo 
long as Gratian lived. The firft thing Gratian did after the 
death of his father, and the promotion of his brother, was 
to recall his mother Severa, who had been divorced and ba- 
nifhed by Valentinian, and rcftpre her to her former, ho- 
nours *. 

In the following year, 376, Valens was conful the fifth 
time, tjnd Valentinian the firft. Gratian, being informed 
of the horrid cruelties praftifed by Maximinus both in Italy Maximi- 
and Gaul, caufed him to be publicly executed; and appoint* ftus^ and 
ed Antonius, prefect of Gaul, in his room. Simplicius, ^jf accem- 
who had been vicar of Rome in 374, and Dofyphorianus, ^gjg^tk^^ 
who had fucceeded him in that office, underwent the fame, 
fate, being accufed of the like crimes : the former was be- 
headed in lUyricum, and the latter put to a cruel death, at 
the inftigation of Severa, fays Ammianus, in Gaul, whither 
he was conveyed froni the TuUian prifon in Rome. As 
thefe three cruel and bloody magiftrates had, with the ut- 
mofl injuftice, miirdered a great number of fenators, Gra- 
tian, by a declaration publiftied. this year, eftablifhed the 

« Ammian. lib. xxx. p. 433, 434* Zof. lib. iv. p. 746. Socrat ^ 

)ib. iv. cap. 31. p. 24^. ^ Eanap. Legat. p* 19* x Cbron* 

^lex. p. 794* Ammian. lib. xxyiii. p. 366, 
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method of trying fcnators', which was read by Symma- 
chus in the fcnate on the thirteenth of Augufl *. Maximi- 
nus, Simplicius, and Doryphorianus, had long dcferved the 
fate which at length overtook them, and died unlamented; 
but the death of the renowned Theodofius, one of the 
greateft officers and bed men of his age^ is a ftain on the 
character of Gratian never to be effaced* Of his glorious 
exploits in Britain and Africa we have already fpoken in 
the reign of Valcntinian ; bat, notwithftanding the emi- 
nent fervices he had rendered the empire, he was this year 
by an order from court beheaded at Carthage, after he had 
triumphed over Firmus, and with his prudence and abili- 
ties reftored Africa to its former tranquility (U). 

His fon, named likewife Theodofius, who, being duke of 
Mcefia in 374, had, with a courage and condud far above 
his years, defended that province againft the incurfions of 
the Barbarians, as we have related above, was obliged to 
yield to the ftorm, and retire to Spain his native country, 
where he lived in exile, till he was recalled by Gratian, and' 
raifed to the empire. 

. During thefe tranfaftions in the Weft, the Goths, driven 
out of their own country, by the Hunns, approached the 
banks of the Danube, to the number of two hundred thou- 
fand men*, and, being admitted by Valens into Thrace, 
they fubdued that province. Gratian was on the twenty- 
feventh of February at Treves, where he had paffed the win- 
ter, and on the twenty-eighth of July at Mayence, perhaps 
on feme expedition againft the Germans not mentioned in 
hiftory ; for Aufonius relates, that he took fome Germans 
prifoners, and brought them with him into Gaul •. He had 
returned to Treves on the feventeenth of September^. By 
a law dated the fifth of March, and addreffed to Cataphro- 
nus vicar of Italy, he grants many exemptions to the clergy. 



y Cod. Thcodof. p. 96, 
^ Aufon- Conful. p. 378. 



* Symm. lib. x. cp. 2. p. 390, 391, 
^ Cod. Theod. Chroa. p. 97, 9S. 



(U) His death was owihg, if 
8t jerom (1), Orofius (2), and 
St. Arabrofe (3), are to be cre- 
dited, to the malicious fug- 
geiHons of certain perfons at 
court, who, envying him the 
great reputation he hadde- 
icrvedly acquired, filled the 



young prince's mind with jca- 
louii^s and fufpicions. He was, 
at his earnefb requeft, baptized 
juft before he died ; fo that his 
death was no lefa exemplary, 
than his life had been glo- 
rious (4). 



(i) HIcr. Chrowi 
brof. Div. 3. p. i%$. 



(») Orof. lib. vii. cap, 3*. p. %t^ 
(4) Orof. ibid. 
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A dreadful pbgue raged this year in moft of tbe Weftern 
provinces, and fwept off incredible numbers of people^. 
The following year 378, when Valens was conful the fixth 
time, and Valentinian the fecond, the Goths» from Thrace, 
advanced into Macedon and Theflaly,, committing every- 
where dreadful ravages ^ they even approached Conftanti- The Geths 
nople itfelfy plundered the fuburbs> kept the city for fome ^^^^^ ^p\ 
time blocked up, and, in the end gave the emperor a total ^^"/^'^^i" 
overthrow. Valens himfelf periihed on this occafion, as all ^^ '* 
authors agree, though they differ in their accounts of his Yr. of PI. 
death ; for fome write, that he was killed upon the fpot; «8i8. 
and others, that, beihg wounded in the field, and unable ^'^' 37«* 
to fly, he was carried to a peafant's houfe, which his at* '"^ ' 
tendants fortified. But, the Barbarians, not fufpe£ting the ^/^g g/g^tk 
emperor to be there, fet fire to it, and it was confumed o/f^aUjis,' 
with all that were in it, except a youth, who, having made 
his e£cape, firft out of the flames, and afterwards from the 
enemy, gave tbe Romans an account of the emperor's un- 
happy end**. Such was the end of Valens, after he had 
lived about fifty years, and reigned fifteen, four months^ 
and ibme days ^ ( W). 

He was a ftranger to every branch of literature, and tio Hlscha* 
better acquainted with the military art than with the libe-* rader. 
ral iciences. He did not even underftand the Greek tongue, 
though be had reigned fo many years in the Eaft among the 
Greeks. He difcoveredno expedients himfelf ; but, when 
they were propofed by others, had difcernment enough to 
adopt the beil and moft proper ^ He was naturally indo- 
lent and inactive, an enemv to labour^ and averfe to bull* 
nefs, which was owing to the indolent life he had led, free 
from trouble^ till he was Created emperor. He was ex- 

c Ambr. in Luc. xxi. p* ap}. Bibliotb. Patr« torn. viii. p. 579; 
' Ammian. p. 46s. e Idem, lib. xxxi. p. 463, 464. f Tfaemift. 
Orat. vi. p. X I. & Orat. ix. p. 7 1. 

(W) All authors agree, that herefy of Anus, which flourifh* 

neitfaer his body, nor the leaft ed and increafed in his reign^ 

remainsof it, were ever found; more than it had done under 

aod that his memory was ho- any of his predeceflbrs. With 

noured by no funeral obfe- him periflied in the flames, ac- 

quies. Ecclefiaftical writers look cording to the modern Greeks, 

upon his death as a judgment his great-chamberlain, a zealous 

fcom Heaven, for his perfecut- patron of the Arians, and an 

Ing with great cruelty the ca* avowed enemy to the orthodox 

tholics,, and his encouraging the believers ( i ) • 

(,0 MenierMagn, Grsea p. 919. 

trcjjicly 
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trcmcly timorous, ^nd unwilling to expofe himfelf to dan- 
ger. To this difpofition moft authors afcribe the extraordi- 
nary deference which he always paid to his brother Valen« 
tinian «. Themiftius commends his chaftity ; and Ammia- 
nus, a writer not partial in his favour, does not reproach 
him with lewdnefs and debauchery. He was conftant and 
faithful in his friendfhip, feveral inftances of which arc re- 
lated by Ammianus. He raifed fuch only of his relations as 
were perfons of merit, and, in general, had regard to 
merit alone in the difpofal of employments. He kept a 
watchful eye over his minifters, exaded military difcipline 
with great rigour, not fuffering his foldiers to do the leaft 
injury to thofe through whofe countries they marched, and 
(hewed himfelf on all occadons ready to redrefs the com- 
plaints of his injured fubjeds ^ He difcharged the foreign 
guards, who had been employed by other princes as thcmi- 
nifters of their cruelty. He was 'thoroughly acquainted with 
the ftate of his finances, and therefore did not fuffcr himfelf 
to be impofed upon by thofe who managed his accounts. 
Themiftius ftyles him the Father of the Provinces, on ac- 
count of the great care he took in eafing them of the heavy 
taxes with which they had been loaded by his predeceflars* 
Ammianus owns, that he could not with more care have 
confulted the good of his own family than he did the wel- 
fare of all his fubjefts ; and that the Eaftern provinces had 
been under no prince happier than under him. However, 
all authors agree, that he had a ftrong inclination to ava- 
rice and cruelty, which, joined to his jealous and fufpicidus 
temper, induced him often to condemn innocent perfons, 
and feize on their eftates. The leaft fufpicion of treafon 
rendered him inexorable, fays Ammianus, and his ears were 
open to all manner of accufations. 
Hisijfui, He left two daughters, Carofa and Anaftafia 5 but all we 
know of them it, that Procopiu^, who became famous in the 
latter end of the reign of TheodoCus, married one of them, 
being ftyled by Zofimus ^ and Sozomen *^, the fon*in-law 
of Valens. What became of the emprefs Albia Dominica, 
after the death of her hufljand^ we are not told. St. Chry- 
foftom, who wrote about the year 381, obferves, that the 
widow of an emperor, who had been baniihed by another 
prince, was then recalled by the mediation of many perfons 
of diftinflion, who with much difficulty obtained that fa- 
vour '. Moft writers take the emprefs, of whom he fpeaks 

g Via. Eplt. Theodor. Vit. Patr. p,«i5. * Themift. 

Orat. X. p. 158. * Zof. lib. v. p. 786. k S02. lib. iv, 

cap. 9. p. 649. 1 Chrjf. tid Vid. Jun. p. 4^3. 
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in that place, to have been the widow of the emperor Va- 
lens : but as to the caufe of her difgrace and misfortune, we 
are quite irt the dark. With the death of Valens, Ammia- 
nus Marcellinus ends his hiftory (X). 
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CHAP. LXIL 

The Hiftory of the Eajiern and Wejlern Empire 9 
from the Death of Valens to the Divifion of 
the Empire. 

GRATIAN, alarmed at the danger that threatened the 
Eaftcrn provinces, haraffed by the Barbarians, refolved 
to march in per fon to the afliftance of his uncle, as foon as 
the feafon would permit. In the mean time he ordered part 



of the Roman hiftory in the 
reign of Valentinian and Va- 
lens, and infcribed it to the 
latter,' having undertaken it 



at his requeft. 
Julian in . his 
to Perfia (4). 
have been of 



He attended 

expedition in* 

He feems to 

the fenatorial 



(X) Ammianus Marcellinus 
was a nativeofAntioch, where 
his family made fpme figure ( i ) . 
He (erved feveral years in the 
army, in quality of do^nefticus, 
which was then an honourable 
pofl. He attended Julian in his 
rerfian expedition, and was at 
Antioch, or in that neighbour- 
hood, when the confpiracy of 
Theodorus was difcovered in 
the reign of Valens (2). His 
hiftory was divided into thirty- 
one books, and comprifed the 
reigns of all the emperors, from 
Domitian, where Suetonius 
ends, to the death of Valens ; 
but of his thirty-one books, on- 
ly the lad eighteen, beginning 
after the death of Magnentius 
in 3S39 have reached our times. 
Though he was a Greek, he 
chofe to write in Latin; but 
his Latin, in the opinion of 
Voilius, fpeaks him both a 
Oreek and a foldierCj). £u- 
tropins wrote his abridgemeni 

(i) Ammian. lib. xix. p, 144. ' (s) Idem, lib. xxix. p. 387. 

(3) Voir. Hift. Lat. lib. li. cap. 9. p. %ou (4} Eutrop. p. jS^. 

(5) Hien Vir« Illudr. cap. xii. 

of 



order ; for, at the liead of his 
work, he is diftinguiflied with 
the title ^of clarimmus, which 
was peculiar to fenators. In 
the reign of Valentinian, and 
before the year 376, died, ac- 
cording to St. Jerom, Aquilius, 
or Acilius Severus, a native of 
Spain, who wrote the hiftory 
of his own life in profe and 
verfe, under the title of Cataf- 
trophe. He was defcended from 
another Severus, to whom Lac- 
tantius infcribed two books of 
his letters. St. Jerom places 
him among the ecclefiaftic wri- 
ters (^) ; but his work has been 
long fince lofl. 
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of the forces in Oaul to march into Illyricum, and, jointiig 
the troops ()Qanered in that provincci to enter Thrace^ and 
Thg LfH' itinforce the army which Valens had fent thither. This 
tien/es pafs meafurc the Germanb^ called Lentienfes, whofe country 
tkt RAimet bordered upon Rhaetia, no fooner underftood, than, in vio- 
^"f G^ul ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ treaty which they had but lately concluded with 
Gratian, they pafled the Rhine upon the ice, to the number 
of forty thoufand men ; and, entering Gaul, committed 
dreadful ravages in the neighbourhood of that river. In con- 
fequence of this in vafion the emperor recalled the troops from 
Ulyricum, and fent them, reinforced with thofe that were 
left in Gaul under the conduft of count Nannianus, and Mai- 
lobaudes, king of the Franks, whoferved in the Roman ar- 
my in quality of comes domefticorum, to drive back the 
Lentienfes, whofe numbers encreafed daily, the Romans, 
who guarded the banks of the Rhine having, through fear 
of the Barbarians, deferred their ftations. The two gene- 
' rals, though at the head of a handful of men, gave them 
battle in the fteighbourhood of Argentaria, vi^bere the pre- 
Tki^ are ^^^^ city of Golmar ftands. The Romans at firft gave ground, 
Mtttrlj di^ being overpowered with numbers \ but, after a fevere coq- 
feattdhy gj£^^ gained a complete viftory, and made fuch a dreadful 
thi Ro' havock of the enemy, that, out of fuch a prodigious mttlti- 
tude, fc»fce f>ve thoufand made their efcape, thirty thotr- 
fand of them being killed upon the fpot, and the reft cither 
ftairt in the purfuit, or taken prifoners. Their king Trial- 
rius, the chief author of the war, was m the number of the 
ilain «*. 

After this viftory, Gratian paffed the Rhine at the head 
of his army ; and, entering the enemy's country, enclofed 
them among the barren mountains, to which they had fled 
7heyfub^ . '^^itl'* their families \ and by thefe means reduced them in a 
mtttoGra- (hort thne to fuch diftrefs, that they were forced to ftibmit 
itan. to tlie terras the conqueror thought fit to prcferibc j one of 

which watey that they (hould deliver up theii* youth to ferv6 
ii^tbeRonKHi army. The Romans were greatly reinforced by 
this new acccfBon of ftrcngrti, and at the fame time that in- 
conftant and faithlefs natioh v^^as difabled from raifing frefh 
diftufbances in the emperor's abfence. In this expedition, 
Gratian gave fignal proofs of his courage, prudence, cle- 
mency, and generofity ; which gained him the eftecm and 
affeAion of his troops ". He immediately wrote to Valens, 
acquainting hiot with the vi£lory, and entreating him not 
to hazard a battle till he had joined hini, which he afiured 

• « Aramfan. lib. xxxh p. 453, 454., Vift, Epit. Ilier. in Chroiu 

• Ammiaii. lib. j/xxu p*455* 

him 
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him would be very foon: but Valens, jealous of the repu* 
tation of his nephew, which he thought eclipfed his own, 
and defirous of equalling his exploits againft the Germans^ 
refolved to give battle before his arrival, that he might en- 
joy, without a rival, the glory of the viSory, which he 
looked upon as certain. 

In the m^an time Gratian, having provided for the fecu- Grattan 
rity of Gaul, began his march, and with great expedition ^archi$i§ 
advanced to Arbor Felix, now Arbon, on the lake of Con- ^^'^-^^" . 
ftance, and from thence to Lauriacum, now Lork, in Au- JJ*^^*"^ 
ftria, on the Danube, between the Traun and the Ens. 
There he embarked part of his troops on the Danube, and 
marched by land with the reft to Bononia in Lower Dacia, 
, and from thence to Sirmium, where he^ remained but four 
days, though he was then ill of an intermitting fever. From 
Sirmium he purfued his march along the Danube to a fort 
in the fame province, called Caftra Martis. In his march» 
fome of his men, who had draggled from the army, were" 
intercepted, and cut off, by the Alanis. From Caftra Mar^ 
tis, he difpatched Richomeres, his comes domefticorum, to 
acquaint Valens of his arrival : but Valens, haftening the yalips *' 
battle, that his nephew might have no (hare in the viftory, ^w// bat* 
was utterly defeated, and periflied, with two-thirds of his ^^r^^^^ 
army, in the manned we have already related. The day J„jif^^ 
after the engagement, the Goths, informed by a defcrtcr, befirt kit 
that Valens had left many perfons of great diftinftion in arrival. 
Adrianople, and that the imperial treafure was lodged there, ^^' ^^{^^ 
invefted the place ; but being repulfed with great flaughter, '"^'^? - 
they abandoned the enterprize ; and marching towards Pe- anoplg and 
rinthus or Heraclea, laid wade that fertile country, then Conftantiu' 
advanced to Condantinople, hoping to make themfelves 9plt. 
mafters of that ftately metropolis : but the Saracens, whom 
Mavia their queen had Tent to the affiftance of the Rbmans, 
and who were more formidable in fudden onfets than re- 
gular engagements, having in feveral frillies cut off great 
numbers of the Goths, the reft raifed the fiege, and retired 
from the neighbourhood of that city. 

The remaining part of this year they fpent in ravaging Dnadfal 
Thrace, Scythia, Moefia, and even Illyricum, as far as the '*^v^^ 
Julian Alps, which part that province from Italy ®. The ^^^ 
neighbouring Barbarians, namely the Quadi and Sarma- goMx, amd 
tians, entered the Roman territories at the fame time, put- othr Bar* 
ting all to fire and fword, and furpafEng the Goths them- bariam^ 
fclves in the horrid cruelties they pradtifed p. St. Jerom 
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gives us a pathetic account of the calamities fuffered at that 
time by the fubjefts of the empire. The cities of Illyri- 
cum which fuffered moft on this occafion, were Petavio 
and Murfia ; the former is faid to have been betrayed to the 
Barbarians by Valens, whom the Arians had attempted to 
raife to that fee ^. As there were great numbers of Goths, 
who ferved in the Roman armies, quartered in the forts and 
cities of Afia, Julius, who commanded in that province, 
apprehending they would join their countrymen, by private 
letters fent to the governors of the cities where they were 
quartered, ordered them all to be mafTacrcd at the fame 
time. This inhuman order was put in execution without 
the leaft noife or difturbance, and Afia delivered from the 
danger it had Juft reafon to apprehend ; for Zofimus aflures 
us, that the Goths only wanted an opportunity to revolt^ 
and treat the Romans as they were treated by them ^ 

We left Gratian on the frontiers of Thrace, ready to en- 
ter that province, and joih Valens j but he no fooner heard 
the news of his death, and of the great lofs the Romans had 
fuftained in the fatal battle of Adrianoplc, which were 
brought to him by Viftor, who had had the good fortune 
to efcape the general Slaughter, than he retreated to Sir- 
mium, to deliberate on the moft proper meafurcs to be 
taken in fo critical a conjundure. After at fhort ftay at Sir- 
mrum, he marched, at the head of all the forces he could 
aflemblc, to Conftantinople, to fecure that metropolis. In 
the mean time, reflcfting how many brave officers had pc- 
rifhed in the prefent war, and how much he ftoodin need 
of an able and faithful general, he fent for Theodofius> 
who, after having given fignal proofs of his courage, con- 
du£l, and experience, in military affairs, had, upon the 
death of his father, retired to Spain, his native country* 
TheodoGus obeyed the emperor*s command; and, quitting 
his retirement, proceeded to lllyricum, where he was re- 
ceived by Gratian with the greateft demonftrations of kind- 
nefs and efteem, and foon after fent, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, againft the Sarmatians, who were in full 
march to join the Goths : but Theodofius, falling upon 
them, cut the greater part of them in pieces, and obliged 
the reft to repafs the Danube. From Conftantinople the 
emperor returned to Sirmium, where he pafled the winter. 
He no fooner fawhimfelf, by the death of Valens, matter 
of the Eaft, than he recalled, and reftored to their fees, the 
orthodox bifliops, who had been baniflied by Valens \ andj 
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by an cdid, granted ehtife liberty of confcience to Chrifl 
tians of all denominations) except the Manichees^ the 
PhotinianSy and the Eunomians, whom he would not fuffef 
to have any churches. This edi£t put a period to the per* 
fecution which the Arians had laifed, and carried on with 
great cruelty, againft the Catholics, during the reign ot 
Valens. Gratian, notwithftanding his zeal for the ortho^ 
dox faith, did not for the prefent meddle any farther with 
i-eligioiis affairs, through fear of raiGng new diflurbances* 
which, in the prefcnt diftradted ftate of the empire, might 
h^ve been attended by dangerous confequences. This lawj 
granting liberty of confcience to all Chriftians, feems to 
have taktn place only in the Eaft, where the Catholics did 
not enjoy it before ; for by another law enaftcd this year^ 
and addreffed to Flavianus vicar of Africa, he abfolutely 
condemns the Dohatiils, orders their churches to be deli- Hi ceti*, 
vered to the catholics, and declares, that he will fuffer no ^^mni tki 
other doftrine to be taught or held, except that which is ^^",^^1^^ 
agreeable to the gofpel, to the faith of the apoftles^ and to 
the tradition of the church. . , 

While he refided at Sirmiiini, furrounded bii all fides by Heriufii 
the Barbarians, he named Aufonius and Olybrius confuls thipdet 
for the enfuing year. He wrote to Aufonius, who had been '^finiui 
his preceptor, a moft condefcending letter, acquainting him ?^>.^** 
with his promotion, and at the fame time prefented him 
with the confular robe, that which the emperors wore 
when they triumphed •. As Valens died without iffuc 
male, Gratian, by his death, became fole mafter of the em<^ 
pirc ; but not thinking himfelf equal to fo great a burden^ 
efpecially at fo critical a conjuncture, when the Goths^ 
Hunns, Alans, Sarmatians, and Quadians, had made irrupt 
lions into the empire on one fide, and the Alemans and 
other German nations were ready to invade it on the 
other, he refolved to take a colleague capable of eafing hint 
of part of his burden, and extricating the ftate from the 
difficulties under which it laboured. Valentinian fhared in^ 
deed th'e title, but not the authority, of emperor, he being 
then but feven, or at moft eight years old- Without any 
regard, therefore, to his own relations, or rather regarding 
tfaofe, to ufe the expreffion of Themiftius, as his neareft 
relations, who were beft qualified for fo great a truft, he 
determined to affume Theodofius for his partner in the fu- 
preme power ; a peifon of extraordinary acCompliihtnentSy 
no lefs admired on account of his exemplary piety, than for 
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Us prudence, Iiii experience in war, and the glorious' ez-« 
ploits he had already performed^ '• 

Purfoant to this refolution, he declared him emperor at 
Sirmiiim on the nineteenth of January of the enfuing year 

«79t while Aufonias and Q^Clodius Hermogenianus Oly- 
rius were confals. It was with the utmoft difficulty that 
Gradan prevailed upon him to accept what others (ought 
with fo much ambition, and employed the moft unlawful 
means to attain. He refufed what others looked upon as 
the greateft happinefs, in fuch manner as evidently fliewed 
that he accepted it by conftraint *• After Gratian had, to 
the general iatiafa^on both of the people and foldiery, 
raifed him to the empire^ he committed to his care the 
Eaft, Thface, and the reft of the provinces which had been 
governed by Valens« referving only Gaul, Spain, and Bri- 
tain ; for Italy, lilyricum, and Africa, were ruled by his 
brother Valentinian ^. 

Theodofius, whom Gratian raifed to the empire, was, 
according to moft authors, a native of Cauca in Galicia, 
which city ftill retains the fame name } but Marcellinus, 
in his chronicle, fuppofes him to have been born in Italica, 
near Seville, the birth*place of the emperor Trajan ; and 
both that writer and Claudian rank him among the great 
men of the Ulpian family, from which Trajan fprung '. 
Theodofius refembled that prince, according to Vi&or, 
both in the features of his face and the virtues of his 
mind \ but was a ftranger to the vices of Trajaa, fuch as 
drunkennefs, incontinence, and ambition r. He was the 
fon of Thermantia and the celebrated Theodofius, who 
conquered a new province in Britain, defeated Firmus in 
Africa, and was defervedly efteemed the greateft com- 
itiander of bis age *• The emperor himfelf was bom in 
the year ^6, fe that he was advanced to the emnire in the 
thirty«tbird year of his age \ He ferved underTiis father 
ifi Britliin, when he was very young ^ ; smd being foon after 
created duke of Moefia, he gained a memorable vi&ory 
dver the Sarmatiam in 374, being then only eighte^ years 
old^ 

After the death of his father he withdrew to Spain, and 
led a ratired life, employing his time partly in reading, and 
partly in works of agriculture, till he was recalled by Gra« 

t Themiftius* Ortt* %vf. p. \%%. u Pacat. p. 253, a54« 
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tia« in 3^3, and declared emperor *.Tle was then mar- 
ried to FlacciUa, called by moft of the Greek writers Pla- 
cilla, and by feme Piacidia ; and had by her at leaft three 
children ; namely, AreadiuSj born aix>ut the year 377, dur- 
ing his father's retirement ; Honorius, born in 384, and a 
daughter named Pulcheria, born before the year 379. 

The joy which Theodofius's promotion gave to all the 
fiibjeAs of the empire, was equal to the high opinion they 
entertained of hisjuftice, integrity, moderation^ and abili- 
ties in war; and indeed, though commendations from 
the pen of a poet are of no great weighty yet we cannot 
help thinking with Claudian, that the empire, without the 
ai&ftance of Theodofius, Would never have recovered its 
former luftre, but become a prey to the Barbarians •. Af- 
ter the promotion of Theodofius, Gratian fet out for Gaul> GraiUm 
upon intelligence that the Germans were in arms, and ready ^""^ ^ 
to invade that province '. He was at Aquildia in the be* ** ' 
ginning of July, and in the latter end of the fame month * 

at Milan s, where he contra£^ed a great intimacy with St. 
Ambrofc, to whom he ever after (hewed the higheft refpeft 
and veneration. It was at his rtqueft that St. Ambrofe 
wrote^ chough unwilling to engage in religious debates, his 
treatife on faith, in which he proves the divinity of the Son, 
and another demonftrating the divinity of the Holy Ghoft. 
The pious emperor was fo ivell pleafed with thefe two 
pieces, that he immediately ordered a church to be deli- 
vered to the Catholics, wjiich he had fequeftered' at Milan, 
with a defign to give it to the Arians, out of complaifance 
to his mother-in-law Juftina. At the fame time, revoking 
the law by which he had granted, the preceding year, li- 
berty of confcience to all fefts, he publifhed another^ for- 
bidding all heretics, efpecially the rebaptizers, to preach 
their tenets, or to hold affemblies, in any part of the em- 
pire. This law is dated from Milan, the third of Attguft 
of the prefent year 379, and was, no doubt, owing to die 
zeal of St. Ambrofe. Gratian left Milan foon after ; and 
paffing through Rhaetia, the province of the Sequani, and 
Germania Prima, repaired to Treves, where he pafled the 
winter ^. This year we find the Lombards firft mentioned *^ ^»- 
inhiftory. *«'•^• 

We left Theodofius at Sirmium, where Tie had been 
declared emperor on the nineteenth of January. He 
was furrounded by multitjides of Barbarians, who, after 

^ Ambrof. Sermo dc Divcrf.p. 115. Vi6^. p. 546. « Claod. 
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Thi depk- tbe defeat and death of Valens, ravaged the neighbour-* 
rahUftaii ing countries without reftraint. Dacia, Thrace, an4 
•ftht Illyricum were already loft. The Goths, the Taifali, the 
pr$'vinca, •^'*°^* ^^^ ^^^ Hunqs, were maftcrs of the greateft part of 
' ' ^hefe proviqces, and had ravaged and laid wafte tbe reft ; 
the Armeni^n^, Iberians, and Perfians, were likewife 10 
arms, and ready to take advantage of the prefent diftrad^d 
ftate of the empire '. The few foldiers yt^ho had furvived 
tbe late defeat, ftruck with terror, kept within the cities 
and fortreflesof Thrace, without even daring to look abroad, 
much l^fs to make head againft the vi3orious enemy. 
GratiaA probably aflifted the new emperor with feme 
troops ; it is at leaft certain, that he left with him two of- 
ficers of gr^at idiftin^ion, namely, count Ricomer, a Frank, 
and Majorianus, who commanded the troops of Illyricum 
under Gratian, apdwas by Theodofius raifed to the pod of 
general both of the horfe and foot. Both thefe officer^ 
diftinguiihed themfelves under Theodofius, and gained great 
advantages over the Goths \ 

Theodofius, leaving Siimium foon after the departure of 
Gratian, repaired to ThefTalonipa, ^he capital of £aft-Dly- 
ne <^/y jicuip. During his refidence in that metropolis, the chief 
EafiTend c^^^^s pf the Eaft fent deputies,, congratulating him upoi> 
deputies to ^^^s accciTipn tp the fovercign power, and imploring his pro- 
^htoaojius* te£lion. At the head of the deputies from Conftantinople 
was the celebrated orator Themiftius, who, in a fpeech 
which he pronounced on that occafion, intreated the em- 
peror to confirm the privileges granted to that great metro- 
polls by his predecejQTors. The emperor received them in a 
inoft obliging manner, promifing to redrefs the evils, of 
which they complained ^ Having reinforced his army 
with new levies, and made other preparations for war, he 
took the field, prpjbably about the end of June \ for oh the 
feventh of July he was at Scupi in Dardania, and on the 
tenth of Auguft at a place called Vicus Augufti, the fitua- 
tion of which is unknown to geographers. Several battles 
were fought this year, of which we can fcarce give any ac- 
count ; for our fureft guide, Ammianus Marcellinus, fails 
i|s here ; and other authors are fo obfcure iii their accounts, 
ib inconfiftent with each other, and often with themfelves, 
that we caiinot depend upon any thing they relate. Ail 
we know for certain is, that part of the Goths fubmitted 
Jo Theodofius, and the reft withdrew from Thrace. Ii^ 
this particular at leaft, all authors are unanimous. The 

. \ Tbemift. Orat. xvi.p. 207. ^ Sidon. Car. p. 31s. 1 Them, 
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emperor, having thus reftored Thrace to its former tran- 
quillity, returned in the latter end of the autumn to Thef- 
falonica, and took up his winter-quarters. 

In the following year, 380, the two emperors were con- 
fuls, Gratian the fifth time, and Theodofius the firft. The 
former, after having paffed the winter at Treves, from 
which place we find two laws, dated the fixth and fifteenth 
of February, fet out early in the fpring for Italy, and was 
on the fourteenth of March at Aquileia, and at Milan on 
the twenty-fourth of April. From Milan he advanced to 
Sirmium, and continued till the end of the furamer, partly 
in the neighbourhood of that city, and partly in Pannonia ". 
Theodofius was feizcd in the month of February of this 
year with a dangerous malady ; and this was what obliged 
Gratian to quit Gaul, and haften into lUyricum, left the Grafiam 
neighbouring Barbarians ftiould embrace that opportunity returns f 
to break into Thrace". As the Goths were ftill in arms, ^^^^''^t 
and threatened to pafs the Danube, Gratian, during the ^/*^^7a* 
illnefs of his colleague, propofed and concluded a treaty of tnatv 
peace with them, which, however advantageous to their witXtki 
nation, was confirmed bj Theodofius upon his recovery ®. ^^'^'« 
Theodofius, during hisficknefs, demanded with great earn- neodofius, 
cftnefs the facrament of baptifm 5 which he received with hiimg 
exemplary piety fiom the hands of Afcolus biihop of Thef-^**'^ 
falonica, after having carefully informed himfelf of the ^ 
faith that prelate profefled. .Finding him both orthodox in maUufy, is 
-his belief and blamelefs in his manners, the pious empe«- bt^tizid. 
ror immediately fent for him to court ; was baptized by 
him ; and from that inftant, the violence of the malady 
abating, he began to recover '. Soon after his recovery, ^'' «*«/ 
the emperor gave a fignal proof of his zeal for the ortho- ^*"' .'^ 
dox faith, by the famous law dated from Theflalonica the /^//jj.'* 
twenty-eighth of February of the year 380. In that law 
Theodofius declares, that all his fubjefts, without excep- 
tion, (hall adhere to the faith which the church of Rome 
had received of St. Peter, which was taught by Damafus 
blfhop of that city, and by Peter bifhop of Alexandria, a 
man of great fanftity ; that is, that they fliall acknowlege 
and confefs the divinity of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft ; that thofe who held this doQrine ihould 
be deemed Chriftian catholics 5 but, on the contrary, fuch 
as rejefted it ihould be treated as heretics and infamous 
perfons, their conventicles fhould not be called churchesi 

» Cod. Theod. Chron. p. 101—104. " Jornand Rer. Gotht 
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and they tbemfelves (hould undergo thore puniihments^ 
which were due to their wiokednefs, from the imperial au- 
tfaorityy and divine juftice, it being a crime, and a facri- 
legCt to depart from the true faith through contempt, or 
eren out ot ignorance. This is the memorable law which 
was addrefled to the people of Conftantinople, and to the 
prefed Eutropius, with orders to publifli it in all the pro- 
vinces, and caufe it to be evcry-where obferved by the fub- 
I'cfts of the empire. To this law St. Auftin, no doubt, al- 
ttded, when he wrote that Theodofius, upon his acceflion 
to the empire, by a law replete with mercy and juftice, 
curbed the fury of the wicked, and relieved the churchy 
long opprefled by the prote£lion given by Valcns to the 
Arians. Befides this, the emperor publiflied feveral other 
laws this year, tending to the reformation of manners ; one 
forbidding all capital trials during the forty days preceding 
Eafter, that is, during Lent; another prohibiting, under 
fevere penalties, widows to marry during the time of mourn- 
ing for their deceafed hufbands, which was by this law ex- 
tended from ten months to a whole year ; a third implying, 
that informers (hould be punilhed with death, if they were 
found to have informed thrice, though their accufations 
had always proved true. By a law dated the fixteenth of 
November, the emperor declares it unlawful to beg the 
cftates of perfons condemned for treafon ; adding, " Whereas 
the importunity of fuch petitioners often wrefts from the 
prince what he ought not to grant, his refcript in their fa- 
vour fhall not be valid ; and fuch as (ha^ll by thefe means 
have obtained the confifcated eftates, (hall be punilhed as 
tranfgreflbrs of the laws." Under other princes, the eftates 
of perfons condemned for treafon were frequently granted 
to tnofe who had accufed them ; an indulgence that|>roved 
an encouragement to informers : but this, and the other 
laws of Theodofius, reftrained thefe vile pra£lices. By for- 
mer laws, the eftates of fugh as bad been banifhed, or exe- 
cuted, fell to the treafury; but Theodofius, by two laws 
of this year, dated the feventeenth of June, orders the ef- 
tates of the former to be divided between the treafury 
^nd the criminal^ or his children ; and thofe of the latter to 
be left entirclyto their children or grandchildren. In cafes 
of treafon, bi!ly one fixth of the criminars eftatc was al- 
lotted to his children, whether be was baniflied or executed. 
-Notwithftahding the treaty which the Goths had con-*- 
ciuded with Gratian, that prince had no fooner left Illyri- 
cum to return to Gaul, than they pafled the Danube, un- 
der the condufl: of Fritigern, Alatheus, and Saphrax ; and, 
breaking into Thrace and Fannonia^ advanced as far as 
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Macedon, deftroying every thing with fire and fword ^ 
2k>0mus relates, that they laid wafte Theflaly and fpirus, 
and penetrated -as far as Achata^ without the leaft oppofi* 
tioQ '. . Theodofius, having in the mean time aflembled his 
troops, took the field ; and coming up with the enemy on 
the frontiers of Macedon, declined an engagement with 
forces fo much fuperior to him in number \ but harafied 
them, by cutting ofi^ their parties, and intercepting their 
convoys. The Goths, apprifedof his defign, attacked the 
Roman camp in the night, made themfelves matters of it, 
cut mo(l of the troops in pieces, and would have taken the 
emperor himfelf prifoner, had be not faved bimfelf bv 
flight, while the Goths were plundering the tents. Sucn 
is the account of Zofimus. But Idatius ', Marcellinus % 
Gregory Nazianzen, who was then at Conftantinople ", and 
Philoftorgius "^^ an Arian writer, and confequently not par« 
tial to Theodofius, afiure us, that the emperor gained a ^hndofiut 
complete vi£lory over the Goths; and that, upon his re- dgfeatsthg 
ttun to Conftantinople, he entered that metropolis in tri* G^ths. 
umph. Jornandes, who omits no opportunity of celebrat- 
ing the exploits of his Goths, takes no notice of their pre- 
tended vi£tory over Theodofius. Befides, Gregory Nazi- 
anzen defcribes his triumphal entry into Conftantinople, of 
which he was an eye-witnefs ; and adds, that he well de- 
ferved that honour, for having checked the fury of tho 
Barbarians, who, confiding in their numbers and natural, 
fiercenefs, had ventured to engage a commander of bis fu- 
perior talents. The next confuls were Fl. Spgrius and Fl* 
Eucherius, uncle» as is fuppofed, to Theodofius. Gratian 
was this year, as appears from the dates of feveral laws, at 
Milan'on the twenty-ninth of March ; at Aquileia on the 
twenty-fecond of April, and eighth of May ; and at Treves 
on the fourteenth of Odober. He returned to Aquileia on 
the twenty«-fixth of December, and pafled the winter in that 
city '. As to the affairs in the £a(l, Theodofius continued 
at Confliantinople, at leaft to the nineteenth of July. At AUthi 
that metropolis he publiftied a law dated the tenth of Ja- churehis 
nuary, forbidding heretics of all denominations to hold af- ^^^'««^ 
femblies in cities, and commanding the churched through- ^X/(V/« 
out the empire to be immediately given up to the Catholics. 
The execution of this law was committed to Sapor, one of 
the greateft generals of his time, with orders to drive out 
the heretics in every province, and put the Catholic paftors 

9 Jorn. Ker. Goth. cap. ft7. p. 649. r 2^f. p. 756. t Idat. 
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in poflcflion of the churches the feftarics had ufurpcd. Sa- 
por did not meet with the lead difficulty in the execution 
of his commif&on, except at Antioch, where the Catholics 
were divided among themfelves r. 
Yr. of Fl. ^^ ^^^ period Athanaric, the moft powerful of all the 
2729 Gothic princes, who had maintained a three years war with 
A, D. 381. Valens, being expelled by a faction, took refuge in the 
U,C. 1119. Roman territories, notwithftanding his pretended oath 
, never to tread on Roman ground ; and, coming to Con- 

Ticurno^ .ftantinoplci was received with great marks of friendfliip by 
Tkiodtfitu, Theodofius, who went out to mpet him, and attended him^ 
ifies, and and his numerous retinue, into the city. But Athanaric 
^'r'^7^ died foon after his arrival ; and Theodofius caufed him to 
UmpU^' be buried after the Roman manner, with fuch pomp and fo- 
'^ ' lemnity, that the Goths, who hod attended him in his 
flight, aftoniflied at the magnificence of the funeral, re- 
turned home^ refolved never to moleft the Romans ; nay, 
out of gratitude to the emperor, who had thus honoured 
the memory of their deceafed prince, they undertook to guard 
the banks of the Danube, and prevent the Romans from be- 
ing attacked on that fide *. Immediately before the death of 
Athanaric the philofopher Themiftius pronounced his fif- 
teenth oration in the palace before the emperor, in which he 
obferves, among other things, that Theodofius, who was then 
in the third year of his reign, had granted innumerable fa- 
nf/econd vours, but had not condemned one perfon to death *. The 
acumenUal pjous emperor, defirous to heal the divifions that rent the 
<QunciL church, and to redrefs the abufes which prevailed in the ftate, 
fumiponed this year, in the month of May, the fecond ge- 
neral or oecumenical council, which was held at Conftanti- 
nople by all the bifhops of his dominions **. While the coun- 
cil was affembling, the emperor publiftied a law, dated the 
fecond of May, depriving fuch as had renounced the Chrif- 
tian religion to embrace Paganifm, of the right of difpofing 
of their efFefts by will ^. By another, dated the eighth of 
the fame month, he extends that penalty to the Manichees, 
whofe eftates he declares confifcated, unlefs their children 
Ihould embrace the true religion ; in which cafe they were 
to enjoy the inheritance of their parents. In a council held 
before the emperor on the twenty-ninth of June, Theodo- 
fius declared, that the refpeft due to the priefthood not 
fuffering bifliops to be fummoned as witneffes, they were 

y Cod. Theod. Chron. lib. vi. tit. 5. leg 6. p. ii7» iiS. Tbeo. 

«Zof. " * '^ ^ ' 
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doret, lib. v. cap. z. p. 706. 
iib. vii. cap.' ^4. p. %%o. 
^ Socr. lib. v* cap. 8. p* 164. 
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•by the h^vs exempted from the obligation of appearing iii 
courts of judicature. By an edifl, dated the nineteenth 
of July, he forbids the £unomians and Arians to build 
churchesi either in the cities or in the country; and de- 
clares the places where they fhall have preached, or per- 
formed any other funftion, confifcated. All thefc laws 
are dated from Conftantinople ; but two others of the 
twenty-firft of Jtrty, from Heraclea in Thrace, whither the 
emperor had advanced againft the Barbarians who were {till 
in arms. 2^fimu8 tells us, that having demanded affiftance 
of Gratian, that prince furnifhed him with a' confideraUe 
body of troops, commanded by Baudo or Bauto, and Ar- 
bogaftes, who were both Franks, but experienced officers, 
and greatly att;ached to the empire. The former was fa- 
ther to Eudoxia the wife of Arcadius, and maintained a 
correfpondence by letters with Symmachus**. We (hall 
have occafion to fpeak of the latter hereafter. Upon the 
arrival of thefe commanders, the Goths, who were. ravag- 
ing Macedon and Theflaly, retired with precipitation into 
Thrace ; but not being able to fubfift in that province, which 
they themfelves had laid wafte the preceding year, they were 
forced to fubmit to Theodofius. The emperor gained a fkeScyri 
complete victory over the Scyri and Carpodacae, who had, and Car* 
jointly with the Hunns, made an irruption into the empire, Pj^^^^ ^^ 
and obliged them to pafs the Danube. We find the Scyri ^^^^J? 
frequently mentioned amongft the northern Barbarians; * 

but no farther notice is taken of the Carpodacse in hiftory. 
This campaign ended in September; for on the fifth of 
that month the emperor was at Adrianople, and on the 
twenty-eight at Conftantinople *. 

In the following year, 3829 when Antonius, called alfo 
Antoninus, and fuppofed to have been iather-in-la\v to 
Xheodofi_us» was conful with Syagrius, the neighbouring 
Barbarians broke into Italy, but were foon repulfed by Gra- 
tian, >yho pafled the grea^eft part of this year at Milan, or 
in that neighbourhood, watching their motions. From 
fpme laws publiftied in the month of September of this 
year, it appears, that the emperor was forced to raife new 
l^vieSi and demand extraordinary fubfidies for the defence 
of Rhsetia and lUyricum. As Rome was infefled by mul- A law of 
titudes of beggars, Gratian, by a law dated the twentieth Gratian 
of June» ordered Severus, prefeft of the city, to feize thofe 'fS^^^fi 
vho were capable of earning their livelihood by labour, and 'S&^^ 
tpbeftow them upon thofe who Ihall have informed againft 

' Zof. lib. iv. p. 757. Symm. lib. iv. epift. 15, x6« p 150. e Co4* 
Tbcodof.Chron. p. 195, U feq. 

thcmi 
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lbefn» eidief as flaTet, if thejr were fuch by condition, nr 
to be employed the reiQaining part of their lives, if they 
were free4x>rn| in tilling their grounds, and in other works 
of agriculture. By another law, dated the eighteenth of 
Auguft, he fttfpended, for the fpace of thirty days, the 
execution of all criminals, reckoning from the day they 
received fentence. He ordered the altar of ViAory, which 
ftood in the place where the Roman fenate afleoibfed, to 
be removed, and declared the revenues beloMing to it con- 
fifcated '. At tbc fame time he declared void and null all 
the privileges and exemptions granted by other emperors to 
the Pagan pontiffs, or to the Veftal virgtns, ordering the 
pfficen of the revenue to confifcate the lands, which, for 
the future, fl&ould be bequeathed to them or their temples. 
The Pagan fenators fcnt deputies, at the head of whom 
was Symmachus, to prevail upon the emperor to revoke 
diefe laws ; but Gratian would not admit them to his {^re- 
fence s. 

The heretics received no lefs feveretreatment in the Eaft 
from Theodofius, than the Pagans in the Weft from Gra- 
tian ( for, by a law dated the laft of March, he declared 
fuch of the Manichees, as were then known by the names 
of Encraticae, Baccofori, and Hydroparaftatae, that is, the 
Continent, the Sack-bearers, the Water-drinkers, guilty 
of death, and likewife againft fuch as, in the celebration 
of Eafter, differed as to the day from other Chriftians. As 
the Goths had been driven out of Macedon» and (hut up in 
Thrace, where they could not fubfift, TheodoOus, not 
willing to drive them to defpair,, received their deputies in 
a very kind manner \ and as they could not return to their 
own countrv, which was fubjeft to the Hunns, upon lay- 
ing down ttieir arms, he allowed them to fettle in Thrace 
s^nd Moefia, which two provinces were almoft entirely un- 
peopled, by the frequent incurfions of the neighbouring 
Barbarians and the late wars. The emperor exempted 
them from all the tributes and taxes that were paid by the 
odier fubjeSs of the empire ^ This was in all likelihood 
one of the articles on which' they fubmitted. Great num- 
bers entered into the Roman fervice ; but formed a feparate 
body, and were commanded by ofRcers of their owmiation, 
a circumftance which provedthe fource of many evils ; but 
as they were well acquainted with the avarice, iitjufticey 
and cruelty of the Roman officers, they infiftedupon con- 
tinuing united, in order to fecure themfelves againft the 

' Cod. Theod. lib. x. tit, 16. Uf, 10 p. 998. % Anibrof. cp. 

iTf p. 195. Symm. tlb>. x, cp, 54. p. 45J, ^^S, k Jbemift. Orat, 

xvi. p. i9s|. 

infult^ 
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mfults they had reafon to apprehend when difperfed among ^ 
the Roman troops. 

The next confuls were Ft. Merobaudes the fecond time^ 
and Flavius Saturninus. Gratian was^ from the twenty- 
ninth of January of this year 383, to the fecond of May, at 
Milan; at Padua on the twenty-feventh and twenty-eighth 
of the fame month \ and at Verona on the feventeentn of 
June ^ This year is remarkable for a dreadful famine that 
raged in Rome, but more on account of the difturbances 
raifed in the ftate by Maximus, which terminated the life and 
reign of the excellent emperor Gratian (Y). That ufurper^ 
feeing Theodofius raifed to the empire^ fays Zofimus, 
while he could not attain to any confiderable employment, 
urged by jealoufy and envy, began to encourage the arer* 
fion of the Roman foldiers to Gratian, whom they confider- 
ed as too great an encourager of foreigners; infomuch that, Maxitmu 
in the end, they revolted, declared Maximus emperor, and, rgi/olts m 
with the ufual folemnity, beftowed on him the purple and ^'*^'«'«- 
diadem. He pretended, that he was allied to Theodofius, 
and that it was with his participation and confent he had . 
aiTumed the fovereignty ^. Orofius ftyles him a man of cou- His ckm* 
rage, and worthy of the empire, had he attained it by law taSir* 
ful means' ; and Sulpitius fpeaks of him as a perfon who, 
except this ufurpation, deferved in every other .refpe£l to 
be cfteemed and commended ". Gregory of Tours relates, 
that before his ufurpation, he had gained feveral fignal 
vi£lories in Britain ". 

Maximus at firft was fupported only by a fmall number of 
the inhabitants of this ifland ; but others flocking to him 
from all parts of Britain, he found himfelf, in a very (hort 
fpace, at the head of a powerful army, which ne im- 
mediately tranfported into Gaul. Landing at the mouth of Hepafes 
the Rhine, he prevailed upon the neighbouring provinces «v/r »«/• 
to revolt from Gratian, and join him, not fo much by force ^ . 
of arms, as by art and addrefs ® ; extending, fays Gildas, 

i^Cod. Tbeod. Chron. p. io8, 109. ^ Zof. p. 760. i Orof. 
fib. vii. cap. 34. p. 3^0, » Sulp. Sev. lib. ii. cap. 7. p. 290. 

It Greg.Tur. Hid. FVanc. iib.i. Cap. 4$. p. 30. ** Zof. lib. iv. p. ^6o* 

(Y) Thait ufurper, named ed in the meaneft oflkes (i)« 

Magnus Clemens Maximus, Zofimus pretends, that he ferv- 

was, according to Zofimus, a na- ed in Britain with Theodofius, 

dre of Spain, brought up, fays who, as we hare obferved aU 

Pacatus, in the &mily of Theo* read;^, attended his father into 

dofiui as a fetvant, and employ- this ifland in the year 368. 

(i) Pacat. p. 164, 
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•• by lies and perjuries, the empire which he had acquired b^ 
wickednefs and rebellion p. Gratian was then at war vtrith 
the Germans called Juthongx ; but he no fooner* heard of 
the arrival of the ufurper m Gaul, than he marched to 
Treves, to put a Itop to his farther progrefs. On his route, 
great part of his troops, corrupted by the emiffaries of 
Maximus, abandoned him, to join the ufurper. However, 
thinking himfelf ftill a match for Maximus, he left Treves, 
went in queft of his enemy, and offered him battle ^. Gra- 
tian's army was commanded by Merobaudes, and count 
Balio, an officer of tried valour and fidelity '. Some authors 
write, that a battle was fought near Paris ; but Zofimus 
tells us, that the two armies continued for five days to- 
gether in the prefence of each other, without any a£Hon, 
except a few flcirmilhes, in which no great advantage was 
gained on either fide ; but that, at length, the troops of 
Gratian, provoked at his fliewing fo much favour, and giv- 
ing the preference, to foreigners, as if he chiefly relied on 
Yr. df Fl. their courage and fidelity, ihamefuilv deferted him. Gra- 
»"1». tian, finding himfelf betrayed and abandoned, fled to the 
i^.D. 383. Alps, attended only by three hundred horfemen; and, hav- 
' '"3'* ing reached Lyons, after he had been refufed admittance 
Gratian '"^° Other cities, was taken prifoner, and foon after put to 
abamkned death*. Th US died Gratian, in the flower of his age, hav- 
by his ar^ ing lived only twenty-four years, and three or four months, 
^^dh *"^ reigned,, from the time he had been created emperor, 
Vea^at * ^^^^ccn years, and one day ; but, from the death of his fa- 
i«>'0«/. . ther only fevcn years, and nine months ^ He married in 
' 374, or 375, Conftantia, the pofthumous daughter of the 
emperor Conftantius, and had by her a fon, and other chil- 
dren " ; but they all died, it feems, before him ''j as did 
likewife his wife Conftantia, whofc body was brought this 
year to Conftantinople, according to Idatius, and the 
chronicle of Alexandria, on the thirty-firft of Auguft, and 
interred on the fecond of December. Gratian was, not 
long before bis death, married*uo his fecond wife Lasta % 
to whom, as well as to her mother, by name Plfllamine, 
Theodofius allowed a yearly penfion, to fupport them ac- 
cording to their rank, which they employed in relieving 
the poor of Rome, when that city was befieged by Alaric 

p Gild. Excid. Brit. cap. to, ii, p. 117. q Socrat. lib. ?• cap. ii« 
p. 170. Sos. lib. vii. cap. 13. p. 720* ' Profp. p. 167. AmbroC 
£p. 56. p. 3»o, 3s I. • Orof. lib. vii. cap. 34. p. sio. Hier« 

Cbron. p. 26. Ambrof. Pfah lxi« p. 746. t Socr. lib. v* cap* ii. 

p. 27b. Marcell. Cbroni « Aug. Civit. Dei, lib. v. cap. 25. 

V Theodori lib, v. cap. la. p. 1%%^ « Soz. lib. vii* cap. 13. p. 711. 

in 
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in the year 408 y. The death of Gratian was no fooncr 
known -at Milan, than St. Ambrofe, who had lived in great 
intimacy with him, and was deeply afFe£ted with the I0& 
of fuch an excellent and inimitable prince, as he ftyles him, 
went from that city to demand his body, of Maximus, in the 
pame of Valentinian. But the ufurper refufed it, pretend- 
ing, that the tranfporting of his afties would ferve only to 
renew the grief of the foldiery *. However, they were 
aftet^wards brought to Milan, and interred near the tomb of 
Valentinian II. 

All writers, whether Chriflians or Pagans, agree, that he Hu cha^ 
was endowed with every good quality neceflary in a prince, ^f^^'r. 
extolling unanimoufly his modefty, his juftice, his modera- 
tion, and defire of doing good, in which he feemed to place 
his chief happinefs. Ammianus Marcellinus, though a 
zealous Pagan, maintains, that he would have equalled the 
greateft princes of antiquity, had he lived longer ; but, at 
the fame time, cenfurcs him, for being too much addi6^ed 
to hunting, and other diverfions " ; which may be juftly 
attributed to his youth ; and for which he would, in all ^ 
likelihood, have made ample amends by applying ferioufly 
to buGnefs in his riper years. St. Ambrofe, Theodorct, 
Ruffinus, Aufonius, and even Zofimus himfelf, give us a 
great idea of his piety, in which he furpafTed all his prede- 
ceflbrs, Conftantine himfelf not excepted. St. Ambrofe, 
in his anfwer to a letter the emperor had written to him, 
ftyles him Moft Chriftian'*. The laws he ena£bed in fa^^our 
of the catholics, are inftances of hia zeal for the orthodox 
faith. 

Maximus was no fooner informed of the death of Gra- Maximus 
tian, than he took his fon Flavins Viftor for his colleague dedans hi$ 
in the power he had ufurped, and gave him, though then fi^^*^^ 
only an infant, the title of Auguftus. The ufurper fixed i^agut. 
the feat of his empire at Treves, and extended his wings, 
to ufe the cxpreflion of Gildas% over Spain and Britain, 
being matter, according to Zofimus ^, of all the countries, 
which Gratian, in the divifion of the weftern provinces, had 
referved for himfelf. We do not find that he put any of ?utsMt» 
Gratian's favourites to death, except Merobaudes, the con- robaudts 
ful of this year, and Balio, or, as fome ftyle him, Vallio^ f^"5-ffi'^ 
one of the oeft officers of his age : their only crime was their 
inviolable attachment to Gratian, by whom they had been 



to diath* 



7 Soz. lib. vii. cap. 13. p.7if. T^of. lib. ▼. p. 815* z Ambrof. 

Pfal. \m, p. S49- * Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 344. b Ambrof. 

de Fid. p. no. c Gjid. Excid. Brit. cap. lo. p. ii7« ^ Zof. 
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faired to the greatcft offices in the ftatc «. Merobaudes re- 
ceived orders from the tyrant to difpatch himfelf ; ^n order 
with which he complied^ to avoid a more ignominious 
death ^. As Maximus had brought over with him into Gaul 
the flower of the Britifli youth, and the Roman foldters 
quartered in the ifiand, the country remained by that means 
expofed to the incur6ons of the Scots and Pids> w^hoj 
meeting with little oppoGtion, over-ran the northern parts, 
committing dreadful ravages (Z). Of Aufonios; who \vas 
preceptor to Gratian, we (hall fpcak in our note (A). Theo- 

doGus, 



• P^cat. p. 167. Ambrof. £p. 56. p. 3x0. 



fPacat. ibid. 



(Z) The Romans at different 
times fent over troops to drive 
them back into their own coun- 
try ; but they conflantly return - 
edy and continued harafiing the 
Roman provinces till the ar* 
rival of the Angles and Saxons, 
who made themfelves maders of 
that part of the iflaod which is 
now known by the name of 
England, about the middle of 
the fifth century (i). Thofe 
Britains who attended Maxi- 
mus into Gaul, never returned 
to their native country ; but 
are fuppofed to -have fettled in 
Armorica, which was allotted 
to them by Maximus, and, 
from its new inhabitants, called 
Britannia, nmv Bretagne (2). 

(A) Decius, or rathpr Deci- 
mus Magnus Aufonius, was a 
native ot Bourdeaux. He ilu- 
died rhetoric under his uncle 
Arborius at Touloufe, where 
Arborius taught about the year 
325, before he was invited to 
Conftantinople by Con ftan tine t 
he ftudied likewiie at Bour- 
deaux under Minervius, Nepo- 
ttanuSi and StapfayluS| pro- 



feiTors of grammar and rheto- 
"cJC^). When he had finifhed 
his ftudies, he firft pleaded at 
the bar, and afterwards tau|ht 
grammar and rhetoric; which 
profeffion be followed for the 
fpace of near thirty years^ till 
he was by Valentmian L ap- 
pointed preceptor to his fon 
Gratian in 367, whom he at- 
tended into Germany the fol- 
lowing year 368 (4). He had, 
foon after, fome employment at 
court, with the title of comes or 
count, and was, by degrees, 
raifed to the firft offices in the 
Hate. He wrote verfes on all 
the emperors who bad reigned 
till his time^ and likewife con- 
fuiar tables, extending to the 
year 382, or 383 (5). But 
the latter work has been long 
fince lofl, and of the former 
only a fmall part has reached 
us. His poem on the Mofelle 
was greatly efteemed by Sym- 
machus (6), and is flUl looked 
upon by the beft judges as his 
mailer-piece (7). The emperor 
Theodofius, who had a parti- 
cular efteem for him, wrote ta 



(i) Gild. cap. 11. p. 117, 
(3) Vorfus in Clar. Urb. p. 
Burdeg, Car. i», 25 



p. 428- 
p. 9. 



(ft) Idem, ibid. UiTer, p. 199, 200. 
p. «o8. EpilL p. 457. Idyl. p. 367. Profcff, 

^ p. 156, 169. (4) Idyl. 32. p. 367. Epift. 4* 

(^) Aofon. p. 1^6, 199, 375. (6) Sym. lib. i. Epift %• 
(7) VideBaillct,p.4y2. . 
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dofias^ Wjto.Iiad reinaiBed*£Ws^!yea^-«jtr.Cofi(laa|in€ple» of; 
the aeighbourhood of that iilelrapc>Jis^.l»^^..na.iQi9iKr in- 
fofimed of the 4eath of .Qracj^n» than he. -^fl^mbled all. his 
forces, with a d&Ggn to march agaiaft the ufurper, an<l 
pre.vent.biin from feizij»g<m Italy ^d ^jV^e/l-'lJUfyncufn) ben 
longing to young ValeAtinian* But, in ftne mean time^ 
Maximus having aflured him hf deputies, that he had no 
defign upon the dominions, of Valentiqian, bMt.jthat he 
wooid fuffer. bin) peaceably (p reign in Italy, AfricaK and 
Ulyricum, Theodpiius deferred his- jouroiQy to the. Weft ^« 
Not long after, -Maximus^feot hi(j grieat chamberlain to^ Maximut 
Tbcodofms, .not to make .an apology, fays Zofirajas.**^ far the ^^^^'' *" 
murder of Gratian, but to propofe an <allianp^.s(gainft the fujithTAiw* 
common enemies of the empixe ; and,, in cafe he^ reje^ed dafius, 
that friendly offer, to denounce war ag^inft himw Theo-. 
dodus, not thinking the glory that might accrue from re•^ 
venging. the death of Gratia^L^ajfufi^ient. motive for enter- 
ing into a war, which he fcMrefaw would be atte^nded with 
great evils, and perhaps with the ruin of the empire, the 
neighbouring Barbarians being ready to invade it on all 
{ides, embraced the propofals of Maximus ; and, acknow-; ^h Ac- 
leging him for his colleague, fent Cynegus, then comes lar*- ^nfty^Ugts. 
gitionum,, and afterwards, prefeft of the Eaft, into Egyptr ^'^./^'' ^'< 
with orders to proclaim Maximus there, and to caufe his '* '^-S*'* 
image to be raifed in Alexandria. In the beginning of the. 
prefent year 383, that is, on the (ixteenth, or^ as otherS: 
aflert, on the nineteenth of January, Theodofius declared 
his (on Arcadius emperor ^ The ceremony was performed A*cadiut 
with extraordinary pomp, at the palace of Hebdomon, di«. ^'fi^re^^. 
ftant feven miles from Conftantinople. Arcadius was then ^'^^^^^^^ 
about fix years old ; for at the time of his death, whiclv 
happened on the firft of May 408, he was, according to 
Socrates, in the^ thirty-firft year of his age ^. Valenti- 
nian IL who pofleffed the weftern provinces of lilyricum, 
with Italy and Africa, while Maximus held Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain, was at this time but twelve, or at moll thirteen 
years old \ and the great didurbances which his mother, 

g Tbemift. Or. xviii. p. 120. ^ Zof. lib. iv. p. 764. * Idat. 

Marcell. Profp. Cbroa. Jc Socr. Jib. vi. cap. 23. p. 132. 

him with his own hand, de- great intimacy, as appears from, 
manding his works (8). Aufo- their letters to each other (9). 
nius and Sytninaohus lived in . 

(S) Aufon. p. I. (9) Vid. Aufon. Open Symmach* £p»ft« 

B^illot. Ju^cmeni des $9ayant. 

Vot. XIV. u: Juftina 
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Jtlliiit raUM, ^\franiil]rcrpMfitig tlM cmleof tke Amntit 
rive ut ro^m to keliefc» that flie reigned in her fon^s nemc. 
Under her Protmsy vrhit had ke^ confcl in 371 , and pro* 
IpA of lUyrieiim and Ittdy in 368, bad the ehief ^refttoo 
of affidri ^ ( biit| in all matten of iMmealt the yottng prince 
had reeottrfe to Theodofius " 1 and OroCus ttflt% Theodb- 
fitia fole emperor, after the death of Grattan^ of the 
Weftern, ai well as the Eaftem provinces "• 

The next confals were Riehomer and Clearches. The 
former was of the royal Mood of the Franks, had been 
comes domefticorutt under Oratian, and was left by that 
prince with Theodofius, when created emperor. This 
year ProcttliM) count of the Eaft, being accu^ of extor- 
tion, and fereral outrages committed ^ his orders at 
Daphne near Antioch, was ignominiouny depofed, stnd 
obliged to conceal himfelf,till the rage of thie multitude was 
appeafed ^. Icarius, the fon of 1 heodorus» who had con- 
f^red againft Valens> "dtras appointed count of the Eaft in 
his room i which othce he difcharged with great rigour and 
fererity, not fparing cren the public magidrates, whom he 
pnt to the rack, in defiance of the laws, fays Ltbanius, 
AfatHhi which had been but lately publifhed. At this period, a fa- 
in Sjria. mine, attended, as ufual, with a dreadful plague, raged in 
Antioch, and nioft othcf cities of Syria, The plague foon 
eeafed *, but the famine continuing, Libanius, in the name 
of the people of Antioch, had lecourfe to tcarins, entreat- 
ing him to relieve the poor, who had (locked from all part^ 
tb that metropolis, and were daily perifliing in great num- 
Tnenutttf ^fg ^fxih hunger. But Icarius, without being in the kaft 
9f Icarius, gjAfeftcd with their calamity, returned no other anfwcr, 
than that they were abhorred, and jufily ponifiied, by th« 
Laws gods. Theodofitts, refolving to extirpate the idolatrons 
^d^'^^r worlhfp of the Pagan gods, ena£led feveral lawd, forbidding 
.atry, ^^j his fubje£ls, on pain of death, or perpetual banilhment, 
to offer facrifices to idols 5 to confuh arufpiccs, or diviners 
6f what denomination foever; or to praclife any of thofe 
ceremonies, which have been forbidden by hb Chriftian 
predeceffors(B). Theodofius 

* Sor, lib. vit, cap. 13. p. 720. ^ Ambrof. cp. ir. p. 195, 

« Orof. nb» vii. cap. 35. p. 220. • Liban. Vit. p. 68. & Orat. xx. 

p. 471. 

(B) Zodmus tells us, that verity againft- thofe wli^ \vor- 

Theodotius proclaimed war a- (hipped them, that no one dared 

jritm^ the gods.; ih&the at- to own he believed there were 

tacked them in their temples ; gods, or could, with fafety, lift 

that he proceeded with fuch fe- up his eyes to- heavea, and adore 

^ ' - 'the 
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Th^odofiuf pAflf 4 mofk psirt pf thia yea; at Cenftanti- Yr. of «. 
rioplcft wh^rc he ^nafte4 ? laiiTf d^noiineing 4(?aib to tbpfe ^*^*:g 
who ftioiild marry their owa niccca, or ^ym thg piecf^s pf uc/nti! 
tHoir wivc^i J and ordorcid ftri£t figtrch to h^ mad? fpr th<J , 

Eunomian^ Macedpnian* AHanf and ApplUp^Han bi(h9P9 Afohmm 
aad €l<TgTf who were exp^Ued frorH tic icky. b was at J!**^ 
tWs «ra that he rceeive4 a foleinB cmbafljr fcijt by the king V/aT 1S!^ 
of Perfia, to foUciti or rather to buy, a peace* with ncft rf ti^uf 
prcfents, and to ^ejcqufei by bia A>bmiiI;Qni all the evils, 
vhich^ till that timei the Komjins bad (u0f red from tbi( 
Ferfiao nation* They had ioft their great king Sapor tl» 
Mrho died about the year 370, »f|cr having lived and reigned 
feventy years. The ambj^jfadors were fent by Sapor HI. 
\^% fnqoeflbn OroGus write^i that a treaty waa eonelpded ««rA 
lietween the Peruana and Romans, in ?irtii$ of which the ^•^J*^ 
vbole Eaft enjoyed a profound tranquility at the time he JJJJJr' * 
Mras compofing hi? Wftory ; th^t is, about the year 4i<{^ ^^ 
Thf articles of this treaty arc not recorded by any hiftp^f 
rian^ bui^ from a l»w of TheodpCus* dated the fourteenth 
of jMoe 397, and ^ddrcfled to Gaddanes, fatapra or gover« 
nor of Sopbene, it appears* that the authority pf the tloman 
e'mpefOfs was acknowleged in that province, which, by 
mou geographers, is placed in the fouth of Armenia* and 
\% neckpne4f by fome hiftprians^ one of the five provinces 
which Jovipn iurrendercd tp the Perfians. While the Per- 
fi^n ambafladprs were at Conftantinople, a fecoqd fon was 

p Orof* lib. vit. cap, 35. p. i^q. 

the San that (hipe there (r). hS9 fpeech with threatening^ 

Libanius writes, that, on a per- that the country people, wrhp 

tain oecafion, ftanding in need were more attached to the reli* 

of chc^ffilanccof tiMgpdsy he gion of their anceftors, than 

bad recoucib to their akan ; the inhabitants of the cities, 

but, hot dairing to iropbve their will, if farther orovoked, tako 

pm^f^pn^or fted a tflsr before arms, and defend theip by force 

thiQir flatueiiy he only lamented (3). The attachment of the 

tvis\;iuh4ppy copditi^(?). It coutitry people, or inhabitants 

was pn occ^iion of the above- of yili^ges, called by the Latins 

xpentiooed taws, that Li^^inius pagani, to their jdols andteai- 

made hi^ famous fpeech in de- pies, gave rife to the denomi* 

fence of the temples, wherein natioQ of paganus or paggn, 

he inveighs with great acrimony which begnn about this time to 

againft the monks f blames the be given to all who wor(hipped 

Gonda6t of Oonftantine this idols (4}* 
Oreat ; extols Julian ; and ends 

(1) Zof. p. 75«- (*) Wb, Vit. p. 6j. (j) Idem. Orat. jvq 

temp. p« iP-r-1^1* . (♦) Zpff p« 7*5' 1»>^. Vit. ?• ^v 

U 2 born 



2-^2 Tfje Hiftory of the 

HMK'ms born to tlic crnpcror in that city on the ninth of September* 
hm. . Theodofius gave him the name of Honorius, to honour^ 
' fays the poet Claudian, the memory of his brother "», diftin-^ 
" guifhed him with the title of nobHiflimus^ or inoft noble,' 

I, and named him conful for the year 386 '. 
... ' The Sarm'atians having * made an irtuption into the do-* 
.*• ^miniorfs of Valentihian, ne difpatched one of his generate* 
^i'/f*^ • againft them, wI>o repulfed them, wixh great flaughter, anrf* 
7t^tedW ^P^^ niany prifoners, who werefent to Rome, to be either*' 
thi troops iftaflacred in the fliews of gladiators, ot deftroyed bj^ wflcL 
•jVatinti" b^afts. The emferor, in the letter v^^hich he wrote to the' 
**•*• lenat€, acquainting them with the fuccefs that had attended' 

his arfns, beftowed the higheft encomiums on the general 
'^ m*'* •'*^^-^ commandedf'bn that occafioti*. Valehtirtran nimfelf 
2. ^rr-" c6^ti""^^ ^^,c^whole jrear In Italv; tfuKng the months oF 
.'^••-iMarch and Aprfi he was at Mi Han ; ,at A«[ujleia in th^ 
mbtitif of Septembi^r v'attd again j»t Milan in Oaob^r,''and, 
the two remaining months of the year*. ,By a law,.^atecf 
the twenty-fecond df' March, which v^aS this yearGood-' 
Friday, he commanded all the prifoners, who weife not* 
charged with the enormous crimed mentioned in the late, 
td be releafed in hotiour of the approacfirng great feftijifal.* 
PntUxta- This year died Vetting Agorius Fraetextatus, a pfcrfdtt' 
tusSis. ' greatly extolled, as one of the moft deferving men of iiis 
age,' DV Ammiahas* Marcellinus, who tirrote his bMlory 
:lDOUt tnis time, by Zofimus, Symmachus, Libanius, aiid," 
in general, by all the Pagan writers; for he was not only 
a Pagan himfclf, but augur, high-pontifF of Vefta and the 
Symmackus Sun> and the head of the Pagan fuperftition* About this 
^^'f"^^' time Symmacbus was appointed prefe£l of Rome, in which 
K6/1U. employment be acquitted himfelf with great reputation, 
and procured a law- from the empefor, moderating the ex- 
pences of the new confuls, prxtors, and quseftors^ The 
confuls ufed, agreeably to a cuftom'whjch then prevailetl^ 
to fend rich pref<^ts to their friends^ and to all perfons of 
diftinftion ; and the praetors and quaeftors to expend im- 
menfe fums in the public fports, which they were Bound ta 
exhibit. The value of the prefcnts to be given by the con-> 
fuls, and the fums to be laid out in the'public (hews by the 
two other magiflrates, were fixed by this law, and thofc 
declared infamous who fhould foHcit an exemption from it ^* 
^ A famine being apprehended in Rome,* in confequence 
of the fcarcity of corn in Africa^ which ufed of late years 

q Claud, de Ser. p, 194. 'Socr. lib. v. cap. 11. p. ayi. Theoph. 
pfe 59. * Syrani. lib. x. ep. 61. p. 461. t Cod. Tbcod. ChronI 

• p. 1 It. ^' ".Symm. cp. si. p. 40*, 6r CQd. ThecKlor* tic. 5». 

to 
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to fupplf that metropolis,- Theodofius, at -th£ requefb i)f Tkeodojius 
iSymmacbus, delivered the Roman people from the danger Mp^i" 
that, threatened them, by fending great plenty of grain from ' ^^'* 



corn* 



Egypt and Macedon. For this feafonable Tupply, Sjrmma- 
chus returned thanks, not only to The9dofius, but to count 
Kicomer, and like wife to Rufinus, who, it feems, made air 
xeady-fome figure in the emperor!s court. The great power 
he afterwards acquired does not redound to the honour of 
Theodofius« Valentinian pafled the firi[{ fix imonths of this 
vear at Milan, and the reft either at Aquilela or Verona. 
Though he enafteH feveral excellent laws in favour of the 
churchy yet he fuffcred his.mother Jtiftina to perfecutc and 
opprefs. the Catholics, becaufe they would not yield the 
great church of Milan to the Arians, whom fhe counte- 
nanced and prote£]ted^. Theodofius continued all this 
time at Con&antinople, where a dangerous confpiracy was 
formed againft him ; but difco^ered a little before it was 
ripe for execution. Moft of the confpirators were appre- fjgfif., 
hended, tried, and fentenced to death \ but Theodofius ge- gi*vesthef0 
neroufly pardoned them, and would not allow any enqui- i^ho had 
ries to be made after their accomplices, though fome <'^«/>'^*<' 
perfons, in whom he-rcpofed great confidence, were fut 'j^^"^ 
peaed Z^- 

Not long after died at Conftantinople the emperor's ^he death. 
daughter Pulcheria, who was foon followed by the emprefs ofFuUhi^ 
Flaccilla her mother, to the great grief of Theodofius, who '''^» ^^ 
was a no lefs tender father than hulband. The emprefs /fl^^lrfff 
died at Scotuminum in Thrace, where flie was drinking the fiacallai 
waters for the recovery of her health ; but her body was 
brought to Cohftantinople, and interred with extraordinary 
pomp and magnificence. The next confuls were Hono* 
rius, ftyled in the fafti, nobiliflimus pucr, and Evodius, 
perhaps the prefe£i: of Gaul under Maximws. Theodofius 
continued at Conftantinople till the third of September, 
when he is fuppofed to have left that metropolis, in order 
to march againft the Greuthongi, who were ready to pafs 
the Danube, and invade the empire, under the conduft gf 
Odotheus, whom Claudian honours wif b the title of king l^ 
The Barbarians were attacked, and totally defeated,. by the Theodojius 
two emperors Theodofius and Arcadius, who returned' to gains a 
Conftantinople with an incredible number of captives, wd ^^'^^ '^'^" 
entered that city in triumph on the twelfth of O<^ober. . ^tiuG^7* 

The emperor, fbon; after his return to Conftantinople, />i^^|. 
married, to his fecoi)^ wife Galla, fifter to Valentinian U. Hemarr'm 

Galla* 

^ Socf. ]\b. V. cap. i|, • f Tbemtft. OraC xix'^ jfi 23 1 . Y Chud. 
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HAd daughter to Valehtiflhft I. bf thfe empreft juftini. Hft 
had by ber a fob called Gratian, who died before hv$ f^^ 
theft and a daughter di*ied Galla PUttdi^, t>f wh6Di we 
(hall hare ffe(|oent occafion to fpeak in the reign tf her 
brother Hon^nua, tnd her ^on valenttftian lU^ Vaten** 
tinian waa at MHab on the eighteenth of January; at Tt*» 
qihum or Pavia on the fiftetnth 6f f^hf uary | Ht Aquifei^ 
Ob the t^etktlcth of April $ at Milltl during the mdttths <>f 
June and July | at Aqoileia dn the third of November ; Anil 
^gain at Milan on the eighteenth t>f the (kme month) and 
oil the third of December \ 

The ne^ct eonfuls were the emperor Vaientf Mian tht third 

ttme^ and Eottopiui, who had been procottful of Afia, aiid 

afterwards prefcci of the Eaft* In tfte beginning of thifc 

yeir, 3871 Theodofiua publilhed a laWt addrelied to all 

¥he cities of the Eaft, ^iljdinitig the m^giftrate^ to hottOtit 

the folemnity of Esfter, by fenitig at libeitt fuch as, on 

the approach of tk^t great ftftival, they mouM find in 

their prifons, unlefs they hid been conlSned for tery etiorw 

mous cHmes. It was on this ooCSiBon that tht emperor 

uttered thofc memorable words ; •* I wiRi it were in my 

power to rcftore life to the dead*.* TheodofiuS, find** 

ing the treafurv exhaufted, and being on the other hand 

obliged to cele orate, according to cuftom, the ftfth year 

of the reign of his fon AtctditiS, tb whith he Udded, it 

feems, the firfemnity of the tenth jtar of his own reign, 

though he was then only in his ninth, M e^traorditiary ta5c 

wa^ laid on the people to defray that etpente* ; for we aro 

told, that on fiich occafions, eacn foldier feteivcd five pieces 

4 fiction ^^ S^^^ **• ^^^ ^''^^ fnhmittcd chearfuHy tothiis burden 5 

fif /in- but the people of Antioch complaining of it as an unrea* 

$hch I fon able opprcflion, crouded to the hotife of Flatijums their 

bt^oPf 3S foon as the edi£t was publilhed, to implore his 

protedion 5 but not finding him they returned totheforofn. 

and would have torn the governor of the city in pieces, had 

not the officers who attended him, with mnchdifiieulty, re<* 

(trained the enraged multitude till, he made his efcape. Bon 

ing prevented from venting theit* fury upon him, they fell 

upon the empetoF*s ftatues, broke fome of them, and drag-* 

|c4 others, with the ft^itues of his two fqns, Arcadius and 

flononud» of the late emprefs FlaccilU, and c^f his father 

Thcodofius, through the chief ftreeti ojf thedty, tittering 

the whole time moM^ injurious and abufive xtfle^ons ag^inf^ 

^eir perfonci- Hs^ving dcinoli(b^ moft of the cmpcroi*^ 

* Philoft* lib. X. cap, 7. p. if^. • pod, Tliea4. Chsom. p» 

p 5*- 1 1 7. ^ Cbry r. torn. i. Qrat. vi. p. 8^ c Uhm* Ott^ 
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ftsttues* tbey fet fire to t^e facMife of one of the prtncipal ch 
ttzeas» to whom they bore fome hatred ; and \vould have 
cmnmitced other difgrders, had they not been difperfed by 
a body of archers, who, by ivonnding only two c^ the rabl 
bie* RTudc terror into alUhe reft. The goremor, hearing mohUk U 
tiie archers were come, fliewed hknfetf to the mnltitude, ^PPj^fi^* . 
jHid, with an air of authority, oemmaaded them to difperfej ^^^^^ pf 
and retire to their houfet. Thus was the fedition quelled, i/ pumpud. 
and the city reftored by noon to its former tranquility. 

The iwoperfons, who had been wounded by the archers, theeruthy 
being taken, informed againft th<ir accomplices, who were rf^^'i** 
fdlby diflerent ways put to death by the corereor of tht ^r^^^/jf^ 
city : fiime were bdteaded, others expcned to the wild citwm 0/ 
beafts in the theatre, and fome bumt alire ; he did not AnttecL 
even ipare the children w4io had infulied the emperor's 
ftatucs ; andcaufed feverad perfonsto be executed who had 
been fpedators only of the injuries of%red^ While the 
cruel governor was proceeding with inexorable feverity 
agaiiift the unhappy Antiochians,alirioft without diftinfiion 
of guilty 'or innocent, a report was fpread, that a body of 
troops wasordered to plunder the city, and put all the in- 
-habilants to the fwovd, without diftin£lion of fex, age, or 
condition* Hereupon Ae populous metropolis of Syria 
"was at OAoe turned into a defeit, the cittsens abandoning, 
in the utmoft terror and eotifuGon, their dwellings, and re* 
^ring with cfacir wives and families to mountains and de- 
ferts. As that report proved groundlefs feme returned to 
their native country $ out the far greater part, dreading the 
cruelty of the governor, and the refentment of the emperor, 
kept themfelves concealed in the neighbouring cities, or 
amongft the rocks and mountains {C)» In the mean timq 

' *X^y£. Usmil. ill. p. 49. Theod. Hb* v.csp« x^. p. 7}x*Lib. p. 3^7* 

(C) Tothofe \Bko letumed* and zeal of the preacher, joined 

■St. Chrjfoftem preached ibme to the apprcheiSiion they wer« 

of thofe iniinUable homiiiesy under ot the effe^s of the enw 

which have reached our times, peror*s lAdiguatioa, wrought 

and are wsonderfully adapted to a great change in that licentious 

induce them to repentgoce, and and diilblute people, as appears 

to make them coalider the dan- not only from St. Chryfofloin 

ger that threatened them, as himfclf (2), but from Sozo- 

^dratvn down from heaven by men (3), and even from Li- 

their fins (z). The eloquence banius{4}. 

(i) Vide Cbryf. Hom. ii. p. ss. Horn. xi. p. 127. Horn. vi. p. 86* 
.liom. iv. p. 54. Xt) Idem, p. 169. (3)Soz. lib. vii. cap. 

'I P« 741* (4} ^ib, Omt. aiv. p« 40}. 
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Theodofias being informed of what had pafled at Antio^, 
and particularly of the infuUs ofFecrd to his ftatues, and ta 
TkedJofius thofe of hit father, of |he late eipprefs, and of his children, 
highlfpra- vas provoked to fuch a degree, that, in the firft tnmfpoits 
"^M^L of his fury, he commanded the city to be laid in aflies, and 
iir^if/nr ^^^ inhabkauts, without diftinftion of fex .or age, to be 
$ipcJI^ maffacred. This order {hews that he waa naturally cho* 

|eric, and apt to enter into the moft violent meafurcs. He 
was the more incenfed, as he had diftinguiihed Antiocfa by 
liarcicular x^arks of favour. He defigned to refide there 
pccaTionaJly ; and with that view had built a magnificent 
pajace at.Daphne, and another in the old city, befides fe^ 
Tcral other il(uAure$, with wJhich he. had ar a great ex-p 
pence embelliflied that metropolis ^. But nothing. incenfed 
him fp much againft that ungrateful city, as their having 
putrageoufly infulted even the dead, that is, his father^ and 
the epprefs flapcilla. However, as his wrath was foon 
appeafed, he revoked the order he had given, and con-^ 
tented himfelf for the prefent with caufing the public baths, 
the theatre, and the circus to be (hut up, with degrading 
the city ffopi the rank of a metropolia, and fuhje£bing it as 
a comnipii village to its rival I^aodicea h A certain quan^ 
tity of bread wa3 daily diilribuied among the poor, as at 
Rom!^ s|nd Cpn(laAtinopl^ ; and of this bounty too the em- 
.peror thought fit tp deprive them* 
Jpp$tnU Thefe punishments Tbeodofiua infiifled on the Anti<H 
^ 'ii^ phians in get^eral 5 but at the fame time he difpatched Cae- 
plnljb of- f*''*"s, magifter officiprum, and EUebichus, magiftcr mi-r 
finden- .litum, pr gpnpraU with pow^r to try and punilh thofe -who 
h^d been concerned iii the late riot. . Aa the judges ap- 
proached the city, ^^^ the people went out to meet tbeni» 
and were received, efpecially by EUebichus, in a very oblig- 
ing manner, whiph, in foihe degree, allayed their fears. 
. Next morning the two commi(Boners» having placed guards 
in the feveral quarters of the city toreftrain the people from 
lafiennbling, fummpned all the members of the fenate or 
public council, examined them concerning the late riot, 
heard with great patience what they alleged in their own 
defence, and in that of their fellow-citizens ; and after va-r 
rious enquiries difmifT^d them, highly fatisfied with the 
treatment they had received, ffpecially from EllebichuSji 
who could not refrain from tears when they, throwing 
themfelves at his feet, implored hl§ proteAion. The conv-. 
paflion arid good-nature he ihewed on thisoccafion revive4 

f Thcod. lib. v. cap. 18. p. 7JI. &cap, iji.p. 733, % Chryfi 

Pfat. xii< p. 137. Lib.Orat. xvii. p. lo;, * - 
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- Ae whole city ; their fears began to fubfide, and joy ap« 
peared inev^ry coun4;cnance. 

But the fcene foon changed ; for Ellebichus having cauf- ElUhichmu 
cd great numbers of perfons of all ranks to be feized in the ^»' oftlm 
^ighcupon private Informations, repaired early next morn- i«^'»/'*' 
ing to the place where juftice was ufually adminiftered ; ^tf^J^g 
and, ordering the prifoners to be brought in chains before /eviriif*^ ' 
.his tribunal, fentenced fuch of them to death as owned iheir 
criineian^ ordered thofe who denied it to be cruelly racked, 
without fhewing the leaft pity or compaffion, as if he had 
changed his nature. Thofe who had feen him the day be* 
fore could fcarce perfuade themfelves that he was the fame 
man; for, not fatisiied with caudng perfons of the firft 
.quality to be racked and tortured like fo many Haves, he 
uttered dreadful menaces againft the whole city, threaten- 
ing to put the inhabitants, without diftin£lion of age, fez, 
• or condition, to the fword, unlefs they redeemed them-* 
-felires, and their children, from impending ruin, by a 
timely difcovery, not only of the authors and ringleaders 
of the late treafonable and wicked attempts, but of all who 
; had been any way concerned in them. St. Chryfoftom, 
r who was an eye-witnefs of all that paifed, gives us a lively, 
but dreadful defcription of this fcene of horror, which he 
.compares to that of the laft day, when all diftin£lion of 
birth, wealth, and rank, will ceafe, and every one be pa* 
niihed or rewarded according to his defercs ^. Multitudes 
were dragged iri chains from every quarter of the city to 
^he tribunal of the inexorable judges, who, unmoved with 
.their tears, aad deaf to the intreaties of their relations, 
after a (hort hearing, either fentenced them to death, or 
ordered them to be racked till they owned themfelves 
guiUyi and difcovered their accomplices. St. Chryfoftom 
mentions a lady of the firft quality, who feeing her fon ap- 
.prehended by an oiBcer on horfeback, feized his bridle, and 
fuffered herfelf to be dragged in that manner through the 
ftreets to the tribunal, where, with her hair di(bevelted, 
and bathed in tears, flie threw herfelf at the feet of Elle- 
bichus ; but he, deaf to all intreaties, purfued his enqui- 
. rie$ with fuch rigour, as threw the whole city into the ut- ^^^ ^^ 
moft confufion. St. Chryfoftom, who, with fome others fofiomand 
oi the facerdotal order, was admitted into the hall where /4« hitmiti 
the criminals were examined and tortured, exerted all his obaina 
-letoquence to move the judges to compailion -« and was fer ^^fP^^f^^ 
; ponded by the hermits, who were very numerous in the -^^^^^^^ 
peighbourhood'of Antipch, where they led a retired Hfc d^mnti^ 

\ Cbryf. Orat. sfiii. p, i47--!-X5». ft QraC. xxii. p. 25s. 

s^n^ongft 
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amofigft the adjaixinc mountains; bot quittmg tbeir fidi* 
tude, they had thronged to the citf on diif cxtraordiiiaiy 
occafion, to comfort with their prefcnce the difcDiifalate 
citizens, and try whstlier they could raife any frntiments ct 
Jiunianity or commifenrtioB in the hearts of their judges. 

MacedoniuS) an anchoret, univerfaily efteemed md re- 
vered for his fan£Htyft difttoguiihed himfdf sdxvre the reft ^ 
fot meeting EUebtcbus and Csefarius on hoxfeback in the 
foruoH ikying hold of one of them by his garment, he con^ 
manded them both, with an air of authority^ to difinonnt. 
As neither of them knew him, they were not a littk for- 
prffed that a perfon, in appearance ro mean and contempci- 
ble, fiiould dare to fpeak in fucb a ftyk ; but they were no 
fooner informed who he was, than difmounting from their 
horfes» they threw themfidircs at his feet ; whtn the holy 
anchoret addrelGng them in the Synac tongne, ^ The em- 
peror (faid he), however diftiogniflied by his imperial dig- 
nity, is (liil a man ; and therefore ought to oonfider hia na- 
ture as well as his rank. Thofe whom be commands aie 
of the fame nature with himfelf, and the images of die 
■Sopreme Being : let him therefore take care not to provolBe 
the Aimightyy by deftroyttig the litring images of the di- 
vine nature, for an afiront oflered to the inanimi^ lepre- 
fentations of bis body. Other ftatues may be eafilv raifed 
in the room of tfaofe that have been demolifhed i out he, 
nOtwithftanding his boaftcd power, is not able to make the 
kaft reparation for a fingie life which he has once taken 
away '." We are toM, that bath JEliebichus and Csefat tus 
beatdthefe vrords with the greateft re^ie£l and veneratioa, 
and immedtaoeiy acquainrcd the emperor with the tranCac-^ 
tion* llie judges having, at the requeft of the ecclefiaftics 
and hermits* agreed to foipend the emecfltion of the cri- 
jninals, till tM emperor's further pieafure was known, 
thofe who had been found guilty were oondofled, under a 
ftrong guardf to the pnUic prifon, and the left difmified. 
Amongft the former were the fenate or ooundi, that is, all 
the chief men in the city, wfaofe eftates arere immediately 
fcfis^dy together with their houfes and efieds, their wrvQs 
and <:iiildrcn being driven ovt by the oftoers of the revenue, 
and oUiged to lie in the ftreets, their friends and neaieft 
relatiotts fearing, left, \j barboaring them» they fliould be 
involved in the ruin of thek hvlbatids and fathers ^. 

Tbe bcrmks having trbtained of the jndges a reprieve for 
the crii|iinals, did not doubt but tbey flmuhl prevail upon 

< Chryf, Orat, aiii. p, 193, 194, Thcod, lib. V. cap, i^* p. 731, 

the 
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flw» Wttperor to Tfrattlott tlitrm. For this purpofc they re^ 
folved tt> ttpair to'Cottftatititiopte, and throw thtmfef\rei 
iit the pritice'i feet ^, bttt Ellebidias and CteffeTitis, afFaaed 
tritti then- »cil, dnd tttitV'iniiig they ihotold erpofe thtm*. 
ttlvti tt> iht fotigtte «id ititcmveniencics of fo long a jour- 
ney, ^f tfed them to draw ap si metnofial in behalf of th« ^-^j^ ^^,^ 
unhappy citittiw, atid tmdertxjok to prelent it to the cm^ up a nu- 
jjerOT. T!^ hettnits folloMned thrir advice, ?ind leaving the morial in 
memorial in their hatids, retumtd the fame day to their ^f^^i^f 
mottfttaiwi ahd deferts *• Upon thtir departure it ^vas \^J^f[^^ 
Sigreed betwcifA EUebichus and Cafaritis, that the former 
fcotild remaitt at Amioch, and the latter carry the memo*- 
Tial to thfc tmpcfor* Accordingly Gafarius purfued hi^ 

{ocrrfiey whh foch expedition, that the fixth day about noon 
If TcsrchedGonttantinople, diftant about five hundred miles 
From Ahtkjch *. In the mean tinte Ellebithus caufcd thofe , 
Wht> had bcfcn ^ndemned to be removed from the publifc 

JtMbn to a more convenient phce, allowing them the H- 
ertv of taking the ahr in the gardens belonging to the 
burning) and feeing their friends and retations. 

Tfie Antiochiattt, dreading the eBfedts of the emperor^s Flavmmu^ 
tefentmetn, had deputed, a few days aPter the riot was bifiopof 
tommitted, Flaviantis, bifliop of the place, to intercede ^^^'^^^' 
vith TbeodoBus in their behalf. Flavianus had met tiJle- theemperot 
btthtrs and C^arin^ on tfat toad, ttrho acquainted him with in their bi^ 
'Arc commiffion ihey wsrc going to execute at Antioch. ^^9* 
THhc holy bilhop, tm hearing it, burft into tears ; but ne- 
Vcrthekft purfued his journey, ftili hoping he fliouldbe 
^bte to foften thtg emperor into compaflion. The day after 
tiis arrival a^ CtmftantJnople, he appeared at court ; but 
ftood at a dlnance from Theodolius, filent, and bathed in 
tears, as if he dared ntn took ap, or approach him. -But the 
tmperor no foontr obferved him, than he Hew to him, not to 
tipbraid him for undertaking the defence of the rebellious 
city, bat to }tiftify hrs own conduft, and complain of the 
Yitigrattfal return the Antiochians had made for the many 
favours he had heaped upon them. Flavianus, burfting into * 
tcrars, anfwered, that riie feyereft punifliment he could In- 
fL\6t waB too mild and gentle for the enormous crimes they 
liad committed, and their undtrtiful return to fb indulgem: 
a prfnce ; but at the fame time affirmed, that to forglvo 
one'i^ enemies was a duty incumbent upon erery Chriftian 5 
that, from his pardoning fuch enormous offences, great 
jlory wooM redound to the TcWgion he profcffed > that tW? 

' » Cfcryf: •Orat. %iil p, 155, » tib, Orat, xxM p. 51 S» &: t^ra^, 
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Jews, Greeks^ and Barbarians, would admire and extol tb« 
purity of its morals. He added, that now an opportunity 
ofFered of making bimfelf a lafting inftance to all pofterity 
of humanity and good-nature ; and feafonably reminded 
him of the order he had iffued this very year, commanding 
all prifoners to be releafed againft the folemnity of Eafter^ 
and of the memorable words he uttered on that occafion ; 
namely, ** I wifti it were in my power to rccal the dead 
from their graves, and reilore them to life." 
neoih/iut This admirable fpeech, which is related at large by St. 
grantsthem Chryfoftom, made fo deep an imprejQion on the mind of the 
4 girnrai emperor, that he could not refrain from tears, nor forbear 
^sroM, exclaiming, that he pardoned. the ungrateful city, and re- 
ftored the inhabitants, however guilty, to his favour. Such 
IS the account of *St. Chryfoftom ". But Libanus ** and 
Theodoret p tells us, that the emperor, though greatly 
" moved by the fpeech of Flavianus, did not grant a general 
pardon till the arrival of Cxfarius \ who, prefenting the 
memorial of the hermits, and at the fame time pleading 
with great energy in favour of the unhappy city, which, 
,; he faid, had been already fufficiently punifhed, prevailed 

upon him to grant a general pardon. He tberefoie wrote 
a letter to the citizens of Antioch, (hewing, that it was not 
without reafon he had treated them with fo much feverity, 
after they had, in fuch an outrageous manner, infuked Ins 
mmirffioris deceafed father and wife. He added, that as his anger, 
'V ^'^ however juft, was foon appealed, he pardoned all without 
«»/»«.*' exception, whether condemned to death or banifliment, 
reftored to the inhabitants their eftates, their (hews, baths, 
theatres, and territory, and to iheir city the privileges and 
rights of a metropolis. He concluded with expreffions of 
the deepefl concern for the death of thofe who had been 
condemned by the governor, and executed without hi$ 
knowlege. This letter the emperor delivered to Flavianus^,. 
that he might have the honour of carrying the joyful tid- 
ings to the difconfolate city ; but the holy biiho^» impa- 
• tient to put a period to the afBiftion of bis people, yielded 

that honour to another, whom he thought capable of per«^ 
forming the journey with more expedition. It is more eafy 
to conceive fhaii exprefs the joy which the arrival of the 
meflenger capfed in Antioch. St. Chryfoftom, to whom 
we refer pur readers, defcribes at large wh^t paiTed on this 
occafion, and concludes with thefe words : *^ Let the Pa- 
gans be afhamedy or rather inftruded ^ and learning ouf 

• Cbryf. Orat XX. p. fi^— K135. 9 yb, Qrat»xxii. p. 51^ 
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pMlofophy of an emperor, and a bifliop, renounce tlieir 
errors, and embrace a religion which encourages and pro- 
duces fuch eminent virtues '." 

While' thefe things pafled in the Eaft, the boundlefs am- Maximut 
bition of' Maximus raifed much greater difturbances in the invadts thg 
Weft. That ufurper, not fotisfied with the provinces ^omimMs 
which h^d been governed by Gfatian, pafled this year the ^^: ^^^^"^i' 
Alps, witn a defign to fcizc on Vjilentmian s Ihare alio ; jfiesto 
and,rheeiing with no oppofition",, marched to Milan, ^htrtll /nodojiuji 
Vdlen^inlan ufii'^lly refi'ded.' The young brhice, not find-' 
ing himfelf in a condition to oppofe him, fled firft to Aqui-' 
Ifeia, arid.from thancfe;! beiiig clofdlf pUrfded by Maximus, 
to Thcflralonica, with hiV m^^ and the prefedi . ,^ 

Pf6yds,f to implore' the pVoteftfon ^d^'afljftance of Theo- 
dofius ^^ ^ That pious priti(ie, ih a lerter addrefled to Va- 
Icotihkri, 'in stnfwef to 'oiie he had received from his'mo- 
tberJE'uttiha, tolti' himi tliat he-'was Jjp^^^ kt all fiirprifed at 
tfie pfp^cef^ !^lAiietfu§'h/d made, nor^tt the ill; fnccefs thjtr 
att^rwfetf\tis^'flfajfs:Jince'the'^^^^ and h6* 

jf^ri^Ctttetl ■ the bfthodbi^faith^ for Valentiniaii had not' 
dnl^m^-f^ced!^^ of A'Hus,; but perfecuted the^ 

drtfodc^' prelates^ Krfd'^flyeA'; fc from their' 

fe^s^'at'tfite inftigatfori-6f, his mother 'If uftina, a moft zea- 
lous Arwn.* S6pn 'iffcr,*'l*he6do(ius removed from Con*- 
^intiri(5|)fei ^tt^nd^d b';^. leVeral . membfefrs'.of ihjt lenate,* 
^;Tliefi^ionica, in order to cohfole 'thejyoung prince, who' , 
hi^ tylktA .refuga* I'd h% abmiiiions; Upon his arrival, he' 
repaired to the palace* wliereValentipla'n was lodged ; and^ v)ho in- 
after havtn^ afl!uYed hint, ,^h*at *h6 Vas^ refolved to employ' ^f*cis Aim 
allrherfprces bf the tai^ In his defence, he prevailed upon^' ^J TIL"*^' 
him to reti6uhc5fe*ttii'Ariati impiety, ;ls^the bnly obftacle to o/Ari^u' 
tfce'lKccefs ix^hichth^y might esipeft from Pcaven. Suidas; 
relates the difeo'u/fe W^ llieodofius'tnade on that fub-' 
je&: . Z^ofinius wViteV, that in a gre;at coCfncil held at Thef- ,' * 

faloriica;> all the courifellbrs to a *mafnwel*e. of opinion, that . ] 

war fboyld h6 immediately declared againft Maximus ; bu|: 
tliat' Theodofius, forefeeing and dreading the evils infepar- 
able from a civil war, fent firft ambafladcjirs to the tyrant,' 
ferioufly exhorting hini to reftore to Valentinian the ufurp- 
^d provinces, and content himfelf with Gaul, Spain, and 
Britain', ti^hich had been yielded to him at firft •. 

M^ximUs would not, it feems, hearken to any propofals ; 
for this tery year he Ijlsfieged Aquileia, whibh he reduced, 

' n Chryf.'Orat. XX. p. 234. • r Zof. fib. if. p. 66';. Theodl. 

lib. V. cap. 14. Soz. lib* vii. cap. 14. p. 721. • Zof. lib. iv. 
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notwitblUndiag tbe vigoxous rcGftsincc of ik% mbabiiant9» 
as he did Quaderna, Bononia, Mutina, Rhegium, PUccn- 
tia, and fevcral other cities iq Italj \ being in ib^ ^ufu^ 
ing year acknowleged at Rome} and m all the provinces of 
Africa '. TbeodoCu3 finding a war inevitable, fp^nt the 
remaining part of this, and the (rft months of tb» fellQw^ 
ipg year 388, when he was conful the fecond tkiif with 
Cynegius, in making tb^ neecflary preparations for cvry^ 
ing it on with vigour. His sirmy confifted chieily of Gotbsji 
Hunnsi AUns, and other Biirbariaas^ whom he cnliftcid in 
the fervice^ to prevent their nufing CQnimotion4 on the 
frontiers. He appointed Fn>motus» general of the borfe, 
and Timafius of the infantry, liaving committed tbe go- 
vernment of the Caftem provinces to fuch oerfoos as we 
knew would, in bis abfence, confuU the welnire of his fub^ 
jefls, and maintain the public tranquillity, he departed 
from Theflalonica in the bcgiDning of the fiupmerf merch*- 
ing withereat expedition throughlUyricumi with ^ dcfig» 
to furpriu MaximuSf who had not yet taken the field, buX 
tiontinued, without the leaft apjprebenfioo of dm^oy ia 
Aquileia, Andragathiust one of the ufurpcr^s ge»erW| » 
.man of great courage and experience, liad been appointed 
to guard the nafles of the Julian Alps 1 but i report bein|^ 
fpread, that fbeodofius defigned to pa{| the Ionian Ceiit 
and invade Italy» he was ordered to quit thofe paflesi and 
to man what {hips he could with the utmoft expeditioii* im 
order to intercept the emperor in his paflage* Thips wi» 
Maximus deprived of the affiftance pf that excellent com- 
' mander, and of the flower of his troops, who were em- 
ployed in manning the fleet which Andrag^thius aflembled, 
purfuant to his orders, on the coaft of the Ionian fee* In 
the mean time TheodoGus, entering Fannonia, adYsaced 
to Scifcia, now Seifleg, before the enemy had the leaft in- 
timation of his approach. However, the |;eneral who 
commanded the. troops of Maximus in that nei|[bbourbood, 
having aflembled them with incredible exneditM»n> attacked 
Theodofius as he was pai&ng the Sa^e \ out his afniy was 
defeated, and himfelf drowned in the river. 

From Scifcia the emperor advanced to Pctovla, now Pet- 
taw, on the Drave ; where he was oppofed by Marcelliiius, 
the brother of Ma^^imus, at the head of aa army much more 
numerous than his own. However, the emperor offered him 
battle* which he readily accepted; but was entirely defeated, 
though his men fought with extraordinary courage and rcfo- 
lutionw We are not told, that Maximus was prefent at either 



• Ambrof. cp. 17. p. iij. Pacat. p. 175. Zof. p* 769. 
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ef thefc battles : bat he muft haVc at leaft advanced to ftip- 
port his geiwrats j for both Pacatus « and St. Ambro^ * 
wrke, that, after his forces wcrie twice defeated, he fled, 
witfe Ae tfoop$ that attended htm, and with the remains of 
his fliattcred army, to Aquilcia, whither Thcodofius pur- 
fued hmi, having detached Arbogaftes before to invcft the 
place, and prevent the tyrant from making his efcape, Zo- 
fimus relates, that the emperor, arriving foon after, took the 
town by affault * \ and Socrates aJfirms, that it was deliver- 
ed up to him by the foldJcrs of Maximus f. However, it M^x}mn$ 
IS certam, that the tyrant was fcizcd, according to fome, takem, 
^hiB own men 5 according to others, by the foldiers of 
ilieodo&i!S, who had entered the place, and dra^j^d in 
<*ains to the empetof, eneampcd about three mUesfrom 
ti^e City. Thcodofius reproached him with the death of 
Grattan, and his unbounded ambition, which had excited 
him to murder one brother, and drive the other out of his 
dominions. As Maximus was, or at leaft pretended to be 
touched with remorfe for the crimes he had committed and 
jkiblidy owned he had no claim or title to the power he had 
ufttrped, Thcodofius began to behold him with an eye of 
compaflwn ; a circumftantce which thofe about him obferv- v r « 
ing, and fcarmg he might pardon him, they removed him .4^ 
out of the emperor's fight, and, without waiting his orders, A. D U%. 
1. °J ^^ "^ ^*' executed at a place about three ^-C- i«s«. 

miles diftance from AquiWa, on the twcniy-feventh of Au- '^ 

gaft, according to Socrates ; or on the twenty-eight of Tu- V'f*: 
Jy, as Idatius maintains. / & «' J« ^^^^r 

' Maximus bad left his foa Viaor, whom he had declared f'iacr thp 
Auguftus, in Gaul, to awe the inhabitants of that province >* ''^^^- 
dunng his abfence. Agamft him Thcodofius difpatched V'^V '-»- 
Arbogaftes, who took him prifoner, after having dffperfed Gaul and 
the troops that attended him, and put him to death «. Zo^ pJU 
fHnus calls him a youth; but all other writers ftyle him an diatk. 
infant. Andragathius, hearing of the defeat and death of 
Maximus, as he was cruifing in the Ionian Gulf, threw 
himfclf Beadlong into the fea, and was drowned, choofine 
that kind of death, to prevent a more ignominious fate, 
which, as Gratian had been feized and murdered by him, 
be had reafon to apprehend. Orofius writes, that he was 
overcome in battle *; and St. Ambrofe fnys, that he had' 
joined Maximus before his defeat, and periflicd foon after " 
Thus ended a war, which at firft threatened the empire with - 

« Pacat. p. *70-.*75. ^ Ambr. p. ,,4. x ZoC p. 
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the moft horrid calamities ; and tbe glory which Tbeddo- 
fius acquired by his victory was greatly heightened by his- 
moderation and clemency ; £or> immediately after the death 
of Maximus, he publifhed a general amnefty, aiid was fo 
far from perfccuting the friends and relations of the ufurper, 
that he would not even fufier them to be reproached with 
their rebellion. No man was bar^ifliedj fays Pacatus, no 
man's eftate was confiijcated ; and thofe who deferved, and 
would have fufFered^ the moft cruel death under any other 
prince, were difmifled by Theodofius, without anger ^ 
Thofe who had with moft warmth efpoufed the tyrant's 
caufe, were allowed to return unhurt, continues the fame 
author, to their wives and . children, to enjoy their eftates 
unmoleftedy and, with them the fame rank, dignity, and. 
honours, by which they had been diftingui(hed before the 
rebellion. The wife and daughters of ^aximus had been 
takeQ, and confined in a public prifon, by fome of the em* 
peror's officers ; a circumftancc which the humane prince 
no fooner knew than he ordered them to be fet at liberty, 
fettled a confiderabjbe penfion upon them, and charged one 
of their kinfmen to take care, that no one injured or infulted 
them ^. But what St. Ambrofe, and Zofimus himfelf, ex- 
tol moft in Theodofius, .was bis not only reftoring to Va- 
lentinian his own {hare, whenno one was in a condition to 
difputc the pbffeffion oi the whole empire, but his gener- 
oufly i^elinquiOiing Caul,. Spain, and Britain, which, before 
the revolt of Maximus, had been held by his brother Gra- 
tian. lie was fatisfied, fays Ambrofe, ,with the good he 
had done,- without reaping any advantage from it for him- 
felf, though no one could have blamed him, had he retain- 
ed fome of thofe provinces, confidering the immenfe charge . 
he had been at in reftoring the young prince to the quiet 
pofledion of the reft. As Juftina the mother of Valentinian 
died about this time, Theodofius, during the three years he 
continued in the Weft, governed in the name of that prince, 
who was, at the death of his mother, fcar<;e feventeen years 
old, and confequently not yet equal. to fo great a charge *. 

While Theodofius was purluiiig the war In Illyricum, a 
report was fpread at Conftantinoplc, that his army was cut 
off, and he himfelf in great danger of falling into the hands 
of the ufurpef. In confequence of this report, the Arians, 
whom he had provoked, by driving them from their 
churches, rifing in the night-time, fet fire to the houfe of 
Ne£tariu8, the orthodox bifliop of Conftantinoplc, who pe- 
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ridiect in the flames, and committed feveral other dUofdef^^ 
But intelligence of the entire 4cfeat of the ufurper being 
brought foon nfter to that metropolis^ the Arians, dreading 
the cfFefts of the emperor's indignation, had recourfetotbe 
clemency of Arcadius, whom Theodofius had left at CoQ- 
ftantinople ; and the young prince not only forgave them ngoth/ku 
himfelf, but prevailed upon his father to confirm the par- P^duu 
don which he had eranted ^ The emperor was at Aqui- ^^* ^ 
leia on the twenty-fecond of September ; but on the tenth gJJ^^^y 
of 0£lober at Milan, where he.feems to have paffed the fou Aru* 
-winter «. Being Informed, while he refided in that city, dm* - 
that the Chri(tians had burnt a fynagogue of the Jews, and 
a temple of the Pagans, at Callinicum in Mefopotamia^ Jbe 
condemned the bifhop of the place to rebuild the fynagogue 
at his own expence, and ordered thofe who had been coA* 
cerned in either of thofe riots, to be puniihed with the ut- 
moft feverity : but St. Ambrofe, thinking a prince, who had 
Jately overlooked much greater diforders in the Arians ,ought 
not to exert fo much rigour againfl: an orthodox bifliop,.aiid 
his people, wrote to him from Aquileia in their favour) 
and, upon his return to Milan, perfuaded the emperor, by % 

u fpeech which he pronounced in the great church, to re* 
voke thp order he had given ^, 

About the eiid of this year, the fenate of Ilome dif- Adtputk^ 
patched deputies to Theodofius, earneilly entreating him tionfrwk 
to reflore to its former place the altar of Viftory, which had *^^f^^* 
been removed by Gratian. The emperor feemed at firft in- a/).^J.. 
clined to grant their requeft ; but was afterwards perfuaded ing tkimU 
by St. Ambrofe to deny it* However, Symmachus, the tarofKic*^ 
chief of the deputies, a man univerfally efteemed for his '•O'* 
eloquence, and greatly beloved by the Pagans, on account 
of his zeal for the ancient religion of the Homans, in a pa-*> 
negyric which he pronounced foon after on Theodofius, re- 
newed ihe fame requeft in the name of the fenate } which fo their ri* 
Erovoked the emperor, that he immediately ordered him to %^flri* 
e put that inftant into a chariot, in order to be conveyed "^^'^'-^^ 
into banifliment, forbidding him, under the fcvcrcft penaU i^^i^ 
ties, ever to come within a hundred miles of Rome ^ The butrfcatt* 
emperor's indignation feemed the more juft, as Symma- #«& 
.chps had been but very lately pardoned, when accufed 
.by bis enemies of treafon, in having pronounced a panegy- 
.rie during the war on the ufurper Maximus; However, as 
Xh^c^dQ&us was never more retfdy to pardon, than when he 

f Socr. lib. V. cap. 13. p. 17ft* Soz* lib. vii. cap. 14. p. ^Ai, 713* 
JK, Cod. Thcod. lib. XV.. tit. ,14.. leg. 6. .p. 409. &leg. vii. p;4io« 
h Ambrof. Apol. 1^, iS. Vit. p. 83, %^ } Socrat. lib* ▼• cap* 

14' P- *73* Profp; de Pro^iiA lib. iii. qap. 38. p. i^. 
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feemed mod provoked, the friends of Symmachus nofooner 
fpoke in \\\9, behalf, than the emperor recalled him, reftored 
him to his former rank, and, to convince the world, that 
he retained no refentment againft him,taifed him two years 
after to the confular dignity. 

This year Theodofius enabled feveral la^s againft heretics, 
one dated thefecondof March, forbidding them, efpecially 
the Apollinarians, to hold affemhiies, to have bifhops or 
dergy, to Hve in cities, to appear at court, or to prefent 
any petition to the emperor ^. The fame prohibition was 
renewed by another law, dated the fourteenth of June ^ 
By another enafted two days after, all public difputes con- 
cerning religion were forbidden under the fevereft penalties. 
A law, dated the twenty-ninth of February, declares all 
marriages between Jews and Chriilians unlawful, and fub- 
je<^& the contracting parties to the punilhments due to adul- 
tery; another, addreffed to Cynegius, prohibits any one to 
Yr. of Fl. marry his brother's wife, or his own wife's fifter. Theo- 
**39« dofius, who was at Milan on the twenty-fecond of May^ left 
A. p. 39. (i^tQJty foon after, and repaired to Rome with young Va- 
lentinian, and his fon Honorius, whom he had fi^t for from 
Conftantinople, after the defeat of Maximus. He entered 
that metropolis in triumph on the thirteenth of June ; and 
a few days after Latinus Pacatus Drepanius, an orator of 
Gaul, -pronounced hi« panegyric in the fenate, the emperor 
himfelf being prefent* The orator takes notice of his libera- 
lity towards the people on that occafion, of his affability 
and condefcenlion, not only in viewing the rarities of the 
city, but in entering the houfcs of private perfons, which 
gained him the hearts of the Roman people "*. The poet 
Claudian tells us, that at Rome he received ambafladors 
from the king of Perfia, to treat about a peace between the 
two empires ". 

The converfion of the fenate and people of Rome to the 
Chriftian religion was owing, according to Prudentius, to 
Theodofius's journey ; not that he ufed any violence, fays 
that writer, for he indifferently raifed Pagans and Chriftians 
to the' (iirft employments in the ftate ; but fo great was the 
force of his example, that few, cither in the fenate, or 
anK>ng the people, were fo attached to their errors, as to 
withil^iul \x.* Prudentius mentions feveral Hluftrious fami« 
Hes, converted, on this^ occafion, to the true religion; name- 
ly, tfacr families of the Paulini, of'the Baffi, of the Anhii, 
and Qf. tt)e Gracchi, at that time the moft.ancient and noble 

' k-Cod. THedd. lib. xv. tit, v. lejg. 14. (>. 130. ' Cod. Thcod. 

ltb.«xvi. tit: 5; leg. 15. p. 1 jt* *" Soz, p. a^ !• R»*f« -ib. ii. 

cap. 17. p. 1S5/ . « Claud, p. 77^. 
'•'3' family 
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fdmily in Rome. Thie people, continues that ^Xrriter, flocked 
to the Lateran chuch, tgf receive the focred fign of the royal 
cbrifm, and to the Vaticail, to vifit the afhes of the father of 
the faith ; meaning, we imagine, St. Peter, who was then 
fappcfed to have planted the faith in Rome. The idols, fays 
St. Jerom, were pulled down ; theirtemples abandoned ; and 
the gods, once fo much revered, left in their niches alone, or 
attended only by mice or owls : the Capitol, (continues the 
fame writer)formcrly fo much frequented, is now turned in- 
to a defert ; the othci* temples are covered with duft, and 
filled with cobwebs ; the whole city crowds to the tombs o^ 
the martyrs; and the peoplc,paffing by thofe ancient templesj 
behold them with joy ready to fall, and bury the gods under 
their ruins. . Rome forfakes Jupiter, and his temples, de- 
fpifes his ceremonies, and is afhamed of the worfliip for-^ 
merly paid him •*. Theodofius, however, would not fuffef 
the ftatues of the gods, many of which were the work of 
the beft artificers of antiquity, to be deftroyed ; but ordered 
them to be removed from the places where they had been 
adored, to the public fquares, where they ferved as orna- 
ments to the city p. Theodofius remained only three months 
at Rome. In that (hort time he not only ferioufly applied 
himfelf to the fuppreflibn of idolatry, but with indefatigable 
care laboured to reform many abufes, which had long pre- 
vailed in the city ^. He enafted a law, dated the feventeenth 
of June, ordering all the Manichees to be expelled the city, 
and declaring them incapable of receiving legacies, or leav- 
ing -any thing by will even to their children. Theodofius ^htodofiui 
left Rome on the firft of September, was at a place called lea'ves 
Vakntia' on'the third of the fame month, and on the fixth ^'^^^ 
at Forum Flamirtii, now Ponte Centefimo on the Topino, 
not far from Fuligno in the duchy of Spoleto, where he en- 
afted a kw forbidding the execution of criminals during 
Lent '. Fl'om thence he purfued his journey to Milan, 
"where he publiiDhed an edift, dated the twenty-fix th of No- 
vember, commanding the heretic bifliops and clergy to be 
driven out of the cities, and their fuburbs. ' 

From this law^ and ffeveral others of the enfuing year, it 
appears, that Theodofius pafled the winter in that city, 
*while Valentintan marched' irtto Gaul, to oppofe the 
Franks, Who W^e preparing to invade that province j but 
all we kwow of this expedition is, that Valentinian had an VaUnti" 

Interview with Marcbmir and Sunno, two chiefs of the •f^? ^*"* 
% ^ ., \ . : . i ciMet a 

• Hier. cp. 7. p. 54. & in Joy. lib. ii. cap. iS. p. 95. p Prud, ih^ffoRki^ 

in Sym. lib. i. p.^sso. ^ q Cod. TKeod. KW. xii« ttt. 16; leg. i. 
p. 6 It. & lib. xvi. tit 5. leg. 18. p. 1384 r Ibid»p, lao, in.* 
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Franks ; that they delivered, hoftages ; and ^hat the em* 

Ecror, on the eighth of November, was at Treves, where 
e went into winter-quarters *. This year u ,chiefly re- 
markable for the deftrudion of the celebrated temple of 
Serapis at Alexandria, which, according to the defcriptioa 
Ammianus Marcellinus gives> furpafled in grandeur and 
wealth all the temples in the world, that of J upiter Capl- 
tQlinu3 alone excepted < ; Theodoret calls it the great** 
e(l« and, without exception, the moil beautiful temple in 
the univerfe ". TheodoGus, who bad hitherto fparcd that 
{lately edifice, ordered it to be levelled with the ground on 
the following occafion : Theophitus, biftiop of Alexandria, 
having obtained of the emperor an old temple, formerly 
confecrated to Bacchus, but at that ,time ruined and for- 
i faken, with a defign to convert it into a church, the work- 

men* in clearing away the rubbiQi, found among the ruins 
feveral obfcene ngurcs, which the bi(bop, to ridicule the 
fuperftition of the heathens, caufed to be expofed to pub- 
The Pa- ]\c view. This (lep provoked the Pagans to fuch a degree, 
gans riff that they flew to arms, and falling upon the Chriftians, 
Chrii^aif ^^^ 8^^*' numbers in pieces, before they were in a condition 
f« AUxtM' ^^ oppofe their fury. At length the Chriftians took arms 
drim. in their defence, and being fupported by the few foldiers 

who were quartered in Alexandria, repelled force by force. 
Thus a civil war was kindled within the very walls of the 
city, and no day paiTed without (bme bloodlhed. The Pa- 
gans, when tired with fighting, or overpowered with num- 
bers (for the Chriftians were much more niunerpu/s), retired 
to the temple of Serapis 5 and thence, fallying out again 
Siffirai unexpedledly, feized on fuch of the .Chriftians as they met, 
ChrifiioMt and, dragging them into the temple, either forced them by 
fH4iJj[a£reJt ^jjg ^^^ exquifite torments to facrifice to their idol, or, if 
^ttt'^ '* ^^^K refufed, to rack them to death. As they pcpfi^ied to be 
dtaths, foon ?itt^ckcd by the emperor's troops, they cipfe a philofo- 
phcr, named Olympus, tor their leader, with a r/sfoiution to 
• defend tbemfelves, their temple, and their r^Ugipn^ to the 
laft extremity. In the me^n tip^e Ev^griu^, governor of 
Egypt, and Romanu^, who comms^ded the troops ii^.^at 
country, having attempted in v^in to purfuade the P^^ai^s 
to quit the temple, ^nd retire to their dweUinig^, ic-ota 
diftinfl: account of the whole to the emperof) .whoj eiKUd- 
ling and envying the h^ppinefs of fuch ^s bad q^jlen rather 
. . A to dt^a than renounce their religion, and <^jc facri^ tp 
- the idols, would not fufter their death to be revenged os 

' . • . ' ' ' '1 • . t 

9 Qrqf. lib. yXu QXf. if .p.-z^o. t Ammian. lib. xzii. p. »34' 

ttThtiortp.^j5' i 
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thdfc, at whofe hands they had obtained the tTovm ot 
martyrdom. However, at the fame time he Ordered thd 7Aeodo/iui 
temple of Serapis, and all the otlier temples m Alexandria, ^^f^' '^* 
vhicH gave oc<iafion to Ifreqtient dJftufbances, to be detno- -^^'"^f 1 
lifted, charging Theophilus,- blfhopof the placei whd had s?/apul 
folidled bis order, tc? fee it put in estecution, and com- andaUtfn 
taik^mg Etagrrud and Romanus^ to follbw his dii*e(9:ions. Umpits in 
The Pagans no fooner kne\f that the emperor had been ^^'•*^"'. 
inlbfmed of the cruehies thej^ hat! committed, than they pJ^'J^ 
abandoned the temple, and dii^p^er^fed, fome of them- re- [hwn. 
tiring privately to their own houfes, others withdraw- 
ing from the town, and either concealing themfclves in the 
neighbouring cities, or flyirig to more diftant countries. 
Among the latter was their leader Olympus, who concealed 
himfelf in the night on board a veffel, which '\^aB ready to 
fail for Italy. IJelladius and Ammonius, two gramttiariails, 
under whom Socrates, the ecclefiaftic hiftoriaii, had flludifed 
at Conftantinoplc, withdrew from Egypt, and took refugi^ 
am'ongft the Barbarians. The former ufed to boaft of his 
having killed, during that tumult, nine Chriftiaiis with his 
own hand ^. 

The temple, thus abandoned by the Pagans, was deli- 
vered to Theophilus, who, with the afSftance of the peo- 
ple and foldiery, reduced it in a fhort time to a heap of 
TVikiSi leaving nothing undemolifhed but the foundations, 
which could not be removed, on account of the extraor- 
dinary weight and fize of the ftones. The cteliebrated' ftattie Theftattu 
of Serapis, the principal god of the Egyptians, was broken ^f^^^ti^* 
in pieces, and the limbs of that pretended divinitj^' carried aJ]J|^'" " 
firft in triumph by tlie Chriftians through the city, and 
then thrown into a large fire kindled for that p^ifpofe in 
the amphitheatre. K% the Egyptians afcribcd' the over- 
flowing of the Nile, to which was owing the fertility df 
their country, to the benign influence of their god Sera- 
pisj^ they concluded, that, now he was dfeftrtJyed, the river 
would no longer overflow, and confequently that a general 
femittd- would dnfue ; but when they obfervcd^ that the 
Nile, art the Contrary-, fwelled to a greater height than Had 
beien known in the memory of man, ahd' thereby produced 
ail immenfe plfenty of provifiohs, many of the Pagans, rc- 
Aduncing the worfllip of the idofs-, adored the God of the 
Chriftians *. Not only the ftatue of Serapis^, wBicH was 
kklged'in the temple, but all the other ftatues of that ore- 
CMd^ deltyy were by the zealous Chriftians careftilly 

' ^ Soo. Ilk vii. cap. \%* p. ^14. Ruf. lib. ii« cap. si* p; IS7; Stoz. 
p. 72$. X YMt lilr; ii. cap. vj', p. i9fb. Socf. lib. v; cap. 16. p. 174* 
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fought for, ignominioully dragged through the ftrectSi and 
coniumed in the flamesf ; infomuch that in the great city of 
Serapis, as Akxandci^ was frequently ftyledi not the lead 
trace was left of that idol, or of the worfhip, which for fp 
many ages had been paid him. In the room of the temple 
of Serapis was built a church, and a aiartyrium, fijiys Ruffir 
nius ^y meaning perhaps a burying-place for tbofe who had 
periflied during the late difturbances. 

Theophilus, who was a prelate no lefs a£iive than zeal-> 
ous, not fatisfied with demoliihipg the temple of gerapis^ 
encouraged the people, Supported bv the governor of the 
province, and the.commanderof theUoman troops,^to level 
with the ground all the other temples, oratories, chapels, 
and places deftinedi for the worfliip of ^he idols through*- 
out Egypt, cauGng the ftatues of the gods to be either 
burnt or melted down. Of the innumerable llatues with 
which that fuperftitious province was filled, he is fai4 
to have fpared but one, rcprefcnting an ape, in order tolex- 
pofe the Pagan religion to ri4icule. Iheodofius not only 
approved of what Theophilus had done, but commended 
his zeal, and returned him public thanks for the pains he 
had taken, in clearing that province from the abominatipns 
to which it had been fo long addifted'^. Soon after, ho 
f nafted a law, prohibiting, on pain of death* the fubjeds 
of the empire to offer, any kind of facrifice to idols ; and 
cleclaring.theeilates confifcated of thofe who ihould bum 
incenfe before them ^r 

In the following year 390, when Valentinian was conful 
the fourth time with Neoterius,Theodofiuspubli{hed a law, 
dated at Verona, the third of September, commanding all 
V'ho prpfefled a mbnaftic life to withdraw frpoi the cities, 
and retire to the defprts, purfuant to their inftitution. But 
this law he' revoked by another, dated the feventeenth of 
April 392. By a third, publilhed at Rome on the four- 
teenth of May, he commanded thofe who (hould be fopnd 
guilty of unnatiwal luft to be burnt alive in the fight pf the 
whole people. This year an obeliik, twenty-four cubits in 
height, was raifed. in the circus at Conftaptinople, and a 
column before the church of St. Sophia, on which was a 
ftatue of Theodofius in filver, weighing feven thoufand four 
hundred ounces)*. Valentinian feems to have continued all 
this year at Treves, or in the neighbourhood of that city. 
Oneagmnji By a law, dated the ninth of May, the emperor declared 
Af9ftaus. thofe who iliould renounce the Chriftian religion, after ha?* 
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ing been baptized, npt only incapable of giviJig or receiv-^ 
ing the leaft thing by wilj, but of being, as infamous per-. 
Tons, witneiTes to any private or public deed ; adding, that 
he woul4.haye confined them to tJiedeferts, had he not bc-v 
lieved it a greater punifliment for tbem to live among men^ 
without being looked upon as men. By another law, dated. 
the nintli of the fan\q mpntb^ he C9mnaanded the heretics 
to be banifhed the cities ^ :. , . * 

. In the cpurfe of this year Theodpfius fet out for Conftan-' Theodofius 
tlnople, leaving the entire management of affairs in ihe^ returns to 
Weft to yal/^ntinian, now in^ the twentieth year of his age.. '^'^^A 
On his arrival at Xbefialonica, Mt found the province of; 
Macedon in great cpnfufiori j for the Barbarians, v» ho, at. The Bar* 
the in ligation of Maximus had revolted, and. concealed Marians m- 
themfelyes among n^rOxes and woods, after the defeat off^^^^P/"^' 
that ufuf;per, taking^,advantage of the , emperor's abfence,i jjf^^'j^^ 
falliedout of their faitnefles in the night, and fcizing what-J ■ -^ 

eVfer came in their way, retired with their booty before day. " "* 

As it. was a more difljcult tafk to find them out than to con-, |^ 

quer them^ the emperor took that province upon himfcJf ^ 
and, without difcovering his defign to any one, made choice, 
of five perfons in whom l^e could confide, to attend him, or;^ 
deringeach of them to take three fpare horfes, that they might 
fliift as often as there was- occafion. Thus attended and 
difguified, he ranged about the country, receiving fron^ the 
peafants fuch refrefliments as their cottages could afford. 
At length he arrived at a fmall inn, kept by a woman, ad^ 
vanced in years, who received him with extraordinary ci- ' * 

vility, which induced hijm to remain there that night. In 
the fame inn lodged a perfon, who, declining to converfe. 
with the r^ft, and feemiiig defirous to conceal himfelf, gave 
the emperor no fmall jealoufy. Having, therefore, after ffg^^r, 
he was retired to his chamber, called for the miftrefs of the covered by 
houfe, and aiked her who that perfon was, (he anfwered, 7heodofiui* 
that who he was (he knew not j but that, ever fince the 
news of the emperor's return from the. Weft, he had lodg- 
ed at her houfe, going out in the morning, and continuing 
abroad all day, but returning at night to his lodging, for " >. 

which he hgneftly paid her. Upon this information the 
cmpexor ordered him to be feized and examined ; but be 
rciwCing to declare whom he was, the emperor at laft dif- 
covered himfelf, ordered the man to be put to the rack, 
and forced him to own, that he was employed as a fpy by 
the Barbarians, who lay concealed among the woods and 
bogs, to give them intelligence, from time to time, of the 

P Cod. Thcod. lib. xvi. tit leg. 20. p. 37. 
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mofibfts df die dmp^ror's army, and to inform tliem Tirhat 
places ia;7 rnoft conTcriicnt for their incurfions. Uppn thk 
cottfefBon the empefor cattfed his head to be (truck oflF, and, 
returning early n^xt morhiiig to the army, led his foldiefs 
to the plac6 where h^ had learned from- the fpy the Barba- 
rian; were lodged ; and falling upon them fuddenly, cat 
great numbers of th^m in pfeccs. Timafitis, who, toge- 
ther with Promotu8« commanded oh this occafion nnd6f 
Theodofiu$, imagining moft of the Barbarians were ^e- 
ftfoyed, advifed the emperor to allow his foldiersfome time 
to refrefh themfelves aft6r fo warm and fatiguing a fervicc, 
thit they might with more vigour purfuc the reft, whiEr 
could not make their efcape. The emperor, following hi^ 
atdVice, founded a retreat ; but while his men were refreffi- 
ifl^ themfelveS) without the leaft apprch^hfioii of danger,- 
fTA ~x-. Ae Barbarians, attacking them when they were quite un- 
w'mguat prtpared, and moft of them overcome it^ith wine, or afleep, 
dangtrm made a dreadful havock, and would have eitlier killed or 
JHigainsa fikth the crnpferor himfclf, had he not been feafonably 
fmpltte refcued by Promotus, at the danger of his own life. How- 
Tverlkf ^^^9 Theodofiu$ having rallied hid difperfed forces the ncx^ 
Barba* ^^ly, attacked the Barbarians again with fuch fuccefs^ that 
rians. jfew of them cfcapcd the general flaughter **. 
^hgodejtus Theodofius, upon hjs rctorn to Conuantinople, made it hia 
?'r^eft ^5cf ft^^y ^^ f'j^Pprefs idolatry and Arianifm, ordering the 
Armnifm temples, ffiU ftanding, to be pulled down, and the Arians 
pffhEfifi* to be driven out of the cities, left they fhould infeft thdf 
fellotn^-citi liens with their peftilent doftrine •. 

During his refidepce in the Weft he had ufed all poffiblc 

rtieans to extirpate idolatry ; but, ppon his return to the 

Eaft, the Pagans began to conceive new hopes, and thd 

fenators of Rome, who continued ftill attached to thef u- 

* perftition of their anceftOrs, fcnt a deputation to Valenti-r 

liian, at fhe head of which was the celebrated Symmachus, 

ihtreatiAg him to reftore to their f ri^fts the temples and 

privileges which they had enjoyed till the reign of Gratian. 

Viilentinian, who was then in GaulJ received the deputies 

^^fufgsTo'^ In a very obliging manner j but could not be prevailed upon, 

reftorito ^thcr by them, or by the Pagan minifters in his court, to 

thiUmpks grant their requett '. The Barbarians, threatening to paft 

^hejir an* the Alps towards Rbsetia, and invade Italy^ the empcrot 

ctentpri' refolved to quit Gaul, arid haften to Milan, in order to 

^'f<f^'* make head againft them. Defirpus of being baptized ber 

fore he engaged in ^ war^ he difpatched from Vienne a^ 

^ Zof. lib. iv. p. 77o-T»»773» ^ R«ff. lib. ii. cap. 19. p. i«5« 

' Ambrof. Scrm. d« Diverf. p, Iia, Symnu lib. iii, cp, 63. p. 130* 
9fo(,lib. yii. cap. 35. p. lao, 
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diprefsf taiSt Arubmfer lyHhdp of Miiaiik^ lor whom be ha^ 
aA-extraordifiarf eile^tnr atid ^tireii€¥atldny inviting him fnfo 
Gdul, to admkiiftey 4faac fattfaiii^fit, The pfdate» ttpon^ 
the receipt of the emperor's letter, inftantly departed y m^ 
before he reached Vi^fiiie,:- he received the mebDcholf 
. xie^wn of the death of th^t uftfortainate prince^ ifthttifiai¥ly 
murdered^ as moft autbofs agree, by Ar\ic^66t^. 

He was a Frank by nation, and owed hfeprefetrtiei^ t6' 
Gratian. jSiftetthat pfkiceV death, the foldiery, by whom he 
was highly efteemed, for hn eiperieiice' ii% inilltary aff^rsy bisi 
liberality and difiiitereftedneft, raifed him without the coti-' 
fent either of Vale%>On)an^ whd Wa» then d c^hild, 6t of hisi 
ihotbei^ Juftina) t6 the poft of geiiei'at;' in which eomnrand 
he aequitted hinHfelf with great fidelity and moderaliofif^ 
while Theodofias continued i^ the^ Weft *, b6t upcvn the Arhogafitt 
departure 6f that princ^e for Gonftaiitiiiople, he zSiti ttiore prettttdt to 
like a fbvereign' €harir a Aiinifter or offieer, arrogating td* controulthe 
himfetf the power of cofltrolKng the young priftce, afid go- -J^"^^^ 
Iteming the court wkh aibfol^ne aufhbrity* He difeharged ^^^^^* 
ill the officer^ in the arirty atteehed to Valetftini«lfl, afldr 
put Fraftk«, iivwhoin he couid confide, \tk their roomy dlf- 
pdfing at thd feitte time of the civil employiftentft, without 
rfheemperdr^s cohfent or knowlege, and beftowed theia ^ 

upon pcrfdns of his own fadion. Valentlnian, unable t(> Yv, of Fh 
brook fuch a (hameful fervitude, refolved to difcharge Ar- a84x. 
gobaftes} and accordingly, feeilig hirti one day at courts A. D. 391. 
he threw him a paper, containing an abrogation of hi» ^-C. 1190. 
oommaad. But Arbogaftes, having perufed it, tore it in „ 
pieces with great contempt, and threw it on the ground^' charged 
telling thcf emperor, with the utmoft arrogance, that as he buttefufa 
had riot received his authority from him, it was not iti hid foreign 
power to divert him of it. After this infult, Arbogilftes, ^^^P^h 
convince4 that Valentinian would not fufFer fuch an out- ^^^f*^^ 
rage to pafs unrevenged, refolded to anticipate him, ahd tobemu^ 
accordingly deprived hirn of his life. Authors difagree as deredl 
to the manner of his death : Zofimus writes, that while 
Valentinian, attended by a fmall guard, was diverting him- 
felf in the neighbourhood of Vienne, Arbogaftes affaulted 
\iim UQexpe£kedly, and ftabbed him with his fword ^ (IV?)« 

He 

{Orof. p.ftto. ZoH p. 776. Socr. p. 93. Soz. ibid. 

(M) According to Philoflor- that purpofe. The fame au- 
gius, he was flraagled while he thor adds, that after they had 
wastakine his diverfion on the ilrangled him, they tiol hii 
banksofthe Rhone, by aiTaffins, own handkerchief about hi^ 
^htipii Ai^obaites h^hire^ for neck, and huog him upon a 

tr^c. 
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He diedm 392, on ihfe fifteenth of May, iafter having liyed- 
only twenty: yeara and fome montb^si and borne the title of 
emperor fixteen years, ^nd ahoMt ^x mouths, though he 
cannot be faud to have rejgnedf till the death of Gratian, 
who died eight years. »nd nine months before him K St. 
Ambrofe tells us» that- when he found himfelf u/i^ji^pededly 
attacked by thiC aflfsiflins, the only words, he uttered were, 
« Alas ! my.poor fiftcrs M " '. • . 
• The funeral icercrnonles we>-e performed with great fo- 
lemnity ; and his body was ient to ^ilan, and interred near 
that of his brothej Gritian, orv,which oc^afion St.? Ambrofe 
pronounced an, oration in praife of the deceafed prince, 
His eha- who, according to him, and .moft other, writers, would 
raSer. \xzve, equalled, if not eclipfed^thp glory of the heft empe- 
; rors, had h^been fafFercd to live lohger, being of a lively 
. genius, valiant) fo.ber, liberal, fincerein his friendlhip, ira- 
• partial in the adrainiftration 0f j.u(iice,. and, in difpofing 
employmenjtsj guided by merit alone S Zofimus, though 
prejudiced againfl all Chriftian princes^^owns that his death 
was a. public lofs K He had perfecuted the catholics in his 
mother's lif^-time,, or rather, (he had perfecuied them in 
his name ;. but, after her death, he proved a moil zealous 
patron of the orthodox faith, difcountenancLng tjie Arians. 
and other fcdaries, as much as he had favoured them be- 
fore lie was capable of diftinguiQiing truth fron> falfhood. 
. His two fiilers, Jufta and Grata, continued at Milan, and 
embraced, after his death, a life of celibacy. (His fifter 
Gallar who was married to Theodofius, died two years after 
in childbed. / . 

Euf^enius After th^ death of Valentinian, Arbogaftes might have 

is fit lip by eafily feized on the fovereignty ; biit not willing to appear 
Arbogaftes guilty of fuch a treacherous and inhuman murder, he chofe 
i^hisroQm* ^ •' 

> Epiph.p. 177. Philoft. p. 144. * Ambr. Serro. de Diverf, 

p. IIS, ^ Socr.. lib. iv. cap. 31! p. 250. > Zof. lib. iv. p. 776. 

tree, that the world might be ^ agree, that he was flrangled ; 
induced to believe that he hgd ''- but the two latter writers fup- 
laid violent hands on himfelf; pofe this to have happened in 
for his guards weve at fomedif- the palace, and the eunuchsof 
^ tance, and out of fight (i). St. the court, gained over by Arbo* 

Jerom(2), Orofius (3), Ruffi- , gaftes, to have been the authors 
nus^(4), Epiphanis (5), So- of his death, 
crates (6), and Spzonien^7)j 



(1) Phiioftorg. lib. xi. cap. i. p. 145. (a) Hicr. ep. 3 p. 2$. 

(3) Orof. lib. vii. cap. 5. p< »io. (4) RuB\ lib. ii. cap. 3*. p. 191. 

(5J(£piph. de Menf. & Pond, ao, p. .177. (6J Socr, lib. y.cap, 

S5 lt^-»94'« (7} Soz. lib. vii. cap, »t»p. 73^. 
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to confer It on Eugemus, and to reign-inhis njime "• E)uv. 
genius had formefly taught grammar, and afterwards rhe^ 
toric, and was generally efteemed on. apcount of his elo- 
quence. . Ricomer, at the r^queft of S.ymmachws, had taken 
him under his prote£):ion, ^nd upon his returnjinto theEaft 
-with TheodoGuS) recommended him to Arbpgafte*, by' 
whofe intereft he was raifed to the poll of fecifetary •». Zo-, 
fimus maintains, that Arb^^aftes, repoCng an entire :confi-^ 
dence in Eugenius, and judging him capable of th?;moft, 
daring refo^utions, imparted, the defign hehs^ formed of 
murdering Valentinign, and raifing him to thc.empire after 
bis deceafe ; that Eugenius rejefted at firft the prppofal 
with horror j but was at length prevailed upon to adopt- 
the m^afures of his patron; by whofe inteieft, after the, 
death of the young prince^ he was proclaimed emj^ror. 
The ufurper, though a Chriftian, was greatly favoured by» 
the Pagans, who knew. he. only bore the title^of emperor, 
while the whole power wa& lodged in. Arbogaftes, iwho- 
pretended a great attachment to their religion i> The aruf^ 
pIceS) who began to appear again, aiTured him, that be. '. 

was deftined to the empire of the whole world -, |hat he would 
foon gain n complete victory over Thepdofius, who was 
as much hated as he was beloved by the gods ; and that 
Jiis power and authority would have no otber bounds but 
thofe of the Roman empire **. Though Eugenius feemed to 
favour the Pagans, yet, in the very beginning of his reign, 
he wrote to St. Ambrofe, who did not anfwer his letter till 
be. was prefTed by fome of his friends to recommend them 
to the new prince •, apd then he treated him in his letters 
with all the refpe£t due to an emperor p. 

During thefe tranfadions in the Weft, fome difturbances 
happened in the court of Theodoiius at Conilantinople : 
Rufinus, not fatisfied with the confular dignity, to which 
he was preferred this year, notwithftanding the report of 
bis having been the author of the death of Promotus, killed 
by the Barbarians, began to afpire to the prefedure of the 
Eaft, wjiich >ya5 held by Tatianus, whom he accufed of Tatianvs, - 
opprefDon in his government. Proculus, the fon of Ta- and his Jon 
tianus, and prefeft pf Conftantinople, was charged with P^°^^Jy* 
the fame crime. Tbeodofius appointed judges to try them j f//"^y^'. 
but, as Rufinus was at the head of that commiflion, and tion of * 
the other judges dreaded bis refentment, they were both Rufinus. 
(leclared guilty : the father was depofed, and confined to 

ro Orof. lib. vij. cap. 35. p. »ao. Claud. Conf.Hon. 3, 4.p. 35, 41. 
» Soc. lib. v. cap. 25. p. 293. Zof. p. 775. Philoft. p. 146. Symin. lib, 
iii. ep. 6e> 6j. p. 129. * Soz. lib. vii. cap. 27. p. 740. P Amb. 
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TatiaMus I^ycia^ his native conncry } and the fon fentenced t<» death. 
hani/bid^ TheodoGtts fenC him his pardon % but the meflefiger, cor* 
and his fin mpted by RufintM) did not acquaint the proper officers with 
txecuted, ^ j^g citiperor's order, till the execution was over \ How 
jnft focver the punifliment inflifled on Tatianus might be, 
bis co«mtrymen the Lydans, who had no (hare in his crimes, 
ought not t6 have had any in his difgrace and misfortunes : 
neverthelefs TheodofiuS) at the itiftigation of Rufinus, a de-^ 
clared etiemy to the Lycians, enaAed a law, declaring their 
^ole nation infamous, depriving them of the ei6p4oy^ 
ments they held at that time, and rendering them for ever 
incapable of any preferment'. This unjuft lavi^ was aftcr-^ 
wards revoked by Arcadius, who reftored the Lycians to 
their former condition, afcribing the bafe treatment they 
had received, not to their demerit, but to the hatred of 
Rufinus. 

The affair of Tatianus and Proculus was not yet enderf, 
when news of the death of Valentinian, and the ufurpatiofl 
of Eugenius, were brought to Conftantinople. A few days 
Ettgin'tns after, ambaffadors arrived from the ufurper, who, ^thoaC 
j;ends dtpu' ^^^^ mentioning of Arbogaftes, demanded an audience in 
^*tktQdofius' ^^ name of Eugenius; and, being admitted to the empc- 
' ror's prefence, propofed an alliance between him and <heir 
matter. Thcodofius received them in a very courteous 
manner, amufed them with fair words, and difmiffed them 
loaded with rich prefents '. At the head of this embaffy 
was Rufinus, an Athenian, attended by feveral bifhops fent 
by Eugenius to divert the emperor from engaging in a ci- 
vil war. As Theodofius charged Arbogaftes with the mur- 
der of Valentinian, the bifhops endeavoured to clear him 
from that falfe, as they ftyled it, and groundlefs afperfion *. 
vjk0pre' Theodofius began his military operations; but, as he con- 
f ares far fj^j^^ more in the affiftance of Heaven than the number of 
'^^^" his troops, or the bravery of his generals, he vifited all the 

churches of his capital, attended by feveral bifhops, and a 
great crowd of people, imploring the favour and proteftion 
HU piety, of the Almighty. The military preparations, to which 
Hisiaavs Tbeodofius applied himfclf with indefsttigable pains, did 
4tga'ftfl he- yi()|; (divert him from publifliing feveral laws in favour of 
'^^ '''• orthodoiiy and the ChriflSan religion. 

In the following year Theodofius was conful the third 
time, with Abundantlus, who was, as appears from a law 
of the preceding year, general both of the horfe and foot. 
It was at this period he abrogated the ancient law of trea- 

» • 
* Zof. lib. iv» p. 774- ' Cod» Tbeod. lib. ixi til. 3?« l«g« ^ 

p. 178, 273. » ZqL p. 77$* t ^u(. p. i^u 
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foxiy denouQcing death againft thofe who uttered feditlotts 

words againft the prince. ** If fuch words (fays Theodo- 

Cus in his law of this, year) proceed from levity, they are ^ 

to be defpifed ; if from folly, to be pitied ; if from malice, ag^. 

they are to be forgiven "." In the beginning, or, as fome a. D. 39J. 

aflert, in the end, of this year, that is, on the fifteenth of U.C. 1191, 

January, or twentieth of November, the emperor declared 7—^ 

his fecond fon Honorius, Auguftus. The ceremony was ^^"/^^"J 
performed with great folemnity in the palace of Hebdimon, J^fj^a^^ 
near Conftantinople ^. 

Eugenius had gained confiderable advantages over the Eugenius 
Franks; but leaving Gaul this year, he repaired to Italy} ^^'"^ w*" 
which he had fcarce entered, when he was addrcfled by a '^Jl^^lages 
deputation from the Roman fenate, intreating him to rc» over the 
ilore to the temples the revenues, of which they had been Franks. 
deprived by Gratian, and to re*eftabli(h the celebrated altar 
pf Vidlory, Eugenius received them kindly; but could 
not be prevailed' upon to comply ^)vith their requeft. The 
fenate foon after lent a fecond deputation, to foKcit the 
fame favour ; which was denied them a fecond time. But 
when by a third embaffy they renewed their requeft, Euge- Eugmut 
nius yielded to their importunity, reftoring the Pagan reli- favours the 
gion and temples to their former luftre, and fufFering the ^^^^/^ 
;incient ceremonies and facrifices to be renewed in the f&- ^'^^^^^** 
iiate of the metropolis of his empire *. The following 
year 394, Arcadius being conful the third time, and Ho- 
norius the fecond, Theodofius leaving Conftantinople, pur- 
fued bis march through Dacia, and the other provinces be- 
tween Thrace and the Julian Alps, which feparatc Italy from 
]^oricum, with a defign to force the pafles of thofe moun- 
tains^ and invade Italy, before the army of Eugenius was 
in ^ condition to oppofe him. Upon his arrival at the Alps^ 
he found the paffes guarded by Flavianus, prefeS: of Italy, 
at the head of a confiderable body of Roman trQops, who 
£ed after a (hort refiftance. Flavianus was killed at the firft 
onfet. Theodofius, having thus opened himfelf a paflage Yr. of Fl* 
^ver the Alps, wa$ met, as he dcfccnded thofe mountains, *^44» 
by Eugenius, at the head of a very numerous army, drawn ^ c * ^^J* 
up on the banks of the river rrigidum ; which Sanfon and *"^* 
ptbers fuppofe to be the river Vipao or Wibach, in the Theodofius 
county of Gdrice, about thirty-fix miles from Aquilei^. forces the 
The army of Theodofius was no lefs numerous than that ^^".f 
of the enemji being reinforced by feveral bodies of Arme- ^'' 
nians, Iberians, ArabianSt Goths, and other Barbariaos 

tt Cod, Theo4* lib. ix. tif. 4. Jeg» 3* p. 4». ^ Philoii. lib. xt* 

cap. s. p. 146. Soz. lib. vii. cap. 24. p. 741. Claud* Conf. Hon. 3* 
P* 3S> 3^* ' Amb. Vit. p. S5. ep. 15. p* tzo. 
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beyohd the Danube. The Roman troops were commarided 
by Timafius, and Stilicho, who had married the emperor's 
niece ; and the foreign .auxiliaries by Gainas, Saul, Bacu- 
lius, and Alaric the Goth, whofe name is famous in hif- 
tory. Of Gainas, who was of the fame nation, and Saul^ 
who was likewife a Barbarian, Vve (hall have frequent occa- 
fion to fpeak in the reigns of Arcadius and Honorius. Ba-» 
curius was a native of Armenia y, or, as Rufinus afferts, 
of Iberia ; and, he is ftyled by that writer king of Iberia** 
Among the Romans he was comes domefticorum, that is, 
captain of the guards, and univerfally adeemed, not only 
lor his courage and experience, but for the mildnefs of his 
temper, his afi^bility and good-nature.evcn to his enemxes- 
Ruffinus, the ecclefiaftic hiftorian, who lived in great in- 
timacy with him while he was duke of Palcftine, calls him 
a man of great integrity, a pious and zealous Chriftian, a 
worthy companion of Theodofius, a m?in endowed with 
every good quality of the mind, and by few equalled in the 
The two perfeftions of his body. Under thefe leaders .the army of 
mrmies Theodofius advanced into the plain ; but the emperor, un- 
^age* willing to expofe the Romans, ordered the foreign auxi- 
liaries to begin the adlion, which they did with great vi- 
gour and refolution ; but were fbon put in diforder by the 
regular and well-difciplined troops of Eugenius, headed by 
, Arbogaftes, who (ignalixed himfelf in a very particular 

manner. Bacurius, however, having rallied the Barbarians, 
led them back to the charge ; and being fupported by Ti- 
mafius and Stilicho, renewed the combat, which lafted till 
night, when both armies retired to their refpeftive camps. 
Bacurius, on this occafion, diftinguifhed himfelf above the 
other commanders, killing great numbers of the enemy 
with his own hand ; but being at length furrounded on all 
fides, he was flain, after having defended himfelf for a long 
time with incredible bravery. Of the Goths, and other 
auxiliaries, above ten thoufand were killed; but of the 
Romans, who fupported them, only a fmall number. 

Eugenius concluding he had gained the battle, and that 
the army of Theodofius was totally defeated, allowed his 
men to retire to their tents, and refrefli themfelves, that 
they might be the better able to purfiie the enemy next 
• morning. In the mean time Theodofius was advifed by his 
generals not to hazard a fecond engagement, but to retrre 
in the. night, repafs the Alps, anddcfer the decifion of 
the war till another campaignT^, againft which time be 

y ZoC p. 777,. '» Ruin lib, i. cap, 19* p» 1^6. libi u* cap, ^i 

might 
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might with cafe recruit hts army, and renew hoftiHties with 
frcfti vigouV. But' the empefor, without regarding their 
remonftrarfces, having aflcmbled his troops by break of ^^^^^'j! 
day, led them iri perfon againft \ht enemy; and entering '' 
their camp by furprize,' put great numbers to the fword^ 
and obliged the reft to fave themfelves by a precipitate and 
' diforderly flight *V Arbogarftes^behaved on this occafion with 
great intrepidity; but in fj)ite6f his utmoft efforts, his troops, 
<)uite diflieartehed, and concluding, from the extraordinary 
violence of-a ftorm j which blew full iri their faces, that hea.- 
verl fou«rht againft them, either fled, or, throwing down their 
arms, fubmitted to -Theodofi us, who received them into 
favour; but at the fame time commanded them to apprehend, 
and deliver up the ufurper. They no fooner received this 
order, than they flew to the rifing ground, where Eugenius 
had pofted himfelf to behold the battle, and was fl:ill wait- 
ing the event. When he obferved them marching haflily 
towards him, he concluded they brought him news of the 
viftory. As they approached he aflced them, whether they 
hard, purfuant to his orders, fecured Theodofius. T^ey 
anfwered, that thiey defpifed the commands of a tyrant and 
ufurper, whom they were come to feize, and deliver to 
their lawful fovereign ; and loading him that inftant with Eugenius 
irons, dragged him, ftripped of all the enfigns of majefty, taken, deli" 
to the emperor ; who reproached him with the murder of Hfl'^/V^ 
Valentinian, with the calamities he had brought upon the fj^put^to 
empire by his unjuft ufurpation, and with putting his con- death fy 
fidcnce in Hercules, in defiance of the only true God; his own 
for on his chief ftandard he had difplayed the image of ^'"•' 
that fabulous deity. Eugenius begged earneftly for his life ; 
but while he lay proftrate at the emperor's feet, his own 
foldiers ftruck^off his head, and carrying it on the point of 
a fpear, fhewed it to thofe who, remaining in his camp, 
had not yet fubihittcd to Theodofius. At that fight they 
w^re all thiinderftruck ; but being at the fame time inform- 
ed, that Theodofius was ready to pardon them, they threw 
.iiown their arms, and fubmitted ^. 

Arbogaftes, the chief author of the death of Valenti- Arhogaftes 
'tiJ^n, and the evils attending it, defpairing of pardon, fled lays violent 
'•16- the mountains ; but finding that diligent fearch was ^f «^' <^^ 
•made after him, he laid violent hands on himfelf. The '^"^-/^'-^' 
chiMren of Eugenius and Arbogaftes, who had attended 
' their parcntsf in this^ wdr, having great icafon to expeft the 

* Zof. p. 77«i b Arabr. V4t, p. 86. Claud. Cohf. Hon. 4. 

p. 41. Ruffin p. i92« •71ieod*.p, 740* SocnHb. V. cap. sf.p. 294, 
Chron, Alex. p. 710* 
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fam^ treatment^ took fanfluary in different chv^'c^^ ' bat 
the pious emperor^ notiatisfied with pardoning them, em« 
braced that opportunity to convert tbem from Paganifm* 
which they profeiTed; to the ChrilUan religion, appointing 
proper perfons to iniiru£t,and convince them .of their errors; 
which they had no fooner renounced, than he took the con- 
:Ferts under his proteQion, put them in pofleilion of their 
paternal eflates, and raifed them to confiderable employ- 
ments ^. The emperor, immediately ^fter his vi£lory ovqr 
Eugenius, fent for his fon Honorius, whom he had left at 
.Conftantinople, under the care of Rufinus, who was there- 
Yr. of Fl. by veiled with almoft ap unlimited power. Before the ar- 
A*n^' rival of the' young prince, Theodofius had removed from 
U C 1 1't* Aquileia to Milan, where he received him and Serena, who 
* came with him, in the great churchy and committed them 

lionarius both to the care of St. Ambrofe ^. 3ere^a was daughter 
declartd ,to Honorius, the emperor's brother. A few days after, he 
T^tt^^il ^^ declared his fon Honorius emperor of the Weft, ai&gning 
ihiWep. hijn Italy, Gaul, Spain,. Britain, Africa, and Weft Ulyri- 
.cum, and appointing Stilicho his firft ^eneralj and prime 
<nini(ler *. With this declaration he .ditpatched Stilicho to 
Home s on which occafion Serena, wboivi Theodofius had 
xn^rried to that general, and who accompanied her huf- 
band to Rome, ihewed a great defire, fays Zofimus« to fee 
the ftatue of Cybele j but ihe was no fooner admitted into 
.the temple than flie fnatched froio ^he gQdde.f$ a necklace 
pf ineftimable v^lue, faying, it became better the niece of 
an emperor than a fenfelefs .ftatue. An old Veftal, who 
was prefent, tranfported with ;zefil, cpyld not forbear ut- 
tering dreadful imprecations s^ainft.Ser^pa, her bu(band, 
;»nd her children; but Serena caufed her to be driven out 
of the teinple, and puniflied for her ^rrog^nce. At the 
(ame time per hufband StiUc)}o comm^pded the thick p}ate(^ 
S& gold, with which theg^tejs pf Jupiter;Capi(oUnu|swere 
covered* to, be takep off, and oot^veyed to his palace. The 
Jlom^n fenate f(?nt deputies to cpngi:atu^te TheodoCus on 
his late vidory, and to folicit vhe,co;ifu|(hip of the e^fuing 
je^r for the two brptbers .piybri)i^ .^nd Prpbifi^s. The 
<mperQr granted tb^ir reque(l> 'Ct^^hprfing thein at: the faaic 
.time iwith gr^at .zeal tp^eripunQe :the Qrrpr^ in whi^ tbqr 
.b^d been Jbrougbt up^ anfl yl^ld to the^qroe.pf ^hat truidi 
;\yhij;;h no^ .gp^e^alLy^evailed. Thi^ j^f as i^eaiad^bfe 
JFpr dreadifi*lc;aj;tKqpak^, wl^ifib mwp felt; ^moft-e wry d$V 

« ,iVnbr«'«.P- »i5.1>. au. #P^. P':Mp» a«i. #^o«i7lt. lib. v. 

cap. ^6. p.^^^. RMiF*%ii.JS;P* 34vP*.i^»> {« &f.Ut^ir« 

p. 773. 

in 



kaJii'H and JVeftern Empire. ^ jai 

\n moft provinces of the ertipirc, from the beginhihg of 
September to the end bi November ; for exceffive atid in^; 
ccflant raitis, which laid whole countries Under -tvater 5 and 
fuch a darknefs as had not happened in the memory of 
ihan ' ; all which the writers of thofe tiroes interpret as 
prognoftics of the great loft the Roman empire Was to fuf- 
tain in the approaching death of the great Theodofius, 

TheodoGus, having reftored tranquility in the Weft, was 
preparing to return to Conftantinople, when he was feized 
with a dropfy, occaHoned by the great fatigues he had uil- 
dergone in the late war «. As foon as he perceived himfelf *^^i^jitts 
in danger, he made his will, by which he divided the em- if'^l^^ 
pirc, bequeathing the Eaft to his eldeft foh Afcadius, and /^^j, ii'j 
the Weft to Honorius. He likewife confirmed the pardon fwochU^ 
which he had granted to all thofe whd had borne amis ^^'»« 
againft him, and remitted a tribute, which had proved very 
burdenfome to the people, charging his fons and fuccefibrs 
to fee hi§ will duly executed with refpefl: to thefd two 
points ^. He died at Milan on the fcventecnth of January Yr. of FU 
of the year 395, two days before he had ended the filcteenth ^45* 
year of his reign, being then at moft in the fiftieth year of tj c ,?^^* 
bis age. St. Ambrofe pronounced his funeral oration, in ' 
which he fuppofes him to enjoy the rewards promifcd in thfe Ihiodqfius 
gofpel to a religious and virtuous life. His body was em^ digs* 
balmed, and conveyed from Milan to Conftantinople, 
where it was interred by Arcadius with extraordinary pomp 
and magnificence on the ninth of November ^ 

As for the charafter of Theodofius, all authors, whether ^w ck^ 
Pagan or Chriftian, Zofimus alone excepted, agree, that he ^^^* 
w^as endowed in an eminent degree with every virtue becom- 
ing a prince, without the allay of one fingle vice. Not to men- 
tion the ecclefiaftic hiftorians, and the two great luminaries 
of the church, 8t. Ambrofe and St. Auftin, who may per- 
haps be thought prejudiced in his favour, as he was a moft 
zealous patron of the orthodox faith, Themiftius, Symma- 
chus, Pacatus, and Viftor the younger, though greatly at- 
tached to the ancient religion of the Romans, which Ineo*^ 
dofi us difcountenanced above all his predeceifors, and en- 
deavoured to fupprefs, propofe him as the pattern of an 
excellent prince % the eminent virtues that fhone in him 
overcoming the prejudice which his zeal for the Chriftian 
religion^ and averfion to the fuperftitious ceremonies of the 

f Mar. Chron. Amb. Serre. de ^verr4 iii« p. 116. s Socn 

lib. V. cap! s6. p* 295. Soz. lib. vii. cap. 28. p. 75s. h Ambr. 

Serm. de Piverf. iii. p, ii;, i Zof. lib* iv. p. 779* Socr. lib. vi. 
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Pagans^ raifed againd him among thpfe wbo, ui i{u;te of 
his lUmoft ciFortSy continued obftiagte io their errors^. 
Thicodofius was natujcally chol^iict and ^pt in th^ firft 
Iranfports of bis pafTion to iflue orders that favoured of 
cruelty. But, as he was foon aj^afed, we have but one 
ioftaiice of their being p4it in executioQ before he had time 
to revoke them ; namely, the horrid maflacre of the inha- 
bitants of Theflak)nica9 who had rourdered in an infurrec- 
tion fiotericuSft the emperor's Heuten^t in lUjricum^ be* 
cauie he refufed to releafe a chariot-driver, whp had been 
imprifoncd for o&tjlng violence to a womax^ of fonpie 4i- 
ftindion. 

When the report of this outrage came to the emperor's 
earsy he 4xrdered all thofe, who had been concerned in the 
murder x>x rioit» to ibe put to death ; biic^ at the intereeffi^n 
^St. Ambro(e, and other biihops aflem})Ied in a fyaod at 
Milan, where the emperor then was, he revoked his orders;, 
and pardoned them. Sonie time after, hi$ miaiflers repr^ 
feuting, ith^ut the Thefialooia^s had beien encouraged to this 
fedition by the top great indulgence he had fliewn to the in- 
habitants of Antioch ; and that, if he fufFered the murder of 
his lieutenant to pafs unpunifhed, his officers for the future 
i^ouU be in continual danger of their Uves, and hinajelf 
Ithtrnqf- «)ifturb^d and alarmed wi^th da^Jy jin^irre&ions ; his wrath 
Jaert of ^j^as again inflsM^^cd to Cuch a 4^Kree, th^ forg^ul of the 
Thefak' promife h« had made tp St.. Ambrofe, he immediately or^ 
*'^^' dered a body of troops to n^arch to Thefialonica, and re- 

venge on the inhabitants the d^j^th of bis li^i^teuaot. The 
foldiers, entering the ^Ity, purfuant to their orders, fur- 
rounded tl^ people, while they w^re airemhle;d ^ bebokl 
the Circ^fian games ; and, attacking them fword in hand, 
without regard tP fe?c, ^ge, or condition, without diftin£Uon 
of guilt or innpcencci cruelly maffacred^ in the fpace of 
three honrs, above feyei^ thoufand perfon?, many qi whom 
were ,ilj?angers come to The£[>lpnica to celebrate the i^orts.. 
"VVben news ;pf this maffacre were brought to Mil^n, St, 
Ambrofe wrote to the emperor, -who had fefjt tj?^t city, iipr 
braiding faiijn with his cruelty, reptefenung the ei^pr^jiity of 
his cr,ime, and eichortipg him to ^tpQ^ for it ))y a fin^c^i^ 
Jin tnfleaiet fubmitTion and repentance^ This remopftra^e the en^pcr 
tifhisfub^ ror received with hami^ation \ and, returning a ii^ 4ay« 
w5^«/fl gfj^y jg Milafl, rcpairc^j. accordifig to Ws cuftogi, to th« 
flineoUhi g'^^^ church, to perform his devotions. But St. Ambrofe, 
€hur€k. meeting him M f hf doot, ydevi^d bit» entrancjr, telling him, 

fc Vide iSym. lib. in. Ep. St. p. 137. Ep- 13. p. 65. Vld. Epit. 
P' 546, 5^7* 

that 
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tiiat he was cut off from the communion bf the faithful, 
and unworthy to appear amopgil them, till he had expiat- 
ed fo public a crime by as public a repentance. To this the 
emperor readily fubmitted ; ^nd, returning to the palace 
with t^ars in his eyesi performed all the duties of an open 
penance^ as enjoined by the canons of the church, 9n4 the 
cuftom of tho& timed. He continued in th^t ftlte for the 
fpace of eight months ; and to ttiake fome aihends for his 
crime, as well as to prevent himfelf and his fucceffors fropi 
being guilty of the like cruelty for the future, he enafted a 
law, or rather enforced the obfervance of an ancient lawj 
importrng, that all criminals (hould enjoy a refpite of thirty 
days, betwixt the time of pronouncing their fentence and 
their execution * (F). 

CHAR 

> Tbeodor. lib. iii, cap* t% Zot- lib. iii* cap, t^i Niceph* lib. xii. 
cap. 40. Amb. Epift. ^8. Aug. de Civit. lib. v. cap.* 16. &c. 
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(F) Among the writer* who 
flouriihed under Theodofius, 
the celebrated orator Symma- 
cfaus dei^rves, botb on account 
of his birth and eloquence^ to 
be mentioned in the fir^ place. 
He was the fon of L. Aure- 
Uu8 Avianus Symmachus, pre- 
feA of Rome. He himfelf was 
high pontiff of the Pagans^ 
4)uasftor, pnecor, corre6^or, or 
governor^ pfLucania and Bru- 
•tium ; proconful of Africa, 
prefe^ hf Rome, and con- 
Ail (i)« He was efleemed the 
xaoi eloquent orator of bis 
time ; but, bis fpeeches not 
meeting with tbe applaufe he 
expe^t^, he applied himfelf 
entirely to the writing of let- 
ters <2}. His fpeeches have 
t>een long (iiice lofl ; but his 
liacters have reached our times, 
and are divided into ten books* 
They were carefully prcfervcd 
by )>is amanuen(b, and one of 



his friends, named £Ipidius^ 
and publiflied after his death by 
his ibh (3). Prudeatius, who 
wrote againft him, while he waa 
living, on occaiion of his en-^ 
deavouring to perfuade the em- 
peror to reftore the altar of 
Vidtory, extols his eloquence, 
and compares it to a golden fpade 
made ufe of to dig up ordure 
(4). Macrobius compares his 
elegant and florid %le, as he 
terms it, to that of Piiny the 
younger, and equals him, in 
that refpedt, to the beft writers 
of antiquity (5). 

The Latin poet Rufus Feitua 
Avienus is fuppofed to have 
flouriihed under Theodofius^ 
beeaufe he infcribed a work to 
Probus, the conful, whom mod 
writers take to be the celebrat- 
ed Probtis, who died not long 
before the year 395 ^•6). Sh 
Jerom, in his comments on the 
£piftle to Titus, writes, that the 



(i) Sym. lib. ix* Epift. 41. p. 31. Cod. Theod. tit. 6. p. 386. 
{z)Syv(k hb>iv.plp. 49. p. 15^ & lib. viij. Ep.*8. p. 335. (3) Idem, 
iib. lii. p. 1 01. U lib. v. £p' P3, S4. p. aso. (4) Prud.in Sym. lib. i. 

9,^y & lib.;i, p. 295. (§) Macr.iib. v. cap. i. p. 364. (6) Vo0*« 

ili. Lat. lib. ii. cap. 9. p. aoa. 
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CHAP- LXIII. 

The.HiJiory of the Eajlern and JVeJtern Empiref 
from the Death of Theodofus the Great to the 
taking of Rome thefrft Time by the Goths. 

fTTIHEODOSIUS divided, as we have obferved above, 
j|^ the empire, at his death, between his two fons Ar- 
cadius and Honorius ; but, as they were too young to go- 
vern, Arcadius being but eighteen years old, and Honorius 

not 



phenomena of Aratus had been 
lately tranflated by Avienus (7) ; 
which work, together with his 
tranflation of Dionyfius's de- 
fcription of the world, and a 
third poem by the fame author 
on the fea-coafls, has reached 
our times. To the fame Avie- 
nus or Avianus are generally 
afcribed the fables of ^fop in 
Latin verfe, and the whole hi- 
jftory of Livy in iambics ; but 
the latter laborious perform- 
ance, which is mentioned by 
Servius, has been long iince 
loft (8). ViiSor, the hiftoriari, 
who clofes his hiftory with a 
kind of panegyric on Theodo- 
lius, is thought to have lived in 
his time, and to have written 
ibon after the death of that 
prince (9) . The name of Sep- 
tus Aurelius Vidtor is comfnon 
to him with anothec hiftorian, 
who fiourifhed in the reign of 
the emperor Valens ; but from 
him he is diftinguiihed by the 
furname of junior^ or the 
younger: in fevcral manufcripts 
he is ftyled Vidorius or Vidlo- 
riuus, and under both thefe 



names he is quoted by Paul us' 
Diaconus (i). He wrote the 
Roman hiftory ; but what has 
reached our times is but an 
abridgment of his work, and 
thence called' Vi£lor*8 epitome 
(2), The Notitia, orftateof 
the provinces of the empire, 
publiftied by Surita, with the 
Itinerary of Antoninus, isfup- ^ 
pofed to have been written in 
the time of Theodofius; for 
mention is made there of the 
provinces of Arcadia in Egypt, 
and Honorias in Pontus, fo 
ftyled from that prince's two 
fons, and no notice is taken of 
feveral other provinces formed 
by Arcadius after the death of 
his father (3). The five books 
of Flavins Vegetius Renatus 
on the military art, are addreff- 
ed to the emperor, by whofe 
order the author undertook that 
work (4). But that prince is 
fometimes named Vaientinian, 
and fometimes Theodolius (c)« 
The philofopher Theroiftius 
flouriftied under Theodofius, 
and was no lels efteemed by the 
Greeks than Symmachus by 



(7) HIcr. in Tit. i. p. 248. (8) Vaff. Poet. Lat. p. 56. 
Hift. Lat. lib. ii. cap. it. p. 221. (1) Idem ibid. 

£ptt. p. 531. . (3) Vide Norif. Epoch, p. 298, 304. 
lib. i. p. 13. iSc lib. ii. p. 30. (5} Idem, p. la* 



(9)Voff 
(2) Vi^, 
(4) Vcj. 

the 



EafterH and Wejlern Empire. 



325 

not yet eleven, he committed the former to the care of Ru- Rufi^us 
finus, and the latter to that of Stilicho "*. Rufinus was a prime mu 

native '''/'''? 

» Orof. lib. vii. p. 221. Ambr. Serm. de Diverf. p. 117. Zof. 
p. 780. 



the Latins. Gregory Nazian- 
zen ftyles him the king of elo- 
quence ; and adds, that he ex- 
celled in every thing, but moO:- 
ly in the art of fpeaking (6). 
When he was very young, he 
wrote comments on Ariflotle 
for his private ufe ; but nevcr- 
thelefs they were publiihed, 
and met with great applaufe 
(7). His comments on Ari- 
flotle, and his notes on Plato, 
were extant m the time of 
Photius, who dyles them an 
ufeful work ( 8) . He firft taught 
the philofophy of Pythagoras,, 
of Plato, and of Ariitotle ; but 
preferred the latter (9). He 
had an incredible number of 
^ifciples; and a philofopher 
of Sicyon in Peloponnefus, who 
had iiudied under lamblichus, 
ient him all his at once (i). In 
the year 355^ Conftanti us creat- 
ed him fenator of Conftanti- 
nople, and wrote a letter in his 
commendation to the fenate of 
that city (2). Two years after, 
that prince caufed a flatue to 
be erected to his honour (;). 
Julian wrote frequently to him 
ID the time of his difgrace; 
and, being created Csfar, an- 
fwered by a long letter that 
which Themiftius had written 
from ConHantinople, encourag- 
ing him to aniwer the mighty 



expe6btions the world enter- 
tained of him ^4). Upon the 
acceflion of Jovian to the em- 
pire, Themiflius was deputed 
to the new prince by the fenate 
of Conftantinople, to congra- 
tulate him in their name ; on 
which occafion he pronounced, 
or intended to pronounce, the 
oration which has reached Our 
times (5) with feveral difcourfes 
pronounced by him before Va- 
lens^ who heard him at leaft 
once every year (6). He 
was with that prince in 369, 
when he concluded ^ peace 
with the Goths, to which the 
philofopher pretends to have 
greatly contributed (7). He at- 
tended Valens into the £a{l, and 
in the Perfian war in 372 (8). 
Theodofius raifed him, in 384, 
to the dignity of prefect of Con- 
ilantinople, and once had fome 
thoughts of committing to his 
care the education of his fon 
Arcadius (q)« It is evident 
from his writings that he pro- 
fefled Paganifm, though he was 
no fanatic. 

Eunapius, who compofedthe 
lives of the fophiflsof the fourth 
century, was a native of Sardes, 
the metropolis of Lydia ; but 
ftudied at Athens, for five years, 
under Proerfes, profeflbr of elo* 
quence in that city. He re* 



(6) Grcgor. Nazicnx. cp. cxxxix. p. 865. (7) Idem. Orat. 

jLXvW, p. 353. Orat. xxiii. p. 294, 295. (8) Phot, cap 73, p. 164, 
(9) Idem. Orat. xxiii. p. 298. & Orat. Conft. p. 22. (1) Idem. 

Orat. xxiii. p. 295. (2) Orat. Conft. p. 18. (3) Themift. Orat^ 
iv. p. 54. (4) Julian, ad Themift. p. 479. («) Themift. Orat. v. 
(6) Idem. Orat. x. p. 129. (7) Idem. ibid. p. 133. & 

(8) Idem. ibid. (9) Themift. Orat. xvii. 
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Orat. xiii. p. |66* 

j>. 115. 
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J26 flke Ifijory of ihi 

natiire of«Eaufe \t Osifcorty *. He appeared irft at eotfff 
in the reign of Th^ofius, Whp^ faviitg pleafed H^ith bif 
uncommon addrefs and extraordinary qualities, raifed him, 
about the year 390, to the poft of magifter officiorumy to 
fhe confular dignity in 392, and the fame year to tbat of 
prefect of the Eafti leaving him at Conftantinople^ veftej 

ft Claud, in Ruf. Hb, i. p. tt» ti* 



turned afterwards to L3^dia, and 
faught rhetoric. He applied 
himfelf iikewifb to the ftudy of 
phyfic, ahd to that of magic, 
finder Chryfaiithifs^ who had 
inarried his couftm He was 
initiated in the royfltries of 
Eleufina^ and blindly attached 
to all the ceremonies of the Pi<* 
gan fu^rftitioii ( 1 ) By Chij* 
fanthus h^ was induced to write 
fhe lives of the fdphifts ; which 
Work he begins with the life of 
Plotinus, who iouriftied in the 
middle of t}!e third century. 
From Piotiqus he proceeds to 
the lives of Porphyrius, of 
lamblichuB, and his diiciples, 
Who were all addided to thjp 
Hiidy of magic, ai eyWently 
Appears from the j|Ccount he 
gives us of them (i). He comr 
piled the biftory of the empe- 
iors, Which confided of fourteen 
books, and extended from the 
beginning of the reign of Clau* 
dius, the fucceflbr of Gallienus, 
Where the biftory of Dej^ippus 
^nded, to the death of Eudoxia^ 
the wife o^ Arcadius ; that is, 
frc^m the year 268 to 404 (3). 
His life of the emperor Julian 
was rather a panegyric than a 
biftory (4). Some fragments 
fif this biftory are ftill to bp 

(i) Eunap. cap. %. p. 8a. 102. 103. Phot. cap. 77. p. i^.^. Jonf. 
lib. iii. cap. 17. p. 196— -299. (a) Eunap. cap. a». p. 144. 

•(3} Phot, ibi^. !^unap. p. 75. (4) Ibid. cap. 8. p. 82. Tbtmift. 
prat. (5) Snid. p. 1099. ±237. (6) VotT. flift. Grac. lib. ii« 

rap, 18. p. a5i« (7) Phot. .cap. 98. p. 17S1. (8) Idem ibid. 

fuTd. p. 1515. (9) Ibid.p. 4«4 &1307. . (1} Idem ibid; 

(%) Idem ibid. U Jonf. lib, iii. c^gp. a. p. 215^* 



found in 8uidas (Of ^d la th« 
abftradts of Conftanti&«i Por«' 
phyrogenitus on embaffies* YdT* 
£tts Writes, that the entire biff 
tory of Etinapiutf is lodged 14 
the public library of Venice (6)* 
The hitlory of S^oimus is bot 
an abridgment of that of £u* 
capitis (7), They Were both 
declared enemies to the Chrif* 
tian princes^ efpecially to Con* 
ftantme the Great, though £u^ 
liapius retrenched, in the fe^ 
cond edition of his work^ moft 
of the invedives againft the 
Chriftians, which he had, in* 
ferted in the firft (8)» The 
two philofophert Pappus and 
Theo flouriined at Aiexindrii 
in the reign of Theodofius* 
The former wrote a general de* 
fcription of the earthy a trcatife 
on the rivers of Lydia, and 
fpme other book9 on different 
fiabjedfe (9). Theo, or TheoD| 
belonged to the Mufeum, f;nri 
Suidas (i); that as, to the io* 
ciety of learned men who coro- 
pofed the* academy of Al^an* 
dria. He wrote a book on the 
overflowing of the Nile, and 
others on mathematics, arith* 
metic, aftrology, on Ptolemy's 
canon, and op other fubjefU (a}* 
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^jmh almoft an abfolute and unlimited power, yvhtn hd 
inarched rftto the Weft in 394 to mate war on Eagenius •. 

Rufinus was well-fliaped, tall, of a graceful mien, antf Hhchi^ « 
fprightly genius ^ He profeffcd the Chriftiati religion, and ^^^^^ 
tiras baptized iii 394, on the folemrt cbnfecration' af s 
church which he had buih, together with a palace, near 
Cbalccdon «. He could never have gained the efteem and 
confidence of TheodoGus, without the appearance, at Jeaft, 
of piety, joined to his uT^common talents. St. Ambrofc 
ranked him among his friends, and was glad to fee hint 
preferred '. He lived in great iritimacy with Symmachu^, 
if the laft letters of that writer'^s third book are, as they are ' 
Commonly believed, addrcffed to him. In thofc letters 
Symmachus commends his Ihrely genius, his eloqutrtce, 
and the delicacy of his raillery •. He likewife ettols his 
virtue, his fincerity and difintereftcdnefs, and the pcnetra* 
tion of TheodoGus in chooGng fo worthy a minlfter. Btit 
the fame writer cenfures him more after his death, than h<4 
Iiad flattered him in his life-time. Claudian charges hifri 
with avarice, ambition, cruelty, pcrfidioufnefs, and all the 
crimes and evil qualities of which human nature is 6apa«i> 
tie. Suidas and ZoGmus fpeafe of him as a great diffem* 
Wer, and one who trampled under-foot all laws, both hu* 
Ittan and divine, when thcv ftood in the way of his ua- 
fcoonded ambition, and infatiable avarice. St. Jerom like- 
wife charges him with avarice ; Orofius, Philoftorgius, and 
fifarcellinus in his chronicle, accufe him of having excited 
the Barbarians againft the empire, in order to raife himfelf, 
in that confufion of affairs, to the fovereignty. St. Am- 
brofe reproaches him, in Theodoret, as the author of the 
maflacre of the inhabitants of Thefl^lonica *. ZoGmus at 
cribes to his treachery the death of Promotus, killed by the 
Barbarians, and the downfal and misfortunes of Tatianus, 
and his fon Proculus " ; but other writers queftion the in- , 
nocence both of the father and fon, as we have already 
obferved. 

Strlicho, who ruled with no Icfs abfolute power in the StiUcA9 
Weft under Honorius, than RuGnus did in the Eaft ^^^^^ ^af^fj'u\ 
Arcadius, was a Vandal ; whence he -is ftyled by St. Jerom "i,^,,^^ 
a Demi-barbarian ^. Claudiani who was no lets partial in 

• Zof. lib. if. p. 77^. Cod. T heod, tit. f. p. jSa. Arahr. ep, 
50. p. 30^ P Philoi^. lib. xi. cap. ;« p« 32S. Spa. lib. viii. 

cap. 17. p. 780. qPallad. Hift. Lauf. dp. 12. p. 915* « Amb, 
«p. 50. p. 309. » Syram. lib. iii. cp. 82, 83. 88. p. 137, « Theo- 
tfm-. lib. V. cap. 17. p. 7*8. « Zof. lib. iv. p. 77 ^' w Hicr. 
#p. 11. p. 93. Val. Rcr. Ffanc. lib. i. p. 10^ 0#of« lib. vii* cap, 
y8« p. zx^, 

y4 b« 
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bis favour than prejudiced againft his rival Rafitius^ meii«* 
dons none of his anceftor9, befides his father, who had a 
Oh tku* confiderable command in the army under Valens ^. Stili- 
TMSitf cho bimfelf bore arms from his childhood^ and rofe by de*^ 
grees to the pod of magifter utriufque militise, that is, ge- 
neral both of the horfe and foot ^. He commanded the 
Roman'.troops, according to Zofimus, for the fpace of twenty- 
three year$, and attended Theodofius in all his wars. That 
prince muft have entertained a great opinion of him, fince 
tie preferred him to all thofe who courted his niece Serena, 
whom he had adopted after the death pf her father Hono- 
rlus. By her Stilicho had a fon, named Eucherius, bom 
at Rome in 3891 while Theodofius was in that city, and 
two daughters, Maria and Thermantia, of whom we (ball 
have frequent occafion to fpeakin the fequel of our hiftory. 
Theodofius would not have honoured Stilichp with his alli^ 
;^noe, had he not profefTed the Chriftian religion ; but^ as he 
is more commended by the Pagan than Chriftian writers, 
^d his fon Eucherius openly declared himfelf againft 
Chriftianity, we cannot, upon the bare teftimony of fiaro- 
pius, believe him to have been, not only a zealous but a 
pious Chriftian. Zofimus writes, that, during the time he 
. commanded the Roman armies, he never fold any military 
employments, or deprived the foldiers of the leaft ftiare of 
their pay. The fame writer ejftols his moderation, in not 
preferring his fon Eucherius to any confiderable employ- 
ments, though he b^d a juft title to the firft in the ftate. 
But other writers * charge him even with a defign of raifing 
his fon to the empire, and depofing bis lawful fovereign 
Honorius, his ward and bis lon^in-law ; for that prince 
married fucceflively both Stilicho's daughters. Zofimu^ 
endeavours to clear him from this charge ; but at the fame 
time owns him to have been in the higheft degree corrupt 
and partial in the adminiftration of juftice ; to have coun- 
^nanced thofe whp plundered the provinces, provided they 
fliared the fpoils with them ; and to have in a ftiort time 
acquired, by the moft unlawful means, immenfe riches ^ 
Upon the death of Theodofius, i^rcadius, to whom the 
Eaftern provinces bad been allotted, proceeded immediately 
^o Conftantinqple, while Honorius continued at Milan, to 
awe with his prefence the Barbarians inhabiting the coun- 
tries bordering on Rhaetia, who were in arms, and ready to 
break into the empire. As Honorius was but a child, and 
Arcadius a youth, without either p^rts or experience, both 

> Claud* de Laud. Sdlic* lib. ii. p. 124. r Profp. lib.iii. cap. 3S. 
p. 1 5p. Qrut. p. 1 1^, ? Phil^ft. p. 461. 4^5. ^ Zof. 
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princes I)ore only the name of emperors, the whole power 
being lodged in Rufinus and Stilicho, of whom the former, 
ruled with abfolute domii^n in the £afi, and the other do- 
mineered in the Weft. 

Thefe two minifters agreed in plundering, the provinces, BotAmim* 
s^nd impoverifliing whole nations* to enrich themfelves } A''' «^r/# 
but at the fame time jealous of each other's grandeur, ^fP^^der^ 
neither of them thought himfelf fafe, while his rival con- ^f. **' 
tinned in power. Stilicho . pretended, that Theodofius, 
when dving, had committed both princes, and the manage- 
ment 01 the affairs of both empires to his care ; hence, con- 
fidering the power which Rufinus enjoyed in the Eaft as a 
mere usurpation, he was conftantly meditating in what 
manner he might compafs his ruin, and engrofs the whole 
authority to himfelf "• On the other hand, Rufinus, not Ri^ma 
fetisfied to rule under Arcadius, began to afpire to the fo- ofpirest^ 
vereignty ; and thinking the readiefl way to attain it, was ^^f /****- 
to marry his daughter to the young prince, who, he ima^ ^^S"^* 
gined, would not think it any difparagement to aiTume his 
father*in-law for his colleague, he caufed overtures con- 
cerning this match to be made with the utmoft fecrecy ; 
which, however, foon became the public talk, and height- 
ened the averfion which the people had already conceived 
againft him, on account of his arrogance, avarice, and ar- 
bitrary procedings. While this affair was in agitation, Eu- 
cherius, the emperor's uncle, thinking himfelf ill treated 
by Lucianus, count of the Eaft, complained to Arcadius, 
who eaft the whole blame upon Rufinus, by whofe intereft 
he had been raifed to that poft. Lucianus was the fon of 
Florentius, prefeft of Gaul in the latter end of the reign of 
Conftantius ; and, haying purchafed the favour of Rufinus, 
by prefenting him with rich poffefiions, had been recom- 
mended to the emperor, who made him count of the Eaft, 
in which office he is faid to have acquitted himfelf with the 
greateftjuftice, moderation, and integrity; infomuch that 
be refufed even to comply with a requeft of the emperor's 
uncle, which appeared inconfiftcnt with equity. This re- Aremark* 
fpfal being mifreprefented to Arcadius, Rufinus, inftead of abii in- 
prote£ting one who had purchafed his favour at fo great 2i fi^^^^ of 
price, left Conftantinople, without imparting his defign ; ^^J^]j j 
and, haftcning to Antioch with a fmall retinue, entered that ^rSitrarjl 
city in the dead of night, caufed Lucianus to be appre- procted- 
bended, and, when he was brought before his tribunal, wgs* 
commanded him, though no one appeared againft him, to 
}^ beat with leaden balls faftened to cords, till he expired. 

^ Claud. Ia Ruf. lib. ii. p. ao. 2f conC Hon. 3. p. 3S« 
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ThistnrWoosexeeoHcm highly provoked the inhabitants 
of Atttiocb i and Rofinus,, to appeafe them^ ordered a mag- 
nificent portico to be buiit» which was deemed the moft 
ftately edifice in all Syria ^.^ 

From Antioch Humus returned to Conftantlnople, pleaf- 
ing himfelf Wfth the thoughts of his future affinity with the 
empemr^ but, upon his arritaf, he found Arcadius im- 
moteably determined to marry Eudoxia, who ha:d been pro- 
pofed by the eomicfa Eutropius ; and siccordingfy the nop- 
riakr were edebt^tetf on the twenty-feventh of April, of the 
year 39 J, to the great difappointmcnt of Rufinas *. Eo- 
doxia w^s a Fr:ink^ the daughter of the famous count and 
general Bautb, who had been confut in 385, and not of the 
cmpcfof Gratian, or of the famous general Protnotus, as 
foftte h^te advanced without fufficient grounds ^ As fhe 
w^ z woman of great addrcfs, of a haughty and imperious 
ttfmper, fhe foon gained an abfolute may over the weak 
prince her hufband '. Some writers have qaeftioned her 
modefty ; but from that charge (he is cleared by others, 
though all agree in accufing her of infatiable avarice, which 
often ptompted her to moft flagrant a£ts of injuftice. 
However, flic had fome outward appearance of piety \ fa- 
voured the Catholics, and fliewf d great refpcft to the pre- 
lates and clergy. Having prevailed upon the emperor to 
demoiifh the temple of Marnas, and other temples at Gaza, 
Ihe built in that city a moft ftately and magnificent church, 
which from her was called Eudoxiana. Hence St, Chry- 
ibftom t^biicly commended her as the Mothei* of the 
Church, the Patronefs of the Saints, and the Support of 
the Poor •. But the cruel per fccution (he afterwards raifed 
9gainft her panegyrift, has rendered her name infamous in 
the hiftory of the church, 

Rufinus found himfelf difappointed as to the marriage of 
his daughter, and his alliance with the imperial family; and 
art the (ame time dreaded the credit of tne eunuch £utro« 
piers; but mofe the arms of Stilicho, who pretended to have 
been appointed byTheodofius guardian to both his children, 
and was preparing to march into the £aft» to difpofiefs his 
rival of the authority he had ufurped. In order therefore 
to defeat the defigns of Stilicho, and to have an opportunity 
of getting rid of Eutropius, and cycn of feizing theibvereigrf 
power, he rcfohed to fet all in a flame, and involve me 
whole empire in the utmoft confufion ^ With this view 

c Zof. lib. V. p. 7So« 7S1, < CbrofK Alex. p. 710. • Vld* 

Val. Rer. Franc, lib. ii. p. 65. Philoft. lib. xi. cap^6. p, 5*9, f Cc- 
dren. p. 334* sChryC tom. iv.p. 85). *« ciot Kb. vii, 

^^ yj- ?• S2t. C^uil. in Ruf. lib. ii. p# ao. 

to 
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lie priTately inftigated hf his emiffaries the Hunn9, who pe-* Rujin^t 
netrated as far as Antioch^ deftroying all with fire and {^^otd, fin up the 
and committing unbeard->of cruelties *. At the fame thne ^^"^^ *.*' 
he ericouraged the famous Alaric to join his countrymen ^^ j|J^'*" 
the Goths, and other Barbarians, in order to invade Greece, emfin. 
afluring bim,tfaat he ihould meet with no oppofitidn. Ala- 
ric at that time commanded a body of Goths in the Roman 
ferrice ; bnt being diffatisfied that he had been rewarded 
with no higher preferment, fince he had diilingniflied him* 
£^If in the late war with Eugeniui, he readily clofed with 
the propofal of Rufinus. Being by him fttpplied with large 
fumsi he sflembled an incredible number of Barbarians of 
different nations \ and, putting himf(plf at their bead, ra- 
vaged all Thrace, Pannonia, Macedon, and Theflaiy. 

As he approached the famous Stretghts of Tbermopylse, 
Gerontitts, who guarded them, and was privy to the wicked 
defigns of his patron Rufinus, immediately withdrew, and 
opened a free paflage for the Barbarians into Greece } which DreaJfii 
tney ravaged with incredible fury, putting thofe to the (word f^'^^fs 
who offered to oppofe them, and fending into their refpec* a?^??'*' 
tive countries all the women and children that fell intq their G^fjif |^^ 
bands, together with the whole wealth of that opulent pro* dgr tig 
irince. As Antiochus, at that time proconful of Achaia, cunduanf 
and another of Rufinus's creatures, did not offer to oppofe ^V'^* 
f hem, they over-ran the whole country, rifling the teniples^ 
pillaging the cities, and committing fuch devaftacions, at 
were felt by the unhappy inhabitants for many years after. 
The whole country between Dalmatia, the Adriatic Guif|» 
and the Eu^ine Sea^ was laid wafte, and turned into ade** 
fert, the inhabitants concealing themfelves in dens and 
eaves, through fear of being either inhumanly murdered, or 
carried into captivity. The city of Conflantinople itfelf was 
|n a manner fa«fieged» parties of the Barbarians advancin|^ 
with great bddnefs to the very gates of that metropolis. Ru« 
finus, attired after the Gothic manner, went out, as he faid, 
fo treat with them) and was received by the Barbarians with 
extraordinary marks of ei^osm \ which confirmed the fufpi^ 
fion moft peqple entertained of his treachery ^. 

While Ibefe things pafied in the Eaft, Stilicho was bofied stiUtk9 r#. 
pn the bank of the Rhine, in renewing the ancient alliances ntwstkg 
of the Roman people with the Franks, and other German ^ndemt «^ 
nations ; a taik which he had no (ooner perfornicd, than ^^''l'b 
he refolved to march to the fuccour of Greece \ in which cgrma^ 
undertaking he embarked the more readily, as he hoped to natms. 

I Boer. lib. vi. cap. 1. p. 300. So?. Ub. viii. cjip. 1. p. 753. 
p Zof. p. 783. Claud, in Ruf. lib. ii. p. tu Pfailoft. p. 154* 

have 
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. have an opportunity of roining Rufinus, and getting .tlie 
whole power of both empires into his own hands. 
SttUcho Leaving therefore Gaul about the end of the fpring, he 

marchts /• proceeded with all the Weftern troops, and thofe likcw>fe 

*9fGr!iL ^^ *^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^* '"^ *^ ^^^ ^^^'^^ *^^ Atk^t 
^ ^' ' of Eugenius. He marched, according to Claudian, over the 

AlpS} no doubt, the Julian Alps, and confequently through 

Dalmatia. The Barbarians, hearing of his arrival in thofe 

parts, refolved to make a (land in ThefTaly, and with this 

view colleAed into one body all their troops that were dlf- 

i>erfed about the country. Stilicho was already within a 
mall diftance of the enemy's armv, and his men exprefied 
great eagernefs to engage them, wnen Rufinus, concloding, 
that, if the Barbacians were overcome and reprefled, the 
ftorm would fall upon his own head, prevailed upon Arca- 
Mi is or» dius to (end for the Oriental troops* Accordingly an offi- 
^"■^^ cer was difpatched to Stilicho, with a peremptory order from 
^//l^n?*^/* ^^^ emperor to fend them immediately, and return with the 
li/ ff^efi. reft into the Weft. Stilicho was greatly furprifed at this 
order, which he thought, fnatched out of his hands a cer* 
tain vi£tory, and expofed the empire to imminent danger. 
However, not daring to difobey, he not only fent the troops, 
but half the trcafure which Theodofius had left ^ In dif- 
miffing the forces, he appointed Gaines, a Goth, and his 
intimate friend, to condudi them to Conftantinople, after 
having imparted his defign of difpatching Rufinus, and, no 
doubt, encouraged him to feize the firft opportunity that 
might offer to put it in execution. ' 

Under his conduA the army arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Conftantinople on the twenty-feventh of November y and 
the emperor, according to cuftom, went in perfon to meet 
them, attended by Rufinus, who, as he had gained over 
fomeof the chief officers to proclaim him emperor on thisoc- 
cafion, had already prepared the purple, the diadem, and the 
donative for the loldiery. The army received the emperor 
JfMfi^ut with all the refpe£l due to the fon of Theodofius the Great; 
murdtre^t but at the fame time, upon a fignal given by Gainas, they 
fell upon Rufinus, and cut him in pieces, while he was 
prelfing Arcadius to declare him his colleague °*. This tranf- 
aAion nappened, according to Claudian, at the palace of 
Hebdomon, where the emperors of the Eaft were ufually 
crowned. After his death, they cut off his head» and put- 
ting a ftone in his mouth to keep it open, they bore it on 

1 Claud. Conf. Hon 4. p. 50, 51. & Laud. Stil. lib. i. p. i»8i 129. 
& lib. ii. p. 135* Ruf lib. ii. p. 12. Zof. p. 78117^3. n Sgcr. 

p. 300. Fhiloft. p. s%8. (:bron. Alex. p. 710. Claud, in Ruf. litv 
ii- p. »9- 
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the point of a fpear to ConftantinopJe, where it was received 
with the greateft demonftrations of joy ■. They likewife 
cut off his right-hand, and, carrying it about the ftreets of 
Conftantinople, afked alms for the infatiable Rufinus, re- 
duced to beggary. By this artifice they collefted confider- 
able fums, every one being glad to reward, with fome fmall 
acknowlegement, thofe who had contributed to the death of 
a perfon they fo much abhorred 0. His eftatc and effcfts ^"^^Z' 
were confifcated; and the decree iffued on that occafion was ^^j^^^^"* \ 
fent to Rome, where the people exprefled the greateft joy 
at the death and deferved end of that infatiable robber, to 
ufe the expreffiqn of Symmachus, who had plundered the 
world P. His wife and daughter, fearing they fliould fall 
a facrifice to the fury of the people, took faiiftuarv in a 
church, whence they were fuffered to retire to Jerulalem, 
where they fpent the reft of their days. 

Neither Stilicho, nor the empire, gained any thing by the He i$fuc* 
death of Rufinus, be being fucceeded, not only in his power ^^f^^ »« 
and employments, but in his cruelty, avarice, and other de- ^'^J^'^ 
teftable qualities, by the eunuch Eutropius, who had con- pioyments 
curred with Stilicho in all his meafures againft their common hy Euiro* 
rival. Eutropius was by birth an Armenian, by condition a ^<«'« 
flave ; and had been made an eunuch foon after his birth, ^t^' 
eunuchs being then more in requeft, and confequently more g^pi^y^ * 
advantageous to the feller, than common ilaves. He had fre- memtSf and 
quently changed mafters, having been often bought and fold. charaSerl 
When he was advanced in yearSj a foldler, named Ptolemy, 
gave him as a prefent to his general Arintheus, who was 
famous under Valens : Arintheus prefented his daughter 
with him when Ihe was married, to comb her hair, and per- 
form fucb-like mean offices about her; which when he could 
no longer difcharge on account of his age, (he gave him his 
liberty. Being now his own mafter, he found means to get 
into the court, where he was employed in the lowcft offices, 
till he was raifed by the intereft of Abundantius, who was 
conful in 393, to a more creditable pofl: % Theodofius au- 
thorifed him in 392, to confult the holy hermit John in the 
wildernefs of Thebais^ That prince feems to have repofed 
fome confidence in him. After the marriage of Arcadius 
^th Eudoxia, he was made, no doubt at her recommenda- 
tion, great chamberlain, and, upon the death of Rufinus, 
Fcfted with the fame power and authority which that minif* 

» Philoft. p. 518. Hier. ep. 3. p. 26. Claud, in Ruf. lib. ii. p. jr. 
AfteriiOrat. iv. p. 76. * Hier. Philoft. Zof. ibid. P Symm. 
)ib. iv. ep. T5. p. 13a. ^ Claud, in Eutrdp lib. i. p. 49. 95—97. 

' Soz. lib. vii. cap. 22 • p* 740* 

ter 
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^ bad enjoyed % Rufinus feemed to fanrive in fliis wicked 
evaucJi, who was, according to Eunapius, ^ declared enc-* 
my to virtue) 9ad every virtuous man ^ That writer, after 
having drawn his portrait in the blackeft colours, coneludea, 
that he has not painted him fuch as he really was, there 
being no crime with which he might not defervedly charge 
hinif He furpafled in avarice Eufinus bimfelf, ezpofiiig to 
' public fale the chief employmeots, ^nd entertaining an in- 
credible number of informers to accufe persons po&flcd of 
cftates \ by which means he conveyed the whole wealth of 
the empire into his own coffers : the prifons, and places of 
baniflimentt were filled with unhappy exiles, gripped of 
their weald), the wly crime fpr which they had been con- 
demned* h% Arcadius was a prince of very (lender parts, 
be fuflFe/ed himfelf tp be entirely goyerved by this wicked 
minifter, not daring to enquire into hia coadud, or aittei>d 
10 diofe who had the courage to complain of hin ariMtrary 
proceeding^. However, by feverai la^^9*s of jChis year, be 
confirmed tbofe that had been eoaded by hjs fathier jagsdnft 
bejr^tic^ " • and by iooe addrefied to Marc^llas, then magiC- 
iter oficiorw^f he commanded that oflScer {bo exandine, vkb 

fr^at ^j^^ whether any employment's at count wer« held bf 
eretiQS, and not pnly to (Ufmifsi hut to banifli fuch as he 
fiiould diA^Pv^r in the j>ala<ce, with thofe who h»4 recom^ 
jipend^ jbbem. 
%^)ifh$ f^ . In the conrfe of next y^ar, Sti}icbo, w]^ W^f returned to 
2'^y%^IJUly wHh tlie Weftern troops, fet o#*t ^ain to fvceo^r 
Orttc^ G^ecc, reduced to a mpft deplorable condition by Atarie, 
^nd tl^e J3arbarian3 under hi^ ^mm^nd.* He j$^bar)ied on 
lh« AdAaM:ic f>ea ; andi landii^ without ^ppj^tion in Pelo^ 
poi^nefi^s, wJ off grea^ numi^ers pf the ^e^i^my in yarions Aic- 
tCfffj^Mjl e^ountersi and, in the end, obliged thf^m to retire 
tQ a^noUQjtain in Ar{:adi9» nap^i^d PhQlqe,)»j: a fmall diftaaee 
Yr. of ^1. frAW Pifa. Tber^ he endofed them ^^ aU Wes, ycut off 
»846. th^r /t;0mip*ini<:atioo iprijth th^ n^ighb^wio^ country, and 
A.I). 396. ^^^ tw^nipd tfce Q0iM<^ cif the river -that jFupplied th^m wkh 
• •' ^^ water v. Bvrf wheii h^ j^^d^bem <;hu^ \^ feis ppwer, he bA^ 
Butfifftrs fcred thpra^o efcape, I9 r^^iif? put gf iVlpppn^nefus, and to 
Aiaric to piUagc Efitf Hs in ih^ir r^trgat (C)^ jiopn aftrr, Aiaric was 

i/cafe. bjr^ 

» Zof* pt. 7«i. PhUoft. Itb. x\. cap. <. p. jiS. Suid. p. ipj^. 
< Eunap. p. 183. « Co«l. T4ieod. Ub.ii/tit. 9. leg.t. p. 133. 

& lib. xvi. tit 5, leg. 25. p. 142, 144.* w Zof.lib. v. p. 784, 

Q^acl. conf. Hon. 4- p. 40; 

(C) Orofius fupppfes Iftm to atid therefore thinks him nolefs 
have counived at their efcape, guilty than Rufinus, who firi( 

excited 
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by Ar^ii^, or ratker by his governor Eutxopius, ^pjwwited 
cojpw^^der of th^ troops in Eaft lllyricw», whiph cbnjpxifedr 
Grecfre^ as we wad in Claudian '. 

Though Stilicho immediately retijred with bis troops SHliehrat 
i^Am Greece, purfuast to the oiders of ArcadMja» yet that the infiiga^ 
prince^ in ot>ediencc to the injuiK^iopd of £i»tropiu3^ cawf- ^^«» ?/-£»• 
ed him to be declared a public enemy by a iplemjo decree ^2J^'' ^' 
of the fenate of Conftantinople y, ordering at the fame pMk^ 
Ume all the lands and palaces be had in the Eaft to be (eiz^d mm^ 
and /cpn^fcated ^ Eutropins, not fatisfied with haTiog die- 
fcatied the meafm^s of Stilichoi a/piring to the fame poft 
i^ tbff court of ArcadittSy which he helcf ip that of Hono- 
riu^ refolvied to remove all thofe out of tbe way> in whom 
Ai>padiiis £pemed to repofe any confidence. He began 
wiik Ab^ndanti^$9 4>y whofe means he bad bee^ firft raifed 
gt qoort* Abundantms had ferved in the army with great 
r^utal^n in the time of Gratian, ^ni had been raifed by 
TheodofiDS to the pod of general both of the boiie and 
foot^ %o tbe pr«torihip, and confular dignitv •• But Eu- 

. tr^fSaiih jealous of tbe authority and credit ivhldi bis expe- 
rience and known integrity prociared him at court, and 
fWtifig after the immenfe wealth with which his eminent 
ferTices bad been rewarded, prevailed on the weak prince 
with bis ;crafty and malicious. infinuatiojQSi to banifb hm Eutropittt 
to Pityus, a city of Bofporus, to the north of the Euxine^^»/2f/-/f- 
fea, and beyond Colchis ; where be led a miserable liJEe, ^'^^^^tiuf 

' ftripped of all hiseffe<as, till the death of Eutropius, when j[p^^^^' 
he wa3 rocuovedi and confined to Sidon in Fheeni(;:ia^ in 
which city he died ^. 

^ X CUgd. irt Eutrop, ibid. y Zof. p. 7S8. « Claud, dc 

Laud. Stil. lib. i. p. 130. > Cod. Theod. tit. 6. 347. «> Hier . 

«pift. 3. p. z6. Aft. Orat. iv. p. 76. 

cxeked them againft the em- vaged the bed provinces of the 

pW)e(i). Zofimus writes, that empire, under his protof^ioD, 

they owed their (afety to the and to order Stilicho to with- 

i>!?glige«ce and mifcondud of draw bis troops from GrejecCf 

Stilicho (t)« But Claudian tells which belonged to Arcadius« 

us, that Eutropius, regarding Thus was Stilicho . robbed the 

Stilicho as a more dangerous fecond time by a jealous rival 

enemjr than Alaric, perfuaded of the glory of delivering the 

Arcadius to conclude a peace empire, and triumphing over 

-with the latter, to take him and the Barbarians (3), 
'the Barbarians, who had ra« 

(i) Orof. lib. vii. cap. 37. p. ati. (1) Zofim p. 784. 

(3) pl^ud.BelL Goth. p. 170 U in Eutrpp. lib. ii. p. ii|. 
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^ The credit which "Timafius had 'at court, and with the 

army, gave the wicked minifler, who could bear no com- 
petitor, more jealoufy than that of Abundantius. He had 
oecn long one of the chief commanders of the army, had 
ferved Valens and Theodofius in all their wars with great 
honour and integrity, and been rewarded by the latter with 
the confular dignity \ Eutroplus, refolving to procure the 
ruin of fo powerful a rival, had recourfe to Bargus, who 
lived in great intimacy with Timafius* Bargus was a per- 
fon of a mean defcent, and had been forced, for fome no- 
torious crime, to fly from Laodicea in Syria, his native 
city, and retire to Sardes, in Lydia. There Timafius ac- 
cidentally met him ; and being pleafed with his facetious 
converfation, without enquiring farther into his chara6br, 
admitted him to his confidence, gave him the command of 
a cohort, and carried him to Conftantinople ; at which the 
magiftrates were highly difpleafed, bccaufe he had been 
formerly baniflied that city. Eutropius applied to this 
man as a proper inftrument for his villainous purpofe, and 
* cafily prevailed upon him to betray his friend and benefac- 
tor, by accufing him of treafon, and producing a counter- 
feit writing, upon which he was, without delay, brought 
to trial. Lutropius perfuaded the emperor to prefide in 
perfon ; but perceiving the people were highly ihcenfed 
to fee a perfon of Timafius's dignity and charader arraign- 
ed upon the depofition of fuch an infamous wretch as Bar- 
gusy he advifed the prince, whom he managed as he pleaf- 
ed, to withdraw, and fubftitute Satuminus and Procopius 
in his room. The former of thefe had difcharged the chief 
employments in the ftate, and the confulfhip 3 but is faid 
to have diihonoured his old age by a general and mean 
Compliance with the will of the ruling minifter. Proco- 
pius was fon-in-law to the emperor Valens, of a rough and 
iavage temper, but not eafily prevailed upon to fwervc from 
what he thought juft and equitable, as appeared in this 
cafe ; for he boldly maintained, that fuch an infamous 
wretch as Bargus ought not to be admitted as evidence 
againft a perfon of Timafius's rank, againft his friend and 
benefaftor. 
Ttmafius ^^^ Satuminus prevailing, the unhappy Timafius was 
b^ni/bed, ftripped of all his wealth, and banifhed to Oafis, a barren 
and inhofpitable place in Libya, from which there was no 
poflible means of efcape, it being furrounded by a vaft dch 
fert of fand, which moving to and fro with the wind, fuf« 



Zof. p. 786, 787. Aft, p. 76t 
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fered no track or footftep of any former traveller to be it^m 
Bargus did not long enjoy the price of his treachery and 
wickedrtefs; for Eutropius, who was a man of too great 
difcernment to truft a traitor, and well knew that one 
who had betrayed his friend and benefaftor, would not 
prove faithful to him, refolved to difpatch him as foon as 
poffible. Accordingly, having fent him upon fome advan- 
tageous commiffion out of Conftantinoplc^ during his ab* 
fence, he induced his wife, who Was then at variance with 
her hufband, to prefent fome treafonable papers to the em- Hhacctifek 
peror, which (lie pretended to have fbund in his cuftody« ^^^^^pvt 
In confequence of this detedlion, Bargus was ujJon his re- ^ '*' * 
turn arraigned, fentenced to death, and executed. 

In the courfe of this year, dreadful earthquakes were Gnat 
felt in mod provinces of the Eaft ; and the Iky, appearing earth" 
all in a flame over the city of Conftantinople, terrified the qua^*s%^es 
inhabitants, and the emperor himfelf, to fuch a degree, *«'^'^fll^* 
that abandoning the city, they retired to the fields. From 
the fevcral laws of this year, mod of which tend to the 
total fuppreflion of idolatry, and the curbing of heretics^ 
it appears, that Arcadius continued the whole time at Con- 
ftantinople, or in the neighbourhood of that city. The law 
of the twenty-fecond of March, is dated from Regium, 
which is fuppofed to have been an imperial palace about 
fifteen miles from the metropolis. Nothing happened this ^ffg^^ih 
year in the Weft worthy of notice, except the converfion V^'^v^^^ 
of Frigitil, queen of the Marcomans, to the Chriftian re* ^^„j '^^ 
ligion. Honorius continued all this year at Milan, as is verudto 
evident from the dates of his laws. ^^^ CAn/U 

The next confuls were, Cxfarius and Atticus : the ** riligwn. 
former had fucceeded Rufinus in the prefefture of the 
Eaft, Eutropius being, as an eunuch, excluded from that 
oflice ; and the latter had been governor of Weft-Illyricum 
under Valentinian II. in 384. Caefarius feems to have en- 
tered upon his confulfhip at Conftantinople, and Atticus at 
Home **. Arcadius, leaving Conftantinople in the month 
of July, went to Ancyra, and remained there till the lat- 
ter end of September, when he returned to the metropolis 
with as much pomp and (hew as if he had conquered the 
Perfians, fays Claudian, who fuppofes him to have con* 
ftantly paffed the fummer at Ancyra, Eutropius diverting 
him, by that progrefs, from applying to affairs of ftate •. 
Stilicho ftill claimed the adminiftration of affairs in the 



^ Symm. lib. vii. cp. ^o. p. 173. 
Profp. p. 470. Idat in Fiift. 
p. 110. 
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EafV, and was preparing to march once more into tbc do- 
minions of Arcadius, in order to fuppoit his claim by force 
Yr. of FI. q{ arms, and revenge on Eutropius the injurious decree 
k\^^' ifiued 'againft him by the fenate of Conftantinople. But 
U.C."ii9s! *^^' wicked and crafty minifter not fcrupling, for the fup- 
■ port of his own power, to kindle a war between the two 

EutropiMs brothers, privately perfoaded Gildo, who commanded the 
^^*^^'^ Roman troops in Africa* to revolt from Honojius, and fub- 
revoltfrom "™^ ^^ Arcadius, hoping by theffc means to divert Stilicho 
UdM^rhU', fi^om purfuing bis intended expedition into the Eaft \ 
Gildo was brother to the famous Firmus, who made war 
upon the Romans in 373, but was overcome by count 
1 heodofms, the father of the emperor of that name. In 
that war Gildo joined the Romans, and was afterwards, by 
Valcntinian II. or rather by Theodofius, who governed m 
his name, appointed count of Africa, and commander of 
all the troops in that province. Theodofius, that he might 
have fome pledge of his fidelity, in conferring that dignity 
upon him, married Salvina, the daughter of Gildo, to Ne- 
bridius, nephew by the mother to the emprcfs Flaccilla s, 
Grldo*s Gildo wa«, if not by religion, at lead in his manners, a 

€harii3ir% Pagan. Claudian charges him with avarice, cruelty, lu- 
xury, and all manner of lewdnefs, the more fhameful and 
Icandalous, as he was already far advanced in years **. St^ 
Auftin condemns him as one infamous for wickednefs and 
debauchery *. When Eugenius ufurped the empire of the 
"Weft, Gildo acknowleged Theodofius ; but when that 
prince marched againft the ufurper in 394, he declined 
fending any fuccours, as other governors of provinces had 
done, in obedience to the emperor's orders, waiting the 
iiTue of the war, in order to join the party that fhould pre- 
vail 5 infomuch that Theodofius would have treated him a& 
an open enemy, according to Claudian, bad he not been 
prevented by deaths Eutropius having induced him to re- 
Arcadiusis volt from Honorius, he obliged moft of the cities of Africa 
ackno'W' and Carthage itfelf to acknowlcge Arcadius, placing fuch 
Ui^edm governors in them, as he knew were attached to his own 
^ JUrkls '^'<^*'^^> ^^^^ ^ dcfi^n-of feizing the province for himfelf, 
as he had but a very mean opinion o£ both princes *'. Whcft 
intelligence of his r^volt.wa* bcought to Honorius^ he ac- 
ijuainted the fenate of Rome with it,, who immediately 
4tclared Gildo a public enemy, and difpatched a folemn 
cmbafly to Arcadius,. intreating him to reftore Africa to it» 

^ Zof.'p..7tf8. r Anrmiao* lib. xxix* p. 39.9. Hier. £p. ]i« 

p. 94« ^ Claud ]$ell. GilJ. p. 74, S4. i Aug. epill. Uiv« 

p. 185. k Orof. lib, vii. cap. 36. p» uu 

lawful 
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kwful fovereign ^ Symthacfatts at the fame lime \frrdt6 to -^ 

Arcadius, probably by order, and in the name, of the fe- 
iiate, exhorting him not to quaf rel, but to live in friendfhip 
and amity with his brother. 

In the mean time a famine began to rage ill Rome, Gildo A famine 
not fufFering any corn to be conveyed thither from Africa; «»^^«*^« 
Two fleets were therefore equipped with great expeditionj 
one to be employed againft Gildo, and the other in bring- 
ing corn and other provifions to Rome from Gaul and Spaift, 
The former failed this year, and, with a feafonable fuppljTj 
quieted the populace, ready to rife ; but the latter could 
not be equipped till the following year. During thefe warr Su Am- 
like preparations, died the celebrated bifliop of Milan, St* hrofi diest 
Ambrofe, by none more regretted than by Stilicho, whoi 
looking upon the death of that prelate as the greateft mif- 
fortune that could befal Italy, had, upon the firft news of 
his illfiefs, caufed public prayers to be offered for hini iti 
all the churches of Milan •". Honorius continued this whole 
year at Milan. Some of his laws are indeed dated from 
Rome; but that is generally thought to have been a mifr 
take". By one of thefe, publifhed in the fquare of Trajan Sometanby 
on the ninth of March, he forbids the Romans to follow it! ^^^^'^ ^ 
their drefs foreign fafhions ; for it is to be obfdrved, that ^^"J^^^^^ 
the Romans, by converfing familiarly with the Goths^ grew, 
by degrees, fond of their faihions, and began to adopt 
them ; a circumftance which was looked upon as a fatal 
prelude to what happened foon after. By another law he 
confirms all* the privileges and exemptions which his pre- 
dcceflbrs, moved by a due refpeft for religion, had granted 
to the churches, to the ecclefiaftics, and particularly to tjie 
bifliop of Rome. In the Eaft, Arcadius, by a law dated 
the firft of April, commanded ail the Apollinarian teacheris 
to be baniihed Conftantinople, and the boufes where thef 
iiad held their private aflTemblies to be confifcated. That of 
the feventeenth of June forbids any one to infult the Jewsi 
br their patriarch, whom he had honoured the preceding 
year with the title of illuftrious, which was beftowed oit 
the firft officers of the empire. The law dated th6 firft of 
July exempts the minifters of their religion from the fame 
burdens, from which the bifliops, priefts, and deacofisj 
Were exempted. By a law dated the eighth of November 
Arcadius commanded all domeftics, whether free-bom 
or flaves, to be fentenced to death, who fhoUld'^infcj'ntl 
againft their matters, except in cafes of treafon. . On the 

. 1 Claud, de Laud. Siih p. i^^. Symm. lib. ^iv. ep. iv. p. 143; 
ni Ambr. Vk« cap. 34. p. 10. cap. 45. p« ia« ° Cod' Theod* 

Chron. p. X36, 137. . 
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fcvcntccnth of June the emprefs Eudcxia was delivered of ^ 
daughter, named Flacciila, from the emperor's mother, and 
diftinguiflied with the title of Nobiliffima, or moft noble **. 

Next year, 398, when Honorius was conful the fourth 
time, with tutychianus, who entered upon that dignity at 
Conftantinople, Stilicho purfued, with the utmoft vigour, 
his warlike preparations againft Gildo-, but was greatly 
perplexed how to manage that expedition with fuccefs, and 
whom to truft with the command of the troops. But from 
this anxiety he was foon delivered by the fcafonable arrival 
in Italy of Mafcezel, brother to Gildo, who gave a true 
account of the ftate of affairs in Africa, and fuggefted ta 
him the moft proper means for fupprefling the rebellion. 
Mafcezel was not only a Chriftian, but a perfon of extra- 
ordinary piety; and therefore could not be prevailed upon 
to join his brother in the rebellion, who thereupon refclv- 
cd to murder him ; but he, by a timely flight, defeated his 
wicked defign p. Gildo, however, vented his rage on the 
two fons Mafcezel had left behind, caufing them both to 
be butchered, and leaving their mangled bodies to be de- 
voured by wild beafts. Stilicho, not doubting but to re- 
venge the death of his children, and the attempt upon his 
own life, he would pufti on the war with vigour, and ferve 
the republic with unfhaken fidelity, committed the whole 
management of the intended expedition againft his brother 
to him. The army embarked at Pifa, and, putting to fea, 
fteered along the caft coaft of Sardinia, and landed fafe in 
Africa. Mafcezel, without lofs of time, led his troops 
againft Gildo, and attacking him before he could draw up 
his army, gained, after a bloody and obftinate fight, a com- 
plete vidory. 

Gildo made his efcape, and reaching the fea, went on 
board the firft veflel he found; but being by a contrary 
wind driven into the harbour of Tabraca, near Hippo in 
Africa, he was apprehended, expofed to the infu-lts of the 
populace, and then thrown into prifon, where he ftranglcd 
himfelf, to avoid a more cruel and ignominious deaths. 
Upon the defeat and death of Gildo, all Africa fubmitted to 
Honorius. Claudian> who omits no opportunity of flatter- 
ing his great hero Stilicho, afcribes the whole fuccefs of this 
expedition to the prudence and vigilance of that minifter. 
He wrote a poem on the war with Gildo 5 but that piece 
is imperfeft, fince the poet drops the Roman fleet on the 

• Mar. & Alex. Chron*p. 711. p Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 400. 

^ Orof. lib. vii. cap. 3d. p. an, Claud de Bell. Gild, cap. 79. p»788. 
9 Claud de Laud. Stil. lib. i. p 132, ZoC p. 788. Orof. Pauiiir. 
ibid. Mar. Chron. 

coaft 
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coaft of Sardinia in their way to Africa. The leading men 

of Gildo's fadlion were fent to Rome to be tried, and fome^ 

of them were publicly executed. Optatus, biiliop of the 

Donatifts at Tamugadi in Numidia, one of Gildo's mod 

zealous partifans, died in prifon. Asfeveral innocent per- 

fons were accufed, and dragged to confinement, Honorius, 

by a law addrefled to Viftor, proconful of Africa, put a 

ftop to fuch unjuft profecutions, ordering falfe informers 

and witnefles to be punifhed according to the rigour of the 

feveral laws enafted againft thfem ^ Gildo's eft ate fell to i^« fft^^f 

the treafury, and proved fo large, that a particular treafurer ^^^fiS^^^*^* 

was appointed to manage it, with the title of comes Gildo- 

niaci patrimonii, or count of Gildo's patrimony. 

Africa being reftored to its former tranquility, Mafcezel 
returned to Italy, and was received at Milan by Stilicho, in 
appearance with the greateft demonftrations of friendfliip 
aodefteem; but the glory he had acquired by putting fo 
fpeedy an end to a war, which the minifter had fo much 
apprehended, giving him no fmall jealoufy, he refolved to 
difpatch this new; rival. Accordingly, as he was one day Mafazil 
pafling abridge in the neighbourhood of Milan, Mafcezel, futtodtaih 
who attended him, with many other perfons of diftinftion,*^^'"^^ *' 
was, by his private orders, pufhed into the river, and 
drowned '. About the time of the defeat of Gildo, Hono- Honorius 
rius married at Milan Maria the daughter of StilichQ bySe- ^''^'^ . 
rcna, coufin-german to that prince*. By the defeat of ^^^^f^l^gf 
Gildo, an entire harmony was re-eftabliflied between the stilicho. 
two brothers, as that poet tells us ; but the fame mifunder- 
ftanding continued between the two minifters, who never- 
thelefs agreed in plundering the unhappy people, and con- 
veying into their private coffers the whole wealth of the 
two empires. Eutropius perfuaded Arcadius to name him, Eutropius 
though an eunuch, for the confuKhip the enfuing year ; ^•*/*'- 
but Stilicho would not fuffer him to be acknowleged in the 
Weft « (N). 

In 

* Cod. Thcod. lit. 3. p. 288. Claud, ibid. p. 74«. • Zof. lib. v. 
p. 788, 789. t qiaud. Coflf. Hon. 4. p. 55. « Claud, in 

Eutrop. lib. ii. p. iii. 

(N) Claudian relates, that and commanding others to raife 

when news of the confulate of levies for recruiting his armies, 

Eutropius were brought to the The fame poet, enumerating 

couH'of Honorius, that prince the great things Stilicho had 

was engaged with Stilicho in performed by himfelf, or others, 

receiving the fubmiffions of the before his confulfhip, that is, 

AJcmans, Suevians, aqd Sicam- before the year 400, fays, that 

))riahs ; in givipg kings to forae, he fuccoured Briuin, attacked 

23. by 
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'^Igi the Eafty the cities of Cpnftantinople and Ghalcedon 
were fhaken with violent earthquakes ^ feveral ^ buildings 
were ODnfumed with lightniDg ; and the fea, overwhelming 
the land, laid whole countries under water. Claudian 
mentions feveral other prodigies, which were* all the fore- 
runners, fays that poet, of a prodigy never before heard of, 
an eunuch conful y \ for in the following year 390, Eutro- 
pius prevailed upon Arcadlus to create him a patrician, to 
honour him with the title of Father to the Emperor, and to 
raife him to the confular dignity. He was the iirft and the 
iaft eunuch that ever held, or rather difgraced, the fafces. 
His image, with theenfigns of his digpity, was carried, as 
it were, in triumph, through all the cities of the Eaft ; but 
S^ilicho refufing to acknowlege him in the Weft, Manlius 
Tbeodorus alone is named conful in fome fafti, and in the 
laws of Honorius. 

During the confulihip of Thcodorus in the Weft, and 
Eutropius in the Eaft, died Varanes, or Vararanes IV. king 
0/ Periia, who, during the eleven years of his reign, had 
lived in friendibip with the Romans. He was killed, we 
know not upon what provocation, by his own fubjeds, and 
fupceededbybis brother Ifdegerdes, or,a8 Abulfaragiusftyles 
him, Yafdejird IF. Eutychius, who calls him Al Aitham, 
fuppofes him to have been the fon of his predeceflbr. He 
feigned twenty- one years, conftantly maintaining a friendly 
cprrefpondence with the Rofnans ; but was, according to £u- 
. tychius, a prince of great fcverity, or rather cruelty ; whence 
he was furnamed AlAithaip, or Athim, that is, the bad. Pro- 
copius gives him a quite different chara£ter, defcribing him 
as a generous-fpirited prince r. He is famous in the hiftor j 
of the church, for the perfecution which he raifcd about the . 

"^r Claud, in Ejitrop. lib. ii. p. loS, 109. ^ Abidfar. p. 91. 

Eutych. torn i. p. 548. , Agath. dc Impcr. Juft. p. 137. y Pj»cop, 
Bell. Perf. lib, i, cap. 2, p» 8. 



by the neighbouring nations, 
namely, by. the rScote, who, 
arming all lerne againfl it« had 
covered the fea with their fl(5ets ; 
and that he had fecured the Bri- 
tifh coaft again ft the defcents of 
the Saxons. The learned Ufher 
afcribes to Stilicho the eftablifli- 
ing of a legion in Britain, to 
^pfend it againft the Pifts, the 



Scots, and the Saxons. About 
the fame time a proper officer 
was ^appointed to guard the 
coaft againft the attempts of the 
Saxons, with the title of comes 
limitis Saxonici, or count of 
the Saxon coaft, that is, of tbe 
cbaft oppofite th^f country of 
the Saxons (i). 



^ (i) Claud, de Laud, Sti), lib. ii. p. jw* k P;q% 
^nti^. p,3^6, ' - ' ' "^ -! 1 
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«Tid of his reign againft the Chriftians in his dominions'. 
The moft remarkable event that happened in the Eaft dur- 
ing the confulfliip of Eutropius, was the difgrace of that 
powerful miniftcr, which Zofimus afcribes chiefly to Gainas. 
This officer had commanded the Goths, and other Barba-> 
rians, under Theodofiiis 5 and, after the defeat of Euge- 
nius, re-condufted the eaftem army to Arcadius, on which 
occafion he caufed Rufinus to be affaffinated, in the manner 
we have related already. For this eminent piece of fervice 
he did not think himfelf fufficiently rewarded by Eutropius, 
who, as he_ufed to boaft, was indebted to him for all his 
grandeur. From a common foldier he had been preferred 
by Theodofius to the chief command of all the Goths, and 
other Barbarians, in the Roman fervice, and, by Eutro- 
pius, after the death of Rufinus, to the port of general of 
Roman horfe and foot; but yet not fatisfied, and fcorning GMnasdif* 
to depend upon a flave and an eunuch, he refolved to dil- fatisfied 
' patch him', hoping, if he were once removed, to fucceed '^''^ ^«- 
him in his power and authority *. troptus* 

Whife he was indulging himfelf in thefe thoughts, count 
Tarbigild, or Tribigild, who was a Goth, and commanded 
a numerous body 01 his countrymen at Nicolia in Phrygia, 
came to court 5 and, after a fhort refidence at Conftanti- 
nople, was preparing to return to his quarters, greatly dif- 
fatisfied with the haughty behaviour, and arbitrary conduct, 
of the prime minifter; when Gainas, to whom he was 
allied, according to Socrates, refolving to improve his dif- 
content to the ruin of Eutropius, imparted the defign he 
had formed againft this minifter, and encouraged him to He induces 
revolt, afluring him, that he would, to the utmoft of his tribigild 
power, affift and fupport him. Tribigild, who was a man ^^'^'*''^- 
of great intrepidity and refolution, and ready to embark in 
aay defperate undertaking, immediately clofed with the 
propofal. Returning to Nicolia, he took arms early in the 
fpring ; pillaged that and feveral other cities in Phrygia ; TribigUd 
and, putting all to the fword who fell into his hands, with- pi^^^^fi' 
out diftindiion of fex, age, or condition, he threw the '"f^*'/'''" 
whole province of Afia into the utmoft confufion, the in- 
habitants, ftruck with terror, abandoning their habitations, 
and flying for refuge to the moft diftant provinces. Intel- 
ligence of thefe diforders being brought to court, Eutropius 
endeavoured firft to gain Tribigild with large prefents, and 
greater promifes ; but, finding he could not, by fair means, 

z Zof. lib. v. p. 789. Zoz. lib. viii. cap. 4. p. 760^ 761. Socr. lib* 
f], cap. 6. p. 306. 

Z 4 reclaim -^ 
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reclaim him, he difpatched a body of troops againft him, 
under the condu£l of Leo, a perfon greatly attached to. his 
intercfl, but in every refpe£l, unfit for that command. Leo, 
having pafied the ftreights of the Hellefpont, continued in 
that neighbourhood, not daring to encounter the enemy. 
Gainas^ who pretended to be highly provoked againft Tri* 
bigild, on account of his revolt, was appointed to guard 
Thrace, and the fea-coaft, in order to prevent an irruption 
on that fide ; but he, keeping the whole time a private cor- 
refpondence with the rebels, inftead of defending Thrace, 
advifed Tribigild to march to the fca-fide, and, crofling thq 
^ellefpont, to enter that province. Had his advice been 
followed, the rebels would have made themfelvcs matters of 
Conftanti|ioplc without oppofition j but Tribigild, bending 
his march towards Pifidia, was encountered by Valentine, 
a citizen of Selga, at the head of a fmall body of ilaves and 
peafants. Tribigild defpifed them at firft ; but, as they were 
well acquainted with that mountainous country, and had, 
by their frequent fkirmifhes with the robbers in thofe parts, 
learnt to make fudden onfets, and lay ambufhes, they cut 
cjF great numbers of his menj and at length enclofed him on 
all fides, in fuch manner, that no way being left for him 
Js rtduced ?P efcape, he muft inevitably have penmed, had he not, by 
to great a large fum, prevailed upon Florentius, who guarded a* 
4lijirefi^ narrow pafs called Cochlea, to withdraw, and fuffer him 
to retire. 

However, his men, by the ambufcadcs, frequent attacks, 
and fuddeii onfets of the Pifidians, were now reduced to 
three hundred. With thefe he marched into the plain, 
where he was again blocked up between the two rivers Me- 
lane and Eurymedon. In this e:jttremity he found means to 
acquaint Gainas with the defperate pofture of his affairs, 
>vho, under colour of reinforcing Leo's army, detached a 
ftrong body of Barbarians, with private orders to join Tri- 
hut efcapes^t bigild ; whom they reinforced accordingly. With their 
Tf/'{^fJ^ afliftance Tifibigild opened himfelf a paffage out of Pifidia, 
slh/"/iim. ^"^> falling unexpeftedly upon Leo, cut moft of his troops 
in pieces. Leo himfelf, attenipting to make his efcape, 
perifhed among the marflies *. From Pifidia, Tribigild re- 
turned into Phrygia, where Gainas, who had advanced in- 
to that province, as if he defigned to attack him, fuffered 
him to ravage with greater fury than ever, magnifying, ii^ 
all the letters he wrote to the emperor, his condudl, his 

« Sof. lib. v. p. 789. Philoft. p. 53T. Claud, in* Eutrop. lil;». iL 
p. no, ii6y 119, 

cxploito:^ 
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exploits, and the ftrength of his army, and fuggefting, that 
the only way to fave the empire from impending ruin, was 
, to comply with his demands, the chief of which was, that ^^'f^slays 
Eutropius, the author of all the prefent calamities, ftould ^y[^'^J*^ 
be delivered into his hands. At the fame time news were Eutrotiui* 
brought to court of the death of Varanes king of Perfia, 
and a report "was fpread, that his fucceffor was preparing 
to invade Syria. Upon this falfe alarm, and the accounts 
that were daily tranfmitted by Gainas to Conftantinople of 
the progrefs made by Tribigild, fome were for recurring to 
Stilicho, and others for fatisfying the rebels, by facrificing 
the minifter to the welfare of the (late**. Arcadius, who 
was under the greateft perplexity, chofe the latter expe- 
dient ; and, fending for tutropius, caufed him to be ftrip- ^^^ " ^A 
ped of the confular enfigns, and difmiiTed. ^'^^^j' 

Eutropius, thus difgraced, and apprehending his life to JJ. ^^*' 
be in danger, took fanftuary in a church. But the people jj 1 » 
exclaiming againft him in the theatre, and Gainas, with fanaumy 
the foldiery, preffing the emperor to reftore the ftate to its in a 
former tranquility, by either putting to death, or banifhing, church\ 
the abhorred minifter, a band of foldiers was fent to drag 
him from his afylum, fome of thofe who had appeared till 
that time moft zealoufly attached to him, taking upon , 

them that province S But Chryfoftom, then bifliop of wZ/^r^Ar 
Conftantinople, refoiutely declaring, that he .would not ^^ P^^^f^^d 
fuffer them to profane the church, they feized, and carried %^'r-^ 
him to the emperor, who was prevailed upon to grant that 
proteflion to Eutropius, from which many guilty of fmaller 
crimes had, by his means, been excluded **. Next day in* 
credible multitudes of people flocked to the church, to have 
the fatisfaftiQn of feeing Eutropius, whom they alj hated, 
diverted of his power, and, by a jufl retaliation, brought to 
that deplorable condition, to which he had reduced many 
of their friends and relations. On this occafion Chryfoftom 
made a fpeech to the aflembled multitude, on the vanity of 
all human grandeur, endeavouring, at the fame time, to 
awaken in the hearts of his auditors, fentimerits of com- 
paffion for the unhappy criminal. When he faw them be- 
gin to relent, he ended his fpeech, by exhorting them to go 
in a body to the imperial palace, and, throwing themfelves 
at the prince's feet, to beg the life of Eutropius might be 
fpared*. Whether they complied with this exhortation, 
\ve are not informed ; all we know is, that a few days after, 

1> Zof. p. 793. Claud, in Eutrop. lib. ii. p 119, 120. c Cbryf, 
torn. iii. p. 671, 667. ^ Idem, torn. iv. p. 436. c Socr. p. 304, 
^f. {>. 767. 

Eutropius, 
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He is taken Eutropius, having privately left his afylum, in order to 
in endea- make his efcape, was,takcn, and baniflied to the ifland of 
m^k^hU Cyprus'. 

gjcafe^ and Gainas, not yet fatisfied, canfed fevcral charges to be 
ktmi/kid. brought againft him ; upon which he was conduced from 
„ . _ the ifland of Cyprus to a place called Pantychium, between 
cmfeda' Chalcedon and Nicomedia, where he was tried by the pre- 
new^ tried, fcdl Aurelian, and fcveral other perfohs 6f diftinftion, who, 
andext- upon his being convided of having, in his confulfliip, made 
cuted* ufg ^ ornaments peculiar to the imperial dignity, con- 

demned him ; and he was beheaded on the laft day of the 
prefent year 8f. Zofimus, who pretends he had been pro- 
mifed his life upon oath, fays, that, to cover the perjury, 
they pretended, that the oath was only with refpcft to 
Conftantinople, and caufed him to be beheaded at Chalce- 
Many //«- don. This year is remarkable in the hiftory of the church, 
pUspullid for the many temples demoliflied both in the Eaft and 
doiwn. Weft, and the fevere laws enafted by the two princes 
agaifift idolatrous worfliip ; which may be faid to have 
given the laft blow to the Pagan fuperftition. 
Yr. of Fl. The next confuls were Stilicho and Aurelianus : the 
a85o. latter entered upon his new dignity at Conftantinople, and 
A. p. 400. (Ijc former at Milan, with the greateft pomp that had ever 
^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ *^^^ ^^^y *• ^^ ^^^ ^^^ "^ advantage accrued 
Stilicho to the public from the death of Eutropius; the emprefs 
€it^ui, Eudoxia, a bold, enterprifing, and avaricious woman, hav- 
ing, upon the execution of that miniftcr, gained an abfo- 
lute afcendant over her huft)and. She was conftantly be- 
fet by women, eunuchs, and informers, who excited her 
to fuch cruel afts of violence and injuftice, that every 
good man wifhcd for death, to avoid feeing fuch enor- 
Qainasand mous diforders ^. In the mean time, Gainas, having con- 
fnbijtid eluded a pretended peace with the rebels, marched 'back 
'^forces "and ^^ Conftantinople, followed by Tribigild, whom he joined 
plunder at Thyatira, where they both agreed to march to Sardes 
^everal in Lydia, and plunder that metropolis; but, unable to 
provinces, p^fg '^j^g rivers that were fwelled by the heavy rains, 
they parted once more, and bending their march to the 
fea, Tribigild took his route towards Lampfachus on 
the Hellefpont, and Gainas towards Chalcedon, allowing 
their foldiers to plunder all the countries through which 
they pafled. Their approach caufed a general conftema- 
tion at Conftantinople ; and the whole empire feemed to 

f Zof. lib. V. p. 797. 8 Ibid. p. j^i^ Philpftorg, lib. xi. cap« 

6. p. 519. Socr. lib. vi. cap. 5, p. 305. Alt. Orat. iii. p* 761 77^ 
b Sym. lib. iv. ep. 3 1 . p, 1 6 1". * Zof. p. 800. Sox, 
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be in Imminent danger. As Arcadiu5 had no troops to 

make head againft them,^nd prevent their entering Thrace, 

be was advifed to fend deputies to Gainas, and to fave the 

empire from ruin, by granting his own terms. Gainas, 

with great infolence, rfequhed three of the moil eminent ^ 

men in the ftate, whom he thought capable of thwartmg 

his ambitious defigns, to be delivered up, in order to be 

put to death. Thefe were, Saturninus, who had been con*' 

ful in 383, and employed for ihe fpace of thirty-years in 

public affairs ; Aureiiarius, this year's conful, who had 

been prefeft of Conftantinople, and praefeftus praetorio \ 

and John, fecretary to the emperor ^, 

Arcadius complied, though much againft his inclination, Areadius 
with this arrogant and tyrannical demand, thofe three il- forced t9 
luftrious perfons prefling'him to facrifice them to the public comply 
welfare. With the emperor's confent they left Conftan- ^'-'^^^^^ 
tinople, and prefented themfe Ives before Gainas, encamped ^^^ r" 
in the neighbourhood of Chalcedon, who immediately or- 
dered them to be beheaded, but changed the fentence of 
death in.'o that of perpetual baniihment, when the execu- 
tioner had already lifted up his arm to difcharge the fatal 
blow. They were chiefly indebted to Chryfpftom for their. 
lives, which were granted at his interceflion^ They were 
all fent under a guard towards Epirus 5 but, having,, 
cjither by corrupting the Goths that guarded them, or by 
fome other means, made their efcape, they appeared, when 
leaft expefted, at the court of Conftantinople,- to the great 
joy of the emperor and the whole city. Gainas, not- yet andtocon^ 
appeafed, demanded a conference with the emperor in per- ftr with 
fon ; and with this demand Arcadius was obliged to com- ^'^ infers 
ply, pafling for that purpofe over to Chalcedon, in the ''^"* 
neighbourhood of which city he had an interview with 
Gainas, in the church of St, Euphemia, where it was 
agreed, that both Gainas and Tribigild Yhould lay down 
their arms, and regjrn, if they pleafed, to Conftantinople; 
and that the former, befides the command of all the Goths 
in the Roman fervice^ fhould have that of the Roman horfe 
and foot, with the confular ornaments, and an authority 
almoft unbounded™. "We find nothing farther in hiftory 
relating to Tribigild, except that he perifhed in Thrace foon 
^fter this accommodation ". Gainas, upon his return to 
Conftantinople, demanded a church in that city for the 
Arians, whofe doftrine was efpoufed by him, and moft of 

)f ZoC p. 793— 79 S' S02. lib. viii. cap. 4. p. 760. Socr. lib. vi, 
cap 6. p. 306. Syncf. ep. 31. S4..J38. p 177 — '79. ^Chryf. torn. v. 
horn. 72. p. 895. m Zoi'. p. 794« Socr. p. 306, 307. Soz .p. 761. 
Tbeoflor. lib. v. cap, 32. p. 744. " Philor. llb.xi. cap. 8. p. 531. 
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the Goths his countrymen. The timorous emperor, not 
daring to give an abfoiute denial, referred him to Chry- 
foftom, bifliop of that city, who (hewed him the edi£i of 
thp emperor Theodofius, forbidding heretics and feftaries 
to hold any aflfemblies in the city. Gainas replied, that the 
fervices he had rendered the empire deferved at leaft one 
church, in which he, and thofe of his perfuafion, might 
have the free exercife of their religion. To this remark 
the prelate replied boldly, that his rewards already exceeded 
his deferts ; that, from the mean condition of a common 
foldier, he had been raifed to the high (lation of commander 
in chief of all the Roman forces ; and ought to be fatisfied 
with the honours he enjoyed, without demanding what 
could not be granted without a notorious breach of the 
laws. Gainas, finding he had not to deal with an Arca- 
dius, but a Chryfoftom, thought it prudent to drop his 
demand. 

About this time appeared at Conftantinople a comet of 
unufual magnitude, portending, as was faid, the great dan- 
ger the city was in from the perfidioufnefs of Gainas i for 
that Barbarian, who commanded in chief the armies of 
Arcadius, having filled Conftantinople with his Goths, 
and removed all the Roman tioops, formed a defign of 
feizing firftthe wealth of the bankers, and then fettingfire 
to the palace. But this wicked projeft being fruftrated by 
fiantinople 5 a miracle, which the reader will find related at large by 
Socrates % SozomenP, and Philoftorgius % he withdrew 
from the city on the tenth of July, on pretence of perform- 
ing his devotions in the church of St. John Baptift, feven 
miles from the city. He left the greater part of his Goths 
in the city, with private orders to fall upon the inhabitants 
immediately after his departure, and to give him a fignal 
that he might return and join them with thofe who attended 
him '. Socrates and Sozomen write, that the foldiers who 
guarded the gates, obferving thofe who went out with 
Gainas loaded with arms, which they endeavoured to con- 
ceal, attempted to oppofe them : but the Goths having 
killed feveral of the guards, opened themfelves a way fword 
in hand. The citizens, in the mean time, taking the 
alarm, flew to arms, and Arcadius, acquainted with what 
had happened, declared Gainas a public enemy, and ordered 
all the Goths in the city to be put to the fword. Gainas 
returned in great hafte \ but not being able to force the gate, 
which he he found barricadoed, and defended by a numer- 
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ous body of citizens, he was obliged to drop the enterprize 
and retire. We are ignorant pf what happened the day fol- 
lowing ; but the day after the citizens attacked the Goths, 
who were ftill remaining in the city to the number of feven 
thoufand, and cut moil of them in pieces ; the reft took 
fanftuary in the church of their nation, fituated near the 
palace ; but the citizens having obtained leave of the em- 
peror to attack them even in their afylum, they fir ft un- 
covered the roof, and after having plied them warmly with 
fhowers of darts ^nd arrows, they fet fire to the church, 
which was reduced to afhes, with all who were in it*. 
This was condemned, fays Zofimus, by every good Chrif- 
tian, as an enormous crime. 

Gainas, highly 4)rovoked at the maffacrc of his friends 
and countrymen, pulled oiF the malk ; and making open //^ ^^, 
M'^ar upon the ftate, ravaged Thrace, but not being able to ntagts 
make himfelf mafter of a fingle city, he left that province, Thrace. 
and marched into the Cherfonefus, in order to crofs the 
Hellefpont, and enrich himfelf and his army with thefpoils 
of Afia : but Fravitus, who commanded in thofe parts, 
having quickly aflembled a confiderable number of veffels, 
attacked him in his paffage ; and being favoured by the h defeated 
wiqd, obliged him to return to the coaft whence he had nuith great 
failed, with the lofs of many thoufands either killed or ^ ^. 
drownqd'. Fravitus was himfelf a Goth and a Pagan, ac- ^'■^^''•'* 
cording to Zofimus, but greatly attached to the Roman in- 
tereft, having married a Roman lady of diftinftion in 380, 
and ever fince that time ferved the empire with great fidelity. 
He was one of the chiefs of thofe Goths who, being ex- 
pelled their own country by the Hunns, were allowed by 
Theodofius to fettle in Thrace. Eunapius writes, thatfoon 
after he killed with his own hand Eriulphus, another of 
their chiefs, becaufe he intended to take arms againft Theo- 
dofius, purfuant to an oath, by which they had all bound 
themfelves, before they left their own country, to do the 
Romans, however kindly received by them, all the mif- 
chief that lay in their power ". As he was a man of great 
courage, a ftrift obferver of military difcipline, vigilant 
and indefatigable, he had been employed on feveral occa- 
fions, and acquitted himfelf in every command with great 
reputation : he had lately cleared the Eafl: of the robbers 
who had long infefted it. However, he was fufpefted of 
having fufFercd Gainas, and the reft of his countrymen, to 
efcape, when he might have eafily cut them all off: but 

• Chron. Alex. p. 7 Ur . * Zof, Socn Soz, ibid. Philoft. p. 531, 
» Eunap. p. ^i, 
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Zofimus, and moft hldorlans, clear him from this charge, 
^hich fecms the more groundlcfs; as he was, for his con- 
^ du£l on that occafion, rewarded the following year ^th 
^he confulihip. From the Cherfonefus Gainas returned to 
Thrace, and was there, according to Socrates and Sozo* 
men^ cut in pieces^ with all his men, by the Romans, i^ho 
purfued him ( T). 
Budo^a During thefe troubles Eudoxia, who had been hitherto 

created diilinguiihed only with the title of Nobiliffima, received 
Augufia. ^j,at of Augufta on the ninth of January ; on which occa- 
fion {he caufed her image to be carried through all the pro- 
vinces of the empire, to receive the fame honours that were" 
JtrcaJia P^i^ ^o ^be images of the emperors. On the third of April 
hotM. (he was delivered of Arcadia, her third daughter. In the 

beginning of this year the city of Conftantinople wasihaken 
with violent earthquakes, which lafted three days; on 
which occadon great numbers of Pagans deman<ied and re- 
ceived the facrament of baptifm. 

During the dillurbances raifed by Gainas in the Eaft, 

the. Weftem provinces, efpecially Italy, were alarmed by a 

iudden rrFuption of the Barbarians, under the condu£k of 

the celebrated Alaric, and Rhadagaifus king of the Hunns, 

But of this inroad we (hall fpeak in a more pro^r 

plaoe. 

Yr. of Fl. 'Tlie next confuk were Vicentius, prefe<9: of Gaul, and 

2851. Fravitus, or Fravita, of whom we have fpoken already. 

A. D. 401. Thi6 yea^F i$ remarkable for the birth of Thepdofius, the 

U.C. 1199. Cqjj j^jjJ fucceflbr of Arcadius, born, according to Socra- 

TA d r ^^* "' ^^ ^^ chronicle of Alexandria \ on the tenth, ac* 

htfn. cording. tO" Marcellinus, on the eleventh of April, and fooH 

« Socr. p. 763, ^ Chron. Alex. p. 712. 

(T) Zofimus aflerts, that a commander with an army of 

after he had malTacred all the his own nation, met him with 

Romans whom he found in his all his forces on the frontier^^ 

army, left they (hould betray gave him battle, and, after a 

him, he paifed the Danube, (harp diipute, put him, ^ and alt 

being defirous to* end his days his men io the fword. - His 

in the ancient country of the body beittg found, Uldcs cauf* 

Goths. BuvUldies or Uldin, ed his head to be cut off, and 

king of the Huntts^ then ma f- fent to Arc^ius^(i), whores 

ter of chofe couatries,. thinking ceived it at Conflanllnople oa 

it highly impolitic to receive the third of January of die ea« 

into h#3 dominions fo renowned fuing year 4PI (2)4 

(i) Zofrp. 7^^^ 799, (») Socr. p. 309. Chroft* Alex* p» is« 
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after his birth declared Cxfar *, and baptized with extra- 
ordinary pomp and folemnity. The Euxine fea was this 
year frozen over for the fpace of twenty days y. A band 
of flaves and defertcrs pillaged part of Thrace, pretending 
\o be Hunns ; but Fravitus, marching againft them, killed 
moft of ' them, and difperfed the reft*. The following Yj. ^f pj^ 
year, when Arcadius and Honorius were both confuls the 1852. 
fifth time, nothing remarkable happened in the Eaft, ex- A.D. 402. 
cept the promotion of young Theodofius to the imperial U.C. laoo, 
dignity ; which ceremony was performed with extriaordi- L, 
nary magnificence in the palace of Hebdomon, on the tenth r^r retires 
or eleventh of January *. In the Weft, Alaric entered to Raven* 
Italy again, ravaged feveral provinces without oppofition, «tf» 
and obliged the emperor to retire to Ravenna, which hence- 
forth became the ufual place of his refidence. 

The next confuls were, Theodofius Auguftus, andRu- 
moridus. Who the latter was, we are not told ; hut bi^ 
name gives us room to think he was a Goth, probably** i it 
the fervice of Honorius ; for in general one of thie confuls 
belonged to the Eaftern, and the other to the Weftern em- ^ , 
pire. This year 403, Eudoxia was, on the tenth' or ele- ^^^^^ 
venth of February, delivered of Marina, her fourth arid laft ^^^'^ 
daughter •*. A ftatue of filver was erefted to th^e emprefs 
on a column of porphyry, near the church of St. Sophia % 
which occafioned a mifunderftanding between Eudoxia and 
St. Chryfoftom, bifhop of the city, who could not endure 
the profane fports that were exhibited before the ftatue at 
the very entry of the church. Arcadius caufed likewife 
his own ftatue to be placed on a column, which,* according 
to foine writers, was reared this year in the quarter of the 
city called Xerolophos, and is defcribed by Gylliiis *. He 
likewife built the city of Arcadiopolis, in Thrace, or ra- 
ther gave that name to the city of Bergulae <*. To re- 
turn to Italy : Stilicho, having in fome degree removed 
the young emperor*s fears, crofled'the lake of Como, and 
pafling the Alps in the depth of winter, entered Rhaetia, 
where he not only forced the Barbarians to fue for peace, Stilichd 
but perfuaded great numbers of them to inlift in ^ji^ army. aJfemhUi, 
At the fame time he difpatched meflerigers to the troops ^* ^^^'* 
that guarded the coafts of Britain, and the banks of the 
Rhine, ordering them to march with all poflible expedition 
into Rhaetia. Upon their arrival, he commanded them to 
j>urfue their route into Italy 5 but departed himfclf before 

X Theodor. lib. ij. p. 568. Soz. p. 763. y Chron. Alex. 

p. 713. « Zof. p. 799-. » Soz. libi viii. cap. 4. p. 763, 

Chron. Alex. ir. 71*. ^ Socr. lib. vi. cap. i8, p. 316. c Gyll. 
de Conftant. Geo^raph. lib. iv. cap. 7. p' 300. ' Theoph, p. 66., 
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them, attended by a fmall number of troops, in order to 
return with all fpeed to court. When he arrived at the 
Adda, he found the enem^ encamped on the oppofite bank^ 
and mailers of the bridge ; but not in the leail alarmed, 
he threw himfelf into the river as foon as it was dark, and 
forcing his way fword in hand through the midft of the 
Barbarians, appeared at court, to the inexpreffible joy of 
the emperor ^. The troops arrived foon after out of Rhse- 
tia ; and Stilicho, putting himfelf at their head, marched 
againft the enemy ; but could not prevent Alaric from paf]>- 
ing the Fo, and advancing to PoUentia, now Pollenza, on. 
the Tanaro in Piedmont, where the two armies engaged. 
Claudian*and Prudentius ' fuppofe the battle to have been 
gained by the Romans ; Cafliodorus in his chronicle main- 
tains, that Stilicho and the Roman army were defeated, and 
fled ; and Jornandes, that the poths, when furprifcd by 
Stilicho, betrayed great fear •, but afterwards behaved cou- 
rageoufly, and put moft of his men to the fword, obliging 
the reft to fave themfelves by a precipitate and diforderly 
flight 8. According to Orofius, the Romans gained the 
battle } but were vanquilhed after the viflory **. The Ro- 
mans, while vidorious, forced and plundered the enemy's 
camp, in which they found the fpoils of feveral provinces^ 
and the wife of Alaric, with his children and daughters- 
in-law, whom they took prifoners. Alaric was no fooner 
informed of their misfortune, than he fent deputies to Sti- 
licho, to offer terms of peace ; which was concluded, upon 
condition of his marching immediately out of Italy ^ 

Purfuant to this agreement, Alaric repafled the Po, and 
retired to Verona, where, in defiance of the late treaty, he 
began to plunder the country, and commit other afts of 
hoftility. In confequence of thefe outrages, Stilicho de- 
tached againft him a ftrong body of Barbarians, by whom 
he was obliged to take refuge amongft the mountains. He 
endeavoured to pafs the Alps, and feize on Gaul or Rhas- 
tia ; but found all the paffes guarded by Stilicho, who kept 
him blocked up, till, moft of his troops deferting him, and 
joining the Romans, he withdrew in the night-time, and 
returned through fecret ways into Pannonia. OroHus 
writes, that the Barbarians could not agree among them- 
felves ; that the Goths were divided into two fadions 5 and 
that the Alans and Hunns, who ferved under Alaric, often 
quarrelled, and deftroyed each other ^. Italy being thus 

e Claudian. BelK Get^ p, i63*-<i68« Conf, Hon, 6. p, i85, 187, 
f Prud, in Symra. p, 243 ^ s Jorn, Rer, Goth.cap^ jo. p. 653* 
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dfellrercd from the Barbarians^ Honorius, to fatisfj^ the (e- 
nate and people of Rome, who by frequent embafEes YizA 
intrcated him to honour their city with his prefence, left 
RaVcnna,' and prac6eded to that rtietfopolis ; which he en- 
tered in triumph, haTirig Stilicho with him in the chariot, ^^^**^* 
jfbout the beginning of December. He was received ^'ith ^^'^ *l 
loud acchmations by the fetiate ih ^ body, by the nobility triumph. 
and people in their richeft dpp^rel. He would not fuffet 
the fenate to attend, according to cuftom, his triumphal 
chariot on foot 5 but allowed his fitter Placidia, and Eu- 
cherius his brother in-law, to pay him that honour. While Hiobolifies 
he was at Ravenna, he entirely fuppreflTed'the flieWs of '^'^'^/ 
gladiators, which, though forbidden by Conftantine th6 ^^*^*^'* 
Great in 325, had been tolerated by his fucceflbrs, even by 
Theodofius himfelf, out of complaifance to the people, fond 
beyohd expreffion of that inhuman diverfion ^. 

In the following year 404, the emprefs Eudoxra died of ^^f ^. 
z mifcarriage, and was interred on the twelfth of the fame ^^ «^' 
month rn tbe church of the Apoftles, where her tomb was 
to be feen many age^ after ". Before her dedth the Hunns 
had invaded Thrace, and the Ifaurian robbefs committed 
great diforders inAfia and Syria. The former, having piU 
laged great part of Thrace and Eaft-Illyricum, retired be- 
yond the Danube, loaded with booty ". Againft the latter 
Arbazacius was detached, who cut great numbers m pieces,' 
arid inclofed them on all fides ; but fuffered them in the 
end to efcapd, being bribed by large fums of money **. 
Suidas, who calls him a native of Ifauria, and a few lines 
after aii Armenian, fays, that froiti his infatiable rapaciouf- 
nefs and avarice, he was nicknamed Harpazacius, or the 
Harpy. The Ifaurians, having now nothing to fear from 
Arbazacius, over-ran the provinces of Cilicia, Pamphyliai, 
li^ycia, Lycaonia, Pifidia, Cappadocia, and Lower Syria,- 
extending their ravages to the frontiers of Pcrfia oh one; 
fide, and to the Euxine fea on the other, ranfacking and 
pillaging the open country, with the villages, and unforti- 
fied towns. They even paffed over into the ifland of Cy- 
prus, atid caufi^d a general conftemation in Phoeniciai Ca- 
rta, Judaea, and Jerufalem itfelf; infomuch that the peo- 
ple were evlsry-where bufied in building walls, in preparing 
ar'rhSf and pottirt^ themfelvcs in a pdfture of defence : biif 
tipoti th6 sf^roach of winter, they withdrew to their inac- 

I Sodr^t. lib. i. cap^. 18.' p. 4$. So% lib. i. cap. 8. p. 4tx. Cod. 
T6«od. lib. XV. tit. 1 1 . leg. x.y. 3^5. « Cedr. p. S34 Cbfon. 

AIM. p; yt^i Cange de Conffaiit. lib. iv, p. no. a 8ocnit. 

I'r6, viii. cap. 95. p. 79|» Pbiloft. lib. xi. f. 5I«* * ^£ U^* ▼• 
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ceflibic mountains, with an immenfe booty, which they 
fharcd with Arbazacius p. 
Henorims In the Weft, Honorius began his fixth confulihip at 
'/miAip^"' ^®"*^> which is the fubjefk of the poem that Claudian 
■'*' "* pronounced on occafion of that folemnity ^. From Rome 
The /eat of he returned to Ravenna, and fixed his rcfidencc, notwith- 
ike Wejiern ftanding the earneft intreaties of the inhabitants of Milan, 
'tr^Z'r r d ^"^'^"^g ^^"^ *® ^^^''' ^^^y- prom this time Ravenna became 
to Ra- ^^^ ^^^^ °^ the Weftern or Roman empire; whence the 
'vewa. country in which it ftood was called Romania, which name 
it ftill retains. 

The next confuls were Stilicho the feCond time, and 
Anthemius, who was foon after appointed prefedl of the 
Eaft, and is much commended by St. Chryfoftom '. We 
fhall have frequent occafion to fpeak of him in the reign 
Yr. of Fl. of Theodofius II. This year the Mazichi and Auxoriani, 
.**55- two nations of Barbarians inhabiting the country between 
U. C. itoV Cyrenaica and Tripolitana, laid wafte great part of Egypt *. 
* ' Arcadius was on the twelfth of June at Nice ; on the tenth 

RaJagai' and twenty-third of Jaly, and twelfth of Auguft at Ancy- 
fus enters ra, in Galatia, whence he returned in the beginning of 
Jtaly nvith autumn to Conftantihople *. Italy was again alarmed with 
tmm'^^^* a fudden irruption of Barbarians, conducted by Radagaifus, 
or R.hodogaifus, one of the kings or chiefs of the Goths, a 
Pagan by religion, and a fworn enemy to the Roman 
name ". He is by fome writers ftyled king of the Hunns *^* 
He entered Italy with Alaric in the year 400, but return- 
ing afterwards beyond the Danubcj he aflembled an army, 
confifting of two hundred thoufaiul Barbarians, of the va- 
rious nations dwelling beyond the v)anube and the Rhine,, 
who were then diftinguifhed by the common name of 
Goths. The commanders, who aflumed the title of Iords> 
amounted, according to Photius, a contemporary writer, 
to the number of twelve hundred *. With this formidable 
hoft he broke fuddenly into Italy, vowing to facrifice to his 
gods, fays Orofiusj all the Roman blood he could fhed. 
His approach threw all Italy, and Rome itfelf, into the 
utmoft conftemation. As Radagaifus was a zealous wor- 
ihipper of the gods, and facrificed every morning to Jupi- 
ter, the Pagans in Rome exclaimed, that he would, with- 
out all doubt, prevail, not fo much by his numerous forces, 
as the protedion of the gods, whom the ungrateful Romans 

p Thcodor. Vit. fatr. cap. fo, ai. p. %%%i 865. q Claud 

Conf. Hon. 6. p. 191. r Chryf. ep. 147. p. 7S0. « Philoft« 

lib. xi. cap. <j. p. 3501 351* <t Cud. Theod. Chron. p. 148. 

u Atfg in Fi'al. cv. cpp. 2o> p. 547. w^Profp. Cbroa. , * Phot, 
cap. 80. p. I So. 
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had banirti^d from a city which they had fo ofteni defended i 
*',Unlefs the ancient religion (faid they) be reftored, and 
Chriftianity, the only caufe.of our calamities, aboIiflicd» 
the city muft fall into the hands of the Barbarians, who 
have the gods on their fide, whom we have forfaken." 
With thefe complaints the whole city was filled^ and thd 
name of Chrift every-where blafphemed, as the true caufe 
of the prefent calamities ^. 

In the mean time Stilicho, having aflembled at Payia all 
the Roman forces, amounting to thirty legions, and rein- 
forced them with great numbers of Goths, Hunns, arid 
Alans, under the command of Sarus a Goth, and Uldirt 
king of the Hunns, left that place, direfting his march-to- 
wards Hctruria, where Radagaifus was engaged in the fiege 
of Florence, which city was already reduced to the utmoft 
extremity. As Stilicho came by furprize upon the enemy; 
he immediately ordered the Hunns, and other auxiliaries, to 
attack one of the three bodies, into which he found their ar- 
my divided. *His orders were executed, and a hundred thou- tvhlch /i 
fandofthe enemy deftroyed, without the lojTs of one man defeated bj 
on the fide of the Romans. Radagaifui^tired with th6 ^^^'^^^» 
reft to the neighbouring mountains of Fefulae, where he was 
clofely befieged by Stilicho, and reduced, with his numerous 
army, to fuch extremity, that he attempted to efcape, and 
leave his men to the mercy of the Romans; but as the pafles and he 
were guarded, he fell into Stilicho's hands, and was by his himfelf td* 
order put to death. His men, finding themfelves abandon- ^^"P^^- 
cd by their leader, and dgftitute of provifions, fubmitted to '(^J/^d 
the Romans in fuch Mmbers, that they were fold like deatA* 
beafts, in droves, at a frown a head * ; but as, by the fa- 
mine that bad raged among them while blocked up in the 
mountains, they had contrafled an ill ftate of health, they ' 
all died in a few days. Orofius and St. Auftin afcribe this 
vi&orj to»a miracle. 

In the following year a dreadful fire happened at Con-» 
ftantinople on the twenty-fifth pf Oftober * ; and Paleftime Pale/im 
was infefted with fuch multitudes of graOioppers, as quite wjffled 
darkened the (ky, and turned day into night. St. Jerom, '^'^ ^^^ 
who was then cojnpofing his comments on the prophet J[oel, %afiop^ 
writes, that, after they had done great mifchief, they were pers* 
driven by the wind, partly into the Dead Sea, partly into 
the Mediterranean, and thrown foon after on both fliores in 
fuch heaps, that they infefled the air, and occafioncd a 
plague ^. Honorius continued all this year at Ravenna, 

r Aug. deCivir, Dei, lib. v. cap. 13. p. 63. * Idem ibid.' 

Orof. p. ftis. Marct CbroAi « Chron. AUxt p. 714, ^ Hien 
in Joel. cap. %. p. 6o« * - 
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where he enafled a law, dated the feventeenth of Aprily 
encouraging all perfonsi whether freedmen or flaves, to 
take arms in defence of their country, and promifing to 
the latter their liberty, to the former three pieces of 
gold to be paid immediately, and feven more after the 
war. This edid was, without all doubt, occafioned h^ 
the motions of the northern nations, who, on the laft day 
of the year 406^ entered Gaul, and, fixing their abode 
there, was the beginning of the total ruin of the Ro- 
man empire in the Weft. At the fame time the Roman 
troops <)uartered in Britain, apprehending the Barbarians 
would, after the entire reduflion of Gaul, crofs the fea, 
and, jointly with the Scots and Irifb, fall upon them, and, 
expecting no afliftance from Honorius, refolved to chooie 
The Rf' an emperor of their own. Accordingly they conferred that 
^V ?• ^ dignity on one Mark ; whom after a few days they mur- 
voli^amd ^^^^^ ^?^^ f^°** difguiil, and placed Gratian, a native of 
fit mp Com- Britain, in his room ^. Gratian, after a (hort reign of four 
JUntimfir months* underwent the fame fate ; and was fucceeded by 
•f^Hf^h Conftantinc, a common foldier, who was chofen merely on 
account of his name, which was common to him with Con* 
ftantine the Great, who, being advanced to the imperial 
dignity in Britain, had made himfelf mafter of the whole 
empire, and governed with great profpcrity and fuccefs *. 
nvktpaffis The prince, immediately after his promotion, pafled over 
9^irimt9 jjjjQ Gau|, taking with him all the Roman forces quartered 
^kichfuh' *» *c ifland, and the ilower of the Britifli youth ; by which 
mitstoAim. means the country, thus left naked and defencelefs, was 
not long after obliged to fubmit to the yoke of new lords. 
Conftantine landed at Boulogne, and» being joined by great 
numbers of Gauls, who chofe rather to fubmit to him than 
to the Barbarians, reduced the whole country. 

The following year 408, is remarkable for many memor- 

Tr. of Fl. able events. In the Eaft died at Conftantlnople, on the firft 

A D 4o«. ^^ ^^h ^^^ emperor Arcadius, after having lived thirty- 

uic. ixofi! one years, and reigned twelve years with his father, and four* 

II.. teen after his death ^, or rather thirteen years, three months, 

Artadius and fourteen days* He was buried near the emprefs £u- 

^'« doxia, in the church of the Apoftles, where their tomb&of 

porphyry were to befcen feveral ages after. He left behind 

him butonefcm^ Theodofiost^hen eight years old, butjuft 

His ijke. weaaed. We have dhferved in tbeliiftory of his' reign^ thai 

be had four daughters, Fiaccilla, Piiklieria» -Arc^ulia, and 

JKSariiia : Flaccilia is. never mentioned by hUloriame-lrat.oii 

c SetZy Hbk IX. cap. 11. p. 8i|. Phot* .cap. 8^. p. 18*. ^ Otof. 
Itjk. vii. cap. t|^ p. %%i, « Tbeod. Ub. ii* p* 568* Socr. Itbi 

vi, cap. »j. p. i%%. 
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ec^afioti of lier birth 5 whence we may conclude, that (he 
died foon after. The other three embraced the ftate of 
virginity, and led exemplary lives. Arcadius was a prince f//, ^^^^ 
naturally inclined to virtue, and an enemy to vice, but of ra^er. 
very flcnder parts, and therefore entirely governed, and 
fliamefully impofed upon, by his miniftcrs, and the em- 
prefs, who abufed his authority to opprefs the people in the 
moft defpotic and tyrannical manner. Conftantine, having 
Induced all Gaul to his obedienc, fent a body of troops into 
Spain, in order to oppofe Didymius and Verianus or Ve- 
rinianus, who, having aflembled the few troops that were 
quartered in that province, and reinforced them with the 
flaves and peafants who were willing to take arms, had feiiz- 
cd on the pafles of the Pyrenees. Didymius and Verinianus 
were brothers, natives of Spain, and nearly allied to Hono« 
rius, for whom they openly declared, while moft of the cities 
of that province were ready to revolt, and fubmit to the 
ufurper '. 

The troops that were firft detached againft them not be- Confiaas 
ing able to force a pafTage through the Pyrenees, which were ike /oh b/ 
carefully guarded by the' two brothers, Conftantine obliged Conftan- 
his eldeft fon, named Conftans, who profefled a monaftic "^'*^ 
life, to quit his retirement, created him Csefar, and dif- S^^'^^ 
patched him with ^he flower of his army, commanded by 
Gerontius, an experienced officer, into Spain. Didymius 
and Verinianus defended the pafles for fome time with great 
rcfolution and intrepidity ; but being overpowered ^ith 
numbers, were at length obliged to retire. Conftans pui*- 
fued them clofely ; and, coming up with them in Lufita- 
nia, now Portugal, defeated them with great flaughter, and 
took both them and their wives prifoners. Upon the news 
of their defeat and captivity, their brothers Theodofius or 
Theodofielus, and Lagodus, who had taken arms in an- 
other province, abandoned Spain to the ufurper.and retired, Hg ra^ca 
the former to the court of Honorius, and the latter to that oUSftatM, 
of Theodofius, who had fucceeded his father Arcadius in 
the empire of theEaft 5. Conftans, having reduced Spain, 
and appointed Gerontius to command the army, and guard 
the Pyrenees, returned to Gaul, where he prefented the 
two illuftrious captives to his father, who immediately or- 
. dered them to be privately put to death. 

To reward his fon for his eminent fervices, he created an^ude- 
him Auguftus, honouring him, faysZofimus \ with a dia- dared Ath^ 
dcm. At the fame time he fent a folemn deputation to Ho- ^H/'*^ 

f Zof. lib. vi. p. 8«6. Orof. lib. vi. cap. 40. p. i»3« Soz. lib. be. 
cap. II. p. 2 1 3. Phot. p. 184. B Greg. Tur. Hid. ?t, lib» ii« 

cap* 9* p« 6it ^ Zof. p. 830. 
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neriuSi excufing his revolt, pretending he had been forced 
by the foldicry to accept of the fovercignty, and demanding 
to be acknowleged as his partner in the empire. Honqriust 
not finding himfelf in a condition to depofe the ufurpert 
complied with his requeft ; and accordingly fent him the 
imperial purple, honouring him, at the fame time, with 
the title of Auguftus \ Italy was at this time threatened 
with a newinvafion of the Barbarians, under the condu^ 
pf the famous Alaric, who, at the inftigation of Stilicho, 
leaving Pannonia and Dalmatian where lands had been 
granted to him and his Goths, paffed unexpe£);ed]y the Alps, 
9nd, breaking into Noricum, threatened to invade It^ly» and 
deftroy all before him, unlefsa certain fum, which he pre- 
tendea to be due to him and his troops, was immediately 
paid. Upon this demand, Honorius, who was then at 
Rome, affembled the fenate, when feveral fenators of great 
diftinflion were for rejefting his demand, and marching 
againft him, urging, that, to comply with an arrogant and 
unreafonable demand, was not buying a peace, but (igning 
a contra£l of perpetual flavery. However, Stilicho, who 
maintained a private correfpondence with Alaric and his 
party, pleading with great warmth in his favour, as if the 
money he demanded was really due, it was agreed, that 
four thowfand pounds weight of gold (hould be fent him. 
Lampadius, \vho had with great boldnefs oppofed this mo-? 
tion, and of confequence incurred the difpleafure of Stili- 
cho, as foon as the fenate broke up, took fanftuary in a 
neighbouring church ^, A few days after, Honorius, leav- 
ing Rome, fet out for Bononia -, whence, after a fhort ftay, 
he removed to Ticinum, now Pavia, attended by Olym- 

J>ius, vho, by an outward fliew of Chriftian piety, fays Zo^ 
imus, had gairied the confidence of the emperor, and was 
employed about his perfon. 

As every one \ya9 now well apprifed of the wicked 6^^ 
fign^ of Stilicho, Olympius difclofed them to the emperor, 
on the road from Bologna to Pavia ; and fa thoroughly con-; 
vinced him of the treachery of his minifter, that the prince, 
roufed by the fenfe of his danger, np fooner arrived at 
Pavia than he difpatched an exprefs to Ravenna, where 
Stilicho then was, with two different orders, the one com- 
manding him to be fecured, and the other to be put to 
death. IJpon the arrival of the meffenger, Stilicho took 
fa£luary in a church j but next day, being in the prcfencc 
pf the Difliop aflurqd by the foldiers upon oath, that they 
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had orders only to arreft him, he left his afyliim, and deli- 
vered himfelf into their hands; a ftep which he had no 
fooner taken than the meffenger produced the v/arrant for 
his death ; whereupon he was beheaded the fame day, the ^ 
twenty-third of Auguft of the prefent year 408 '. It was Several of 
no fooner known at Pavia, that the emperor had ordered hufrirndi 
him to be arreftcd, than the army encamped there, encou- ^f' ^«' '» 
raged by Olympius, fays Zofimus, flew to anns, and flew ^5'^" ^ ^ 
all thofe who were known to be well affefted to the dif- ^* 

graced general ; comprehending many excellent officers, 
and other perfons 0/ great diftindtion (Y). Stilicho pro- 
fefled the Chriftian religion ; but his fon Eucherius was not 
only a Pagan but a profefled enemy to the Chriftians. 

The emperor had married, in the beginning of this year, 
Thermantia, Stilicho's.fecond daughter, Maria, his eldeft 
daughter, whom Honorius hadefpoufed in 398, being dead 
feme years before ". Honorius wedded Thermantia at 
Rome, where the match was concluded by Serena, alleg- Honorius 
ing, fays Zolimus, to her hufband Stilicho, who was averfe divorces 
to it as inceiluous, that the other (ifter died a virgin. Upon ^« ^^^^' 
tkit death of Stilicho, Honorius divorced his daughter, and 
fen t -her back untouched to her mother Serena. 

When Eucherius heard the news of his father's death, he ^uchirius^ 
fled to a church for proteftion ; but being dragged from JJ^f^"/^^^ 
thence by the emperor's order, he was fent under a ftrong 

^ Zof. p, 180. Soz. lib. ix. cap- 4. p. 806. OroC lib. viL cap. 38* 
p. 2zzi ^ Zof. p. 804. Phot. cap. So. p 177. 

. (Y) All authors, except Zo- but Zofimu« pretend* thefe 
fitnus, and the poet Claudian, crimes were all teigned by hii 
agree, that he was guilty of the enemies, in order to prejudice 
crimes laid to his charge ; that Honorius Sgainll him, and pro- 
he maintained a private corre- cure his ruin, to which the cre- 
fpondence with Alaric ; that he dulous prince in the end con- 
invited the Barbarians into fenced* The fame writer adds, 
Gaul, hoping the emperor that, after his death, feveral of 
would reward hi« eminent fer- his friends wcrccruelly tortured, 
vices, after he had driven them and, araongll the reit, Deute- 
out, with afluming him for his rus the emperor^s great cham- 
colleague ; that he had formed berlain, and Peter his chief fe- 
a defign of murdering the two cretary, who died on the rack 
princes Honorius and Theodo- without owning any pf the 
iius, and fcizing on both em- charges that were brought 
pircs for himfcirj and that, by againft him, or them, as privy 
a potion given to Honorius, he to his wicked defigns (i). 
P^-eveated his having any iflue : 

(i) Zo^. p. 811. 819. 
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nitrd to RomC| and executed ^ Thus weie the $Ripirc» 
l^ys Qrofius •, and the church, l?y thp death qf s^ fcw per- 
fpns, delivered from tfie ivrip^ced attempts of th^ir enemies* 
However, we pould wi(h, for the reputation of HonoriuSt 
that the pretended criminals h;^d been cried in due form l 
for fuch as fuffer \KJthout beii^g heard have ^ right to be 
deemed innocent. J^ll the <eccle(|aftic writer^ fuppofe Sti* 
lipho to liaye bee|i guiltv ^ ))^t ^be primes laid to bis charjje 
MTpr^ never prqved* pitqer iii his life-time* or after his 
de^th } ^nd henc^ ZoGm^s lopks fipon thipi^ as U\(p impu- 
tations! anc) groundlefs fyfpicions. ^tilipbo's eftate was 
cpnfifpated, and likevfrife the e(l4(^s of bis avowed parti* 
fans, and fupb as b^d been preferred by btm for money ^i 
and ^eliocrates ^as ordered (Q Hpme tq feize th^m* which 
commiffion ^e difcharged lyitb gre^t humanity, cautioning 
tbofe who were the leaft gui|ty to remove ^heir cffe&s out 
of the way : bi^t his moderation ccift him dear ; for l^e was 
not only deprived of his commi(Son, but fent in bopds to 
Jlavenns^, and y^ould have been put to death, had he f)pt 
found means to efcape out of prifon, and fave bimfelf in a 
church 9. Such was the end of SJtilicho, ^fter he had com- 
manded in chief the Jloman armies for twenty-three years. 
He was no doubt a perfon of extraordinary qualities, a 
reat (latefman, ^ ys^li^nt fqldicr, and experienced officer, 
^le gained fuch an afcendant pver Honorius, who. was 
blindly guided by his counfels, that, till tbe time of his 
dtferace, be governed with more abfolute dominion than 
the emperor bimfelf. Zofimi^s, however partial to his me- 
mory, accufes him of rapine and opprelTion, of great par-^ 
tiality in the adminiftration of juftice, and of conveying by 
decrees into his own coffers the whole wealth of the eni- 
Olfrnplns pire. Stilicbp was fucceeded in the adminiftration ^y Olym? 
frtm mif pius, ^be chief author of his ruin. He was a ^at^ye of the 
^^' country bordering on the Euxine Sea, and. not only pro- 
feffed the Cbriftian religion, but outwardly afFedlcd an ex-^ 
traordinary piety, fays Zofimus, thereby infinuating, tkat 
Ibis piety was counterfeit : but St. Auftin cn^itained a con- 
trary opinion, as appears from the commendations he be^ 
ftows upon him - » as did likewife Symmacbus, though a 
zealous Pagan '. Olympiodorus writes, that be owed bis. 
firft preferment to Stilicho, who recommended him to Ho- 
norius ' : a circumftance which would render ^he return be 
made that minifter highly crimipal, if be had. any thing io^ 

> PhHofli. lib. xii« cap. 3. p. 533. ** Orof; p. sta. P Cod* 

fheod. lib. IX. tit. 40. leg. 10. p. 319. < Zof, f>. Sii. 819. 

f Aug. cp. cxxiv. cxxix. p. 24*. 245. • Sym. lib. ix. cp. 6q, 
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view but the public welfare. He had in Stilicho's life* 
time « copGdergble employment at court, 9nd was, after 
his de9{:h, r^ifed to the pou of magifter officiorum| or ftew-r 
ar4 of the emperor's houihold, one of the greateft employ- 
ni^nts in th^ Itate. Soon after his promotion, he wrote to Hi fa* 
St. Auftin, defiring that zealous prelate to fugged to him, **^**''V^ 
f:ffQm tiifie to time, what he thought would conduce to the ^ """^ 
gp(9d of the chl^rch* In the very beginning of his adminir 
ftr^tionj be c^ttfed feveml laws to be ena^ed againft the 
P^gansj Jews, and heretics, efpeciaily the Donatifts in 
iVfrica », By a law dated the fourteenth of November, 
thofe who were not of the Catholic communion, or dicj pot 
cpnform to the religion of the pririce, were excluded from 
aU empjoymenta at court. When this law was ena£l:ed, 
"*ojie of the chiefs of the barbarians in the Roman fervicc 
refign^d his command \ and his examplci if Zofimus is to 
be cre4ited *, was followed by many others, who were 
either Pagans or Arians. Amongft the feveral law3 of thi^ 
y^ar, relating both to ciyil and ecclefiaftic matters, one 
was ena^ed forbidding all perfoos of quality to trade ; not 
thai trade was by any means looked upon as. degrading, but 
b(^^aufe others, in dealing with men of power and autho- 
rily, were liable to be injured wiihout redrefa. 

When the Roman foldiers quartered in the cities of Italy Thtw^u 
h«:ard of Stilicho's death, they .flew to arms, and, out of Mdehil- 
hatred to him, inhumanly murdered the wives and chil- drenojthi 
4re|i of the Barbarians whom he had taken into the fervice, in^^R^^ 
31^4 whom they on that account confidered as privy to his manfif^' 
wicked defigns. The Barbarians, provoked at this horrid <uiV# mutf*. 
cruelty, vowed revenge ; and, quitting the emperor's fer- <*''#^« 
vice, retired) to the number of thirty thoufand and up- y^ ^t pi 
wa?4$> to Alaric, who, though thus* reinforced, offered tq ^858. 
CQ9^lMde a lading peace with Honorius, and never more A. D. 40S, 
dii^virb the tranquility of the empire, provided he would ^ C» '"^^ 
fend him a fuflSicient fum to pay his army their arrears. ^, 
Honorius refufmg to comply with his demand, he difpatch- ifariaas"" 
ed an cxprcfs to Ataulphus or Athaulphus, his brothcr-in» joinA^ie^ 
la^» who was quartered on the frontiers of Pannonia, or- who. tnteri 
dering him to march with his troops, confiding of Goths ^'^^» *"^ 
ajjd Hunns. into Italy. ^^^'^ 

In the mean time Alaric himfelf, advancing by long 
lurches from Noricum to the Po, crofled that river with- 
out oppofition ; and paiBng in fight of Ravenna* where the 
emperor then was, purfued his march, almoil without halt- 

^. Cod. Tbepd. lib. x?i. tit. 5. leg. 44. p. 165. w Zof. lib. v. 
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ing> till he arrived atRome9 which he immediately' inveft* 
ed, blocking up all the roads and avenues, and placing 
guards at the mouth and on the banks of the Tiber, to pre- 
vent the inhabitants from receiving any fupplies or provi- 
fions by water '. By thefe means the city, which was 
crouded with people, was foon reduced to great diftrefs : 
a famine began to rage, which was attended with a plague, 
arifing from the great number of dead bodies that lay in the 
ftreets unburied ^. In this fituation, the unhappy citizens 
were obliged to fend deputies to treat with Alaric. Thefe 
were Bafilius, who had been prefe£t of Rome in 395, 
and John, the emperor's firft fecretary. 

Alafic accepted their propofals, and agreed to raife the 
fiege, and ever after continue faithful to the Romans, upon 
their delivering up hoftages, and paying him five thoufand 
pounds weight of gold, thirty thoufand of filver, four thou- 
fand filk garments, three thoufand ikins of purple dye, and 
as many pounds of pepper. For railing the required fum, 
the fenators were taxed according to their eftates ; but as 
they were not poffefled of fo much ready money, they had 
recourfe to the ornaments of ihe temples and images of the 
gods : fome of the latter, that were of gold or filver, they 
melted down, and, among the reft, that of Valour ; which 
being dcftroyed, it was pretended that the ancient Roman 
valour was utterly extinguiftied, as had been foretold by 
perfons well verfed in the rites and ceremonies of their 
country. The treaty was ratified by Honorius, and the 
fum thus raifed fent to Alaric, who thereupon raifed the 
fiege, and retired with his army into Hetruria *. When 
he firfl appeared before Rome, the fenate, with the confent 
and approbation of PJacidia, the emperor's filler, then in 
the city, caufed Serena, the widow of Siilicho, to be mur- 
dered, upon a falfe fuppofition, fays ZoGmus, of her pri- 
vately correfponding with the enemy. Lseta, the widow 
of the emperor Gratian, and her mother Piflamene, fignal- 
ized their humanity during the fiege, relieving, with great 
generofity, as Zofimus himfelf owns, the famiOied citizens. 

While the Weftern empire was thus miferably harafled 
by the Barbarians, ^nd rent into two parts by the ufurpa- 
tion of Conftantine, whom Honori as had been obliged to- 
acknowlege for his partner in the fovereignty, a profound 
peace reigned over all the provinces fubjcft to Theodofius, 
though not yet eight years old. They were chiefly indebtcfd 
for the happinefs they enjoyed to Anthemius, who taking 

X Soz. lib. ix. Ctip, 6. p. S07. y Idem ibid. Aug. ep, cap« 
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upon him the adminiftration, difchargc<l the office of prime ^he happy 
miniftcr with an integrity hardly to be equalled in hiftory. admin^ra^ 
He was grandfon to Philippus, ^ho had been prefeft of tim of An^ 
the Eaft under Conftanlius, which office Anthemius him- ^^^'^"i'^ 
fclf difcharged from the year 405 to 41*4*. He was magif- "^^ 

ter officiorum **; ambafl'ador to the king of Ferfia, conful, 
and foon after praefe£ius prsetorio. He had at leaft one 
daughter, who was married to Procopius, by whom (he had 
Anthemius, advanced to the empire in 4^5 . 

He is commended by all the writers oiF thofc times as an fjij ^f^^ 
experienced commander, an able (tatefman, a zealous Chrif- ra^er. 
tian, and one who had nothing fo much at heart as the 
glory of his prince, and the happinefs of the people ^. Pro- Whether 
copius writes, that Arcadius, either diftrufting his brother V^gfrdes 
Honorius, or apprifed that the diftradied ftate of his own p'f^^^g,^ 
affairs would divert him from attending to thofe of the Eaft, appoinud 
begged in his will Ifdegerdes king of Perfia, with whom he guardians 
had entered into a ftriffc alliance, to take upon him the theyom^ 
care and tuition of the young prince : the fame writer adds, P^^*"^*- 
that Ifdegerdes, whb was a prince of great gene rofiiy, fent 
ambafTadors to acquaint the fenate of Conftantinople, that 
he accepted the charge, and was refolved to punifh fuch as 
(hould prefume to raife di'fturbances in the ftate**. Theo- 
phanes, who wrote after Procopius, and has borrowed from 
him the greateft part of his hiftory, adds, that Ifdegerdes, 
not being at leifure to attend the adminiftration in perfon, 
fent Antiochus to Conftantinople, a perfon of extraordinary 
abilities, and of an unblemiihed chara£ler, who difcharged 
the trOft repofed in him with the greateft integrity till the 
year 414, when Pulcheria, taking upon her the adminif- 
tration, he was deprived of his authority and even of his 
Jife * (Z). In the courfe of ihis year the Hunns and Squiri, 

or 

« Socr. lib. vii, cap. i. p. 334. b Cod. Thcod. tit. 6. p. 349, 

cChryf. p. 780. Nirioct>p. Bell. Peril lib* i. cap. 2. p. 7. 

* Theoph- p. 69. 

(Z) It is furprifingthat fuch reckon thi^ fuppofed laft will of 

an event, one of the moll re- Arcadius ; for Agathius tells U5, 

markahle in hidory, fhould be that it was the common talk, 

taken notice of by no hiilorian having bqen handed down by 

before Procopius, who wrote tradition from father to fon ; 

a hundred and fifty years after, but that he found it vouched 

and is often guiUy oFconfider- by no writer except Procopius, 

able miftakes, being milled by not even by thofe- who had 

popular and ill-grounded tradi- given a particular account of 

fipns, among which we may the death of Arcadius (i). And 

(i) Agatb. libf iv, p. 1 37. 
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6r Scyri» a norlhcra nation, invaded Thrace, under tlic 
€ondtt£l of Uidin, of whom we have made mention above ) 
but fome of their officers abandoning them to join the Ro- 
mans, they retired with great precipitation : however, the 
emperor's troops engaging the Squiri before they couM 
reach the Danube, cut great numbers of »them in pieces, 
and took the reft prifoners. By this overthrow that na- 
tion was almeft extirpated '• 

As Honorius, under various pretcnees, declined deliver* 
ing up the promifed boftages to Alaric, and executing fome 
other articles of the treaty not mentioned by hiftorians, the 
fenate authorifed Attains, Csecilianus, and Maximianus or 
MaximiUanu8,toreprefcnt in their name theevils that might 
thence accrue to the empire, efpecially the capital. But 
their remonftances were utterly difregarded by the emperor, 
mifled, fays Zofimus, by Olympius, and Alaric's enemies 
at court s. However, he raifed Attalus to the poft of conies 
largitionum, and CseciUanus to that of pr»fe£bus prsetorio^. 
In the mean time Alaric, provoked at the emperor's back- 
wardnefs in complying with the articles of the late treaty, 
left Hetruria, and, approaching Rome, blo(;ked it up a 
fecond time, his army being reinforced with forty thoufand 
flaves, who had made their efcape out of the city. Hono- 
rius fent fix thoufand chofen troops to the defence of the 
place ; but they were intercepted by Alaric's parties, and 
all either cut off or taken prifoners, except Valens their 
commander, Attalus, and about a hundred more, who, 
with much difficulty, efcaped to Rome. Maximilianus, 
one of the prifoners, was ranfomed by his father with thirty 
thoufand pieces of gold. In the mean time Ataulphus was 
advancii^ to join Alaric. He had already paffod the Ju- 
lian Alps, and ehtered the province of Venetia, when Ho- 
norius difpatched all the forces quartered in the neighbour- 
xxig towns againft him, who cut in pieces eleven hundred 
ofhismen, with the lofs only of fifteen ; but notwithftand- 



' Soz. lib. ix. cap. 6« p. S07, 809* 
b Cod. Theod. Cbron. p. 153. 

indeed Socrates, Sozomcn, 
Thcodoret, Zofimus, Fhiloftor- 
gius, both Profpcrs, and Mar- 
cellinus, take not the lead no 
ticeof this memorable tranfac- 
lion. Ifidoreof Pelufium, and 
Synefiu8(2), mention an eu« 



B Zof. lib. V. p. 817— 819. 



nuch, named Antiochus, who, 
pafling from the lervice of a 
Pcriian lord, named Narfes, to 
that of Theodofius IF. became 
preceptor to the young prince^ 
which perhaps gave rife to the 
above mentioned tradition. 



<x) Ifidor, PeUlib. i.ep^ 31^. p. ti. Syn. p. S4. 
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ifig this check, Ataulphtts purfued his march, and joined 
Alaric. About this time, Olympius, the prime minifter, Oljmpius 
was difgraccd, diveftedof all hia honours, and difchargcd, difgracti. 
the eunuchs oif the court accufing him to the emperor as 
the author of the prefent calamities. He was fucceeded by 
Jovius, then prcfed of Italy, a perfon much commended 
by ZofimuS) a circumftance which gtres us room to be- 
lieve him to hare been a Pagan \. for he is fcarcc ever fo 
lavi(h of his praifes on thofe who profeiTed the Chriftian 
religion. With Olympius feveral other officers were chang- 
ed. Attalus was made prefefl: of Rome, and Demetrius 
comes hrgitiohum, or treafurer, in his place. 

The foldiers, mutinying at Ravenna, demanded the ^higene* 
heads of the two generals Turpilio and Vigilantius, and ''?{' ^«''- 
Ukewife of Terentius and Arfacius, the emperor*^ two firff ^y!^.^. 
chamberlains* The timorous prince, at the inftigation of p^lt^^^^ 
Jovius, perhaps the author of the tumult, ordered the two death* 
generals to be conveyed on board a veflcl, in order to be 
lent into exiles but the foldiers, who were charged to con- 
dn£t them, put them both to death. Terentius was banifli- 
dd into the Eaft, and Arfacius confined to the city of Mi- 
Ian ^. Eufebius was made great chamberlain in the room of 
Terentius; Valens fucceeded Turpilio in the poft of gene- 
ral of the horfe ; and the office of comes domefticorum, 
held by Vigilantius, was given to Ellebichus or AUobichus. 
Thcfe were all creatures to Jovius, whofe authority was 
thus firmly eftabliihed ^. At the fame time Generides, by 
llirth a Barbarian, was appointed general of the troops quar- 
tered in Rhsetia, Noricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia ; which 
c^ountries he prote£ked with great fidelity againft the Barba- 
rians who attempted to invade them. Zofimus wriljes, 
that he was a Pagan, and that for his fake Honorius revok- 
ed the law excluding the Pagans from all employments. 
The fame law was repealed with refpeft to heretics, efpe- 
ci?illy the Donatifts, to whom fome churches were rcftored„ 
which had been formerly taken from them, the emperor 
following, in this particular, the advice of Jovius, Of He- 
raclianus count of Africa, and of Macrobius the author of 
the Saturnalia, as is commonly believed, at that time pro- 
confulof Africa*. 

Alaric having advanced to the neighbourhood of Rome, 
the fenate fent a fecond deputation to the emperor, preffin^ 
him to execute the articles of a treatv which he himfeu 
bad ratified. Alaric approved of this uep, and appointed a 

< Zof. p. Sio> 821. k Phot' p. \%u ^ Hicr. Ep. viii. p. 65* 

Cod. Thisod^ tit» 4. pb IS9* 

body 
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body of Goths to efcort the deputies, among whom was In- 
nocent bifliop of the city. At the fame time Alanc> by the 
advice of Jo vius^ with whom he had been intimately ac- 
quainted in Epirus, advanced with part of his army to Ari- 
minum, or Rimini, that he might be nearer at hand to treat 
with the emperor, than at Ravenna. Jovius himfelf met 
him at Rimini \ and, after fome conferences, wrote to 
court, advifing the emperor to comply with the articles 
formerly agreed to ; or, if he thought them unreafonabie, 
to fatisfy Alaric by preferring him to the poft of com- 
Honvrius mander in dhief of all the Roman forces. To this letter 
rtfufes /• the emperor anfwcrecl, that he was refolved never to prefer 
^"'^h^^tk ^ AIaric» or any of his people. The emperor's letter being 
p^po/aU of delivered to Jovius, while he was in Alaric's tent, and he 
jiaricp With the utmofl imprudence reading it out aloud, Alaric 
was fo incenfed at the prince's declaration, that he imme- 
diately decamped, dire£ting his march towards Rome : but, 
foon after, changing his refolution, fcnt fome biftiops to Ho- 
norius> with very moderate propofals ; for he offered to en- 
ter into a perpetual alliance with Honorius, and to defend 
the empire againft all invaders, provided he would only 
fend him a fmall fum to pay his men their arrears, that they 
might not mutiny when difbanded, and allow them to fettle 
in Rhxtia and Noricum, which provinces paid but an in- 
conGderable tribute, and nevertbelefs obliged the emperor, 
as they were expofed to the incurGons of the neighbouring 
Barbarians, to. maintain numerous armies to defend them ; 
a talk which he took upon himfelf to difcharge, without 
putting the empire to the lead expence. Thefe propofals, 
however reafonable, were rejedled, Jovius having, by his 
imprudence, cut off all means of accommodation ; for« ap- 
prehending the emperor might, from his late imprudent 
conduft, fufpecl him of privately favouring Alaric, heqver- 
gmJ /wears afled the contrary part, inducing the emperor to fwear, 
wn/er to that he would never make peace, but wage perpetual war 
^UkP^^^ with Alaric : he himfelf, and all the officers, both civil and 
military, took the fame oath °*; Alaric, though informed 
J'^'. of thefe unaccountable proceedings, fent back the bifhops 
to Ravenna, earneflly intr^ating the emperor, who had not 
fufficient forces to withftand him, not to fufFer that (lately 
metropolis, which for fo many ages had been revered by 
aH nations as miftrefs of the world, to become a prey to 
her enemies. 

But the emperor continuing in his former refolution^ 
Alaric purfued his march to Rome ; and approaching the 

It* . . V "• 

^ Soz. lib. IX. cap* 7. p. SoS; 809. Zof. Szi— Sh > 
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city, acquainted the inhabitants with the emperor's invin- 
cible obltinacy, inviting them, at the fame time, to Confult 
their own fafcty by joining him againft Honorius. This Yr. of Fl. 
propofal they rejefted at firll with indignation ; but Alaric -. ^59* 
having, after a few days fiege, taken the caftle at the mouth u.c/1207'. 

of the Tiber, in which all the public provifions were lodged, « ' 

they immediately opened their gates, and received him into He bejieges 
the city, which he entered, attended by a fmall guard. He ^of^f 5 
obliged the citizens to renounce their allegiance to Hono- '"'f''^"/"^ 
rius, and acknowlege, not himfelf, but Attains, then pre- ackno^W' 
feft of the city, for emperor. Attains was a native of legej Atta" 
Ionia, and greatly beloved by Alaric and his Goths, be- lus for em' 
caufe he had been baptifed by Segifarius their bifhop, con- pf'^^^* 
fequently profcfled the doftrine of Arius, though he. was, 
in his heart, a Pagan, according to Philoftorgius ". Attalus, 
thus created emperor by . Alaric, made him, in return, 
commander in chief of all his forces, and Ataulphiis his 
comes domefticorum, diftributing the other great employ- 
ments amongft Pagans and Arians. As it was a matter of 
the utmoft importance to fecure Africa, whence Rome was 
fupplied with provifions, Alaric advifed the new emperor 
to fend thither a confidcrable body of troops under the con- 
dud of Drumas, who was a Goth, and an officer of great 
experience and addrefs : but Attalus, contrary to the ad- 
vice of Alaric, fent Conftantine, or Conftans, a perfon en- 
tirely unacquainted with military affairs, and with him but 
a fmall number of troops, being affured by ^ the arufpicesy 
fays Sozomen, that Africa would immediately fubmit **. 
But Conftantine was, upon his firft landing, cut off, with The ufurp- 
' all his men, by Heraclianus, who placed guards in all the ''"'' *^oops 
ports of Africa, that no corn might be conveyed to Rome, ^^^'J^ ^ 
"which was foon reduced to great diftrefs. ^^ Africa' 

In the mean time Attalus, without waiting for news from 
Africa, left Rome with the fuccours he recenred from 
Alaric, with a dcfign to befiege the emperor in Ravenna ; 
"ivho, alarmed at his motions, difpatched Jovius, the prime 
minifter, Valens, general of the foot, Potamus, the qussftor, 
and Julian, his firft fecretary, to wait his arrival at Rimini, 
and acquaint him, that the emperor was willing to acknow- 
lege him as his partner in the empire. But Attalus would 
only grant Honorius his life, and the liberty of retiring to 
what ifland he (hould choofe for the place of his refidence p. 
Jovius, in a private conference with Attalus, not only ad* 
vlfed him to infift upon thefe terms, but fuggefted to him, 

n Philoft. lib. xii. cap. -3. p» 533. ' Soz. p. Sio. P Zof> 

p* 8*3. Phot, p. i8i. 

that 
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that he ought to maini the emperor^ fo ts to prerem his* 
' haying iflbe ; which wicked fuggeftion was rcjcftcd with 
horror, if Olympiodorus is to be credited, bf Attalus him- 
felf. That treachcfous minifter retorned to court ; but be« 
ing difpatched to the ufurper with new propofalsi he con^ 
tinued with him. Honorius^ finding himfelf betrayed by 
his friends, and in no condition to oppofe fo many enenltes 
at once, refohcd to abandon Ravenna, and retire by fea 
Hontrhs into the Eaft ; but was diverted from that refolution by the 
rernves a feafonable arrival of four thoufand men, fent by his ne- 
feafonabU phew Theodofios ; which encouraged him to continue at 
"^hMus! Ra^cn^a» ^"^ wait the iffue of the war in Africa. And 
' indeed his arms were attended there with uncommon fuc- 
cefs ) for Attaints having, after the death of Conftantine, 
fent thither 3 body of troops mare titmierous than the 
firft, Heraclianus cut them oiFlikewife ; and not only con- 
tinued to keep the ports blocked up/ fo that no provifions 
could be com eyed to Rome, but fent a feafonable fup{>Iy 
of money to Honorius, which he immediately diftributed 
among the foldiery, and by that largefs re-eftabliihed his 
affairs 4. In the mean time Alaric reduced all the cities of 
Liguria and iEmiiia, except Bononia, which he Was ob- 
liged to abandon, after having lain a coniiderable time be- 
fore it. He caufed Attalus to be proclaimed emperor, and 
obliged the people to fwear allegiance to him. 

While thefe things paifed in Italy, Geroncids, to whom 
Conftans, the'fon of Gonilantine, had conittiitt^ the go- 
vernment of Spain, revolting upon fome difguft, prodaiih- 
Maximus cd Maximus for emperor, whom Olytspiodorus fuppofes to 
Jet up m jj^g been bis fon, while other writers ftyle him his client 
CtrMtau, ^^ creature •. Oiofius fpcaks of him as a perfort of a nii^h 
extraAion, and altogether unknoWn. It Was no (tfontr 
know^ in Gaul, that Geroncius had revolted^ than the 
Vandals, Suevians, Alans, and other Ba'tba^iatis^ whom 
Conftantine had fuffered to renfiain in that province, Sew 
to arms« probably at the infti^tion of tb^ new ufurpif, arid 
made themfelves nfaftera of feveral cities^ The p^p1e, 
finding thenifclves thus harraffed bj' the Barbarians, a*id ex- 
pefking no relief either from Hon<>fit]s or Cohflahfine, re- 
The Britons {^{j^^ to defehd themfelves. Tht Briiom were thef firft 
tht empire- ^^^* abandoniiTg the ctnpire, eftabliftie* a new foWh of go- ' 
^ ^' veifnine<>t amo*g themfelves, after havifig driveW.out'th*' 
Scats or Irifl», who li^d invaded tb«irco«mfry. Thu*thefy 
contiiniaedl 2L free people till the jtiit ^^i^ 6#4i2v whcir/ 

<) Zof. p. 829.' Orof. lib. vii. cap^4%i p> ti4* * SotB. p. 8l4« 

Greg. Tur. p. 63. » Phot, cap. 8 p. p. i%4. 
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overpowered by their warlike neighbours the Scots, they 
were forced to implore the protedion of the empeior, and 
fubmit again to the laws of the empire. All the Armo- andthi 
rici, fays Zofimus, that is> in the language of the Gauls, ^rmorid. 
the maritime people, followed the example of the Britons ; 
and, (baking off the Roman yoke, gave rife to a new ftate 
and government, which, notwithftanding all their efforts, 
proved of fhort duration. The Barbarians, comprehending 
the Vandals, the Alans, and the Suevians, meeting with J^^ ^^»- 
greater oppofition than they cxpeftcd from the inhabitants ^„^'^^^^ll 
of Gaul, who had taken arms in their own defence^ aad ^„^ ^^^^^ ' 
acquainted with the diftradied ftate of Spain, refolvfid to Sfaift.^ 
try whether they could fettle in that country. They in- 
vaded it accordingly, and having made themfelves mafters 
of it, divided the provinces among them. 

As Heraclianus continued to keep the ports- of Africa A great 
blocked up, and the lands in Italy had not been tilled for famine 
feveral years, occaConed by the wars, the Roman people ^f^" '* 
were redaced to feed upon cheftnuts; even human fleih ^^^* 
was publiclv fold, and feveral mothers were faid to have 
devoured their children •. This calamity obliged both Ala- 
ric and Attains to repair to Rome, in order to advife with 
the fenate about the proper means of fupplying the city. 
Mod part of the fenators advifed fending into Africa a body 
of Goths, Alaric engaging that Drumas, one of bis offi- 
cers, would reduce it with five hundred men only ; but 
Attains openly declared, that he would not by any means 
employ Goths in that war; a declaration which fo piqued 
Alaric, who had already begun to confider Attains not qua- 
lified for the high ftation to which he had been ratfed, that ' 
be refolved to depofe him, left, by his obftinacy and impru- 
dence, he fhould ruip his affairs. He was confirmed in 
this refolution by Jovius, who perfuaded him, that Atta- 
Iu8, fcorning to depend upon him, and to hold the empire 
upon precarious terms, was determined to take away bis 
life- 

This condud; of Jovius has induced fome writers to be- 
lieve, that he maintained a private correfpondence with 
Honorius ; and that he abandoned him with no other view 
than to betray Attains ^ Be that as it may, Alaric, finding 
the new emperor unequal to fo great a charge, and pro- 
voked at his late declaration and miicondu£t with refpe£t 
to the affairs of Africa, fent deputies once more to Hono- 
rjus, with very rcafonable terms j which the emperor 

• Socrat. lib. 'ix,. p. Sio. Zof. lib. vi. p. S30. t Philoftorg. 
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feeming inclined to accept, Alaric publicly ftripped tfae 
mock prince of all the enfigns of fovereignty, and fent them 
to Honorius. He would not, however, deliver up either 
Attalus, or his fon Ampelius ; but infilled upon their being 
pardoned, as their crime was owing more to him than to 
them **. Attalus being depofed, Alaric approached Raven- 
na9 and (lopped at a place called the Alps, about nine miles 
from that city, in order to ratify the treaty of accommoda-^ 
tion between him and the emperor. But this peaceable face 
of affairs was foon changed by an unfortunate and unfore- 
feen accident: Sarus, the Goth, commanded a body of 
three hundred men in Ficenum, without declaring either 
for Honorius or Alaric. However, Ataulphus, who bore 
him an irreconcileable hatred, refoived to deftroy him, and 
with this view marched at the head of a ftrong party againft 
him J a circumftance which obliged Sarus to declare for Ho- 
norius, and retire to Ravenna. Olympiodorus writes, that 
Alaric was fo incenfed at the kind reception Sarus expe- 
rienced from the emperor, that he would hearken to no 
terms. On the other hand, Sozomen tells us, that Sarus, 
apprehending a peace would be prejudicial to him, fell un- 
expedledly upon the Goths, and put fome of them to the 
fword. However that be, it is certain that Alaric departed 
in a great rage from the neighbourhood of Ravenna^ and 
returned to his army, encamped near Rome, as foon as 
Sarus hgd joined the emperor, reftoring the purple, and 
other enfigns of majefty, to Attalus ; but in a few days de- 
grading him again, as if he defigned to traduce, and expofe 
to ridicule, the imperial dignity ^. Socrates relates, that 
having (hewed bim to the foldiery with all the enfigns of 
^fovereignty, he expofed him the very next day to public 
view in the drefs of a flave *. 

Alaric blocked up Rome on all .fides, and as proviCons 
were already very fcarce, reduced it in a few days to the 
utmoft extremity. Some autliors, and among the reft St. 
Jcrom y, write, that it held out a long time ; while others 
alTert, Alaric reduced it with fuch expedition, that Hono- 
rius, when told by one of his courtiers, that Rome was 
loft, underftood he meant a favourite cock bearing that 
name, not being yet informed, that the city of Rome was 
befieged *. There is likewife a difagreement among au- 
thors as to the manner in which it was taken. Procopius 
maintains, that Froba, an illu^ious Roman matron, pity- 

tr Pbot. cap. So. p. iSi. Zof. lib. vi. p* S^o. Soz. p. 810. PbiL 
lib. xii. cap. 3. p. 533. w Orof lib. vii. cap. 41. p. a»4* ' ^ocr. 
lib. vii. cap. 10. p. 346, 347. y Hicr. cpift, 16. p. ixi» - » Profp- 
Bell. Vana* iib.i«cap« a, p, i80| 
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ing the unhappy condition of the people, reduced by the 
famine that prevailed in the city to the fatal neceflity of de- 
vouring one another, opened the gates ia the night to the 
enemy. Sozomen fays it was taken by treachery, without 
explaining himfelf farther ■ ; but Orofius ufes the word 
irrumpit ; which feems to import, that the enemy took the 
city by aiTault. Be this as it may, that proud and haughty 
city, ftyled the metropolis of the univerfe, after having 
triumphed over fo many nations, and extended her domi- 
nion from one end of the known world to the other, was, 
on the twenty-fourth of Auguft of the prefent year 410, 
taken by a Barbarian, who had not a foot of land which he 
rouUi properly call his own. As Ihe had, for the fpace of 
one thoufand one hundred and fixty-threc years, pillaged 
the reft of the world, and enriched herfelf with the fpoils 
of the plundered nations, fhe underwent, in the end, the 
fame fate, and fuffered, in her turn, the fame calamities 
which (he had brought upon others. 

Alaric, addrefling his foldiers, told them, that all the j^'"''!.^^^ 
wealth'lodged in the city wastheir's, and therefore he gave ^/" 
them full liberty to feize it j but at the fame time he drift- fpantkt 
]y commanded them to flied the blood of none but fuch as li*ves ofthi 
they fliould find in arms ; and, above all, to fpare thofe fitixtpst 
who fliould take fanSuary in the holy places, efpecially in 'fP^^^J 
the chutches of the apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul, which Jh^fy 
he named becaufe they were moft fpacious, and confe- /« the 
<]AientIy capable of affording an afylum to great numbers chuukiSm 
of people. Having given thefe orders, he abandoned the 
city to his Goths, who treated it no better, according to 
St. Jerom, than the Greeks are faid to have treated ancient 
Troy ^ ; for after having plundered it for the fpace of three, 
or, as others afErm, of fix days, they fet fire to it in 
feveral places; fo that the (lately palace of Salluft, and 
many other magnificent buildings, were reduced to aflies : 
Erocopius writes, that there was not in the whole city 
one houfe left entire ^ ; and both St. Jerom and Philo- 
ftorgius •, that the great metropolis of the empire was re- 
duced to a heap of ruins. Though many of the Goths, 
purfuant to the orders of their general, refrained from kill- ; 
ing thofe who made no refi (lance, y^t others, more cruel 
and blood-thirdy, mafTacied all they met; fo that the 
ftreets in fome quarters of the city were foon covered with 
heaps of dead bodie ', and fwimming in blood ^. However, 

a Soz lib. ix. cap. 9. p. 8ii. k Orof. p. ^%%• < Hier. 

epift. i6. p III. ** Procop. p. 179, • Philoft. p. 534. 

f Idem, ibid* 
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not the leaft injurv was ofFered to thofe who had fled fo 
the churches ; and the Goths themfelves conveyed thither, 
as to places of fafety« fuch as they were deGrous fhould be 
fparcd «. Many of the ftatues of the gods, which, had 
been left entire by the emperors as excellent pieces of art, 
were on this occaGon deftroyed» either by the Goths, who, 
though moftly Arians, were zealous Chriflians, or by a 
dreadful ftorm of thunder and lightning, which fell at the 
fame time upon the city. The Pagans afcribed the calami- 
tics which Rome fuflFeied, to its having baniflied the gods, 
by whom it had often been protected againft much more 
powerful enemies. Thefc calumnies St. Auftin confuted 
in his 8 1 ft, 105 th, and io6th fermons, in another intituled. 
Of the Dcftrudlion of the City of Rome **, and in his great 
work De Civitate Dei, wherein he (hews, that Rome had 
ftt0ered greater afflidions before it embraced the true 
faith, and that it wafi preferved by the Chriilian religion 
from total deftru£tion ^. 



CHAP. LXIV. 

The Hifiory of the Eaftern and PTeJlern Empire, 
from the taking of the City by the Goths, to 
the Death of Theodojius IL 

>/fIartert' A LARIC having remained, according to fome, fix, 
iirfs, nuith "^^ according to others, only three days in Rome, retired 
the ^wealth into Campania, carrying with him immenfe wealth, and a 
0/ Rome, great number of captives ; among whom was Placidia, the 
am- fifterof Honorius, whom he treated with all^he rcfpeft 
due to her rank and fex. After he had ravaged Campania, 
Lucania, Samntum, Apulia, Calabria, and the country of 
the Brutii, he approached the ftraits of Sicily, with a defign 
to vififthat illand, and afterwards Africa, which he intend- 
ed to teduce i but the fleet he had prepared for that pur- 
pofe having fufFered great damage in a ftorm, he continued 
m the neighbourhood of Rhegium, deliberating' what far- 
ther meafures he fliould take ; but before he came to any 
refoiution, he was fuddenly feized with' ficknefs, which 

t Hier. & Soz. ibid. h Aug, Scrm. p' 546. & Rom. Excid. 

p. 330^ 1 Idem, de Civ. Dei. 

carried 



fofita. 



Eaftern and Weft em Empire. , j 7 j 

carried him ofF in a few days ^. The Goths were deeply He dm in 
concerned for the death of their monarch ; fearing the the nei^h- 
Romans Ihould offer fome indignity to his bones, they turn* bourhood of 
cd the courfe of the Bufento near Cofenza, in the Farther ^%'««- 
Calabria \ and haying buried him, with many lich fpoiis 
bro.ught from Home, in the bed of the riirer, they reftored 
€he waters to their natural current^ and killed all the ilaves 
they had employed in the work. Having taken this pre- 
caution, they raifed to the throne Ataulphus, brother-ia- AtauMiu 
law to the deceafed prince, who had married his fifter. chofen king- 
Jomandes writesi that he returned to Rome, and pillaged i" ^'^ 
that city a fecond time. But of this fecond deftrudion of ^^^* 
Rome no mention is made by any of the writers who flott- 
riflied at that time. 

While the Barbarians were ravaging Italy on one fide, Conflantint 
Conftantine, leaving Gaul, entered it on the other, j^x^ in^vada ^ 
tending that he was marching to the afliftaace of Hono- ^^^tfl 
rius, though his real defign was to ftrip him of the few 
provinces that remained under his dominion.- With this 
▼iew he advanced as far as Verona ; but while he was pre- 
paring to pafs the Po,, in order to march to Ravenna, and 
confer with the emperor about the moft proper meafores 
to be taken in the prefent jun£ture, he received news of 
the unhappy, but deferved end of Alabicus or AllobicuSy 
one of Honorius's generals, whom that prince had caufed 
to be executed, upon a well-grounded fufpicion of his pri- 
vately correfponding with the ufurper '. This cataflrophe but repejfes 
Conftantine no fooner underftood, than he repailed the ^^ ^^P' '« 
Alps, and retired to Aries, where he found his fon Con- ^J^^'J^^^^I^ 
ftans driven out of Spain by the Barbarians. Geroncius, tgjrUj, 
w^ho had joined them againft him, purfued him into Gaul ; 
a circumftance which obliged Condantine to fend Edobicus, 
one of his generals, to procure fupplies among the Franks 
and Germans, and commit the guard of Vienne, and the 
other cities on the Rhone, to his fon Conftans. But Gc- c«n/faus 
roncius, mean time, invefting Vienne, took the places taken and 
and having put Conftans, whom be found in it, to death, ^"'^ . 
advanced without oppofition to Aries, and clofcly bcficged (^^^J,,^s 
Conftantine himfelf*. While the "Weftern empire was ivhoht- 
thus involved in calamities, the provinces in the Eaft en- Jtfgts Con^ 
joyed profound peace, under the wife adminiftration of Pj^"^'*'''^ ''* 

^ OroH HI), ii. cap. T9. p. 164. Socrat. lib. vii. cap. lo. p. 347. 
Fhiloft.fib. xii. cap. 3. p. 543. Aug. Civ Dei, lib. i. cap. 10. p. S. 
Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 30. p. 653. ' ^^z. lib. ix, cap. 11. p. 814, 

Pbot^ cap. fto..p. iSk. Zof. lib. v. p, S21. . » Sos. Ub- ix. 

cap, ia« p. 8i4« Pbot.p. 184. OrDf. p. s24« 
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Anthemius ; fo that nothing remarkable happened there, ex« 
cept the difgrace of Andronicus, governor of the Pentapolisi 
who, for his tyrannical extortions, was firft excommuni- 
cated by Syneuus, bifliop of Ptolemais, the metropolis of 
that province, and afterwards removed by Anthemius from 
his government ". 

In the following year, 411, Honprius fent Conftantius, 
an officer of great expeiience and addrefs, inviolably at* 
tached to the intereft of his prince, into Gaul, with what 
troops he could fpare, to oppofe Conftantine, whom, after* 
his entering Italy, the emperor no longer confidered as his 
partner in the empire, btst as a public enemy. Conftantius 
was not by birth a Barbarian, but a Roman ; that is, he 
was bom a fubjeft of the empire, according to Olympio- 
dorus, in the city of Panaifa in Illyricum. Valefius fup- 
pofes, upon what authority we know not, that he was a 
native of Naifius in Dacia, the birth-place of Conftantine 
the Great ^. He was a man of extraordinary parts, well- 
ihaped in his perfon, agreeable in his converfation, frank, 
generous, an enemy to all diffimulation and reftraint, dif- 
interefted, brave, and equally capable of commanding an 
army and governing the ftate. He was no fooner named 
for this expedition, than he departed, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, for Gaul, where he was joined, upon his 
firft arrival, by moft of the troops of Geroncius, then em- 

Sloyed in reducing the city of Aries, in which was Con- 
antine himfelf, as we have related above. 
Geroncius, finding himfelf abandoned by his men, raifed 
the fiege, and fled into Spain, where the few foldiers who 
attended him, provoked at his unfeafonable feverity, at* 
tacked him in the houfe where he was lodged ; which he 
defended, though affifted only by one friend, and a few ' 
flaves, with great refolution and intrepidity, killing three 
hundred of the aiTailants- At length the flaves, confult- 
ing their own fafety, made their efcape \ Geroncius might 
have made his efcape alfo, had he beep able to prevail 
upon himfelf to forfake his wife, whom he tenderly loved. 
Being overpowered, and cut ofFfrpni every refource, he re- 
folved to lay violent hands on himfelf. His wife Nonni- 
chia, apprifed of this refoli^ion, earneftly it^treated him to 
put her to death rather th^n fuffer her to fall intq the hands 
of the incenfed foldiery. Moved with her tears, he firft 
^ifpatched her, then bis friend, and laftly himfelf p. Maxi- 
mus, whom Geroncius had declared emperor, was fecured 



" SyncC cap. 74.. p. %%o, 
f prof. p. 22^. Soz. p. Si5t 



* Val. Rer, Franc, lib, iii. p. 107. 
Phot. p. 185. 

and 



Eajlern and fVeftern Empire. 375 

«nd brought to Conftantius, who ftrippcd him of the en- Max'mus 
figns of majeftyy but fpared his life,* as an inofFenfive per- tahn, but 
fon, and incapable of giving the lead umbrage. ^'J '»/^ 

Conftantius purfued the iiege of Aries, which Geroncius IP^^^'^* 
had begun. Conftantine, who was in the place with his 
iecond fon, Julian, defended the citv four months, in ex- 
pe£fcation of the fuccours which Edobicu3 was fent to pro- 
cure amongft the Franks, and other German nations. Edo- 
bicus arrived at length, at the head of an army much more 
numerous than that of Conftantius ; which fo terrified the 
emperor's generals, that ^ey thought of abandoning the 
(iege, and retiring to Italy. But their retreat being cut off 
by the enemy, they were forced to rifle a battle. Ulphilas, Th Gtr- 
therefore, who commanded under Conftantius, pafling^the «^^» ^J«* 
Rhone with, a ftrong detachment of foot, concealed himfeif ^/^'^'^z- 
among the woods, till the enemy pafled, and were ready c^fian-^ 
to engage Conftantius; when, falling fuddenly upon their tine^df 
rear, while Conftantius charged them in front, they were fn^ad^ 
immediately routed. Edobicus fled to the houfe of a 
Gaulifh lord, named Ecdices, who, notwithftanding the 
many favours he had received at his hands, flruck off his 
bead, and carried it to Conftantius, who ordered the 
traitor to depart the camp that inftant, left his prefence 
fliould draw down from, heaven fome misfortune upon the 
whole army ^. Conftantius returned to Aries, which ftili 
held out with gr^at obftinacy, till news were brought to the 
Roman camp, that Jovinus, having ufurped the imperial 
title In Farther Gaul, was advancing in full march to Aries, 
at the head of a formidable army, confifting of Alemans, 
Franks, Burgundians, and Alans, with a deiign to fall on 
the emperor's army. Upoi> this intelligence Conftantius 
complied with the terms which had been propofed before 
by the befieged, but rejcfted by him ; importing, that he 
fiiould grant a general indemnity, and promife, upon oath, 
that the lives of Conftantine and Julian (hould be fpared- 
In confequence of this capitulation the gates were opened, 
and the vi£borious army was received into the town. Con* ArUsfiirT 
ftantinehad fome time before divefted himfeif of , the pur- rendendH 
pie, and, taking fanftuary in a church, caufed himffilt to ^?^fi^^* 
,bc ordained prieft, thinking that charaftcr would prote£l '^*"' 
him from the emperor's juft refentment. Conftantius, ne- 
verthelefs, caufed both him and his fon to be fecured, and 
fent into Italy, where they were, by the emperor's orders, Con/lanthi 
beheaded about thirty miles from Ravenna. Honorius f^^'^^* 

• 4 Greg. Tan Hift. Franc, lib. ii. cap. 9. p. (f5* S09. liU ix. cap* 
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woold not grant them their lives, hecaufe they had aflaffi-* 

nated his two coufins Didymius and Verinianus ; but as 

they had been promifed indemnity by his lieutenant, the 

Chriftian as well as the Pagan writers condemn this adion 

^wmus *^ ^ breach of faith unworthy of a prince. About the fame 

taufeshim- time that Condantine diveited himfelf of the purple, Jo« 

ffif toht vinus, or, as he is ftyled by Sozomen and PhiloftorgiuSt 

prociatmtd JfoTianus, aiTumed it at Mundiacum, fays Olympiodorus ' ) 

tmftror^ which feme take to be Mentz^ He was defcended from 

one of the mod illuftrious families in Gaul, and is faid to 

have caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor at the infti<* 

gation of Goar, king of the Alans, and Guntarius» or Gon« 

dicarias, prince of the Burgundians *• It aj^ars from his 

medals that he reduced Treves * ; but his reign was (hort, 

as will foon appear* In the Eaft the tranquility which 

the people had long enjoyed* was difturbed this year 

by the Aufurians, a Moorilh nation, who, breaking into 

the Pentapolis, ravaged that province } but were foon driven 

out by Anyfius, who had fucceedcd Andronicus in that 

government. The Saracens likewife Committed great dif* 

orders on the frontiers of £gypt» Paleftine, Phoenicia, and 

Syria, 

Yr. of Fl. The following year, 41 2, when Honorius was conful the 

s86x, ninth time> and Theodofius the fifth, the Goths at length 

A.D.411. left Italy, either in virtue of a treaty between Honorius and 

''*^'^' Atautphus their new king, as Jornandes feems to fuppofe ", 

Tkt Goth o^ becaufe they had already exhaufted that country of its 

haw wealth. However that be, quitting Italy, they broke into 

halyt ^4 Gaul, ravaging the countries through which they paifed. 

^eak into Upon their arrivalin^that province, Attalus, whom Ataul* 

^ ' phus had brought thither, advifed the Goth to join Jovinus 

againft Honorius, and divide Gaul between tbem. Ataul* 

phus and Jovinus met upon that propofal ; but all we know 

of their interview is, that Jovinus was dtfpleafed to fee 

Ataulphus and his Goths in Gaul^. Sarus, whom we 

have often mentioned, having about this time revolted from 

Honorius, becaufe he rcfufed to punifli the authors of the 

murder of one of his officers, named Bellerid^ was going 

into Gaul, to offer his fervice to Jovinms } which defign 

coming to the ears of Ataulphus, his implacable enemy, 

he went to meet him, at the head of a thoufand men. Sa^ 

rus, though attended only by twenty perfons, defended 

himfelf with fucb rcfolution, that it VfH with the utmoft 

t Phot. cap. S». • Sox. p. 8i6j) 8i7« Orof. p. 124. < SyneC 

C«>aft. p. a99» $c cp. 7I, p^ a*;* 244< " Jom. Rcr. Goth. cap< 

1 1. P' 6^5f . V OjqI p, ^24, Phot, p. 1$^ 
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difficulty he was taken alive, after having killed with his Sapus 
own hand great numbers of the enemy. Ataulphus caufed ^akenpH-- 
him foon after to be put to death > an execution which, as ^^"^^/^ 
he was a brave and experienced officer, created a mifuoder<» and put ti 
Handing between Jovinus and Ataulphus. Jovinus foon death. 
after took his brother Sebaflian for his partner in the em* 
pire, contrary to the opinion of Ataulphus, who was fo pro* 
Toked at his promotion, that he privately difpatched de« 
puties to Honorius, offering to reftore his fitter Piacidiat 
and to fend him the heads of the two ufurpers, provided he 
would fupply his men with a certain quantity of corn. 

The emperor having readily complied with his deaiand» 
Auulphus foon /ound an opportunity of difpatching Se«- 
baftian ; but Jovinus, upon the news of his death, fled to 
Valence, where he was clofely befieged, and, in the end, Jonjlnui 
forced to fubmit to Ataulphus, who delivered him to Dar- is taken, 
danus, prefect of Gaul, by whofe order he was flain at Nar- 5"^^"' '• 
bonne. Idatius afcribes the defeat of the two ufurpers to ' 
the generals of Honorius, who had perhaps joined Ataul*> 
phus. Dardanus, at this time prefe£l of Gaul, is highly 
commended by St. Jerom and St. Auftin, who wrote fe- 
vera! letters to him ; but Apollinaris Sidonius, who is like- 
wife honoured with the title of Saint, paints him as a per- 
fon of a mod infamous charader, in whom centered all the 
vices of the three ufurpers, Conitantine, Jovinus, and Ge- 
roncius^^. 

The next confuls were Lucius and Heraclianus : but the HeracHa' 
name of the latter was erafed out of the fafti ; for he re- f»/ revoke 
volted this year from Honorius, and caufing himfelf to be ^" 4frica^ 
proclaimed emperor in Africa, which he had with fo much 
bravery defended againft Attalus, he equipped a fleet which 
is faid to have been more numerous than thofe of Xerxes, 
of Alexander, or any other monarch mentioned in hiftory *. 
With this formidable armada, he failed from Africa, and, 
landing; in Italy, marched to Rome, which his approach igi„j^ ,-^ 
threw mto the utmoft confternation ; but count Marinus Jtafyi but^ 
inarching out to meet him, at the head of all the troops he Jeiscedtvitk 
could affismble, the ufurper, feized with a fudden panic, ^ A^^-f* 
fliamefuUy fled, and, haftening on board one of his veflels, t^rn^^^'^ 
tetumed alone to Carthage. Upon his flight, his men im- Africa\ 
mediately fubmitteds and were pardoned by Honorius, who 
foon after publiih^d a law, aud addreiTed to the people of 
.Africa, wherein he declared Heraclianus a public enemy, 
and impowered every one to apprehend, and put him to 
4c9th* He was, foon after his return to Carthage, difco-' 

y Sid. lib. V. ep, 9. p. 139. • Qrof. p. 224. 
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vered by fome foldiers in an ancient temple, and by them 
immediately difpatched*. At this period, the Franks pil- 
laged Gaul, fet fire to the city of Treves, and laid wafle 
the neighbouring country **. The Burgundians, who had 
entered Gaul in 407 with the Vandals and Alans, fubdued 
the country now known bj the name of Alface or Alfatia. 
Conftantius, who had reduced the reft of Gaul after the 
death of the two ufurpers Conftantine and Jovinus, 
marched againft them ; but they demanding leave to fettle in 
Gaul, as friends and allies of the Roman people, the Roman 
general, not venturing to drive them to defpair, ^erfuaded 
tne emperor to grant them part of the country which they 
had conquered ^. Ataulphus had promifed to reftore to 
Honorius his fifter Flacidia, taken prifoner in Rome, but 
treated by him, as (he had been by Alaric, with the Dtmoft 
refpe£i. Conftantius, hoping the emperor would give her 
to him in marriage, was continually prefting Ataulphus to 
comply with this article ; but, as Honorius had not yet 
fent the com he had promifed the Goths, Ataulphus, who 
deiired to marry Placidia himfelf, refufed to part with her, 
till the emperor had executed the treaty* which he was not 
at that time in a condition to perform : however, the Rt>« 
mans ftipulated to fend the corn as foon as Placidia was re- 
ftored ; and Ataulphus to reftore Placidia as foon as the 
corn was fent **. 

After matters had continued for fome time in this (itua- 
tion, Ataulphus, at laft, thinking himfelf deluded by the 
Romans, renewed hoftilities ; and having reduced the cities 
' of Narbonne and To'uloufe, advanced as far as Marfeilles, 
but met there with fuch vigorous refiftance from count Bo- 
nifacius, that he was forced to abandon the enterprize, and 
retire, after having loft great numbers of his men, and been 
himfelf wounded. From Marfeilles he direAed his march 
to Bourdeaux, where he was received as a friend •. In the 
Eaft, Lucius, a Pagan, who commanded the troops attend- 
ing the court, provoked at the zeal of TheodoGus in extir- 
pating idolatry, refolvcd to fave it from utter ruin by affaf- 
. finating his prince. With this defign he .\yrent to the pa- 
lace, and was thrice upon the point of drawing his fword ; 
but is faid to have been deterred from executing his wicked 
purpofe by a woman of an extraordinary ftature, and 
threatening afpcA, who, as often as he put his hand to bis 
fword, appeared to him, holding the emperor in her 

» Idat. Chron. b Greg. Tur. lib. ii. cap. 9. p. 6 j. « Oroil 

cap. 43. p. »24. Val p. 1 36. Buch. de Belg. p. 440. Coint Annal. 
Ecc cf. Fran. ann. 407. J Phot. cap. 80. p. 185. '« Ruth, 

lib. i, p, 1 37, Pilot, p. 1S5. Hicr. cp. xi. p. 93. 
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arms(D). This year the city of Conftantinoplc was furround- Conflanti' 
cd with the walls which Socrates ftylcs the Great Walls ^ nopUfur^ 
Thofe which bad been built by Conftantine the Great were rounded 
pulled down, and this new work, twenty miles in circuit, «''^^«'w 
was completed in two months «. But this faft we can*"** 
hardly believe upon the authority of Nicephorus. It was 
called the New Wall, and the Wall of Theodofius\ The 
emperor publiihed, at this jundure, feveral laws againft the 
Re-baptizerS| the Eunomians, the Sabbatians, and the Pro- 
topafchites, who, in the celebration of Eafler, differed from 
the church as to tlie day, and therefore ftyled themfelves 
Protopafchites, as if they followed the primitive pradlice 
and inftitution. 

The next confuls were Conftantius and Conftans, both 
generals, the former in the Weft, and the latter in the Eaft- 
The negotiations between Honorius and Ataulphus, inter- 
rupted by the taking of Narbonne and Touloufe, were 
now refumed. But the more the Goth was prefled by Con- 
ftantius to reftore Placidia, the higher he raifed his de- 
mands, that the emperor retufing to comply with them, he 
might have a more plaufible excufe for detaining her. In 
the end, by means of Candidianus, he prevailed upon her Atatdphtu 
to marry him ; and the nuptials were celebrated at Nar- marries 
bonne, in the month of January of the year 414, with the Placidia* 
utmoft pomp and folemnity. Placidia appeared on that 
occafion fitting on a bed of ftate, and Ataulphus in the 
Koman drefs. He yielded to the royal bride the moft ho- 
nourable place, and prefented her with fifty bafins filled 
with pieces of gold, and fifty with jewels and precious 
ilones of ineftimable value, part of the fpoils of Rome. At- 
. talus affifted at the ceremony, and fung the epithalamium, 
pr nuptial fong * ; a degrading fundlion for one who had 
been vefted with the imperial dignity ! Honorius did not, 
it appears, confent to this marriage; for foon after Ataul- ffg obliges 
phus obliged Attains to refume the purple, and caufed him Attalus so 
%o be acknowleged emperor by his Goths. However, he ^tfumethe 

purple. 

f Soc. lib. vii.cap. i. p. 334, * t Giceph. lib xiv. cap. i. P.4.3S. 
h Cange de Contt. p. 38— '40. ^ Uiymp. apud Phot. p. 1S8. 

Idat. Chron. 

(D) Such is the account of not to be <jue{lioncd, fince rc- 

Damafcus, a Pagan writer, who lated by a Pagan writer ( i ) : but 

flourifticd about the end of it is not, however remarkable, 

the prefent century. Photius, taken notice of by any other 

who copied it from him, calls hillorian. 
\\ ^ mou remarkable event, and 

(i) Phot, cap. S4«. p. 1Q72. 
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wifhed for nothing fo much as to conclade a lading peace 
with Honorius ; and elevated Attalus anew with no other 
defign than to intimidate the emperor, and oblige him to 

gant him, and his Gothsj more favoarable terms ^. But 
mftantius, and his party at court, defeated all the mea- 
fares taken by Ataulphus and Placidia to bring about an 
accommodation: they would not. fuffer the emperor to 
hearken to any overturesj however rcafonable ; fo that the 
war being renewed, Ataulphus was finally obliged to quit 
Gaul, and retire into Spain. 

During thcfe tranfaftions in the Weft, Pulcberia, fiftcr 
to the emperor Theodofius, being declared Augufta in the 
£a(l^ on account of her extraordinary wifdom and piety, af- 
fumed the adminiftratioA, Anthemius thinking her better 
qualified for it than himfelf, though Ihe had juft then en« 
tered only the fixteenth year of her age, and was but two 
years older than the emperor. As flie was endowed with 
extraordinary parts, and eminent for piety, her adminiftra- 
tion proved equally advantageous to the ftate and the 
church. Theodofius II. excelled, perhaps, in piety and re- 
ligion, even his grandfather Theodofius the Great, which 
all authors agree to have been owing to the uncommon care 
Pulcheria took in infpiring him with thofe religious maxims, 
by which (he ruled her own aflions ^ In the very begin- 
ning of her adminiftration, Ihe perfuaded the young prince 
to difmifs the eunuch Antiochus, of whom hereafter, and 
to remit whatever was due to the treafury from the year 
368 to 407"*. 

In the following year, when Honorius was conful the 
tenth time, and Theodofius the fixth, Theodofius the fon 
of Ataulphus and Placidia died in Spain, whither his father 
had retired with his Goths ; and was buried in a filver 
coffin near Barcelona, in a place of prayer, fays Olympio- 
dorus % that is, in a church. Ataulphus himfelf did not long 
furvive him ; for he was killed this very year at Barcelona, 
in the month of Auguft or September. He was ftabbed in 
his (lable by one of his own countrymen and domeftics, 
named Dobbins, whofe former mafter, a leading man 
among the Goths, Ataulphus had murdered feveral years 
before, Jornandes fuppofes him to have waged war with 
the Vandals in Spain, and to have been killed three years 
after he had reduced that country by Vernulphus, whofe 
formtx mafter Ataulphus had murdered ^ Ataulphus, when 
' dying, charged his brother^ not named by oar hiftorian, to 

k Olymp.apiid. Phot. p. 184, I Sos.p. 800. "Thcoph p. 70. 
n Olymp. apud Phot- p. » • Jorn, Rer, Gotb. cap. 31. p. 655. 

reftore 
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reftore PlacidU to the Romans* and to live in friendChip 
with themP* But the Goths, inftead of his brother, chofe Heis Oec^ 
for their king Sigeric, the brother of Sarus^ who immedi- cetdtdby 
ately ordered the fix children that Ataulphus had by a former Sigtric, 
wife, to be inhumanly murdered, revenging, by that piece ^fl^^^' 
of cruelty, the death of his brother 'i. He even obliged Pla- jreTtobe 
cidia to walk with other captives twelve miles before bis murdered^ 
chariot. But he was aiTaiHnated by his own people the fe- andismur^ 
vcnth day after his eleftion, and Vallia chofen in his room, ^^^^^ ^'^* 
after he had cai^fed all thofe to be murdered who flood in ^^ « ^ 
competition with him for the crown. This year Theodo- g^ns ex^^ 
fius, by a law dated the feventh of December, excluded eluded 
the Pagans from all employments both civil and military '. fr^^ oil 
By another law, dated the nineteenth of Oaqbcr, he de- ^^fjj^'^ ^. 
pofed Gamaliel, patriarch of the Jews, for having abufed ^l^J^and 
his authority. Gamaliel is fuppofed to be the lad patriarch military^ 
of that nation, which was henceforth governed by primates 
ichofen by the councils of the provinces, whereas the patri- 
archal dignity was hereditary^ 

Theodofius leaving Conftantinbplc for the firft time, re- 
tired to Eudoxiopolis, called formerly Selymbria, on the fea-' 
coaft between Conftantinople and Heraclea, and continued 
partly there, partly at Heraclea, till the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember*. The following year, 417, when Honorius was 
conful the eleventh time, and Conftantius the fecond, the 
emperor, to reward the fervices of t)aat brave general, gave 
him in marriage his fitter Placidia, an honour to which he piaddia 
had. been long afpiring. Placidia could not be prevailed married t§ 
upon to give her confent ; but the emperor feizing her Conftan-^ 
hand, gaye it in fpight of her to Conftantius^ They were ''*'• 
married on the firfl; of January, when Conftantius entered 
upon his fecond confulQiip. A few months after Honorius, 
leaving Ravenna, repaired to Rome, which he entered in 
triumph, caufing Attains, brought for that purpofe from 
Lipari, to walk before his chariot. When the triumph 
was over, Attalus was remanded to the place of his exile, 
and Honorius returned foon after to Ravenna **• In the £a(t 
nothing remarkable happened befides an earthquake, which 
overturned feveral houfes at Conftantinople, and the city 
of Cybyra in Phrygia ^. 

Honorius being conful the twelfth time, and Theodofius 
the eighth, Vallia died, leaving behind him one daughter, 
married to a Suevian, by whom ihe had Ricimer, who 

f Olyoip.apud Phot. p. 18S. q Orof. p. s»4- Soz. lib. ix. cap. 9. 
p. Sit. ' Cod. Theod. lib. xvi. tit. lo. leg. %u p* 193- * t>OGr. 

lib. vvi. cap. 36. p. 381. t Olymp. p. X9S« « Cod. Theod. 

Chron. p. 264. w Chron. Alex. p. /il* 

completed 
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Fallia* completed the ruin of the Wcftern empire. The deceafed 
iwjff rfi^t prince was fucceeded by Thcodoric, called by fome Thco- 
G§th^t^iSt dorus, and by others T^eodoridcs '. In the Eaft Plintha, 
^teihd^' a Goth, revolted, but was defeated in Paleftinc ^ ; which 
fJUojJrtf. is all we know of this war. Plintha, notwithftanding his 
defeat, muft have concluded an advantageous peace with 
Theodofius ; for he was raifed the following year to the 
confular dignity, and preferred to the poft of general of 
the Roman horfe and foot, in which he acquitted himfelf 
with great reputation and fidelity \ In the confulfliip he 
had Monaxius for his colleague, another of Theodofius's 
officers ; fo that both confuls were, in 419, fubjedis of the 
Eaftern empire, as they had been in 417, of the Weftem. 
Of the two confuls one was, generally fpea king, chofen in 
the Eaft, the other in the .Weft -, and he named the firft, 
who was firft in rank ; if they were equal, each named in 
the firft place his own conful. 
Yr. of Fl. On the fecond or third of July Placidia was delivered at 
sS68. Ravenna of a fon, who was*named Valentinian, and fuc- 
11' c **«' cecdcd Honorius in the empire. Nothing happened this 
* *'*' * year in the Eaft which hiftorians Jiavc thought worthy of 
FaUntimtan recording, except an attempt upon the life of Aetiusi pre- 
Jii. ^r«« f<c^ of Conftantinople, who was attacked by an affaffin, 
named Ceryachus, as he was returning from the great 
church *. We are not told what gave occafion to this at- 
tempt, nor what became of the aflaflTm. By a law dated 
the twenty-fourth of September, Theodofius declared thofc 
guilty of death who (hould teach the Barbarians the art of 
building fliips, to which they were yet ftrangers *. 

In the following year, when Theodofius was conful the 

ninth time, with Conftantius the third, the army mutinied 

in the Eaft, and murdered their general Maximinus, as we 

find in the chronicle of Marcellinus 5 but of this mutiny no 

mention is made by any other writer. 

Yr. of FK In the Weft nothing remarkable happened this year; 

•871. but under the follownng confuls, Agricola and Euftatius, 

UC 'ii*q! ^^^ ^"^P^^'or Honorius, on the eighth of February, raifcd 

' Conftantius to the imperial dignity, declared him his col- 

Conflanttus league, and gave the title of Augufta to his wife Placidia*. 

« rwfidto The images of Conftantius and rlacidia were fent to Con- 

the tmpire^ flantinople, with the news of their promotion } but Theo- 

foLafur ^^^*^^ refufed, for what reafon we know not, to acknow- 

lege them \ a refufal which would have kindled a war be« 

X Jorn. p. 659. Olymp. p 193. y Philoft. lib. xii. cap. S. p. 

166. « Socr. lib. V. cap. 13. p. i^i, a Cfaron. AlcK. p. 7»o« 

k Cod. Theod. lib. ii. tit. 4.0. leg. 2^. p. 31 1. c Th«oph. p« 74# 

Olymp. p. 191. Mar. Cbron. 

nrecn 
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tween^the two empires, had not Conftantius died foon 
after, having reigned feven months^ a few days Excepted. 
He was buried at Ravenna, where he died of a pleurify, in a 
maafoleum built by his widow Placidia, near the church of 
St, Vitalis '*. The emperor Theodofius married Eudocia Theodofitu 
on the fevcnth of June, on which occafion there were great marriis 
rejoicings at Conftantinople. Eudocia was the daughter of ^«^«^'«. 
an Athenian philofopher, named Heraclitus, upon whofe 
death her two brothers, Geiius and Aurelianus, defrauding 
her of her fhare of her father's eftate, Ihe went to Conftan- 
tinople to implore the proteftion of Pulcheria. As fhc 
had been inftf u£ted by her father with extraordinary care 
in feveral languages, and in every branch of literature, and 
was beddes remarkable for her beauty and engaging beha- 
viour, Pulcheria, after feveral conferences, began to think 
her a proper match for her brother Theodofius, whom ac- 
cordingly (he perfuaded to marry. So ihe is reprefented by 
the modern Greeks ; but the ancient writers tell us, that jj^f, ^/^^^ 
flic was the daughter, not of the philofopher Heraclitus, educMion] 
but of Leontiusy an Athenian fophift, or profeflbr of elo- &^* 
quence at Athens ^ Before the nuptials were celebrated, 
Theodofius caufed her to be baptized by Atticus, bifliop of 
Conftantinople, who changed the name of Athenais, which 
flie bore before, into that of Eudocia ^ (F). The two bro- 
thers of Eudocia,, informed of her good fortune, and con- 
fcious to themfelves of their behaviour towards her, ab- 
fconded ; but (lie, inftead of refenting the injury, invited 
them both to court, and raifed them to great preferments >• 

* Philoft. lib. xii. cap, ii. p. 537. e Socr. lib. vii. p. 360. 

<* Evag. lib. i. cap. 20. p. 297. e Zonan p. 44. Chron. Alex. 

p. 7»4- 

(F) She compofed a poeip on found, with a poem on St. Cy-i 

a victory obtained by the Ro- prjan and St. Juftin, performed, 

mans over the Perfians. She without all doubt, fays that 

likewife put into hexameter writer, by the fame hand(i). 

verfe the five books of Mofes, Zonaras mentions another work 

with thofe of Jofhua, of the of the fameemprefs, which he 

Judges, and of Ruth. This calls Homer's Rhapfody. It 

performance, which confifted contained the hiftory of our 

of eight books, is much com- Saviour, and entirely confiftcd 

mended by Photius, as is like- of verfes borrowed from Ho* 

wife the paraphrafe, which the mer. It was begun by a pa* 

fame princefs wrote in verfe trician, fays Zonaras, but com* 

upon 'the 'prophecies of Zecha- pleted by Eudocia (a), 
riah and Daniel, and Photius 

(1) Phot. cap. • S3, p. 4.i3«^i6« (t) JLon. torn. iii. p. 37. 

Cangc Bya. Fam- p. 71. 

The 
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^^r 5#- *rbe peace which had long fubfifted between the Romans 

pween tkt and Fei^ans, was broken, and a war kindled between the 
Ferjiamt two empires on the following occafion. Vararanes V. who 
^^ ^^ had fuccceded his father Ifdegerdes in the kingdom of Per- 
''"^'^' fia, having, at the inftigation of the Mag^, raifed a perfe- 
cution againft the Chriuians in his dominions, great num- 
bers took refuge in the Roman territories, and repaired to 
Conftantinople, where they weie received with great kind« 
nefs by Atticus, bifhop of that city^ and by him recom- 
mended to the emperor, who was fo far from delivering 
them up when demanded by the Perfian ambafladors, that, 
on the contrary, he declared his refolution of defending 
them, and the religion they profciTed, With the whole 
ftrengch of the empire. Some mifunderftanding had be« 
fore arifcn between the two princes, the Perfian king re- 
fuCng to fend back feme workmen, whom he had hired 
from the Roman territories, to dig in mines of gold, which 
he had lately difcovered. Befides the Perfians had plun- 
dered and infulted fome Roman merchants trading to their 
country ^. 

Uponthefe provocations, as Vararanes continued to per- 
fecute the Chriftians in bis dominions, Theodofios declared 
war againft the Perfians ; and, without lofs of time, dis- 
patched Ardaburius, an Alan, at the head of a confiderable 
Narfijttkt army, into Azazene, a Perfian province beyond the Tigris, 
Pgrfian which he plundered, after having gained a complete viflory 
^rr^*d h ^^^^ Narfes, whom the king of rerfia had fent with a no- 
Ardabu- ^ 'ncJ'o*!® army to oppofe him. The battle was fought on the 
riM. third of September, and the news of the vi£lory brought 

on the fixth of the fame month to Conftantinople, though 
fevcn hundred miles diftant from the borders of Perfia, by 
a famous courier of thofe times, named Palladitis ^ Narfes, 
after this defeat,. abandoning the province of Azazene to 
the mercy of the enemy, marched with incredible expe- 
dition into Mefopotamia, with a defign to invade the 
empire on that fide, which was then deftitute of troops, 
Ardahurtut '^^^ Unprepared for defence. But Ardaburius, aware 
hefie^es Nf« of his defign, obliged him to {belter himfelf \^ithin the 
fibii^ and walls of Nifibis, which place he immediately befieged. In 
the king of ^^ mean time the king of Perfia, having received intclK-, 
Theodojio' g^"^^ °f ^^^ defeat of his general, and ihe danger both he 
potis i **^^ ^^ ^^^y ^^ Nifibis were in, aiTembled all his forces, 

and entering Mefopotamia, invefted ThcodoGopolis, to 
divert Ardaburius from the fiege of Nifibis. But the be- 
fieged, having Eunomius, bifhop of ihe place, at their bead, 

> Socr. lib. vii. Cap. 18. p. 353, * Ibid, cap. 19. p. 5$7» 55'* 

defended 
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^Ifehtled it with fuch vigcmr and rcfolution, that the iPer- 
Cans, vfter having battered it with an incredibly number 
of machines for a whole month M^ithout intermrffioti^ wei^ 
idbfiged to abandon tht enterprize and retire ^. The ene^ 
my were foon after reinforced with an thnumerabk multi^ 
tude of Saracens, itoddr the condu£t of Alaihundarus, A 
renowned warrior, who, to raife tb^ dropping fpirits of th^ ' 
FerGan monarch, boafted, that in a (hort time he wotiid 
deiivdr into his hands, not only the Romans who befieged 
Hifihis, but Aiitioch ttfelf, the metropolis of Syria. Btit btiiari 
hot long after, his men, being feized ^ith a panic, ahd bothfelzid 
fmt knowing whither to fly, threw themfelves Into' the Eu^. "^"^ ^P^" 
phrates, where a hundred thoufand are faid to have perifli- J^^^J* ** 
tdL* The Romans, feized at the faihe time "with the like 
' fear, upon a falfe report that the king df Perfi^ Was ad-^ 
vaacing to the relief of Nifibis with a gr^at nuriiber of ele- 
phants, burnt all their itiachines, raifed the Gege, and re-* 
tired in the utitioft confufion into the Roman dominions ^ 

During the following year the war was purfued with un- Vr. of FI, 
ct>mmon facoefe againft the Perfiaris. From Socrates, who a^yi. 
only flightly touches on the military preparatioiis, as fo- ^'^ **** 
feign to his principal ptirpofe^ it appears^ that Ariobindus^ '^***^! 
one of the Roman, getlerals, billed in (ingle combat a Perj> 7^^ /{^^ 
Can famed for hi§ valour $ that Ardaburius put to the mans gain 
twotAkvtti Perfian {iommandcrs,furprifed in an ambufcade ; g^"^ ^<^^ 
and that Avitianus cut in J>ieces the few Saracens who '^"^^''S.^* 
bad efcaped being dtowned in the Euphrates °^. Notvtrlth- ^^Lns, 
fUnding thefe advantages, Theododus, imagining the Per- 
fians, thus weaketted and diflieartened, i^ould hearken to 
an accommoctoion, smd Ceafe from perfecuting the Chrif- 
tians, ill whofe defence he had taken arms, ofFercId Vara- 
fanes very rddfonable propofals $ ^hieh the Perfiatt would 
have accepted with joy, had he not been diverted from it 
by the Immortals, that is, a corps of ten thoufand chofen 
jnen* fo calledf becaufe they had never been conquered^ 
This band perfuaded the king to keep the Romans in fuf* 
pence^ with a defign to furprife them in the mean time. 
With this view they divided themfelves into two bodiesi 
cnc ©f which lay concealed among the woods, while the 
other advanoed in order to attack the enemy, and draw 
them into tlie ambufcade ; but Procopius, who command* 
ltd ft feparatc body of Romans, obfcfving their motions from 
an eminence wHere he was pofted, and apprifed of their 
defign, attacked them in the rear, while Ardaburius charg- 

» Thebdoret, Hb. v. cap. 37. p. 14?. ^ Socr. libi vii. p* 

357—360. m Uf jn, c^ 18. p. 8S7* 
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cd them in the front, by which means they were (urrolinif- 
edy and to a man put to the fword. Vararanes was no 
fooner informed of this calamity, than, calling for the Ro- 
man ambafladorSy he agreed to the terms they had propofed, 
and concluded a peace with the empire for a hundred years ; 
which laded, according to Evagrius, till the twelfth year 
of the reign of Anailafius j that is, to the year 502". The 
chief article of this treaty was, that the Perfian king fhould 
recall the baniflied Chriitians, reitore them to their eftates, 
and put a ftop to the cruel perfecution he had raifed againfl: 
them. 

Next year a mifonderftanding arofe between Honorius^ 
and his filler Placidia, whom the emperor had entertained 
at court, fmce the death of her hufband Conftantius, with 
fuch tendernefs and afFeftion, as gave occa£on to fomc 
very fcandalous reflexions. Some authors write, that the 
great fway ihe bore in the adminillration giving no fmall 
jealoufy to the other courtiers, they perfuaded the emperor, 
that (he correfponded privately with the Goths, who.ftill 
honoured her as their queen, and betrayed all his counfels **. 
However that be, it is certain, that the extraordinary af- 
feftion he had hitherto fliewn her being changed into an 
averfion no kfs extraordinary, Placidia thought it prudent 
to quit the court and retire, with her fon Valentinian, and 
her daughter Honoria, to Conftantinople; where (he was 
kindly received by her nephew Theodofius, though he had 
formerly refufed to acknowlege her huiband Conftantius for 
emperor, and to give her the title of Augufta p. Soon after 
this feparation, Honorius died at Ravenna of a dropfy, hav- 
ing reigned twenty-eight years fince the death of his father 
[ Theodofius, and thirty-one fince the time he was firft created 
Auguftus (G). Honorius no fooner expired, than an ex- 

prefs 



Evagr. lib. i. cap. 19. p. 276. Theodor. lib. 
»45. Socr. cap. zi. p. 359. ^ Olymp. p. 196. 

Chron. v 



cap. 39. p. 
P Cafliod. 



(G) Under Honorius flou- ' 
rifbed Olympiodorus, who wrote 
in Greek the hiftory of that 
prince, from the year 407, the 
thirteenth of his reign, to his 
death. He was a native of 
Thebes in Egypt, and a Pagan. 
Renatus Protuturus Frigeridus 
wrote likewife tjie hiftory of the 
reign of Honorius, from' the 



year 406 to the death of that 
prirtce ; but only a few paffagcs 
of his work have reached our 
times, quoted by Gregory of 
Tours (i). Claudian maybe 
ranked among the hiftorians who 
have written concerning Hono- 
rius ; for of him we hav€ learnt 
feveral particulars of that 
prince's reign. He was a na- 



(i) Greg, Tur. Hift. Franc, lib. ii, cap. 9. p. 62—64. 
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prefs was difpatched to Theodofius with intelligence of his 
death, which that prince concealed for fome days, and, in 

the 
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tive of Alexandna in Egypt. 
He firl! applied himfelfto Greek 
poetry. His firfl Latin poem 
' was on the confulfhip of the 
two brothers Olybrius and Pro- 
binus in 395. He was deputed 
by the citizens of Rome in 396, 
to congratulate Honoriuson his 
third con fu Whip (2). He was 
honoured by the Roman fe- 
nate with a ilatue, which, in 
confideration of his excellency 
in poetry, was eredted in the 
ftjuare of Trajan ( 3 ) • He was , 
ais appears from his poems, an 
adorer of Jupiter, and all the 
other Pagan gods. Orotius 
calls him a mod obftinate Pa- 
gan ; but at the fame timecom- 
ihends him as an excellent poet 
■ (4 ) . St. A uftin likewife fpeaks 
of him as a perfojQ greatly at- 
tached to the Pagan fqperfti- 
tion (5). Rutilius, or, as he 
36 ftyled at the head of his poem, 
Rutilius Claudius Numatianus, 
fiourifhed in the reign of Ho- 
norius. He was a native of 
Touloufe, in Ga^l. Rutilius 
bore two of the greateft em- 
ployments in the ftate, namely, 
the office of magifter officiorum, 
andthatof prefe6lof Rome (6). 
Jn his poem he declares himfelf 
a Pagan, and a fworn enemy to 
the monks, efpecially to thofe 
who lived in the ifland of Ca- 
praria or Capraia^ on the coafl 
of Tufcany. Lucilius wrote 
fome fatires, in no refpedl in- 
fbrior, if we may depend upon 
the judgement of Rutilius, to 



thofe of Turnus and Juvenal 
(7) ; but none of them have 
reached our times. Flavius, 
faid by St. Jerom to have writ- 
ten a treatife on phyfic in verfe, 
is fuppofed by Voflius to have 
flourilhed in the reign of Ho- 
norius, and likewife the author 
of a comedy, flyled Querulus 
Plauti, which is infcribed to 
one Rutilius (8). About thid 
time fiourifhed Macrobius, or^ 
as he is flyled at the head of his 
works, Aurelius Theodofius 
Ambrofius Macrobius; for all 
the perfons he introduces iii his 
Saturnalia, lived under Theo- 
iius I. and his fon Honorius. 
His Saturnalia is a coUedion of 
antiquities formed by him for 
the in(lru6tion of his fon, and 
fuppofed to have been uttered 
in a familiarconverfation among 
friends, during the Saturnalia, 
or the feafts of Saturn. Th^ 
perfons he introduces were the 
moft famous then at Rome for 
their learning and erudition. 
Befides the Saturnalia, he wrote 
two books on the dream of Sci* 
pio. One of the chief perfons 
introduced by Macrobius in his 
Saturnalia, isServius, who had 
lately begun to teach polite li- 
terature at Rome^ and is paint- 
ed as a a perfon of great learn- 
ing, and at the faipe time uni- 
verfally beloved for his modefly 
(9). He is introduced fpeak- 
ing moftly of Virgil, whoie ini- 
mitable iEneid he explained 
daily to the Roman youth. 



r 

. (a) GJaud. epig., 9. p. 240* (3) I<lcm, conf. Hon. 3. p. 39. 

(4) Orof. lib vii. cap. 35. p. 221. (5) Aug. Civ. Dei, lib. v. 

cap. a6. p. 141. (6) Rut. p. 131, 138- (7) Idem, p. 137. 
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tlic mean time, gave private orders to a body of troops to 
advance into the neighbourhood of Salonae in Dalmatia, that 
they might be at hand to prevent the difturbances, which, 
he apprehended, would be raifed in ihe Weft by the death 
of Honorius, who had left no children to fucceed him. 
Having taken this ftep, he pubUfiied the death of his uncle, 
and at the fame time daufed himfelf to be proclaimed em* 
pcror of the Weft *». 

Thefe precautions did not deter John, the deceafed em- 
peror's chief fecretary, from aiTuming the purple in Rome^ 
encouraged in his ufurpation by Caflmus, then commander 
in chief of all the troops in the Weft. The tyrant was im- 
mediately acknowleged, not onty in Rome and Italy, but 
likewife in Gaul and Dalmatia ; a ciricumftance which en^ 
co'uraged him to difpatch ambaiTadors to TheodoGus, to ac- 
quaint him with his promotion : but that prince refufing to 
acknowlege him, and having even ordered his envoys to be 
arrefted^ and thrown into prifoii, he prepared for war, and 

9 Olytnp. p. 19^. Socr. lib. r\u cap. ty p. }63. idal. Ckron. 



Klaurus Servius HoiMratus, the 
author of the learned comment 
on that poer, is, without ftll 
doubt, the Servius of Macro- 
bius. In the fifth or (ixth ceti- 
tufy flourifhcd a grammarinn, 
named Martianus Mlineus^ Felix 
Capefla, who publiQied feveral 
philological pieces, partly in 
JJroit, and partly in verfe, 
which are ftill esrant, and di- 
vided into feven books^ Soli- 
pater Charrfius, who pubfifhed 
five books of obfetvations on 
grammar, fliii extaot^ fiourifli- 
ed, according to Baillet, b the 
time of Honotrus f and before 
him a grammarian nsmed Dio< 
mcdes, whdfe works have Kke^ 
wife reached our times. Jn the 
reigii of llieoddfifis I. or his 
children, was pubH&ed, as is 
commonly" bdteved, what we 
call the map or tables of Peu- 
tinger, which are a kind of iti- 
nerary made % fohie dfiicer, 
l^miUi; toa tijmVter-tnaftcr,. for 



the uib of thofe who conduced 
the Roman troops fiom one 
place to another. The author 
feemsto-have been altogether 
ignorant both of geography 
aod mathematics* Thefe tables 
belonged to Conrad Peutinget 
in Augflbourg, and are thence 
called the tables of Peutisger ; 
bat they were publilhed by Vel* 
fer, who had them engraved by 
John Moret of Antwerp. A 
dvilran, named Eufebius, de* 
fcribed the war of Crainas in n 
poem, whkk he ftyled 6ais»> 
des ; and the fame fttbjefi was 
handled by another poet, nam- 
ed Ammontus, who fead it toi 
Theedofioe IL in 439. Roth 
thefe ptjems were greatly ef- 
teemed (i); but neither of 
them has reached out tineas 
ToffifM Aippof^s them to have 
been written in the Greek 
tongt^, and ranks the authors 
dmpiig the Oreek poets (2)* 



(i> $gcr. p. S09. (f } Yoii; PocfN GrM. sapi. §. p. 77, 7t* 
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Cent the famous Aedusi with large fums, to draw the Hunns 
over to bis affiftance* That celebrated commander, who 
governed the Weftem empire with abfolute fway during 
the reign of Valentiaian IIL was a native oi Doroilerum in 
Noefia, the {oti of GaudenUus, who, though by birth a 
Scythian* was raifed to the higheft employments in the em- 

Eire^ and married an Italian lady of great diftinflioni called 
y fome Itaiica'. By her he had Aetiosi who ferved at 
firft s^mong the empefx)r's domeftics, or the troops of his 
houQxold) and was given as an hoftage to Alaric, after the 
jbattle of PoUentia in 403, and afterwards to the Hunns, 
with wbofe chiefs he, by tfaefe means, became acquainted. 
Upon his return from the country of the Hunns, he mar- 
ried the daughter of Carpilio, captain of the guards ; and 
liad by her two fons, Gaudentius, who, after the death of 
Valentinian, was taken by Gerferic, and Carpilio, whom 
Valcntiiiian fent with the chara^ier of ambaifador to At- 
tila \ Aetitts was a pcribn of a majcftic mien, tall ftature, Aetius*s 
«nd a robuft conftitution, which enabled him to bear the ^^^^^^^* 
fatigues and toils attending a military life with great refo- 
lution« He is no Icfs (:ommended by the ancients on ac- 
count of his prudencci addrefs, and penetration in (late- 
affairs, than for his courage, intrepidity, and experience in 
«war. He was free from avarice, had but little ambition, 
find was fuch a lover of juftice, that no recommendations, 
however preffing# ^tx^ capable of making him fwerve from 
equity. Such is the charaftcr given him by Frigeridus, a 
writer who i|ouri(hed in his time, as quoted by Gregory of 
Toyrs % Procopius relates, that Aetius and Bonifacius, 
who defended Marfeilles, when attacked by Ataulphus, 
Urcre the two greateft commanders in the whole empire, 
and that they deferved to be called the laft Romans \ John, He fides 
vpon his ttfurping the empire, committed the care of his ^^^ ^^ 
palace td Aetius; and then fent him to engage the Hunns in "Z"'/^''- 
his caufe, with orders to cut off the rear of the troops of 
Theodofius, if they entered Italy, while be himfelf charged 
them in front ^. Ott the fecond of January of the prefent 
year, Eudocia was declared Augufta *. 

Theodofius having a0embled all the forces of the Eaftem 
empire, ordered them to march to the frontiers of Dalm^- 
liai under the condud of Ardaburjus, his foij Afpar, a^ 
Candidianus. With them he fent Placidia^ and her (on 

r Va}. Ren Franc, lib. iii. p. azo. * Cafliod. lib. i. cp. 4. p. 4, , 

Prif. Leg. p. 53. Sidon. p. 169. Orof. p. 305. t Greg. Tur 

p. 50. « Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i cap. 3. p. 183, w Olyinp. 

p. ^6, Profp, Clir(ui4 « ChroB. Alex, p 7»6, 

C G 3 Valen- 
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Yr. of Fl. Valcntinian, allowing the former to rcfume the title and 

*874. cnfigns of Augufta, which (he had rcfigned upon entering 

uc^****' the dominions of Thcodofius ; and the latter to wear the 

* '*^*' habit peculiar to the nobiliffimi 5 which title had fome time 

^JkeodoKus ^^^^ ^^^ given to the fons of emperors, before they were 

grants ta Created Caefars. This ftep was renouncing all pretenGons 

Placidia to the empire of the Weft, and tacitly yielding it to Plad- 

tkt title of Jig ^^^ Valentinian. Before they left Conftantinoplc, 

mS^t^Va- Theodofius betrothed his daughter Licinia Eudoxia to 

Itnttnian young Valentinian. After this ceremony, Placidia left 

that of Conftantinople with her fon, who, upon his arrival at 

Cmfar. Theflalonica, received the enfigns peculiar to the Caefars, 

from the hands of Helio, magiftcr officiorum toTheodofius, 

by whom he had been fent thither for that purpofe "f. 

In the following year, the army of Theodofius having 
crofled Pannonia and Illyricum, fuddenly attacked Salons, 
which was taken by ftorm. There it was agreed among 
the generals, that Afpar fliould lead the cavalry, with Pla- 
cidia and Valentinian, by land to Aquileia, while the foot, 
under the command of his father Ardaburius, was tranf- 
4ftar takes ported to that city by fea. This fcheme was fo well exe- 
Aqutieta cuted by Afpar, that, arriving at Aquileia, before the cne- 
ufyrper! ^Y ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ intimation of his march, he entered the 
• * place without oppofition \ but the fleet being difperfed by 
a violent ftorm, Ardaburius was driven afhore, and taken 
by the ufurper's foldicrs, who immediately carried him to 
their emperor, then at Ravenna, by whom he was received 
with great joy, and treated with the utmoft civility, the 
ufurper hoping, by his means, to prevail upon Theodofius^ 
who had great confidence in Ardaburius, to acknowlcge 
him for his colleague. As he was allowed to converfe with 
whom he pleafed, he corrupted the chief officers, who had 
already begun to be tired of their new prince; and, pri- 
vately acquainting his fon Afpar with the fecurity in which 
the tyrant lived, advifed him to advance fpeedily with his 
beft troops. to Ravenna, ^{fzr immediately marched from 
Aquileia with the cavalry; and, being conduced through 
the marflies which furrounded Ravenna on the land-fide, 
fie far* by a fhepherd, whom Socrates pretends to have been an 
prifis Ra- angel, he entered the city, finding the gates open and un- 
TaTeslhe'^ guarded. With the affiftance of the officers feduced by his 
vfurper, lather, he fecured the tyrant before he had time to make 
wAo is put his efcape, and fent him in chains to Placidia and Valenti- 
^ death. nian, then at Aquileia, who ordered firft his right-hand, 

y Olymp. p. l6^^ Profp. CJhron. Philoft^ p. 573. G^cg. Tujr. 

p-??- ■.••■■ • 

an* 
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and' then his head, to be cut ofF*. Thus ended the ufur- 
patioa of John, after he bad borne the title of emperor 
about a year and fix months, according to Phiioflorgius. 
Three days after his death, Aecius entered Italy, with an 
army of fixty thoufand Hunns, who being met by Afpar, a 
bloody battle was fought, without any confiderable 'advan- 
tage on either fide \ but, in the mean time, Aetius, in- 
formed of the death of the ufurper, refoived to make the 
beft terms he could for hin;irelf. Accordingly, Piacidia pro- Aetius fub- 
mifing not only to receive him into favour, but to diftin- w'^^t and 
guifli him with the title of count, he fubmitted, and pre- ['y^'*'^'^ 
vailed upon the Hunns to return into their own country \ ^^^JT " 
Cailinus, who was fuppofed to have favoured the ufurpa- 
tion of John, was baniChed •*. 

When news of the captivity and death of the ufurper were Valenti- 
brought to Conftantinople, Theodofius declared his coufin, *'^* '^^« ; 
Valeiitinian, emperor, and> Piacidia regent of the empire '"^^^ 
during her fon's minority. He intended to have taken a thlwtftj 
journey into Italy, in order to inveft him with the fove- and his 
reignty, and with that defign advanced to Theffalonica ; moth$r 
but was feized in that city with a malady, which obliged ^^^^*^j^ 
him to return to Conftantinople ; whence he difpatcfaed ^'^'^ * 
Helio to Rome, where Valentinian then refided, with the 
purple and imperial diadem, which the young prince re- 
ceived on the twenty-third of Oftober of the year 425 *. 
In the Eaft, Thrace was defolated by the Hunns, pro- Yr. of FL 
bably the fame who came to the afBftance of the ufurper *^75' . 
John- They even threatened Conftantinople with a fiege; u c i^»t* 
but their leader, named Rougas, or Roilas, being killed ' 
with lightning, and great numbers being daily fwept away ^krac* rs- 
by a plague, which broke out in their army, the reft with- 'uagedly , 
drew, dreading^ not the valour of the Romans, fays So- '^' Huims: 
crates, but the power of Heaven, which had evidently cf- 
poufed the caufe of Theodofius^. 

Duiing the following year 426, when Theodofius was Thi Goths 
conful the twelfth time, and Valentinian the fecond, no* 7^*^^ . 
thing remarkable happened in either empire. But, under „^^^^' 
the nextconfuls, Hierius and Ardaburius, the Goths, who ^kratim 
had poflefled Pannonia fince the year 377, when they firft 
entered that, province, were by Theodofius transferred into 
Thrace \ where they continued for the fpace of fifty-eight 
years, that is, till they fubdued Italy, under the condu£): 
of Theodoric ^ This circumftance induces us to believe> 

« Socr. p. 363. Philoft. p. 538. Olyrap. p. 197. » Cafliod. 

Chron. >> Profp. Chron. c Socr. lib. vii^ cap. 14. p. 364. 

Clymp. p. 197. Idat. Chron. ^ Socr, p. 387. « Theoph. 

f.lu Marc. Cbron, 

Cc4 that 
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ikizt Theodofimy in yielding the Weikrn em^m td Vafcn* 
tinian, Retained Panhonia, which comprifed that part of tbo 
prefent Auilna and Hxxn^iay which lic8on the Roman fi^ 
trf the Dantibe» and had hitherto belonged to the empire o| 
fhe Wei|. Great diftnrbaaccs happened this year m 
Africa, which were attended with the lofe of tka^ provincet 
The celebrated count Bpuifacius, ftyled by St. AuAm tbd 
|oy of cbe church, the balwarK of Afrka, and the glory of 
|ke pmpir^, had been rewarded by Honorius, for hisgallanl 
)»^havio|sr at Mavfeilles» with tbe coniinand ef the troops iq 
Africa I which province he defended with great bravery 
sgainil the repeated attempts of John, though acknowkge4 
by all the pthier commanders and governors of provinces* 
fHnfitcius Placidia, highly pleafed with his condu£i and loyalty, called 
9tigr*4U: htm to coc|rt upon the death of that tyrant f and, after be? 
/^?"l*p, ftowing upon him the higheft encomiums, preferred bimtci 
^ ^ the ppft of conies domefticorum, and feni Him into Africa^ 
with unlimited power* This gave no fmatl jealoufy to 
kis rivals ^t court, efpeciaUy to Felix, coaim«ider in chief 
pf *the Eoman forces, and to Aetius, who^ after bis depar? 
fare, perftiaded Placidta, that b^ had preserved Africa fof 
^limfclf, and pnly. waited ^n opportunity of eftablifhing ai| 
independent fovereignty. Aetius added, that the empref$ 
migbt^ when flie pleafed, oblige Kim to putt off the maft, by 
l^calling him froni his governpnent ; f^ hp y9zs yerj fure 
^oaifs^ius would difobcy her orders. 
fU h In confequfsnce of this fuggeftion, the credulous prineeft 
jhretJtby immediately ordered Gonifacius to repair to Rome; but 
'i^^^ Aetius having written to him before that the empref^ 
jitms ami fot^ght his ruin, and, in order tocompafs it, wtmid foon re- 
fdiscstw ^|1 himy advifing him at the fame time, v^ith great protefta- 
mfiu^ tions qf friiendfhip, to confult his own fafety, be, upon the 
receipt of Placidia's letter* concluded Aetius to b& hi& rea( 
fiiend, and refufed to comply with the prdershe had ye- 
fxived. •Placidia, no longer queftioning the truth of Acr 
tius'$ infprmation, declared Bouifacius a public enemy, and 
^fpatcbed a iflrong body of troops againft him, under the 
command of Mavortius, Galbio, and Sinex, who befieged 
B-pnifs^ciuQ, in what place we are npt informed, till| quarel- 
^^5/'/"/f/ ^"? ^tnong tbemfclves, Mavoritius and Gralbio were kille4 
alahifi % ^.h^ treachery of Sinex, and be in a fally was^ ftain by Bo- 
^;«r. nifaciuSy who gained a complete yi£tory, without the loi^ 
pf pne ni^ti. Placidia^^ beixig refolved, notwithftaiiding the 
ill fuccefs of her three generals, to purfue the war with 
Anoihff ?igoti>S committed the whole managiement of it to SigiC? 
firmyfint yuit, a Goth ; who,f paffiug over into Africa with a great 
fonauc^ number of his countrymerj. reduced Carthage and Hij^o, 
'*•-* . t- Bpnifacius^ 
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Bbnifacius, finding the cmprefs obfttnatcly bent upon hii 

f uin^ and himfelf not in a condition to contend wfth the 

whole ftfcngth of the empire, had rccodrfe to the Van* 

izlSf who, fincc the defeat of Caftinus, had peaceably en* ^^J^^, 

^yed the province of Bcetica or Andalulia, and were at J^^'l/^ 

this time governed by Genferic, brother to their late king ^ZdaJU • 

Gonderi€(G), ^ •» » 

With this Barbarian Bonifaciu9> whofe piety had bceii 
formerly fo much extolled by .St. Auftin ^ was forced, in 
bis own defence, to enter into a treaty, the chief, and per* 
haps the only article of which was, tnat, upon their affift- 
}ng him, Africa (hould be divided between Genferic and 
bimfelfSf The treaty being ratified, Genferic, having af-. w^tf /J<!^f 
femblcd a great number of veffels, ordered all his Vandah, *''?r '"'♦ 
women and children, as well as men, to embark; and, ^f^^^ 
abandoning Spain in the month of May, 528, while Felix 
and Taurus were confnls, croflPed the Streights of Gibraltar, 
^nd landed in Africa ^^ The Romans took poiibffion agaiii 
c4 the provinces which the Vandals had abandoned, and re- 
tained them till they were expeNed by the Suevians, as the 
Suevians were in tneir turn by the Goths, who came to 
^ttte in that part of Spain. The fame year Aetius was 
fent into Gaul to oppofe the Franks ; but of this war we 
fliall fpeak hereafter. Nothing happened in the Eaft wor- 
thy notice, except the publifhing of a law, by which all 
Ibrothete were fupprefied m Conftantinople ^ Florentius 
gnd Dionyfius, confwls for the year 429, were fucceeded br 
Theodofius and Valcntinian, the former the thirteenth • 
finae,^ and the latter the ^hird time, confttU During the 

9 A\a%. ep, 70. p. 1%^. t Plrocop. p. 4|. ^ Idat. p« k% 

I Cod. TlKod. lib. xy. tit. 8. leg. 13, p. %%. 

(G) Qenferip was, according the art of w^ir? SH^d k>ag inured 
|o Jornandes (i) and Procopius to the kardihips and toils ac- 
ta), of a low flature, and l^med tending it* He renounced the 
\>y a fall from his borfe ; he Cathohp faith, which he firft 
thought much, and fpoke little ; profefled, to embrace the doc- 
was m enemy to pleafure ^nd trine of Arius, which prevailed 
debauchery; had a wonderful among his countrjonen the Vatr- 
^dre^ in gaining theaflfe^lions dak (;;). Hts brother Gonde- 
of the people, and fowing dif- ric left (e\eral fons behind him $ 
ifBnfiQns among his enemies* He but he caufed thenv all to be 
was remarkably brave and cou- murdered^ togechpr with, tkeiqr 
irageous; but no lefs ambitiQUS mother (4)* 
and paifionate \ well (killed in 

(i) Jorn. cap. 3^- p. ^sz* (») Prpcop. p. 184. (j) Uat, p. 17. 

(4) l^aiel. Hilt. Chron. 

" p9nfulfli||i 
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Yr. of Fl« confuUbip of the two princes, Aetius was raifed to tfae 
i«8o, chief command of all the troops of the Weftern empire, in 
U. C. Ills! the room of Felixi who was at the fame time created a pa- 
. ' ' trician ; but foon after killed in Ravenna by the mutinous 

Aetfs is foldiery, excited againfl him by Aetius, jealous of his 
Mpf9hted great credit at court. The fame year Aetius gained con- 
tvmmandtr jj^erable advantages over the Juthongi, whofe country bor- 
^Itlii dered on Rhaetia; over the inhabitants of Noricum, who 
f9fit$ •/ had revolted ; and. over the Goths in Gaul, attempting to 
tktWtfitm raife freOi difturbances in that provincd*^. 
^^^^ In the courfe of the following year Aetius entirely re- 

duced the Norici, and the Vindelici, who had joined the 
former in their revolt. From Noricum he pafled into 
Gaul, to awe the Franks, who were faid to be in arms^ 
uUiied l^lacidia difcovered at length the true caufe of the revolt of 
owM \he Bonifacius. Some of that general's friends, greatly fur- 
trut cauje prifed at his entering into an alliance with the enemies of 
ofthert' the empire, after having defended it again d the Barbarians 
<voU vf Bf ^jjjj f^ -taiuch zeal and integrity, obtained leave of the em- 
wtjACtus, ppgfg ^Q gQ into Africa, in order to confer with him in per- 
fon, and hear what he could allege in his own defence. 
Bonifacius was overjoyed to fee them, and produced, upon 
their charging him with treafon and rebellion, the letter 
which Aetius had written, proteiling, that nothing but his 
own fafety and prefervatrion could have induced him to turn 
his arms againft his prince and country. With this letter 
they returned to Placidia, who was thereby fully convinced 
» of the treachery of Aetius ; but thinking it dangerous to 

provoke him, as he was then at the head of a vi£borious 
army in Gaul, flie concealed her indignation for the pre- 
fcnt. Iq a letter to Bonifacius, Ihe expreffed her detefta* 
tion of the injury that had been done him ; afTuring him of 
her favour and proteftion for the future ; and exhorting 
him to return to his duty, and, confulting, with his ufual 
zeal, the fafety of the empire, drive otit the Barbarians, 
We endea- whom, for his own fafety, he had called in. This office 
l^erfuade Bonifacius readily undertook, offering them immenfe fums, 
the f^afi' provided they quitted Africa, and returned to Spain ; but as 
dais to re- they had already reduced the whole country, except the 
ttrefrom three cities of Carthage, Hippo, and Cinha, Gtnferic firft 
^Ufltf returned him a contemptuous anfwer; and then falling 
Bonifaci' upon him, cut moft of his men in pieces, and obliged Bo- 
us*smeH nifacius himfelf to fly^ to Hippo : which place the Barba- 
cut iH rians immediately invelted j but were obliged, for want of 



pieces by 
GenJtnC' 



^Sidon. car. vii. p. 338. Jorn. Rcr. Goth. cap. 34. p. 660. 
I Idat. p. 19; ' / 
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provifions, to raife the fiege, after it had continaevi for the 
fpace of fourteen months, Genferic attacking the town a t- 
moft daily with incredible fnry, and Bonifac4U8 defending 
it. with equal vigour and intrepidity *". 

Next year Aetius was raifed to the confulfhip, Placidik 
ftill pretending ignorance of his/treachert)us conduS to- 
wards Bonifacius. This laft, reinforced with powerful fii6- 
cours fent hin^ both by Placidia and Theodofius, offered 
battle to the Vandals ; who, readily accepting it, gave him Bomfaeius 
a total defeat, took an incredible nuAiber of prifdners, and ^^ Jfpar 
obliged the reft to (helter themfelves among the rocks and f^^'f ' 
mountains. Among the prifoners was Marcianuis, who af- /j^. ' 
terwards attained the empire. Afpar, who commanded on ' 
this occafion the Eaftern troops, with difficulty cfcaped out 
of Africa, and returned to Conftantinople, as did Bonifa- ' 

cius to Italy, being invited thither by Placidia. Upon their nvho «wr- 
departure, the Barbarians over-ran all Africa, committing runs all 
every where dreadful ravages and horrid cruelties : which Afr^^ 
ftruck the inhabitants of Hippo with fuch terror, that they 
abandoned their city, which was firft pillaged, and then 
burnt, by the vi£torious enemy °. St. Auftin, bifhop of . 
the place, died the year before, in the fourth month of the 
fiege. Carthage and Cirtha were now the only places in 
all. Africa held by the Romans Bonifacius, upo^ his ar- 
rival at Ravenna, was received with extraordinary demOn- 
ftrations of kindnefs and efteem by Placidia, and raifed to • 

tire chief command of the army, in the room of Aetitis ; 
who, finding his treachery difcovered, and dreading the 
power of Bonifacius, aflembled the forces under his com- 
mand, in order to deftroy his rival. Bonifacius, at his ap- ^ • £» 
proach, marched out at the head of a body of chofen troops *war hsr 
to meet him. A battle enfuing, Bonifacius received a tweeH Bor. 
wound, of which he died three months after** (L). Aetius, »(/»««'. ^ 
dreading the refentment of Placidia, withdrew to the court f^^^'J^** 
of Rugula, or Rouas, king of the Hunns ; whence he re- the hfnur 
turned foon after, at the head of a Yiumerous army of Bar- is killed* 
barians ; but the emprefs promifing not only to pardon him, 
but reftorc him to his former poft, he difmiffed the Barba- 

n Procop. Bell* Vand. lib. i. cap. 3. p. 185. n idem ibid. 

Profp. Ciiron. <> Marc. Chron. 

« 

(L) Thus Marcellinus, who fame writer adds, that Bonifa- \ 

did not, it feems, think it ne- ciiis on his death-bed exhorted • 
(rejQTary to acquaint us in what ^his wife Pelaeia to marry no . 
place the battle was fought, nor man but Aetius, if his wife 
l^hipl^ fide gai)]^ed the day. The ihould die before her bulband. 

rianS) 
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riant, tni rttttitied to courts where he was raifed to the 
^ank of a patrician. 

Next year, Thcodofias being conful the fourteenth timcy 
with Petronius Maximus, a dreadful fire broke out at Con- 
ftantitM>pkt which laftcd three days, and confun>ed all the 
public granaries, with many other ftatelY edifices, and great 
part of the city '• Honoria, fitter to the emperor Valen- 
tinian, baring fuflemd hfrrfelf to be debauched by one of 
her domeftics, named Eugenius, was banifhed the court, 
being then fixteen fears old, and fent to Conftantinople, 
H«NrriH her mother Placidia having difcoyered, that, by means of 
•A|^'* her eunuchs, ihe maintained a private correfpondence with 
ntiui^ri' A^l^i ^bo had ftfcceeded Rpuas king of the Hunns ; that 
vatefy cof' ihe bad even fent him a ring, and was daily preffing him 
ttffonii to enter Italy at the head of a powerful army, and take her 
^mth At* xo wife. Tn^odofius being conful the fifteenth time, and 
^^^ Vakntinian the fourth, a peace was at length concluded 

Yr. of VI. with the Vandals in Africa, to whom the Romans ceded 
1885. great part of Numidia, all the province Proconfularis, and 
u V?* *^^' Bi^cene. This treaty was figned at Hippo, on the eleventh 
»*33' ^£ jp^ljriiary, by Gettferic, and by Trigetius, who had fuc- 
rA# 1{#- ceedcd Bonifacius in Africa. The king of the Vandals de- 
fnmuyitld Uvered.to the Romans his fon Huneric by way of hoftage ^. 
gnaipart Xhc fajBM year Aetius gained a fignal vidory over the Bur- 
^f Africa g^A4ij^^ ^Iiq, having been allowed to fettle in that part 
yaadah. ^^ Gaul which borders on the RbinCi had revolted from 
fhe Romans, and plpnd^red Belgie Gaul. Gondicarius 
their king was compelled to fubniit to fuch conditions as 
the conqueror thought fit to impofe upon him and his pe»- 
f^^'^^ pif '• But Goodicarius did not long enjoy the peace which 
ifjijwij^ ^^*****® ^ granted, being, in the beginning of the foUow- 
fm^nnjf >"S l^^U attacked by the Hunos, ana cut off, with twenty 
'}$ki thoufand of his men % Socrates writes, thati of the un- 
happy BurgundiaM, three thoufand only were left idive, 
who, having embraced the Chriftian religioiit and received 
the faeraosent of baptifm, went, full of comrade and confi" 
dence» to attack the enemy, of whom they killed a ibotK 
fand, and obliged the reft to fave themfelves by a precipi^ 
fhe Gifthi tate flight S The Goths, who had been allowed to fettle 
^ifV in Aquitain, and bad Theodoric for their kio^, not fatif- 
(ut'orT^ ^ ^^^ ^*^^ ^^^ countries that had been allotted them, made 
pUigfJ H thetnfelves mafters of feveral neighbouring cities belonging 
drop iht to the Romans, s^nd even laid fiege to Narbonne \ wh^h, 

f/iterprizip 

ft^r^iire. p ji^^r. lib. y!l. cap. 39. p. 385. 4 Profp. Chron. Procop, 

p. ifi6. f Mat. p. If. Sid. car. vit. f* j88. s Valef. Rer, 

^rafle« lib. HI, pi i)S-^»f jS, n 5o<fi lib, vii. tap. 30. p. %7h S7»^ > 

however. 
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howeter, they were forced to raife» count Lttoriui €Ofiimg 
feafonably to the relief of the place with a numerous bodf 
of Hunns, who, repulfing the Goths* entered the city^ eaca 
horfeman carrying with him two \>u(hel8 of corn* 

While thefe things pafied in the Weft, Tbeodofius coot* n^odf^ 
pleted the ruin of idolatry in the Eaft, by a law enabled in /«/*/ eJia 
43 5> ordering all the temples^ oratories, and places confe«- agaiaft 
crated to the worfliip of idols, to be pulled down, 'and for- '^^^^ 
bidding his fubjefls, on pain of deathy to praflife any of ^^^'<^* 
the Pagan ceremonies, either in public or private. By this 
law the very foundations of the temples were to be entirely 
demoliihed, and the firn of the Chriftian religion, no doubt 
the ^rofs, to be ereAed in the place where they had ftood "• 
Theodoiius pafied part of the year 436 at Cyzlcum* Next: 
year, 437, when Aetius was conful the fecond tinw, with 
Pigifvultus, or Sigifvult, the SaKon pirates began to in fed 
the coafts of the Armorici. Eudoxia, the daughter of 
Theodoiius by the ^mprefs Eudocia, had been betrothed to 
Valentinian in 424 ; and this year the nuptials were cele* ^^* ^^ FF« 
brated with great folemnity at Conftantinople, on the a*^^' 
twenty-ninth of 0£lober, Valentinian being then eighteen u.^^ j*|^* 
years and five months old. The ceremony was- to have ' 
peen performed at Theflalonica ; but Valentinian, out of Eudoxia, 
comptaifance to the royal bride, proceeded to Conftantino* ^^^^augk* 
|ile } which city he entered on the twenty-firft of 0£lober\ ^ ^'^ r 
Theodofitts, in giving, or, as others maintain, in betroth* marrUdti 
ing his daughter to Valentinian, obliged the young prince VaUntt' 
to giv^ up Wcft^Illyricum, comprehending the Upper and «m« HI* 
Lower Pannonia, Dalmatia, and the two Noricums *•• The 
two Pannonias comprifed that part of Auftria and Hungary 
that lies on the Roman fide of the Danube ; and the two 
Noricums the archbiihopricof Saltzburg, with Styria and 
Carinthia. Eaft Illyricum had belonged to the emperors of whyhldt 
Conftantinople fince the time of Gratian, who yielded it to io TAiodw- 
Thcodofius the Great. Valentinian left Conftantinople in -j^^^'fi 
the latter end of this year; and, having fpent the. winter ^ >'"*'*■•' 
at Theffalonica, returned early in the ipring.to Ravenha. 
He had by Eudoxia two daughters, Eudocia and Placidia. 
In the following year TheodoGus, being conful the 
iixteenth time, with Aciiius Glabrio Fauftud, publiflied 
bis famous code, or a colle^ion of all the heft and moft 
iifefui laws that had been enaded by the lawful princes 

n Cod. Th«o(). tit. leg. a;, p. igS. Tbeodor. lib. v. cap. 36. p. 
749. V Socr. lib. vii. cap. 44'* P* 3^^. Cbron.Alek. p. 570* 

s Chron. Alex. Join. d(; Reg. Sue. p. 91, 93, 

his 
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his prcdcccffors (M), In the following confulfliip of Theo-' 
dofius, the fcTcnteenth time conful, and of Feflus, Lite* 
rius the Roman general befieged Touloufe ; but his troops 
were defeated by Theodoric and himfelf taken prifoner. 
However, Theodoric concluded a peace with the Romans 
upon very reafonable terms, as we ihall relate hereafter. 
The fame year Merida, then the metropolis of Lufi- 
tania, was taken by Richila, who the year before had fuc- 
ceeded his father Htfrmeric, king of the Suevians, in Ga- 
licia ^. But the lofs of Carthage in Africa, furprifed on the 
twenty-third of Oftober of the prefent year by Genferic 
king of the Vandals* proved a more fatal blow to the Wef- 
tern empire. By the taking of that important place, which 
had belonged to the Romans five hundred and eighty-five 
years, the Vandals remained mafters of the Proconfubris, 
of Byzacene, Getulia, and part of Numidia. However, 
Valentinian maintained, as long as he lived, the two Mau- 
ritanias, Csefarienfis and Sitifenfis, with Tripolitana, Tin- 
gitana, and that part of Numidia in which Cirtha flood. 

In the Eafl nothing worthy of notice happened this year, 
except the journey which the emprcfs Eudocia undertook to 
Jerufalem, in compliance with a vow fhe had made to vifit 
the holy places there *. She paffed through Antioch, where, 
in the prefence of the fenate and people, fhe pronounced a 
fpeech in commendation of that city from a throne of gold 
enriched with precious floncs *. At hef departure, (he pre- 
fented the magiflrates with a very confiderabie fum, for the 

y Idat> p. 22. z Socr. lib. vii. cap. 47. p. 390. ^ Evag* 

lib. i.*cap. 20. p. 277. 



(M) Eight able civilians were 
employed in this work, at the 
head of whom was Antiochus, 
who had been conful in 43 1 . 
Such laws as were not contained 
in this code, were declared to be 
of no force. It was immediately 
received in the Well; where 
it met with greater fuccefs 
than in the Eaft, where it ob- 
tained only for the fpace of about 
ninety years, that is, to the reign 
of J^u&inian, who abrogated 
this, and publiihed a new code : 
but in the Weil it was received 
by Theodoric, and the Oiiro- 



goths, who made thenifelves 
mailers of Italy about the end 
of the fifth century, and like- 
wife by Alaric king of the Vi- 
figoths or Weilrogoths in Lan<» 
guedoc and Spain. The laws 
that were afterwards added to 
the code by Theodofius, and 
forae other princes, were call- 
ed Novellas. Theodofius, in 
publifliing the code, enad;ed, 
that the laws made by one 
prince ihould be of no force in 
the dominions of the other, un- 
lefs confirmed and figned by 
him (i). 



(i) Profp. Chron. Doviat. Hift. Jur. Civ. cap. x. Cod. Thcod. 
Nov. I. p. X. 

relief 
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relief of riie indigent citizens. The inhabitants of that me- 
tropolis acknowleged the kindnefs (he had (hewed them by 
^redling twoftatues to her honour, placing the one, which 
was of brafs, in the Mufeum ; and the other, which was 
plated with gold, in the fenate **. At Jerufalem (lie pre- 
fented Juvenal, J>ifhop of the place, with great fums, to be 
diftributcd among the poor, and with a crofs of gold, adorned 
with precious ftones, to be fet up on Mount Calvary ; for 
which the bifliop is faid to have prefented her in his turn 
with the right-hand of St. Stephen the protomartyr ^. 

In the follov/ing year Genferic made a defcent upon Sicily, Yr. of Fl. 
and meeting with little reCftance, ravaged the open coun- **89. 
try, committing horrid cruelties, and even laid fiege to Pa- u c *^'' 
krnio : but not being able tp reduce the place, heretjurned ' '*^^* 
to Africa with an immenfe booty **. Count Cenforius, who Sicily ra- 
had been authorifed by Valentinian to negotiate a peace be- 'vagedty 
tween the Suevians in Galicia and the natives of that coun- Gen/eric. 
try, was befieged by Rechila in Merfola on the Guadiana, 
where he refided, and, upon the reduftion of the place, 
taken prifoner •. About the fame time Aetius, removing Tht Bur^ 
the Burgundians from the banks of the Rhine, allotted guudmns 
them fettlements in the prefent duchy of Savoy, and re- ^^"^'^^^h 
warded a body of Alans, who had ferved the Romans with fj[j'%.efeni 
great fidelity under the couduft of their king CEocaric or giucfy of 
CEocric, with lands on the Loire ^ Thefe Alans are fup- Savoy^ 
pofed to have fettled afterwards with the Britons in Armo- 
rica. In the £aft, Paulinus, the emprefs Eudocia's chief PauUnus 
favourite, who by her intereft had been raifed to the high put to death 
poft of magifter officiorum, was this year executed by the ^ ^^*/^'^ 
emperor's order at Caefarea in Cappadocia « ; which is all ^^^.^ 
we find in the ancient writers concerning this remarkable 
event (N). j^ 

^ Evagr.lib. i. cap. 20. p. ay?* Chron. Alex. p. 731. c Ce- 

dren. p. 337. Thcoph. p. 74. Marc. Chron. ^ Chron. Alex, 

p. 730. « Idat. p. 2t, 23. f Profp. Chron. Valcf. 

Ker. Franc, p. 173. Jorn. Rcr. Goth. cap. 37. p. 665. g Marc. 

Chron. 

(N) The more modern ed, as he was a man of learn- 

Greeks afcribe his death to the ing, and the emprefs herfelf well 

jealoufy of Theodofius ; and tell verfed in all the branches of lite- 

U8, that the emperor being rature* Paulinus, not knowing 

prefented with an apple of an by whom it had been fent to the 

uncommon fize, and extraordi- emprefs, thought it a proper 

'nary beauty, he immediately prefent for the emperor, and 

fent It, as a rarity, t Eudocia, accordingly carried it to him* 

and (he to Pauiiiius, in ^^hofe This raifed fome jealoufy in 

converfation (he greatly delight- Theodofius, who thereupon 

: difmifTed 
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In tbe fol lowing ysear, Cyrus aionc was confnl : Jie eioell^ 
in polite leafning, efpecially in poetry; and, having by that 
means gained the favour and protection of Eudocta, he had 
been raifed by her intereft to the firft employments in the 
ftate* As he entered the circus this year with the confolar 
ornaments, the people^by whom he was greatly beloTcd^ 

favourite ecclefiailics. Eudo- 
cia was fo affedied with their 
V death, that, (he caufed, in her 
turn, Saturninus to be murder- 
ed ; an alTaiiination which pro* 
Toked the emperor to fuch a 
degree, that he ordered all die 
great officers of her court to 
quit her ibrvice, and return M 
Conilantinopie.' which was re« 
ducing her to the condition of m 
private perfon. Thus (he lived 
at Jerufaletn to her death, which 
happened in 460. She is laid 
to have folemnly declared on 
herMeath bed, that (he was al- 
tojg;ether innocent of the crime 
ofwhich Theodofius had fuf- 
petted her and Paufinus (3). 
Asihe was poiTefledof immenfe 
wealth, which the emperor left 
untouched, fhe built at Jeni&- 
lem a great uumber of churdte^ 
monaUeries, and hofpitals, a- 
domed the city with many late- 
ly edifices, and, at a vafi ex- 
pence, repaired the walls which 
m mofl places were entirely 
ruined. She was huried in a 
roaghiiicent tomb in the church 
of ot. Stephen, which ihe had 
endowed m the neighbourhood 
of Jerufalem (^. Her piety is 
greatly extollea by moft writers, 
cfptcially by Caiiodorus^ who 
il^les her of all women cbe not 
pious, the moft relij^us (5)* 



difmilTed Paulinus ; and, fend- 
ing for Eudocia, alked her what 
was become of the apple. The 
emprel^, not willing to own Hie 
had given it to Paulinus, an- 
fwered, (he had eat it. Upon 
this the emperor, producing 
it, commanded Paulinus to be 
immediately executed, and from 
that time (hewed htmfelf fo in- 
different towards the empre(s, 
that (he folicited foon after to 
return to Jerufalem, and to 
continue in that city, which 
was readily granted her. Such 
is the account' of Con dan tine 
Manafl^s, Zonaras, Nicepho- 
rus, Glycas, and Codinus(2). 
That Eudocia retired about this 
time to Jerufalem, is very cer- 
tain; and likewi(e, that there 
was a raifunderilanding between 
her and the emperor^ who cauiT- 
ed Severus, a prieft, and a dea- 
con named John, whom Eudo- 
cia had carried with her from 
Conftantinople to Jerufalem, to 
be murdered, for no other rea- 
fon, but becaufe the emprefs 
lived in great intimacy with 
them, and made them frequent- 
ly rich prefents. This giving 
either jcaloufy to the prince, or 
occafion to fcandalous reflec- 
tions., Theodofius di(|>acchcd 
SaturnimiS, his coities dome(H^ 
eorum^ no Jerufalem, with pri- 
vate orders to difpatdi the two 

(i) Manair. p. 55. Zonar.tom. iii.p. 37. I>liceph. lib. xiv. cap. 
ft). jS. 4S5. Glyc* p. 261k Codin> Crig Conflantinop. p. 56. 
<3) Evagr. lib i. cap. at. p. 4^7. *7^« Odvcn. p. 343. ThcojAaft. 
p. «S. (4) Evagr. lib.i. cap. »i. p. »8^. (>d. p. 337. Chron. 

Alex. p. 73s« KicopH. Ub. Kh. cap, 50. p. 358, 559. (5}Calt«l. 
P£xi.p. 374. 

receired 



Eqfiem and JVeftern Eritptre. 40! 

received him with fuch acclamations, that the emperor. The confut 
who was prefent, caufed him through jealoufy, a few days Cyrus ftrlp* 
after, to be ftripped of all his employments, and his eftate P^^^^f^^^ 
to be confifcated, pretending, that he was inclined to Pa- ^orna^ents 
ganifm, and that he afpired to the empire. Cyrus fled for by the tm* 
refuge to a church, and caufed himfelf to be ordained prieft. prou 
The emperor, refpediing his new charafter, granted him 
his life, and foon after fuffered him to be raifed to the fee 
of Cotyea in Phrygia ^. As Genferic king of the Vandals 
was now become very formidable, Theodofius refolved to 
ailiil Valentinian, his couiin-in-law, againft fo powerful 
an enemy. Accordingly he fitted out a fleet, confifting of Thiodofiui 
eleven hundred large (hips ; and, putting on bo^rd of it the fends a 
flower of his army, under the conduft of Arcovindas, An- P^erful 
filus, and Germanus, ordered them to land in Afripa, and, -^^^'^'f 
joining the Weftern forces, to drive Genferic out of the gainfl Gen* 
countries h^ had ufurped. They fleered their courfe to Si- ferk\ 
cily, in order to pafs more eafily from thence into Africa : 
but in the mean time, Genferic having fent a folemn em-» 
baflTy to Theodofius, and pretending to be defirous of con* 
eluding a peace with the two empires, the Roman generals 
waited on the coaft of Sicily the refult of the negotiations, 
which Genferic craftily fpun out till the feafon proper for 
a£lion was elapfed *. 

While his ambafladors were ftill at Conftantinople, the 
Perfians, in violation of the treaty made between the two 
empires in 422, entered the Roman territories in an,hoftile 
manner; an invafion which obliged Theodofius to recall his ^^^ ^'/^ 
forces, and Valentinian to conclude a peace with Genferic, obliged to 
which he could not obtain but by furrendering all the coun- ^Jnd VaUn" 
tries in Africa which he had feized. Anatolius and Afpar tinian^to 
were difpatched againft the Perfians, who, finding the Ro- conclude a 
mans, whom they expefted to furprife, upon their guardj P^^^^ 'f^^ 
agreed to an accommodation ; fo that a peace was conclude ^^f^^^* 
ed, one of the chief conditions of which was, that neither 
the Perfians nor the Romans fhould for the future raife any 
new fortifications on the frontiers ^, Aifaces, king of Ar* 
menia, dying at this period, divided his kingdom between 
his two fons Tigranes and Arfaces ; but by his laft will be«* 
queathed the far greater part to Tigranes. Arfaces, difia* 
tisfied with this partition, had recourfe to Theodofius, who 
threatening to make war upon Tigranes, terrified the young 
prince to fuch a degree, that, flying to the protedlion of 

' b Zon. p. 35. Theoph. p. 83. Chron. Alex. p. 736. < Theopb. 
p. 87. Cbion. Alex. p. 750, ^ Agath. p. 937. Procop< BelK 

Ferf. p. 8. 

Vol. XIV. Da the 
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the ^rfian kbg, be gave him his iharef preferring the cafe 
and quiet of a retired life to all the charms of a crown. 
Arfaces, on the other hand, dreadi&c the power of the Per- 
fiant, pat ThcodoCvs tn pofleffion othis part, npo^ certain 
conditions, one of which was, that his family ihotild enjoy 
^keend9f for ever an entire liberty, and an exemption from all tri- 
tki mHtiiut bate and taxes- Thus ended the kingdom of Armenia, after 
kingdom of j^ j^^^ continued for many ages, and given occafion to much 
Armenm. jjoodihed, and cndlefs wars, waged by the Romans firft 
with the Partkians, and afterwards with the Perfians* The 
(bare of Tigranes belonging to the Perfians was called Per- 
farmenia and Armenia Perfica ^ The part of ArfaceS held 
by the Romans was henceforth governed by a particular of- 
ficer, with the title of comes Armenise, or coont of Armenia.^ 
ni tiwm The Hunns, taking advantage of the wars in which the 
^o/tfi^ Romans were engaged with the Vandals and Perfians, paffi. 
'• cd the Danube, and invaded Thrace with a formidable ar- 
my« They had entered that province in 425, under the 
condaft of Rougas their king, as we have related above ; 
but he being killed with lightning, and at the fame time a 
plague raging with great violence in his army, the Barba* 
nans repafTed the Danube, not daring, fays Socrates ^^ to 
•Rgage in a war with the Romans, whole caufe Heaven 
had evidently efpoufed. Rougas was fucceeded by Roas or 
Rouas in 434, who concluded a peace with the Romans, 
»n condition, that they fhould pay him a yearly penfion of 
Aree hmdred and iifty pounds weight of gold. A few 
years after, the Hunns refolving to drive out the Boifchit 
and other barbarous nations dwelling on the banks of the 
Danube, under the prote£Hon of the Romans, Rouas dif- 
patched Eilas to the court of Conftantinople, threatening to 
make war upon Theodofius, if he afibrded them the leaft 
aftftance. The two generals Plintba and Dionyfius were 
appointed by the emperor to treat with the king of. the 
Hunna, and' divert him, if poffiUe, from the rdEoliition h# 
Rouas king bad taken : but in the mean time Rouas dying, and his nes- 
of tht phew, the famous Attila, fuocetding him, the ambaffadors 
Ht^^^jf'* were ordered to treat with him, and his brother Bleda, his 
MdHi h P^***^ *** ^^ fovereignty: hot mftead of Dionyfius, who 
JaiJia. tTOuM not agree with Plintba^ was fent the quaftor £pa- 
genesy a man of great experience in negotiation&. 

The anib»Cador$ had an interview with the two princes in 
fhe neighbouriiood of Margum^ a city on the Dailidse in 
Upper Moefia, at a place where the Margus or Margis falls 
snco that river. The Romans were obliged to confer with 

> ThMdoret. p. 964. » Socr. p. j,t7» 

them 
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tticm orihotfeback, the Hunns rcfufing todifmount* The ThRo" 

Eeace Was confirmedi but upon fuch conditions as plainljr mans eon* 
Btrayed the weaknefs and depilorablc ccfndition of the em- ^'*^' ^ . 
pire. Thefe Mrere, i. That the Romans fliould deliver to ^thThTJlt 
Attila and Bleda fuch Hutlns as had taken^ or fhould for the; upon moft 
future take, refuge in the Roman dominions. 2< That the fiamiful 
Roman prifoners, vho fhoUld make their efcdpe from the ^^"'^'^wfr/; 
Hunns without t'^ying their j-anfom, fhould in like liiatmer 
(>e delivered up, or eight pieces of gold be paid for each. 
J. That, inftead of three hundred and fifty pounds weight ot 
gold, the Romans fhould for the future pay annually feven 
hundred. 4. That the Romans fliould not aiTift any nation 
whatfover, when attacked by, or at war with, the Hunns. 
In compliance with this fhameful treaty, the Romans imme* 
diately gave up to Attila fome princes of the royal blood of' '^ 
the Hunns, who were by his orders crucified like the mean* 
eft of flaves, in the fight of the Romans, becaufe they had 
abandoned their own country to ferve in their armies. At.* 
tila, being in virtue of this treaty, at full liberty to make 
conquefts, reduced all the northern countries, his authority 
being acknowleged even by the barbarous nations lying 
north of the Euxine Sea ". Heaving extended his dominions, 
he refolved to take advantage of the wars in wbidh Theodo* 
fitts was engaged with the Perfians and Vandab. Accord- Attila, toU 
ingly, without any regard to the above mentioned treaty j( yfithftand* 
he pafTed the Danube at the head of a very numerous and *"S '^' 
formidable army ; and, entering Thrace, made himfelf 1^*^^^ ^^ 
matter of feveral cities and fortreffes, arid, ampng the reft, pajesthe 
of Viminacium, a place of great importance on the Danube, Da?mbe % 
Md.of Margum, which was betrayed by the bifhop of the 
place. Elated with this fuccefs, he difpatched a meficngef 
to Theodofius, requiring, or rather commanding, him to 
deliver up immediately all the Hunns who had taken re« 
foge in the Roman dominioifs, to pay part of the tribute 
that had been owing for fome time, and to fettle what fhould 
be paid for the futuie. 

Theodofius could not prevail upon himfelf to abandon 
tlioie who, after the declaration of war, had forfaken At- 
tila, and joined him. Attila therefore began to ravage ^^* ©^ PJ« 
the country, putting all to the fword, without diftindion a*d^'' 
of fex, age, or condition. He took by florm Retiariumon u'c-iatg! 
fibeDantibe in Upper. Mcefia, Singidunum, Naiffus, and — ■ 
Strmianif formerly the capital of lUyricum, with feveral andmakn 
other cities ; infomuch that Theodofius, not thinking him- iitmfelf 
fetffafe atGonftantinople, retired into Afia^ As to the ^^IJ^^f 

Prifc. Hifl. Goth, de Legat. p. 4S*'**43< * Chroxi. Altx. p. citm. 

730. Pfofp. Marcel. Chron. 
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The Hiftary of the 

iflTuc of this war wc arc left quite in the dark. All we know 
isy that this year a peace was concluded between Attila and 
Thcodofjus, who returned to Conftantinople on the twcnty- 
fcventh of Auguft^. 

In the following year TheodoGus, leaving Conftanti- 
nople, vifited the province of Pontus, where be caufed the 
public edifices, and walls of Heraclea, to be repaired. As 
he was one day, during his progrefs, inarching on foot, 
greatly tormented with heat, dull, and thirft, an officer of 
his guards prefented him with a beautiful cup full of frelh 
and excellent liquor ; but the emperor, returning the officer 
thanks in a moft obliging m.anner, declared, that he would 
not by any means refrefli himfelf, when it was not in his 
power to refrefli all his followers "i. 

In 44.4, when Theodofius wasconful the eighteenth time, 
with Albinus% the eunuch Antiochus, the emperor's great 
chamberlain, being convifted of extortion, and abufinghis 
authority to the oppreffion of the people, was, by Theodo- 
fius, degraded from the rank of a patrician, and confined 
to the monaftery of St. Euphemia at Chalcedon, ftripped 
of the great wealth he had amaiTed, and deprived of all the 
honours which he had enjoyed •. Theophancs writes, that 
Theodofius made him pope, meaning, perhaps, that he 
obliged him to take holy orders. Upon his difgrace the 
emperor ena£led a law excluding all eunuchs from the dig- 
nity of patrician ^ 

Next year, when Valentinian was conful the fixth time 
with Nomus, nothing remarkable happened in the Eaft 5^ 
but in the Weft, Vjtus being fent with a confiderable army 
into Spain, to fupport the natives againft the Suevians, moft 
of his troops were cut off by Rechila, and he obliged to 
fave himfelf by flight, and abandon the inhabitants to the 
mercy of thofe Barbarians. In the courfe of the following 
year, Aetius being conful the third time with Q^Aurelius 
Symmachus, the Britons, unable to withftand the Scots 
and Pifts, had recourfe to Aetius, who governed the 
Weft^rn empire almoft with abfolute dominion. To move 
him to compaffion they wrote him a letter with the follow- 
ing direftion, " The groans of Britain to the conful Aetius;** 
but could not, with all their groans and tears, prevail upon 
him to affisrd them the leail afliftance \ In the Eaft a dread- 
ful plague raged this and the following year, when Ardabu- 
rius and Alypius were confuls ; and violent earthquakes were 



P Marc. Profp. 
^ Pafc p. 395. 
Theoph. p. S3, 
p. iiS. 
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i^lt in mod provinces, which damaged feveral cities, and 
deftroyed great part of the new walls of Conftantinople, 
with nfty-feven towers and many (lately edifices, not only 
in that city, but likewife at Antioch and Alexandria ^. At Attila 
this junfture Attila, upon what provocation we know not breaks ht§ 
(for both emperors readily complied with all his demands, ^f^^ '^^l^^j 
however unjuft and arrogant), made an irruption into ^f a fort" 
Thrace with a formidable army, cohiiiling of Hunns, midabU 
Goths, Gepidae, Alans, and many other barbarous nations, army^ 
commanded by their refpe£live kings. Attila, whomahey 
all obeyed, at the head of this numerous hofl, over-ran,with«- 
out oppofition, Illyricum, Thrace, both Dacias, MceCa, and 
Scythia. He took and plundered above feventy cities, and, 
among the reft, Philippopolis in Thrace, properly fo called, 
Arcadiopolis in the province of Europe, and Marcianopolis, 
the capital of Lower Moefia. They extended their ravages Hiovir- 
on one fide to the Euxine fea, and on the other to the ''«'»'/'• 
Streights of Thermopylae, which part Theflaly from Achaia '^j^\^^^ 
or Greece. In the mean time Arnegifelus, governor of ' 

Mcefia and Thrace, collefted all the troops quartered in 
thofe two provinces, marched againft Attila, and engaging 
him in Lower Moefia, on the banks of the river Utis, which 
falls into the Danube near a city of the fame name, killed 
great numbers of his men j but falling from his horfe, he 
was himfelf flain, after having fold his life dear, and his 
army was put to the route ^. Another battle was fought anddg- 
in the Cherfonefus near Gallipoli, probably by the generals fiats the 
Afpar and Arcobindus, who were both fent againft Attila. ^««^»£*- 
But no better fuccefs attended the Romans in this than in ^^^* 
the other engagement ; fo that Thcodofius was obliged to 
jdeputc Anatolius, with one Vigilius, who underftood the 
]an,guage of the Hunns, to Attila, to fue for peace, which 
he was ftridlly enjoined to conclude upon any terms. 

A peace was accordingly agreed to, and ratified by the Yr. of FI. 
jemperor, on the following terms, highly opprobrious to *i98. 
the Roman name. i. That the Romans fliould pay imme- ^* P* 44*. 
diately to Attila fix thoufand pounds weight of gold, and '*^ 

every year two hundred. %, That they uiould fend back 7-^^ /j^. 
to him all his deferters, and receive none for the future, mansion* 
3. That they fliould deliver up the Roman captives who tlud^ a 
had efcaped without paying their ranfom, or pay for each f^*^^' ^''^ 
pf them twelve pounds weight of gold. 4. That the Ro- A^^i^l 
mans fliould fend no ambafladors to Attila, till they had urm. 
furrendered all his deferters and fugitives y. * Purfuant to 

▼ Chron. Alex. p. 374, Evagr.lib. i. cap 17. p. 475. Niccph lib. 
xy . cap. 48. p^ 543. X Jorn. Rer. Goth/ cap. 44. y Tbeoph. 
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tills ignominious tfeaty fix thoufand pounds welglit of ffiXA 
were fent immediately to Attila, with all the Hunns who 
bad taken refuge in the Roman dominions, among whom 
were fever^l princes, who chofe rather to be killed by the 
Romans than fall into the hands of Attila*. This year ft 
mifunderftanding arofe between Attila and Valentinian, on 
account of feme facred vcffels which Attila falfly pretended 
to have been ftolen from him by Silvanus^^ a banker iit 
Rome. Silvanus, who was the lawful owner of thefe tcC* 
fels, had fold them to the church. But as they were pieces 
of exqui()te workmanfhip) Attila, coveting them) or ra« 
ther fceking a pretence to quarrel with Valentinian, claim-- 
cd them as ftolen from him by Silvanus, and with great 
arrogance preflfed the emperor either to reftore the veflels, 
or deliver up Silvanus. In confeqaence of this demand, 
count Romulus was fent with Promotus, governor of No* 
ricam, and Romulus, ari officer of diftin£fcion, to the 
court of Attila, to convince him, ifpoflible, that the vcfi 
(els in difpute had never belonged to him, or, if he con<* 
tinued to claim them, to pay him their value in gold. 
Attila received the ambaffadors in a very condcfccnding 
manner, entertaining them at his own table with the ambafc 
ladors of Theodofius, who arrived at his court much about 
the fame time. But the only anfwer that he returned to 
their reafoning and arguments was, that tbe vefTels be- 
longed to him ; and that he was determined to do himfelf 
juftice, and declare war, if Valentinian did not either re- 
ftore them, or give up Silvanus, who had ftolen thetn, 
NotwTthftanding thcfe menaces, he did not make war upon 
Valentinian till three years after, though that prince couM 
riot by any means be prevailed upon to comply with either 
of his demands, 

In the following year, Edecon being fent by Attila with 

the charafter of ambaffador to Theodofius, the eunuch 

if^ ll'"5 Chryfaphus, the emperor's great chambe?lain, perceiving 

$^r4frfd\ jjg ^gg greatly taken with the fplendor of the court, an? 

defirpus to continue among the Romans, promifed him 

great wealth and preferments, provided he would difpatch 

Attila 5 an office which he undertaking, Theodojius con- 

fented to the wigked attempt, and charged Vigilius, intcr- 

wkoJharMj V^^^^^ 'o the Roman ambafladprs at the court of Attila, lo 

thi conjpi^ afflft him in the eiiterpri?e. But Edecon, either appre- 

rator^i und henfive of the dangers attending fuch a defpcrate attempt, 

^^^" . or having diflembled all the time with the emperor and his 

%Tf/^ ttiinifter, upoQ his return difcpyered the plp(i %o Alti^a, who 

caufed 
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canred Vigilius to be feized, and difpacched his fecretary 
Oreftes to reproach Theodofius with his treachery, and 
demand Chryfapbut, the chief author and contriver of the 
confpiracy. But Nomus, who was fent ambaflador to the 
king of the Hunas on this occafion^ with (everal other per* 
Ions of great diftin£tion^ gained fats efteem and sffe^lion to 
fuch a degree, that he promifed to live in peace and amity 
with Theodofius, pardoned Cbryfapfaus, fet Vigilius at 
liberty, and difmiffed the ambafladors loaded with rich 
prefents*. 

Th€ next year Theodofius was fo bruifed with a fall Yr. of FT, 
from his horfe in hunting, that, bein? with difficulty car- ^y^' 
ried in a fedan to Conftantinople, he died on the twentieth ^' q' ^^^* 
of June, according to Theophanes •*, or the twenty-eighth _ "^ ' 
of July, as we read in Theodoras ^9 who is followed by Theodofius 
moft chroaotogcrs. According to this opinion, he died in du4. 
the fiftieth year of bis age, after having reigned forty-two 
years and near three months after the death of his father, 
and forty-eight fince he had received the title of Auguftus. 
He was buried on the thirtieth of July, in the fame tomb 
with his father Arcadius. He is generally commended as His cha» 
a prince of exemplary piety ; but all own him to have had ^'^^f^'^- 
but ilender parts, and to have been entirely guided by thofe 
about him, efpeclally by the eunuchs of the court, wfao^ 
abufing bis authority, opprefled the people to fuch a degree, 
that many in his reign chofe rather to abandon their native 
country, and live among the Hunns, and other Barbarians, 
than bear the tyrannical government of his miniilers. He 
was a great friend to the church ; but yet, miflcd by ill- 
meaning men, countenanced the declared enemies of the 
orthodox faith, as the reader will !ind in the account which 
the ecclefiaftic writers tranfmit of the two councils held by 
fais orders at Ephefus, and of the progrefe which rhe herefy 
of Eutyches made in his reign. Of the writers who floo- 
rilbed under Theodofius, we fhall fpeak in the note (M). 

CHAP. 

» Prifc. p. 57— ^S. * Theoph. p. 568. c Theod. p. 38. 

(M) We are chiefly indebted and fpent moft part of his life 

to the ecclefiaftic writers Socra- in that city (i). He begii^s 

tes, Sozomen, and Philoftor- where Eufcbius ended his hif- 

giu9, for the hillory of- the tory, but repeats the traiifac- 

reign of Theodofius the young- tions of the tirft year of Con- 

er. Socrates was born in Con- ftantine's reign, that is, of the 

ftantinople about the year 380, year 306, and carries his work 

(0 Soon lib, v. cap. S4« p. 193, 
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CHAP. LXV. 

fThe Hijiary of the Eajtern and Wejlern Empire^ 

from the Death of T^heodojim II. to the total 

Failure of the Weft em Empire in Auguftulus. 

IF the laws at this time in force, concerning private efV 
tates and inheritances, had obtained with refpe£\ to 
kingdoms and empires* the right of Eudoxia to the impe^ 
rial crown would have been indifputable, that princefs be- 
ing 



down to the feyenteenth con- 
fulfhip of Theodofius II. that 
18, to the year 439 : fo that it 
comprifes the fpace of a hun- 
dred and thtrty-tour years. So- 
zomen, or Salaminus Herrnias 
Sozoroenes, as he is ftyled by 
Photius, was not, as feme h^ve 
conjeftqrcd from the firft of 
thefe names, a native of Sala- 
mis in the ifland of Cyprus, but 
of a village in the territory of 
Gaza, named Bethelia, as ap- 
pears from the account he gives 
of the converfion of his grand- 
father to the Chriflian reli- 
gion (;), He undertook his 
great hiftory, which was to 
comprife whatever had happen- 
ed worthy of notice from the 
third confuKhip of Crifpus and 
Conflantine Csefars, that is, 
from the year 324 to the fe- 
venteenth confullhip of Theo- 
dofius the Younger in 439 (3). 
Whence it is manifeft, that the 
work which has reached our 
times is imperfed, fince it ends 
in the year 415, About the 
beginning of the fixth century, 
Caffiodorus caufed the hiftories 
pf Socrates, Sozomen, and 
tTheodoret, to be tranllated ipto 



the Latin tongue by Epipha- 
nes, that Greece alone, fays 
Caffiodorus, might not pofTefs 
fo valuable and neceiTary a 
v(rork. Philoftorgius, born a- 
bout the year, 368, in the pro- 
vince of Cappadocia Secunda, 
compiled an ecclefiaftic hiftory, 
or rather, under that name, an 
apology for the Arians, efpe- 
cially the Eunomians, whofe 
tenets he himfelf held. He 
began his work, which was di- 
vided into twelve books, with 
the death of Conftantius Chlo- 
rus, the father of Conftantine 
the Great, and carried it down 
to the acceffion of Valentinian 
III. to the empire, in the year 
425. This work has been long 
fince loft ; but an abftra£t of it, 
which may be termed a large 
hiftory, has been conveyed to 
us by Photius (4), who com- 
mends the flyle, but thinks the 
author often too difFufe and te*. 
dious. Philoftorgius, befides 
bis hiftory, compofed a lone 
panegyric on Eunomius, and 
an apology for the Chriftian re- 
ligion again ft Porphyrins ; but 
neither of thefe works has reach- 
ed our times. About the f^me 



(») Soz. lib. V. cap. 15. p. 617. (3) Ibid. lib. i, cap, 1. p. 401. 
» P> 39»» 5?7' 4?3? ^4) Phot; cap. 40. p. %y 
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\rig the only child of the deceafed emperor ; but not the 
lead regard was had either to her, or to the emperor Va- 
lentinian her hufband : and indeed neither of them feems 
to have laid claim to the Eaftern empire, though Theodo- 
fius left no ifiue male behind him. As Pulcheria had fhar- 
edthe fovereignty with her brother, and bore the title of 
Augufta, flie remained by his death fole midrefs of the 
empire ; and no perfon was more capable of governing. 
However, as no woman had yet reigned alone in either 
empire, fhe determined to marry, notwithllanding the re- 
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time lived Philip of Sida in 
Pamphylia, who wrote a very 
diffufe hiflory from the creation 
to his time, confifting of eight 
hundred and fixty-four books, 
which he entitled the Chriftian 
Hirtory. Of this voluminous 
work, which has been long fince 
loft, Photius fpeaks with great 
contempt (5). The fame au- 
thor wrote another extenfive 
work, wherein he confuted, or 
attempted to confute, the writ- 
ings of the emperor Julian (6) ; 
but the performance has un- 
dergone the fame fate as the 
other. The author was a dea- 
con of the church of Conflan- 
tinople, and thought hiuifelf 
greatly injured, becaufe he was 
not preferred to that fee (7). 
Prifcus, who attended Maxi- 
mus, when fent ambaffador to 
Attila in 449, wrote the hiilory 
of the war between that prince 
and Theodofius ; the hiftory of 
Marcian's reign ; an account 
of the journey of Anthemius 
to Rome, of the war carried on 
in the reign of Leo againft Gen- 
feric, and of the unhappy end 
pf Afpar, and his children, 
murdered by the emperor Leo 
ifi47i (8)* His hiflory is faid 



to be flill extant, and lodged ia 
foine libraries (9). Hitherto 
only fome fragments of it, re- 
lating to embaffies, have been 
publi(hed, which are to be found 
among the works of the other 
Byzantine hiftorians. Some 
paflages of his hiflory are quot- 
ed by Jornandes ( 1 ) . He wrote 
with great exa(4nefs and ele- 
gance. The hiflory of Theo- 
dofius the Younger was likewife 
written by one John, who is 
often quoted by Evagrius, and 
by him flyled orator, or pro* 
feiTor of eloquence. His hif- 
tory ended with .the feventh 
year of JuAin I. of the Chrif- 
tian aera 525, therefore we 
mufl diflinguifli him from an* 
other hitlorian of the fams 
name, whofe hiflory began with 
the death of Juflinian, and was 
carried down to the reign of 
Mauritius. . Another hiflorian, 
named likewife John, a follower 
of Eutyches, wrote in five books 
the ecclefiaflic hiflory, from the 
time of Neflorius to the defeat 
of Bafilifcus ; that is, from the 
year 428, to 477. To his ec- 
clefiaflic hiflory he added five 
books (2), the contents of which 
are at this time unknown. 



(5) Phot. cap. 40. p. ai, (6) Socrat. lib. vii. cap. 17, p. 36 J. 

(7) Idem. ibid. (8) Evagr. lib. i^cap. 17. p. 273. & lib. ii, 

cap, i p. %%i, (9) VofT. Hift. Grace, lib. iv. cap. 18. p. 4SS. 

1) Jorn. Rer. Goth.'cap. 94. 34, 35. 41. 49. (»} Phot. cap. 41. 
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foYotiMi flie had ukcn, or the rovr flie had made, to con« 
ttnue a Tirgin to her death. Porfaant to this refolution^ as 
feon as the death of Theodofias was puUiclv known, ihe 
fent for Marcian, a perfon remarkable for his exemplary 
piety, and extraordinary qualifications ; and told him, that 
flie defignod to raife him to the loTereigmy, by marrying 
bim, on condition that he would fufier ber, agreeably to 
the refolotiott ihe bad taken, to live and die a virgin. Mar- 
wh it di" cian readily complying with this condition, (he fent for the 
^^^Agm^ patriarch Anatolios and the fenate, and in their prefcncc 
declared Marcianus emperor. Her choice being approved 
by them, and applauded by all the officers at court, both 
civil and military, the new emperor was crowned at the 
palace of Hebdomon, on the twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth 
of Auguft, 450 '. His eleAion was immediately commu- 
nicated to Valentinian \ and he approving it, his images 
were, according to cuftom, fent into the Weft, and receiv- 
ed at Rome on the thirtieth of March of the following 
year* The marriage was celebrated with the utmoft pomp 
and magnificence, Pulcheria being then in the fifty-firft^ 
and Marcian in the fiftieth year of his age. 

He was a native of Thrace or Illyricum, defeended from 
a family of no great diftinftlon, but remarkable for their 
w!eutsi and attachment to the orthodox faith «. As his father fervcd 
ikaraSif^ in the army, he refolved to follow the fame profeffion ; and 
went to Fbilippopolts in Thrace, in order to lift himfelf in 
that fervice. On bis journey he found the body of a man 
lately killed lying on the public road ; and induced by his 
good-nature, could not proceed, till he had decently in- 
terred it. This circumftance fome perfons* accidentally 
coming by, obfcrved, and immediately acquainted the ma- 
giftrates of Phllippopolis with what they had feen ) who 
thereupon caufed Marcian to be feised and examined, and 
would have condemned hini, had not the tr«ie author of the 
murder been timely difcovered and convi&ed '. Marcian, 
thus reftored to liberty, lifted himfelf among the troops 
quartered at Pbilippopolis, and ferved as a private man in 
421, when, upon the breaking out of the war between the 
Romans and rer(ian$, the corps in which he ferved was 
ordered into Syria \ but Marcian, falling fick as they march- 
ed through Afia, continued a long time indifpofed at a 
place called Sydema, and thence repaired to Conftantino- 
picy where he lifted himfelf among the troops that were 

4 Thfod. p. $51. Bvdgr. lib. H. cap. t. p. 175. Theoph. p. 89^ 
Chron. Ale*, p. 73S, « Niwhor, lib. xv. cap. i. p. 595, 

^ Evagr^ p. aSj, 
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tommanded by Ardaburius, and hU fon Afpar, who, dif- 
covering him to be a man of uncommon parts, raifed him 
to the poft of their fecretary. In that cbara£ker he attended 
Afpar in 43 1 9 into Africa, whei'e he was taken prifoner by 
Genfericy with many perfons of diftin£lion, Afpar himfelf 
having narrowly efcaped falling into the enemy's hands* 
All the captives of di(lin£lion were, by Genferic's orders, 
brought into the palace, where while they were waiting in 
tn open court till the king was at leifure to view them, 
Marcian, lying on the ground, fell aileep \ and an eagle at 
the fame time appearing over him, fays Evagrius, and in« 
> t^rcepting with his extended wings the fcorching rays of 
the fun, afibrded him a friendly fliade. This phenomenon 
G^nferic obferved from his apartment, and concluding from 
thence that he was'deftined by Heaven to the empire, he 
granted him his liberty, after having obliged him to fwear, 
that he would never make war upon the Vandals. From 
Africa be returned to Conftantinople, where he was, ac« 
eording to Theophanes «, honoured with the fenatorial dig- 
nity. Theodorus ftyles him only tribune, but adds, that 
lie diftinguifhed himfelf in war ^ He had by his firft wife, 
who died before his acceflion to the empire, one daughter, 
named Euphemiat whom, when he was raifed to the fove- 
reign ty, he married to Anthemius, afterwards emperof of 
the Weft. All writers agree, that Marcian was a prince 
of exemplary piety, a zealous patron of the orthodox faith, 
ft father to his people, a fincere friend to virtue, an enemy 
to vice and irreligion ; in ihort, a perfon endowed with 
every great and good quality becoming a prince. Some 
writers prefer bim even to Conftantine and TheodoGus the 
Great. He preferred none but perfons of known abilities, 
end unblemiihed charaders ; for the reader will find, in 
the writers of thofe times, great encomiums beftowed, not 
only upon him but upon all thofe who were employed by 
him in the adminiftration. Fulcheria, mother to the em- PulchrU, 
peror Valentinian, died this year in the Weft 5 and was in- ««*'^''' '« 
terred at Ravenna, where her tortb h ftiH to be feen *. 'j^fg^H^^^ 
She is cenfured by fome writers for yielding, or inducing ^a, dUs. 
her fon to yield. Weft Illyricum toTheodofius. She had 
governed the Weftern empire with abfolute power for 
twerity-fix years, Valentinian fuffering her to rule, to the 
hour of her death, with the fame authority which (he had 
isnjoyed in his minority. 

f Thcoph. p. ti. h Theod. lib. i. p, 551. < Profp, 

(brQOf Mat* M{|bil. It. \x^\. p. 39, 49, 

to 
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AttUaaf- ^^ ^^ following year 4c i, Attila aiTembled one of the 
fnnblis a moft numerous and formidable armies we find mentioned 
Jtrmidabk in hiftory. It confiiled of Hunns, Gepidae, Oftrogoths, 
^rmj. Rugians, Gelonians, Burgundians, Belonatians, Squiri, 

NeurianS} Badarnae, Turingians, Bru£lerians, Franks dwell- 
ing on the Neckar, Marcomans, Suevians, Qaadians, He- 
ruljy TurcilingianS) and, in fhort, of all the Northern Bar- 
barianS) to the number of five, or, as others afTert, of fe- 
Ten hundred thoufand men ^. In raifmg fo formidable an 
army, he had nothing lefs in view than to conquer both 
empires : but Marcian returning no other anfwer to his 
ambafladors, fent to demand the annual penGon or tribute 
paid by Theodofius, than that he had gold for his friends, 
' and fteel for his enemies, he turned his arms firfl againfl 

tomaki y^il^^'i'ii^in, whom he held in the utmofl contempt, being 
war upon convinced that it would be no difficult undertaking to re- 
ValiMii' duce, in fpite of all oppofition, the Eaftern, after he had 
"istt, made himfelf matter of the Weftem empire. Being there- 

fore determined to make war upon Valentinian, he fent a 
folemn embafly to that prince, demanding his fiftei Hpno- 
ria, whom he pretended to be his wife, and with her half 
the Weftern empire. We have obferved before, that Ho- 
noria had maintained, by means pf her eunuclis, a private 
correfpondence with Attila, and even fent him a ring, 
which the ambaffador produced to prove their marriage. 
Valentinian anfwered, that among the Romans, women 
had no right to the imperial crownj nor to any part of the 
empire ; and at the fame time difpatched Carpilio, the fon 
of Aetius, and feveral other perfons of great diftinftion, 
to the court of Attila, to convince him of the injufticc of 
his claim. 
m;hom he Attila, to the great furprize, both of Valentinian and 
fw^f^"/' the deputies themfelves, feemed to be fully fatisfied with 
their reafoning, and arguments they alleged ; but it wa§ 
only the better to deceive the unwary prince, and put in 
execution a new fclieme. Hemeric, the fon of Genferic, 
king of the Vandals, having married the daughter of Theo- 
doric, king of the Goths in Languedoc, caufed her nofe to 
be cut off foon after, and fent her back, thus disfigured, 
to her father, upon a bare fufpicion, that (h^ defigned to 
poifon him. As he knew that Theodoric would not fail 
to refent fuch an outrage, he refolved to anticipate 
him ; and therefore fent rich prefent§'t.Q Attila, to en- 
gage him to attack Theodoric. Attila, who wanted only 
fome pretence to enter Gaul, readily clofed with the pro-» 

^ Prjfc p. 4.0. Jorn. cap. 78, p, 666, Sid. Car. vii. p. 54* 
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pofal, pretending at the fame time, that he might meet 
with no oppofition from the Romans, to be fully fatisfied 
with the reafons alleged by their ambafladors, and to relin* 
quifh all claim to any part of the, empire; and 'he fent 
Valcntinian a very obliging letter, affuring him, that his 
warlike preparations were defigned againft Theodoric 
alone ; that as to the Romans, he ihould ever look upon 
them as his friends, provided they did not efpoufe the caufe 
of his enemy. At the fame time' he affured Theodoric of 
his friendlhip, and exhorted that prince to join him againft 
the Romans, as their common enemy. 

The better to furprife Valentinian, he did not wait the 
return of the ambafladors ; but departing immediately from 
Scythia, though in the midft of winter, and direfling his 
march through Germany, never halted till he reached, 
early in the fpring, the banks of the Rhine. There the 
Franks, who ftill dwelt on the German fide of that river, 
endeavoured to flop him ; but they were eafily defeated, He defeats 
Childeric, the fon of Mcrouee, and grandfon of Clodion, theFranks^ 
being taken prifoner, with his mother, and other perfons QauU^''^^ 
of diftinftion ^ The Franks being defeated, and difperfed, * * 
Attila caufed an incredible number of boats to be buitt, 
cutting down for that purpofe whole forefts ; and paffing 
the Rhine without oppofition, entered Gaul. As he infinu- 
ated, that he defigned to Kve in friendihip with the Romans, 
and only defired to march through their country, in order 
to mate war upon the Vifigoths in Languedoc, feveral cities 
opened their gates to him ; but the rapine and violence 
which he fuffered his men to commit in the cities that had 
received him, betraying his real defign, the other cities 
(hut their gates againft him. Then pulling off the maik. Takes and 
he befieged, took by ftorm, and pillaged, Tongres, Treves, defiroys/e* 
Strafburg, Spires, Worms, Mentz, and all the towns in J/^^ '' 
that neighbourhood. Advancing into the country, and di- 
viding his numerous army into feveral bodies, he ravaged 
the country with fire and fword ; and not only reduced and 
pillaged, but laid in aihes the cities of Arras, Laon, Befan« 
9on, Toul, and Langres "*. But notwithftanding the fuc- 
cefs that attended him on his firft entering Gaul, he was 
at length obliged by the Romans and Goths to quit that 
country. 

Being driven out of Gaul, he retired to Fannonia ; and, 
having reinforced his army with fupplies from Scythia, he 

I Val. Rcr. Franc, lib. iv. p. 158. Du Chefne torn. 1. p. 726. Sid. 
Car. vii« p. 541. ^ Gitg. Tur, Hift, Franc, lib. ii. cap. 57. 
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rdblved to make an irruption into Italy, where he hoped 
to meet with more booty, and lefs oppofition. Finding 
the pafles of the Alps unguarded, as no hoftiiities were ex* 
pefkd on that fide, he entered Italy towards the end of the 
year 451, as Idatius and Jornandes feem to infinuate ", or 
in the beginning of the following year 452, when Hercu« 
lanus and Sporacius were confuls. It is impoilible to ex- 
prefs the terror and confternation which fo fudden and un- 
expe£led an irruption occafioned, even in the mod diftant 
provinces. Aetius thought of faving himfelf by flight, and 
retiring with the emperor into Gaul ; but (hame getting 
the better of his fear, he continued in Italy, and began to 
aflemhie the forces difperfed in the provinces. In the mean 
time Attila, advancing as far as Aquileia, the metropolis 
of the province called Venetia, invefted that important 

tlace, battering it night and day with an incredible numb- 
er of warlike engines. As it was well fortified, and de<* 
fcndbd bv the flower of the Roman troops, it held out, in 
fpite of nis utmofl; eflbrts, for the fpace of three whole 
months, at the end of which it was taken by aflfault, pil<- 
lagead for feveral days together, and laid in aUies» not one 
hJufe being left (landing, nor one perfon alive that fell in- 
to the enemy's hands, Attila, intending, by this barbarous 
and inhuman treatment, to ftrike terror into the other 
cities, and frighten them into fubmiffion. The cities of 
Trevigio, Verona« Mantua, Cremona, Brefcia, and Ber- 
gamo, underwent the fame fate, the Barbarians raging in 
every place with fuch fury as can hardly be expreflfed or 
conceived, and putting all to the fword, without diftin^ion 
of (ex, age, or condition. It is commonly believed, that 
on this occafion the inhabitants of the province of Venetia, 
to avoid falling into the hands of the Hunns, retired to the 
iflands on their coaft» and laid the foundations of a city, 
which, borrowing its name from the province, was called 
Venetiae> and is now known by the name of Venice ^ (A). 



* Jornand R«r. Goth. asp. 4s. p. S;^. Theopb. p. 9t. 
de imp* cap. %t* p. i%^ 7s. V^. Rer. Fi^anc. lib. iv. p. 1^9. 
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(A) Caffiodoruv, ^|>eifiking of 
the Venetians, as he ityles them, 
about fid-f years after, fays, 
that they tnmbited the iflands 
<»fche Adriatie; «liat they had 
no other fence againfl the waves 



but hurdles; no other food but 
fl(h; no wealth befides their 
boats ; and no merchandize but 
fak, which they exduw|^for 
provifions (i), 
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From the province of Venetia he advaaccd to MllaOj jauan 
then the metropolis of Liguria, which he took and pillag- taken mni 
ed : the city of Pavia, and feveral other places ia that pHUtged. 
neighbourhood, he laid in aflies^ after having plundered 
them, and put the inhabitants to the fword. Perceiving 
at Milan fome |)ifture89 reprefenting the Rotaan emperors 
fitting on thrones of gold, and the Scythians, that is» the 
Goths or Hunns, proftrate at their feet, he caufed hionfelf 
to be painted fitting on a throne, and the Roman emperors 
carrying on their fhoulders facks filled with gold^ which 
they emptied at his feet ^. From Liguria, Attila intended 
to go to Rome, which city was not in a coaditioa to witb« 
fiand him ; but bis men, remembering the untimely end q£ 
AlartCy who died fooR after be had plundered that noetro* 
polis, endeavoured to divert him, notwithftanding their 
third after plunder^ from that rei^Iution. Attila defpifed 
that omen ; but his troops being greatly diminiihed by 
.want of proviiions, and the maladies that raged among 
them^ and Aetius havine at the fame time, with a rein- 
forcement fent him by Marcian f#€xm the Eaftj defeated a 
party of HundM> he defered bis march to Rcxme, and pur« 
(lied his ravages in the neighbouring provinces. 

In the mean time Valentintan, having no other refource, 
fent envoys to Attila, with propofals for an accommoda* 
tt«B. At the head of this embany was Leo biihop of Rome* 
a perfon famed for his eminent piety, eloquence, and learn* 
Ing. His colleagues were Albienus or Avienus, who had 
been conful in 450, and Trigecius, formerly prefeA. They 
found Attila on the banks of the Menzoj not far from 
Mantua, and were received with uncommon demonftra^ 
tkms of kindnefs and efteem. He concluded with Leo^ raienti- 
who furprifed and foftened him with his eloquence, a kind nian con" 
of treaty, which, it feems, was but a truce 5 for he threaten- ^^*^^ ^ , 
ed to return to Italy, and purfue his ravages with more I'^'^Fa^ 
cruelty than ever, unlefs the princefs Honoria was fent him, ^^ 
with the (hare of the imperial treafures due to her. One of 
the articles of this treaty was, that the emperor fhould pay 
an annual penfion to Attila. Ijt was no fooner figned, than ^ho retim 
he ordered his Hunas to forbear hoftilities, and, leaving out of Italj^ 
Italy, retired beyond the Danube ^. 

In the following year^ the Saracens, the Nubians, and 
the Blemmyes, broke into the empire ; but were defeated 
by the troops of Marcian, and forced to implore peace, 
which the emperor granted upon terms highly advantageous 

f }orn. Ret. Goth> cap. 4«. p. .673. 4 Jora* Rer. Goth. cap. 41. 
p. 674--68S, 
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to the empire, as Prifcus aflures us, who attended the Re* 
man ambaffadors to Damafcus, where the treaty was con- 
cluded '. 

Attila dying in the year 4.53, feveral nations, formerly^ 
fubdued by that conqueror, revolting from his children, 
obtained leave of Marcian to fettle in Thrace and Illyri- 

' cum, almoft entirely difpeopled by the frequent incurfions 
of the Hunns and other Barbarians. Among thefe mention 
is made of the Squiri, Satagair«, and Alans, who, under the? 
conduft of Candax their king or leader, fettled in Le^r 
Scythia, and Lower Moefia : to the Rugians, Sarmatians, 
and Cemandrians, lands were granted in Illyricum, near a 
place called the Caftle of Mars : to the Goths, commonly 
called Oftrogoths or Eaftern Goths, to diftinguifli them 
from the Vifigoths or Weftern Goths, who afterwards be- 

. came matters of Spain, Marcian granted all Pannohia, from 
Sirmium, now Sirmifli, in Sclavonia, to Vindobona, at 
prefent Vienna, in Auftria, a large tra£b, comprifing manjf 
cities. Thefe Goths were then governed by three brothers, 
Valemir, Theodomir, the father of Theodoric the Great, 
afterwards king of Italy, and Vidimir, who divided that 
fextenfive country among them, Valemir fettling in the 
Eaftern part of it, Theodomir in the Weftern, and Vidimir 
between the other two. The Goths, as well as the other 
Barbarians, acknowleged the authority of the Conftantino- 
politan emperors, and were fubjefts of the empire ; but at 
the fame time their princes claimed an uncontrouled autho- 
rity oi^er their own people, and frequently waged war with 
each other. Even one of the fons of Attila, named £rnac» 
and feveral other Hunns, fubmitted to the Romans, who 
granted them lands on the moft diftant borders of Leffer 
Scythia, in Dacia, and amongft the Sarmatians in Illyri- 
cum. At this jun£ture died the emprefs Pulcberia, 
daughter to Arcadius, fifter to Theodofius II. and wife to 
Marcian. She left by her will, which was confirmed and 
executed with great fidelity by Marcian, the immenfc 
wealth of which flie was pofiefled, and her rich moveables, 
to the poor '. She was a wotnan of moft extraordinary parts, 
and is, on account of her exemplary piety, honoured both 
by the Greeks and Latins with the title of Saint. 

The following year is remarkable for the downfal and 
death of that great commander Aetius, owing chiefly to the 
malicious iniinuations of Heraclius the eunuch, who, hay-* 
ing gained an abfolute afcendant over the emperor, eafily 

' Evagr. lib. 11. cap. $. p. 195. Prifc. p. ^. Niceph. lib, xv. cap. 9« 
p. 61. "MarcChroa. 
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perfuaded the weak prince, that Aetius iafpircd to the em- 
pire, and maintained a private correfpondence with the 
Barbarians, in order to raife himfelf by their affiftance to 
the imperial dignity. Aetius, on his fide, gave fome occa- 
iion to the accufations of the eunuch, by prefiing the em- 
peror with too much eagcrnefs to perform the proniife he 
had made, of marrying his eldeft daughter Eudocia to Gau- 
dentius the general'^s fon. His importunity gave weight to 
the calumnies of Heraclius, and confirmed the weak and ^ 
jealous emperor in his fufpicions, which, according to 
Gregory of Tours ', and all the writers of thofe times^ 
wete altogether groundlefs. But, after all, his treachery 
towards count Bonifacius, and feveral others, plainly prove, 
that he did not on all occafions fcruple facrlficing his con- 
fcience and honour to his preferment and grandeur. Some 
pretend, but without any pofitive proof, and probably with- 
out foundation, that he was the fecret abettor of all the dif* 
turbances that happened during his adminiftratioa ". Pe« 
tronius Mascimus is faid to have greatly contributed to the 
death of Aetius, by urging the eunuchs of the court to 
perfuade the emperor, that he aimed at nothing \dh than 
the fovereignty. The view of Maximus was probably to 
remove the only per fon who fcreened the prince from the 
vengeance he was refolved to take upon him for a late 
affront^. 

However that be, the death of Aetius being refolved on, 
Valentinian ordered him to attend him in the palace, pre- 
tending to have fome affair of the utmoft importance to 
communicate. Aetius obeyed the fummons, attended by ^^ ^^ 
Boetiu^, the prasfe£lu$ prxtorio, his intimate friend, and fe- ^reufymut'^ 
veral others. .But Aetius alone was admitted into the deredby 
prince's chamber ; which he had no fooner entered than Valentin 
Valentinian ran him through with his fword ; and, with «'«»• 
the affiftance of the ofiicers about him, particularly of He- 
raclius, difpatched him in a moft barbarous and inhuman 
manner *. Thus fell the heft general of his age, the terror 
of Attila, the bulwark of the Weftern provinces, fays Sido- 
nitis, by the hand of the greateft coward in the whole em- 
pire. We are told, that v alentinian, having one day aiked 
a Roman whether he had done well in difpatchin^ Aetius, 
die Roman anfwered, that he could not tell whether he 
had done well or not, but thought be had cut off his right 
hand with his left 3^. The prefe£k Boedus, and all thofe 

t Greg. Tur. Hill. Fran. lib. ii. cap, 8. p. 177. Valcf. p. 175. 
a Val. p. 176. Buch. Belg. p. 31 8. ^ Jorii. Reg, Sucv. p. 654. 

X Idat. p. 30. y Pcricc. Vand. Hift. lib, u cap. 4. p. 187. 
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who hid attended Aetius to the palace, were likewife dtf' 
patched, being called one after the other into the emperor^s 
chamber. This bloody tragedy was a£led, according to 
Theophanes, at Rome*. Valentinian immediately dif- 
patched ambafiadors to the Suevians, and other foreign na« 
tions» to acquaint them with the death of Aetius, and 
confirm the treaties that general had concluded with them. 
But the news of that great man's death encouraged fome of 
them to make irruptions into the empire. In the beginning 
of the following year, the Armorici were under daily ap- 
prehenfions of feeing the Saxons on their coafts y the Ale- 
mans pafled the Rhine near Bafle, and the Fianks laid wade 
the territories of Mentz and Rbeims ^ 

In the year 455, when Valentinian was con ful the eighth 
time, with Anthemius, fon-in-law to the emperor Marcian, 
the Weftertt empire was involved in terrible calamities. 
The emperor Valentinian was murdered on the feventecntb 
of March, and the empire feized by Petronius Maximus, 
grandfon to Magnus Clemens Maxlmus, who, having 
ufurped the fovereignty in 383, was taken and killed by 
Theodofius the Great. Authors give us the following ac- 
count of the unhappy end of Valentinian, and ufurpation of 
Maximus. The latter having married a lady equally fa- 
mous for her beauty and cbaftity, Valentinian fell paflion* 
ately in love with her ; but her virtue being proof againft 
all his prefents, menaces, and promifcs, be had recourfe to 
the following artifice : he fent one day for Maximus to 
play with him at dice \ and, having won a confiderable 
fum, obliged him to leave his ring as a pledge for the pay- 
ntent of it. This ring he fent privatqly to the wife of Ma- 
ximus, defiring her in her hufband's name to repair to the 
palace, and wait upon the emprefs. The lady, knowing 
the ring, went to the palace, in compliance with the fup- 
pofed orders of her hufband \ but was condudted by fome 
perfons, employed for that purpofe, to a remote apartment, 
where Valentinian, without any regard to her tears and en- 
treaties, robbed her by force of that which was infinitely 
more dear to her than life. Upon her return home, fhe 
burft into a flood of tears, reproaching, in moft bitter terms, 
her hufband« whom fiie believed privy tq her dishonour, and 
his own infamy. Maximus, on the other hand, then firft 
apprifed of the emperor's wicked artifice, acquainted his 
wife with it» determined at all events tO" be revenged on 
Valentinian **. 



* Theoph. p. 92. a Sid. Car. vii. p. 544* 
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iPurfuant to this refolution, he applied to the friends of Max'mutf 
Aetius, whom the emperor had lately murdered, efpecialljr to rt^et^i 
lo Trauftila and Optila, or Occylla, two Barbarians^ who i^^yioUuci 
had fervcd under that general, and had been diftingiiilhed *«^''^^'^'^* 
by him with particular marks of kindnefs and efleem. /^^vitfik t4 
Thefe officers undertook to revenge the death of tneir old tg mur* 
commander, and at the fame time the diflionour offered to dtr$d* 
Maximus ; accordingly falling upon Valentinian, while he 
was diverting himfelf in the Campus Martius at Rome, they 
(irft killed his favourite eunuch Herachus, who intrepidly 
interpofed» and endeavoured to fave his mailer; and then 
difpatched the emperor himfelf, with many wounds, in the 
fight of the whole court ' (D). Valentinian was murdered 
on the feventeenth of March 455, after having lived thirty- 
four years, and reigned twenty-nine, and about five months^ 
reckoning from the twenty-third of Oftober 425, when he 
was firft declared Auguftus. His tomb is fuppofed to be 
dill extant at Ravenna. 

As he had very (lender parts, he was entirely governed ^^ ^f *^1« 
by the eunuchs of the court, who difpofed, at their pleafure, a*^^'* 
of all the great offices, facrificing the good of the public, u.c/i tot! 
and the honour of the prince, to their private intereft and V 
ambition. He had not courage enough to head his armies Tkecha^ 
in perfon ; and, befides, was, by his effeminate education, raQtr^ 
become altogether incapable of bearing the toils of a mill- ^f!^^^' 
lary life. The only journeys he undertook were from Ra* * 
venna to Rome, and ffom Rome to Ravenna, keeping him- 
felf in both places locked up in his palace with a herd of 
eunuchs, and indulging, without reftraint, his brutal in^- 
clinations, though married to one of the moft beautiful 
women of that age **. 

The day after his death Maximus, the author of it, af- Maximms 
fumed the purple; and, being faluted by the Roman peo- ^Jf^^^^ 
pie with the title of Auguftus, immediately raifed his fon ^•'*'' * 
Falladius to the dignity of Csefar. Maximus was fptuilg 

e Marc. Idat. Cailiod. Chron. Evagr« cap. 7. p. i$S. Jotit. Re^. 
Sucv. p. 654. Greg. Tur. p. 477. * Tbeopb. p 93. Zort. 

p. 40. Conft.Manair. p. si. Procop. Bell. Vand^ lib. i. cap. 3. p. \%%. 

(D) Procopius, and John of leaft notice of the outrage, a« 

Antioch, who evidently copies fcribe the death of Valendnian 

from him, are the onl^ authors to the unbounded ambition of 

who mention the indignity of- Maximus, not to be fatisfied 

fered to Maximus. Sidonius with any thing lefs than the 

and Idatius, without taking the empire itfelf ( t } • 
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from an illuftrious family in Rome, and had difcliarged the 

firft offices in the ftatc with great applaufc and reputation. 

He was poflefled of immenfe wealth, which he Qiared and 

enjoyed with his friends, leading an eafy and indolent life, 

and indulging himfelf in all the diverfions and recreations 

which his plentiful eftate could afford. Hence he no fooner 

began to feel the anxieties infeparable from a crown, efpe- 

cisuly when acquired by unlawful means, than he repented 

the ftep he had taken, panting after his former condition* 

Sidonius relates that, the very firft night he lodged in the 

palace, he was heard crying out, ** Happy Damocles, whofe 

reign began and ended with a dinner !" It is even faid he 

had refolved to abandon Rome, of quitting the enfigns of 

majefty, and refuming, in fome corner of Italy, his former 

mndtip' method of life*. But being diverted from that refolution 

feints dw; by his friends, he appointed Avitus, then in Gaul, com- 

*"' T*"' ni2i^^dcr in chief of the Roman armies, who immediately 

^^^^2/ difpatched Meffianus to acquaint Theodoric, king of the 

tkg RtmoM Vifigoths, with the acceilion of Maximus to the empire^ 

firui* That general went foon after to confer in perfon with the 

Gothic king, and entered Touloufe, attended by Theodoric i 
himfelf on his right band, and one of the prince's brothers I 
on his left. He was upon the point of concluding a tre^ity j 
with Theodoric, when he unexpeftedly received the dif- 
agrceable tidings of the death of Maximus, which put him i 
Emdoxia ^P^^ Other meafures. The wife of Maximus <lying foon j 
being for' after the outrage offered her, the ufurper, that he might 
tfdte mar- havc fome title to the crown, obliged Eudoxia, the deceafed 
fy kim^ in- emperor*s widow, to marry him, contrary to her inclina- 
vtifsGen- tion^ a few days after the murder of her hufband ; and at 
i/»X." ' ^^^ fsitnt time married her -daughter Eudocia to his fon 
Palladius. 

Eudoxia, who had loved Valentinian with great tender- 
nefs, highly provoked at feeing hcrfelf married, againfl her 
■will, to the very perfon who had deprived him hoth of his 
life and empire, refolved, whatever it coft her, to revcage 
the death of her former hufband, and the affront ofieredin 
her perfon to his bed. Blinded, therefore, with pafiioii, 
and thirfl of revenge, Ihe took fuch meafures as proved fa- 
tal to herfelf, to Rome, and all Italy. Expe£Ung no affift- 
ance from Maroian, tmwilling perhaps to engage in a civil 
war* Ihe difpatched a trufty meffenger to Genferic in Africa^ 
conjuring him to revenge the death of his friend and allf 
Valentiman, and to refcue her out of the arms of a tyrant 
the murderer of her hufband ^ Some authors affirm^ that 

^ Sid. lib. ii. ep. 1 3« p* 57» s^* ^ Evagr. lib* ii. cap« 7. p. 4^. 
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flic wrote to the king of the Vandals with her o^n band, * 
afluring him, that he would meet with no great r^Cftance 
in Italy, and promifing to afEft him to the utmod of her 
power. This meflage was very acceptable to Genferic, who - 
had long wiihed for fuch an opportunity, which he em- 
braced with great joy ; and putting to fea without lofs of 
time, fleered his courfe to Rome. When his numerous 
fleet firft appeared, the chief citizens, and perfona of dif- 
tin£tion, ftruck with terror and difmay, inftead of putting 
themfelves in a pofture of defence, thought only of con- 
fulting their fafety by flight K Among thefe was Maximus 
himfelf ; but» as he was flying with his court, the popu- 
lace, exafperated againft him for thus ihamefully abandon- 
ing thofe whom it was hid duty to prote£t, rifing on a fud- 
den, purfued him with fhowers of ilones ; which infult Maximus 
fome of Valentinian's officers obferving, they threw them- murdired, 
(elves upon him ; and a Roman foldier, named Urfus, gave 
him the fatal blow ^. His body was ignominioufly dragged 
through the chief (Ireets of the city ; and, after it had lain 
fome time expofed to the infults of the incenfed multitude, 
thrown into the Tiber. Such was the end of the ufurper 
Maximus, after he had lived about fixty years, and borne 
the title of emperor three months. His fon Palladius is 
fuppofed to have undergone the farne fate. 

Three days after the death of Maximus, Genferic entered Romg taken 
Rome without oppofition, and abandoned it to the mercy 2*^^^?J[" 
of his Vandals, ftriftly enjoining them, however, not to Jw^. 
fet fire to tKe city, nor fli^d the blood of the inhabitants, 
purfuant to the promife he had made to Leo the Great, 
then bi(bop of Rome, who had gone out to meet him K 
They continued in the city fourteen days, pillaging riot only 
the private houfes> but ftripping the public buildings of all 
their rich ornaments, and even the churches of their facred 
▼eflels. They took an incredible number of captives, every 
one fcizing fuch women as they liked beft, and, amongft 
the men, thofe who they thought would be of mofl; fervic» 
to them. Genferic himfclf forced the imperial palace; 
and having feized on the treafure, and all tho rich move- 
ables, he caufed them to be put on board a veflTel, with the 
emprefs Eudoxia, her two daughters Placidia and Eudocia, Eud§xia 
and Gaudentius the fon of Aetius, and carried them all and Air 
into, captivity. Amongft the fpoils, mention is made of a ^^owghters 



great many ftatues, with which a veflel was loaded ; of half J^'^^J? '*' 
the covering of the Capitol, which was of brafs plated over ^^^ ^' 

186. Jornand. Rer, Goth« cap. 45. 
i£t. Frofp. Cfaron. 
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w!tb gold ; of facred yeflck of gold, enriclicd with pre? 
cious ftones \ and of thofe which had been formerly takei^ 
)>y Titus out of the temple of Jerufalem, and brought to 
Rome. 

Genferict haying thus ftripped the city of all its wealth, 
and valuable ornaments, returned with his fleet to Africa ; 
but loft in his pafTage the (hip that carried the ftatues K 
Marciaui fenfibly affe£led with the misfortune of Eudoxia, 
and the two princefles her daughters, earneftly entreated 
iGenferic to fet them at liberty ; out he, defpifing both hi^ 
imtreaties and menaces, kept them till the year 462, when 
he fent back Eudoxia, with her fecpnd daughter Placidia, 
to Leo, the fucceffor of Marcian. JEudocia he married to 
Hunneric his eldeft fon, who had by her Hilderic, after- 
ward^ king of the Vandals in Africa ^ In the Eaft, Mar- 
xian ena^ed this year a famous law, wherein he allowed 
fyery one to bequeath to the ecclefiaftics and monks what 
they pleafed, and revoked the laws of the other emperors 
his predeceflbrs, forbidding widows and deaconefles to leave 
9ny thing in their wiU§ to the chqrch ■ (C). . . 

k Thcoph. p. 93* Evagr. p. 98. Procop. p. 189. 1 Tbeod. 

lib. j. p. 55». Prifc. p. 41. « Cod. TI;cod,Nov. lib. iii. tit. 5. 



(C) The chronicle of Idatius 
has been of great ufe to us in 
writing the hiftory of Valcnti- 
pianV feign. He was a native 
pf Lameflo in the province of 
Beira, beiooging then fo Gali* 
fia, but at piefent tp the king- 
dqm pf Portugd. He wiu or- 
dained bifhop ojf Aquae Flavi«, 
in Galicia, m the third ^ear of 
the reign of Valentinian UK 
that is/ about the year 427* 
Notwithftanding the wars and 
diilurban^s that reiEQ^d in bis 
time all over the empire, efpe- 
fially in Spain| he wrote a 
chronicle, which is, properly 
fpeaking, a continuation of that 
of St. Jeron^* He ci^rries it 
^o^n \o the third ^ear of An- 
thetniu8*s rej^n, m 469, the 
forty-firft ot his epifcopacy. 
The work intitled Notitia Im- 
perii is (upplofed \Q have been 
^rittcn ia the reign of Valcn- 



tinian III. and Theodofius 11^ 
but by fome in the very begin* 
ning, by others in the latter 
end, of the reign of Theodofius. 
This Notitia contains a fuc-. 
cindt account of the flate of the 
empire in thofe times, that is, 
of the provinces, and their go- 
vernors; of the other magif- 
tratesy ]^th civil and militaryi 
th^ir titles, and officers , of 
their land and fea-forces; of 
their foot and horfe ; of their 
troops, both Roman and fo- 
reign, and the places where 
they were quartciicd. To the 
Notitia is added adefcriptionof 
Rome by an anonymous au- 
thor, who is fuppofed to have 
Wfitten under Valentiniaa IIL 
To this defcription of ^omei 
father L' Abbe adds one of Gm* 
flantinople, done likewife by an 
anonyr^ous writf r, qither \n th^ 
reign of ArcadiuS) orofT&eo^ 
dofiuf 
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Avitus^ or Flavius MsecIIius Avitus, as he is (lyled on an 
ancient medal ", had been appointed by Maximus com- 
mander in chief of all the Roman forces^ arid was at the 
court of Theodoric, king of the Vifigoths, when he receiv- 
€A intelligence of the death of the ufurper. He immedi- VwVi// 
ately acquainted Theodoric with what had happened, who P^^^^if^^^ 
thereupon prtffed him to aflume the purple, and even t^J^^*]!^^ 
caufed him to be proclaimed 'emperor by the Goths in andafttr 
Touloufe, on the tenth of July of the prefent year, pro- at ArUs^ ' 
mifing to fupport him in his new dignity with the whole 
ftrength of his kingdom ^. However, he did not afTume 
the title of emperor till the eighth of Apguft, when he was 
proclaimed by the Roman army at Aries, and by all the 
chief men in GauL Theodoric went immediately, attend- 
ed by his brothers, to Aries, to congratulate the new prince 
on his acceffion to the empire^ and was received by him as 
a perfbn to whom he was chiefly indebted for the dignity 
he enjoyed p. From Aries the emperor fet out for Rome, 
where he was received by the populace with great demon- 
ftrations of joy. Marcian, who had nothing fo much at 
heart as the public welfare and tranquility, gladly approv- 
ed of his promotion, and acknowleged him for his col- 
league. Genferic putting to fea with a numerous fleet, and Genftric 
a confiderable army on board, wiih a deiign to ravage the ^'^ff^».^ 
coails of Italy or Gaul, was overtaken near Corfica by the '^^ '" 
Roman fleet, under the command of Ricimer, and totally 
defeated. Ricimer, ftyled by fome Richimer or Richemer, jfrho RUi* 
was fprung from the royal family of the Suevians ; but as nter was* 
his mother was the daughter of Vallia, king of the Goths, 
he is commonly looked upon rather as a Goth than a Sue- 
vian. He fcrved from his youth in the Roman armies^ ^" ^*«- 
and acquired fuch reputation by his warlike exploits, ^^^* 
that Sidonius gives him the title of Invincible, and 
Jornandes ftyles him the bed commander of his age ** ; 
Sidoiiius prefers him for courage to Sylla, for pru- 
dence to Fabius, for good-nature to Metellus, for elo- 
quence to Appius, for vigour and refolution to Fulvius^ 

Goltz. p. 135. • Oreg. Tur lib ii. cap. 1 1. p. 180. P Idat. 
p. gi. Ifidor. ^'hron. s Joro. cap- 45* P« 678. 

dofius the Younger. The trca- who fecms to have been a pri- 

tife De Rebus Bellicis, whicK vate perfon, and to have pro- 

L'Abbe adds to it, is fuppofed fefled the iludy of philoibphyi 

to have been urritten about the is nat known (i). 
iaipe time; but the author, 

^i) Idat. Chron« ]L'Abb» Script. tom> il. Du Pini tom.Wi p. 557* 
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and for addreft to Camillas '• But thefe good qualities 
were over-balanced by rices ; he was a man without faith, 
honour, or honefty \ ambitious to fuch a degree, that, not 
fatisfied with being commander in chief of all the forces of 
the Weft, patrician, and fon-in-law of an emperor, raifed 
and depofed emperors at his pleafure. This unbounded 
ambition prompted him to murder four emperors, three of 
whom had been raifed by himfelf, and to inflame and pri- 
vately aifift the avowed enemies of that empire, which he 
was by the ftrongeft ties bound to prote£): and defend. 
Elated with his fuccefs over Genferic, inftead of purfuing 
it, he returned to Rome, and revolting with Majorianasy 
obliged the fenate to declare Avitus unworthy of the em- 
pire \ a decree which no fooner came to the prince's ears, 
who was then in Gaul, than he haftened to Italy ; but 
upon his arrival at Placentia, he was ftripped by Ricimer 
of all the enfigns of majefty *. Theophanes writes,* that 
Avitus was defeated in battle by Ricimer on the fixteenth 
of Oftober ' \ fo that he had fcarce reigned fourteen 
months: Being thus divefled of the purple, he caufed him- 
felf to^be ordained bifliop of Placentia 3 but the fenate in- 
:Sfting upon his being put to death, he withdrew from Pla- 
centia, with a defign to take fanftuary in the church of St. 
Julian at Brioude, in Auvergne, the place of his nativity. 
Gregory of Tours addsi that be died on the road, and his 
body was brought to Brioude, and buried near that of the 
holy martyr Julian. The next confuls were Conftantine 
and Rufus, belonging both to the Eaftern empire, no em- 
peror being yet chofen in the Weft. In the beginning of 
the year 457, died the emperor Marcian, after having reign- 
[ ed ^x years, five months, and two days. His death Theo- 
. dorus, furnamed the Reader, afcribes to his having afTifted 
at a proceflion on the twenty-lixth of January ". Marcian 
is commended, by all the writers of thofe times, for the in- 
nocence and fimplicity of his manners, for his extraordinary 
piety, and zeal for the purity of religion ^. Leo, bifliop 
of Rome, calls him a prince of blefled and venerable me- 
mory ; and the Greeks honour him with the title of Saint, 
celebrating his feftival, with that of the emprcfs Pulche- 
ria, on the feventeenth of February. He was buried iij 
the church of St. Zea, at Conftantinople, which he had 
built. 

A few days after the death of Marcian, Leo was pro^ 
.claimed emperor, with the unanimous confent of the fe» 

» Sid. Car. v. p. 317. s Greg. Tur. lib. U» ca|>. 11. p. 180* 

t Tbeoph. p. 94, u Theod. lib. i. p. 650. w £vagr. 

lib. ii. p. 299. Id^t. Marc. 4 Cbron. Alex. p. ^^7, 
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natc, people, and foldiery, and crowned by AnatoHus, pa- 
triarch of Conftantinople *. This is the nrft inftance we 
find in hiftorjr of a prince's receiving the crown at the 
bands of a bifhop. Leo, diftinguiflied by the Greeks wjth His birth^ 
the furname of the Great, was, according' to the moftpro- 'ducatton^ 
bable opinion, a native of Thrace, and on that account is ^„/*f '^^, 
commonly called Leo the Thracian. He had ferved-from 
his youtb^ih the Roman armies, and commanded a body 
of troops encamped at Selymbria, in Thrace, when he was 
raifed to the empire. His prudence, moderation, impar- 
tiality in the adminiftration of juftice, exemplary piety, 
and zeal for the Catholic religion, are greatly extolled by 
the writers who flourifhed in thofe times. Leo is faid to 
have owed his promotion to the patrician Afpar, of whom 
we have made frequent mention, and his fon Ardaburius, 
who not daring, though very powerful, to affume the pur- 
ple themfelves, as they were Arians by religion, and not 
Romans by birth, conferred it upon Leo, in whofe name 
they hoped to reign ; and we are told, that Leo promifed 
to raife one of Afpar's fons to the dignity of Csefar y. In 
the very beginning* of his reign, great diflurbances were 
raifed by the Eutychians in Alexandria, who, hearing of 
the death of Marcian, rofe in a tumultuous mianner, mur-? 
dered the Catholic bifhop Proterus, and chofe in his room 
one of their own feftj^ named Timotheus Elurus. The 
tumult was foon quelled ; but the authors of it, putting 
themfelves under the proteflion of Afpar, a zealous patron 
of Arianifm, were fcreened from the punifliment due to 
their wickednefs *. 

In the Weft, after an interregnum of about three months, Maforia* 
during which time Ricimer governed with abfolute power, ^usraiftd 
Majorianus was proclaimed emperor by the fenate, the *!- ^l 
people, and the foldiery, Ricimer propofmg him as a per- ^Sj," ^ 
fon in every refpefl: well qualified for that high ftation. 
All we know of his family is, that his father had ferved 
with great reputation under Aetius, and was afterwards 
raifed to the office of treafurer of the empire. His mother 
was the daughter of Majorianus, appointed by Theodofius 
I. or rather by Gratian, in 379, general of the Roman 
borfe and foot in Pannonia. From him the emperor took 
the name of Majorianus. He was raifed to the empire in 
the flower of his age, having already given feveral inftancesj 
aot only of his courage and military abilities, but of hisi 
generofity, moderation, and other amiable qualities. Fro- 

' Theoph. p. 95. Tbeod. p. 56 S. Marc. Chron. 7 Zonar. 

1^. ^9. ^ Cfdren. p. 346. Leo, ep. iiS. p. 671. 
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copiusfaySi that he furpafled in every virtue all the princes 
who had reigned before him •. He lived from his child- 
hood in great intimacy with Ricimer, and therefore was 
eafily prevailed upon by him to revolt from Avitus. Soon 
after the depofition of that prince he was raifed to the pod 
of general in the room of Ricimer, who was created pa- 
. trictan, probably by^ Marcian, or Leo his fucceffor % for the 
emperor of the Eaft is fuppofed to have governed the 
Weftern empire during the interregnum ^. He had not 
been long general when he was proclaimed emperor, at a 
place about Hx miles from Ravenna, called the Little Pil- 
lars *. In the beginning of his reign, a civil war being 
kindled among the Suevians, they concluded a peace with 
the Romans, that is, with the natives, who (liil held fe- 
veral fortreflcs in Galicia, and acknowleged the authority 
lifbom of the emperor ; but notwithftanding this peace, they ma(]e 
tmktn h themfelves matters of Lifbon, after being admitted into the 
**'^*^ city as friends'*. 

^'*** , In the following year, when the two emperors, Leo and 

Majoriantfs, were confuls, the Vandals made a defcent on 
Yr. of Fl. the coaft of Campania ; but Majorianus marching againft 
s8o6. them, defeated their forces in the neighbourhood of SinueiTa, 
-A- 1>. 45S. between the Garigliano and the Volturno, put greatnumbers 
^' '^^ * to the fword, among whom was the brother-in-law of Gen- 
Wr fail' ^^^^ their commander, and obliged the reft to fave them- 
dalsde- felves on board their fleet, which failed immediately for 
fimiidby Africa *. Majorianus refolved to purfue them thither, and 
MajQria' jq attempt the recovery of that wealthy country, applied 
*•*• himfelf to the fittiilg out of a powerful fleet ; and had, be- 

fore the end of this year, aflembled a great nuipber of 
troops, and above three hundred vefl^eJs. But of this en- 
terprize hereafter. In the Eaft the city of Antioch was 
almoft ruined by an earthquake, which happened on the 
fourteenth of September. Scarce a fingle houfe was left 
ftanding in the new city, the moft beautiful quarter of that 
metropolis ^ 
Mofonanus Next year, when Magnus and Apollonius were confuls, 
refA^ts to Majorianus leaving Aries, directed his march towards 
fafs9^vtr Spain, which he entered in the month of May, with a 
*/'* ^^^^^' defign to pafs over from thence into Africa «. Genferic, 
fjr^'feJ alarmed at the great preparations that were carrying on in 
"!> the ran- all ^he ports of the empire, fued for peace ; but his propo- 
i^is. fals being rejected, he difpatched a fquadron of his beft 

a Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i. p. 194. b Vide Valef. p. 186. 

^ Jorn.,Rci'. Succ. p. 654. Marc.Chron. ^ Idat. p. 37, e Sid. 

Car. V p. 3x5. f Evag. lib. ii. cap, tx. Thcopb. p. 95. S Idat, 
Marc. Chron. Prifc p. 42, 
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ihips, v^ith orders to attack the Roman fleet riding in the 
bayof Alicant} which fervice they performed with fuch 
fuccefs, that they took moft of the Roman {hips, and re- 
turned with them in triumph to Africa. This misfortune, 
which was chiefly owing to the treachery of thofe on board 
the Roman fleet, put a ftop to the enterprize, and obliged 
Majorianus to return to Aries ; whence he iflfued orders 
for equipping another fleet. But in the mean time Gen- 
feric, dreading the arms and valour of Majorianus, dif- 
patched ambafladorsto him with new propofals; which he 
accepted, as they were very advantageous to the empire \ 
Thus a peace was concluded between Majorianus and Gen- 
feric ; but the articles of the treaty have not been tranf- . 
mitted to pofterity. 

In the Eaft nothing happened this year that deferves no- 
tice, except an earthquake, which overturned great part of 
the city of Cyzicus. In the following year, 461, Ricimer, 
who had raifed Majorianus to the empire, thinking himfelf 
neglefked, and jealous of the great reputation that prince 
had gained by his wife and vigorous adminiftration, refolved 
to depofe him ; accordingly, having got him by treachery Yr. of Fl. 
into his power, as he was returning from Gaul to Rome, aSog, 
he ftripped him of the imperial ornaments at Tortona in the ^- ^' 49 u 
Milanefe,on the fecond of Auguft, and caufedhim, on the ^•^■' 309* 
feventh of the fame month, to be aflaflinated at Iria, now «* . . ' 
Voghera, after he had reigned three years aiid:'ibme nusfitr- 
months*. Majorianus, in whofe reign the emf)ire feemed pr'\fedhy 
in a manner to revive, being thus removed, Rid^imer pro- Ricimer ^ 
claimed Severus at Ravenna, on the nineteenth of Novem- ^^P^^ '• 
ber, that he might reign in his name, the new prince be- i^^rus 
ing (pntirely unqualified for that high ftation. "All we know madeem' 
of him is, that he was a native of Lucania*^. In the Eaft, ftrw* 
Leo refufing to pay the ufual penfion to Valamir, Theodo- 
mir, and Widemir, kings of the Oftrogoths, whom Mar- 
cian had allowed to fettle in Pannonia, they flew to arms, 
laid wafte great part of Illyricum, and reduced feveral cities; 
but Anthemius, fon-in-law to the late emperor Marcian, 
having obliged them to retire into Pannonia, they heark- 
ened to the oflFers that were made by Leo to renew the an- 
cient alliance between them and the empire. A peace was 
accordingly concluded, and the famous Theodoric, after- 
wards king of Italy, then in the eighth year of his age, de- 
livered to Leo as a hoftage ^ But of him we (hall have 

^ Procop. p. 194. 1 Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 45. p. 678. Evag. 

Ijb* ii. cap 7. p. 199. k Jorn. Reg. Suec. cap. 46. p. 654, 
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frequent occafion to fpeak in the hiftory of the Oflrogolhs 
in Italy. 

Gen(eric» pretending not to be bound by the late treaty 
^ith Majorianusi after chat prince's death, fent a powerful 
t«et to pillage the coafts of Sicily and Italy » and made him- 
felf mafter of Sardinia °*. The fame year Marcellinus, or^ 
as Frocopius calls him, Marcellianus, who had ferved 
with great reputation in the Roman armies, no longer able 
to bear the haughty behaviour of Ricimer, revolted from 
Scverufiy and, retiring into Dalmatia, eftabliihed a new (b- 
ycreignty, independent of the empire °. The inhabitants 
of It^yt feeing themfelves at the fame time threatened by 
Marcellinus and Genferic, had recourfe to Leo, emperor 
of the Eaft, who immediately difpatched ambafTadors to 
Genferic and Marcellinus. The latter, fatisfied to fee 
kinifelf acknowleged by Leo, prince of the country which 
))€ had feized, promifed not to moleft the Romans. But 
Genferic openly declared that he would liften to no terms, 
till the effefts of Valentinian were delivered up to him \ 
which be claimed becaufe his fon Hunneric had married 
Eudocia, that prince's elded daughter. However, he re* 
ftored to Leo Eudoxia, the widow of Valentinian, and 
Flacidiat her fecond daughter \ who being foon after mar- 
ried to Olybrius, of whom hereafter, Genferic declared he 
would wage an eternal war with the Weftern empire, un- 
lefs Olybrius, brother-in-law to his fon, was raifed to the 
imperial dignity ^ To this low ebb was the Roman gran- 
deur reduced by the death of Majorianus, and the admi- 
niftration of Ricimer. In the courfe of the following year 
^gidius gained a fignal vi£tory over the Vifigoths in Gaul; 
and next year Rufticus, or Ruilicius, and Olybrius, being 
confuls, Beorgor, king of the Alans, having entered Italy 
with a confiderable army, was oppofed by Ricimer in the 
neighbourhood of Bergamo, and, on the fixth of February, 
cut off) with all his men. Whence thefe Alans came is 
uncertain. About the fame time iEgidius died in Gaul, 
either by poifon or afraiTmation, and upon his death the 
Vifigoths fubdued the greater part of Gaul. 

In 465, when Bafilifcus and Herratjnericus were confuls, 
Severus died at Rome, after having borne the name of em- 
peror almoil four years. He is fuppofed to have been poi- 
foned by Ricimer p. His death was followed by an inter- 
regnum of almofl two years, Ricimer ruling, during that 
time, with abfolute power j but not daring, as he was by 
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tirth a Barbarian, to take upon him the title of emperorf 
The fame year a violent fire breaking out in Conftantinoplc, A great Jin 
reduced to aflies eight of the fourteen quarters into whidi ^^ Confian^ 
that city was divided. However, it was atlafl extinguifhed, fi^^i"^^* 
after it had raged with incredible fury for the fpace of fix. 
whole days, and as many nights *i. The following year, 
when the emperor Leo alone was conful the third time, Ri- 
cimer aflembled a powerful fleet, with a defign to attempt 
the recovery of Africa ; but was, by contrary and violejot 
winds, which continued blowing the whole fummer, obliged 
to drop that enterprize. During the confulflhip of Pufsus 
and Johannes, the interregnum ended in the Weft. An- Anthemiut 
themius was, with the confent and approbation of Rici- raifedto 
mer, declared emperor, notwithftanding the great intereft ^^^^f^pire^ 
made by Genferic in favour of Olybrius, brother-in-law to 
his fon. Anthemius was a native of Conftantinople, de- Vr. of FU 
fcended from an ancient, illuftrious, and wealthy family^ 2815. 
and was, at the time of his promotion, count of the EaiL ■^' ^« 4^7* 
He had fome claim to the empire, having married Marciana, ' '^'^* 
the only daughter of the late emperor Marcian, by whom 
he had three fons and one daughter. He had been con&il . 
in 455, and was foon after, though very young, raifed to 
the dignity of patrician, and the pofl of general. SidoniuSf 
his panegyrift, writes, that, upon the death of Marcian, no 
one thought of conferring the empire on Leo, till Anthe- 
mius had refufed it '. Theophanes ftyles him. a raoft Chrif- 
tian prince '. Soon after his nomination, he left Conftan- 
tinople, and departed for Italy, attended by a great num- 
ber of chofen troops, and feveral counts, with other per- 
fons of diftinftion, among whom was Marcellinus prince of 
Dalmatia, whom Leo had perfuadcd to join the new em- 
peror, and, jointly with him, make war upon the Vandals ^ 
Anthemius wa^ received at Rome by the fenate axul people attdpr^^ 
with the greateft demonftrations of joy, and proclaimed at ^j^^^'<^^ 
a place about three miles from Rome, called Bontrota ". ^^^'^* 
A few days after he gave his daughter in marriage to Rici- 
mer, purfuant to a private agreement between that general 
and the two princes. 

In the mean time Genferic, highly provoked againft Leo Gen/erie 
for Tiaving preferred Anthemius, and not Olybrius, to the ravagts 
empire, fent a powerful fleet, which ravaged Peloponnefus, \^ ^I'*^ 
and the Greek iflands. Leo refolved to avenge the aflPront * * 
offered to the Eaftern empire. Accordingly in the foUow- 

s Evagr. lib. li* cap. 13. p. 307. Theodor. p. 555. Ccdrcn. p. 
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ing year 468, when Anthemius alone \iras conful, he fitted 
out the greateft fleets fays Procopius, the Romans had ever 
done. Cedrenus writes, it confifted of one thoufand one 
hundred and thirteen (hips, each (hip having one hundred 
men on board ^. Theophanes, and Nicephorus ', affirm, 
that no fewer than one hundred thoufand (hips were em- 
ployed in this expedition ; a number altogether incredible. 
To the forces of Leo were joined all the beft troops of the 
Weft, under the command of MarcellinuS) who reinforced 
them with a chofen body of men raifed in his own domi- 
nions. Leo gave the chief command of this formidable fleet 
to Bafilifcus, brother to his wife Verina, who had frequently 
vanquifhed the Barbarians in Thrace. Under him com- 
manded John, a perfon of extraordinary courage and ex- 
perience '• The ifland of Sicily was appointed the place of 
general rendezvous. From thence Marcellinus was to fail 
for Sardinia, which the Vandals had lately feized : Herac- 
lius of Edeffa, a brave and experienced officer, was ordered 
to proceed for J^ibya ; and Bafilifcus, with the greateft part 
of the fleet, and the flower of the troops, to fteer his courfe 
Sardinia to Carthage. Marcellinus, purfuant to this plan, landed 
mmJ Trf^ in Sardinia, and made himfelf mafter of that ifland, while 
Ifi WW Heraclius, landing unexpeAedly in Libya, defeated the 
tredfrom Vaudals, who attempted to oppofe him, and reduced, with 
^l^^ " incredible expedition, Tripolis, and all the other cities of 
that province ». 

Genferic, receiving at the fame time news of the lofs of 
Sardinia and Libya, and of the arrival of the Roman fleet at 
Cape Mercury, about thirty miles from Carthage, thought 
bimfelf irretrievably loft : he is even faid to have had fome 
intention of abandoning Africa to the Romans, and retiring 
clfewhere : indeed, if Bafilifcus had, during the panic which 
had feized the Barbarians, marched diredlly to Carthage, 
he might have ea(ily made himfelf mafter of the city, and 
(iniihed the war at once } but his dilatory proceedings giv- 
ing Genferic time to recover from his confternation, he be- 
gan to defpife the Roman admiral, and had even the confi- 
dence to fend deputies, demanding a truce of five days, to 
fettle the conditions on which he was tofubmtt to Leo. Ba- 
filifcus readily confentsd to the truce; during which Gen- 
feric, taking one night advantage of a favourable wind, fail- 
ed unexpeAedly out of the harbour with a great number of 
fire-(hips, which being by the wind driven upon the Ro- 

V Cedren. p. 350. ' Niceph. lib. xv. cap. ^7. p. 631. y Pro- 
cop, lib. i. cap. 6. p. 153. * Theoph.^. loij Sid. Car. p. 1196. 
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man navy, fet fire to many of their fliips, and threw the 
whole fleet into the utmoft confufion. 

Next morning Genferic's fleet appeared drawn up in line The Reman 
of battle, and, falling upon the Romans before they could fi^et in Af* 
recover themfelves from their terror and confternation, took ^Jf^put t9 
feveral of their (hips, funk others, and obliged the reft to ^^^ ^' 
fave themfelves by a precipitate flight. John, who com- 
manded under Bafilifcos, and ignorant of his treachery, after 
having killed, with his own hand, an incredible number of 
Barbarians, threw himfelf, when overpowered, on a plank 
into the fea. Genfon, the fon of Genferic, charmed with 
his courage, and gallant behaviour, 'offered him his life 
and liberty 5 but the brave commander anfwering, ** It (hall 
never be (aid that }ohn owed his life to dogs," quitted his 
plank, and was drowned *. As for Bafilifcus, Zonarus 
writes, that, in the heat of the engagement, he fuddenly 
tacked about, and crowding all his fails, (hamefully fled ; 
which raifed the courage of the enemy, and quite difhearten- 
ed his own people •*. MarcelUnus, after the reda£lion of 
Sardinia, returned to Sicily) with a defign to pafs from 
thence over into Africa ; but before he failed, he was af-^ 
fadinated by an officer, who commanded under him, not 
without the privity, as was fuppofed, of AnthemiuSf to 
whom his power gave no fmall umbrage *. Heraclius, who 
was on full march from Libya to Carthage, upon the news 
ef the cowardice of Ba(ilifcus, retired into the territories of 
the empire. Ba(ilifcus returned to Sicily, with the few 
ihips that bad efcaped, having loft above fifty thoufand 
men *. From Sicily he returned to Conftantinople, and 
there, as his treachery was publicly known, tookfan^uary 
in the church of St. Sophia. Though both the emperor and 
people were highly incenfed againft him, yet, by the media- 
tion of the emprefs Verina, his fitter, his life was fpared, 
and leave granted him to retire to Heraclea in Thrace *. 
Such was the iflfue of tliis unhappy expedition, which is 
iaid to have coft both empires above a hundred and thirty 
thoufand pounds weight of gold ; not only the two princes, 
but all governors, and other perfons in employments, cheat- 
fully contributing large fums, to defray the charges of an 
enterprize of fuch confequence to the empire. 

This year Leo married his daughter Ariadne to Zeno, i^o mar- 
defcended from an illuftrious family in Ifauria. His fa- ritshh 
ther's name was Rufumbladaftes, and his, before his mar- ^«g^ffr f 
riage, Trafcaliflkus, or Taraficodifus ^ He took the name ^*"^* 

a Frocop. lib. i. cap. 6. p. 19*. b Zonar. p« 4t, c Phot, 
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of Zeno from another Ifaurian, who had been raUed to 

great employments in the reign of Theodofius die younger K 

Leo immmediately preferred his fon-in-law to the rank of 

patrician, appointing him, at the fame time, captain of his 

guards, and commander in chief of all the armies in the 

Eaft. The next confuls were Marcianus and Zeno, the 

two fons-in-law of the emperor Leo; the latter having 

efpoufed Ariadne, and the former, who was the foii of the 

emperor Anthemius, being married to Leontia. Nothing 

TA# Vtfi" worthy of notice happened this year in either empire ; but, 

^^^d'th' *" ^^^ following confuUhip of Severus-and Jordancs, Euric, 

dominhnj ^'^S ^ ^^^ ViGgoths, an ambitious and warlike prince, 

im Gaul conquered Auvergne, Berri, and Gevaudan, after having 

defeated a body of twelve thoufand Britons dwelling on the 

Loire, who, under the condudl of Riothim, or Riotham, 

came to the affiftance of the Romans ^. 

When I/eo was conful the fourth timci with Probianus, 
fome mifunderftanding arolc between that prince and Af* 
par, who had raifed him to the empire ; but as Afpar w^as 
greatly beloved by the army, and commanded a feparate 
and independent body, having Queicai, a Hunn, for his 
lieutenant, the emperor thought it prudent to diflemble for 
the prefent. Pretending to be reconciled with Afpar, he 
gave one of his daughters in marriage to Patricius Secun-* 
dii6» that general's eldeft fon ; and foon after created Afpar 
AIP^^ C»far. The inhabitants of Conftantinople, knowing Af- 
'cafar. P**^* *"^ ^^^ whok family, to be greatly attached to the 
Yr. of Fl. .doOrine of Arius, were much difpleafed at thi^ promotion ^ 
«8i9. but the emperor foon delivered them from the apprehcn- 
A.D. 47'* fion they were under of feeing an Arian raifed to theem* 
U.C.13I9* pjj.g . f^^^ being informed by fome perfons, privy to all the 
jftarand counfcls of Afpar^ that a plot was carrying on againft him 
kis fon Af by that general and his children, he refolved to anticipate 
ddburius them ; and accordirjgly caufed Afpar, and his fon Ardabu- 
murdirtd. ^ius, to be executed- The ancients only tell us, that they 
fell by the hands of the eunuchs of tlie palace, Leo bavkig 
oido-ed them to be put to death, becaufe they afpired to the 
empire ^ But the modern writers add ieveral *circum- 
ftances, which feem tnconfiAent with what we read in the 
authors who fiouriihed in thofe times. Patricius was dan* 
geroufly wounded, but found means to efcape, as did like- 
wife Afpar's third fon Hermencric ^. Thc^ friends cf Af- 

s Theopb. p. in, ^ Jorn. R«r. Goth.c»p.4s, p. (^S, ^4« 
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jpar, cfpccialiy the Gdths in the emperor's fervicd, attempted 
to revenge his death, aiid committed great diforders in Con- 
ftantinople, being headed by dne of their countrymen, 
named Oftroui. But Zerto, who was thert at Chalcis, 
marching with a choice body of trboj^s to the nietropolis, 
the Goths were driven out of the cjty with great llaughter. 
However, they ravaged Thrace, arid, being joined by th^ 
Goths fettled in Pannonia, made themfelves mafters of Phi- 
lippi and Arcadiopolis ; which they reftored foon after, 
laying doWn their arms, upon the emperor's promifing to 
pay theitt a certain fum, and to appoint Theodoric, fon to 
Triarius, the brother of Afpar's Wife, commander of the 
Goths in the Homan ferviCe '. Upon the death of Afpar, 
who had been a iealous patfon of the Arians, Leo pub- 
lifhed feveral rigorous laws againft thofe heretics, depriving 
them of all their churches, and forbidding them to hold any 
public or private affetriblie^ "*. . 

In the following year, when Peftud and Marcianus were 
confuls, Ricimef, who was no lefs powerful in the Weft 
than Afpaf had been in the Eaft, dreading the fame fate, re- 
, folvcd to depofe the emperof Antheniius, who, he faw, 
began to miftruft him. Accoi-dingly he openly revolted^ 
and, at the head of the Barbarians in the Roman fervice, 
laid fiege to Rome, where the emperor refided. The citi- Yr* of FU 
zens, wh© were in general Well afFefted to Anthemius, made »8»0' 
a vigorous refiftance, notwithftanding the famine and plague ^'^' ♦^^^ 
that r^ged in the city, depending upon the fuccours they _/ «t3^o* 
daily expe£ied from Gaul, under the condufl: of Bilimer, Romt bt^ 
who commanded the Roman troops in that country, and Jieged fy 
was greatly attached to the intereft of Anthemius. Bilimer ^'«>w^';t 
arrived at length with a confiderable army, confifting paftly ]^Jll„J^^ 
of Romans, partly of Barbarians 5 but, having ventured an pi^ndtrtd. 
engagement, he was totally defeated by Ricimer, who, en- 
couraged with this fuccefs, purfued the fiege with frefli vi- 
gour, and, ftorming the city, raged with no lefs fury than 
Alaric or Genferic had done, allowing his men not only to 
plunder the houfes of the unhappy citizens, but to commit 
all manner of cruelties ". Ricimef ordered the ertiperor Anthemius 
Anthemius to be put to death, and Olybrius to be pro- Pj"^ ^^ 
claimed in his room**. Zeno, who fucceeded Leo, re- o/lr* 
proached the Roman fenate with the death of Anthemius. prtdamed 
He IS fuppofed to have died on the eleventh of July p ; but tm^irar. 
authors are filent as to the circumftancesof his death, con- 

1 Marc. Cbron. Thcopb, p. tSr. «» Theodor. lib. iv. cap. 4. 

p. 1173. n Marc. Chron. Onupb. p* 57. Concil. t^m. iv. p- iijS. 
« Evag. lib. ii, cap. i6* p. 30S. P Cufpin. p. 457. 

Vol. XIV, F f tenting 



434 



Rieimer 
Mes^ and 
the una 

Ofybrias* 



Ctytirius 
ufurps the 



tf tkg 

youHger 
iriaiid 

Leoikt 
sUtr dia. 



The Htftory of the 

tenting themfelves only with teUing us, that, by tlie trea- 
chery of Rieimer, he loft both his life and the empire. Ri-' 
cimer did not long outlive Anthemius; for, being feized 
With violent pains in his bovirelsi he died on the eighteenth 
or nineteenth of September ; and was followed foon after 
by Olybriusy who died a natural death at Rome, on the 
twenty-third of Oftober^. This year Mount Vefuvius, in 
Campania, threw out fuch an immenfe quantity of afhcs» 
as turned night into day, even at Conftantinople, where the 
people were afTembled in the circus, when the cloud firft 
appeared. All the flreets and houfes were covered with 
afhes three inches deep '. 

In the following year 47 3, when Leo alone was conful 
the fifth time, Glycerins aflumed the title of emperor at 
Ravenna, being fupported by Gondibal, nephew to Riei- 
mer, whom Ofybrius had .elevated, during his fhort reign, 
to the rank of patrician. All we know of this, prince is, 
that he had been comes domeflicorum, and was, according 
to Theophanes, a man of fome merit. In the beginning of 
his reign the Goths, who had been allowed to fettle in 
Pannonia, refolved, without the lead provocation, to ipake 
war upon both empires. Purfuant to this refolution, Vide- 
mir broke into Italy, while his brother Theodomir invaded 
the Eaftern empire 5 but the former dying, his fon, bearing 
the fame name, was, by, the rich prefents of Glycerius, 
prevailed upon to quit Italy, and retire into Gaul, where 
he joined the Vifigoths, -who, being thus reinforced, con- 
quered foon after both that country and Spain *. Theodo- 
mir likewife died as foon as he entered the territories of the 
Eaftern empire, and was fucceeded by his fon Tbeodoric, 
furnamed the Great. Leo apprehending, either from his 
age or infirmities, that his end approached, wifiied Zeno 
to fucceed him ; but both the fenate and people of Con- 
ftantinople, who bated Zeno, ftrongly remonftrating againft 
his promotion, the emperor raifed Leo the younger, the fon 
of Zeno by bis daughter Ariadne, to the dignity of Csefar, 
and even declared nim his partner in the empire, though 
he was then only five, or at moft fix years old ^ 

Next year the enoperor was feized with a bloody flux, 
which, being attended with a violent fever, carried him off 
in a (hort time. He died at Conftantinople, in the month 
of January, after having reigned feventeen years* Soon 
after his de^th, the emprefs Verina prevailed upon the fe- 
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Hite and people of Conftantinople to fuiFcf fter foti-in-law Zenodt- 
Zeno to be declared colleague to young Leo in the empire, blared coU 
The ceremony was performed in the month of February, t^^^' 7 
not in the palace of Hebdomon as iifuai, but in the circus at -^ * 
Conftantinople*. The young prince did not furvive his Yr. ofFl. 
grandfather above ten months*. Leo the elder, or, as he .*!**• 
is commonly furnamed, the Great, not approvin? of the tr'r- '^^*' 
proniOtion of Glycerius, had, before his death, named to _ 

the empire of the Weft Julius Nepos, or j as fome call hirtl, j^gQ j^v^. 
Nepotianus, a native of Dalmatia, and nephew^ by the 
mother, to Marcellinus, prince of that country, who was 
ihurdered in Sicily^ as we have already related. Nepos, Gtjcerius 
who, it feems,- was then at Conftantinople, failed from ^^^^^ 
thence, without lofi of time, for Italy; and, landing at ^^gJ^ra\r* 
Porto, furprifed Glycerius, took him prifoner, and, ftrip- id to the 
ping him of the imperial ornaments, had him ordained tmp'tre. 
biihop of Salonae' in Dalmatia, after he had borne the title 
pi emperor a year and fome months *. 

Nepos having raifed Oreftes to the poft of gericfal, ap- 
pointed him commander of the Roiti.an fdrces in Gaul ; 
but he, inftead of proceeding into that country, purfuant OrtJIei 
to his orders^ bent his march towards Ravenna, with a de- revolts. 
fign to depofe Nepos, who, he knew, was not in a condi- 
tion to oppofe him. The emperor, fufpefting his defign, 
^nd diftrufting the few troops he had with him, abandoned 
the city at his approach, and fled by fea to Salonae in Dal- Yr. of tt. 
matia, where he was entertained by the biftiop. Glycerius, *^*3- 
whom he had lately deprived of the empire J^. Orelles w-as ^q^\^' 
by birth a Roman, that is, he was born a fubjefltof the em- ^*^^ 

pire. *As he lived in Panhonia, perhaps his native country^ Nepos flies 
when that province was ceded to the Hunns in 430, he into Dal- 
lifted himfelf among the troops of Attila, who, finding him «<»'w. 
to be a man of abilities, made him his fecretary, and fent 
him at leaft twite to Conftantinople with the charafter of 
ambaffaflor*. His father, Tatula, bore likewife fome con- 
fiderable employment at the court of Attila. Oreftes mar- 
ried the daughter of count Romulus, fent by Valeptinian on 
an cmbafly to Attila in 449, and had by her a fon, called 
by Males or Mains, Romulus Auguftus, biir, by all other 
hiftorians, Romulus Augnftulus, either by way of derifion, 
tr becaufd he was very young when raifed to the empire. 
Oreftes, leaving the Hunns, ferved with great reputation in 
the Roman armies, and was raifed to the rank of patrician^ 

« Thebph. p. iit. ^ Chron. Alex. p. 751. x Phot. cap. 7S. 
p. x^^. Jorn. Rer. Goth. p. •54. Evagr. lib. ii. cap. 16. p. joS. 
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tnd appointed by Nepos general of the troops In Gaal j 
when, turnijig his arms againft that prince, he drove him 
from the throne, and caufed not himfelf, but his fon Au- 
guilus, or Auguftulus, to be proclaimed emperor, on the 
twenty-ninth of Odlober of the prefent year. The new 
prince (lyled himfelf Auguftus Romulus Auguftusy Au- 
guftus being both his proper name, and the title of his dig- 
nity. As Auguftulus was very youiig, his father took upon 
him the adminiflration, contenting himfelf with the title of 
patrician, and governing only as tutor and guardian to his 
fon, during his minority *. 

During thefe tranfai^lions in the Weft, the Saracens* 
committed dreadful ravages in Mefopotamia ; and the Hunns 
in Thrace put all to fire and fword, and afterwards retired 
tlnmoie(ied, the emperor Z^no, a moft lewd and debauch- 
ed prince, being abforbed in his fcandalous pleafures and 
diverfions ^ However, he concluded a peace with Genfe- 
ric, which was religioufly obferved by the Vandals, till the 
reign of Juftinian. The emprefs Verina, who bad by her 
intereft raifed her Ibn-in-law Zeno to the empire, provoked 
at his enormous vices, and fcandalous indolence, formed a 
confpiracy againft him, at the head of which was her bro- 
ther Bafilifcus, of whom we have fpoken elfewhere* Zeno 
was privately informed of the whole ; but, inftead of put- 
ting himfelf in a pofture of defence, and defeating their 
meafures, as he might have eafily done, he fled to Ghalce- 
don, and from thence into Ifauria,, his native country. U^- 
on his retreat, Bafilifcus was proclaimed emperor by the 
fenate and people of Conftantinople> to the great difappoint- 
ment of Verina, who defigned to confer the empire dn Pa- 
tf icius, magifter ofRciorum to Zeno, with whom (he is faid 
to have maintained a criminal correfpondence ^ Bafilif- 
cus immediately declared his wife Zenon^des Augufta, and 
raifed his fon Marcus to the dignity of Caefar. 

In the following year 476, when Bafilifcus and Armatus 
were confuls, the Barbarians who ferved in the Roman 
armies, and* were diftinguiflied with the title of allies, de- 
manded, as a reward for their fervices, the third part of 
the lands in Italy, pretending, that the whole country, 
which they had fo often defended, belonged to them. As 
Oreftes refufed to comply with this infolent demand, they 
refolved to do themfelves jufticc ; and, openly revolting, 
chofe Odoacer for their leader <*. Odoacer was, according 
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to Ennodius, meanly born% and only a prxratcman in the thoofiOcic* 
guards of the emperor Auguftulusj when the Barbanans acerfor 
revolting, chofe him^ for their leader. However, he is faid ^^'^^ ^^^^^ 
to have been a man of uncommon parts, equally capable of '^' 
commanding an army, or governing a ftate. Having left 
his own country, when he was very young, to fcrve in Italy, 
as he was of a ftature remarkably talU he was admitted His cka- 
among the emperor's guards, and continued in that Ration '■^^^• 
till the prefent year; when, putting" himfelf at the head of 
the Barbarians in the Roman pay, who, though of diflFerent 
nations, had unanimoufly chofen him for their leader, he 
marched againft Oreftes, and his fon AuguftuluSj who ftili 
refufed to (hare any of the lands in Italy. 

As the Roman troops were inferior, both in number and 
ralour, to the Barbarians, Oreftes took refuge in Pavia, at 
that time one of the heft fortified cities in Italy ; but Odo- He hejieget 
acer, immediately invefting the place, took it foon after Ore/les in 
by aflault, allowed it to be plundered by"tbe foldiers, and ^^"^Vi* 
then fet fire to it, which reduced moft of the houfes, and 
two churches, to afhes ^ Oreftes was taken prifoner, and who is 
brought to Odoaeer, who carried him to Placentia, where '«*'«^'*^ 
he was put to death on the twenty-eighth of Auguft, the ^^^^*^ **^ 
day on yrhich he had driven Ncpos out of Ravenna, and JtatL 
obliged him to abandon the empire. From Placentia Odo- 
aeer marched to Ravenna, where he found Paul, the bro- 
ther of Oreftes, and the young emperor Auguftulus. The ^'' **^ ^'* 
former be ordered to be executed ; but, fparing Auguftu- a*d*^* 6 
lus, in confideration of his youth, he ftripped him of the U.C. 1314! 
eniigns of the imperial dignity, and confined him to Lu* ■ 
cultantim, a caftle in Campania, where he was, by Odoa- AufujJulus 
cer*s orders, treated with great humanity, and allowed a fi^'^PP'^ «/ 
liberal fum to fupport himfelf, and his relations*. Rome l/J'^rna* 
foon fubmitted to the conaueror, who caufed himfelf to be meats, and 
proclaimed king of Italy, but would not affume the purple, confined u 
or any other mark of the imperial dignity. Thus failed the ^»«'^«- 
Tery name of an empire in the Weft *. Britain had been ""*'• 
long fincc abandoned by the Romans ; Spain was pofTefTed ^'^^ ^*^ 
by the Goths and Sucvians; Africa by the Vandals; the ^^i^l/o^r- 
Burgundians, Goths, Franks, and Alans, had erefted feve- acer, 
ral tctrarchies in Gaul ; at length Italy itfelf, with its proud tf/^g <r»</o/ 
metropolis, which for fo many ages had given law to the tkg Wefi 
reft of the world, was enflaved by a contemptible Barba- tm empire* 

« Ennod. Thcodor. Panegyr. p. 308, f Jorn. R«r. Goth. cap. 46. 
p. 679. & R«g. Succ. cap. 47. p. 654. 8 Procop. Bell. Goth. lib. i. 
cap. 1. p. %o%, ^ Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 461. C^udiii. Ifaur. 

^. 19. Evagr. lib. iif cap. 16. p- 30SI, 

F f 3 riant 
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rian, ^vhofe family, country, and nation, arc not welt 
known to this d^y. This great revolution happened in the 
Weft in the year 476 of the Chriftian sera, five hundred and 
(even years after the battle of Adium, when the Hom^ 
imonarchy was firft eftablifhed, and one thoufand three him-f 
hundred and twenty-four fince the foundation of Rome. 
Moft writers obferve, that the empire began with Auguftus» 
and ended in a prince of the fame name. Of the ftate of 
Italy under Odoacer, till he wajs defeated and flain by 
Theodoric the Oftrogotb \ and under the Odrogoths, froiq 
Theodoric to their expulfion by Narfes, we (hall fpeak in ^ 
more proper place \ and in the mean time purfue the Ro- 
man hiftory, that is, the hiftory of ^he ConftaotinppoHtai^ 
Roman empire^ in which were preferved the fame marks of 
fovereignty. the fame ceremonies, titles<| and employii^nts^ 
that had been firft eftabliifhed at Rome. 
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CHAP. LXVI. 

^he Conjlantinopolitan Hijlory, from the Dijfo^ 
lution of the Weflern ^mpin to the J^eath of 
Jujiinian the Great. 

AT the time that the Roman empire wa^ abolifbed in 
the Weft, it \fra3 ^furped in the E^ft by lUifilifcus, 
who, upon the flight of Zeno, the lawful prince, was pro- 
claimed emperor, and his fon Marcus^ acknowjeged C?efar. 
Zeno fled into Ifauria, whither he was purfue4 by UIus 
and Trocondes, two of the ufurper's generals, who, having 
defeated the few troops he had with him^ forced the un- 
happy prince into a caille, which they im^^:^ediately in^r 
yefted. But, in the mean time, BafilifcUs having by Yn^ 
cruelty, avarice, enormous extoruoo^, and, s^bove all, by 
his unfeafonable zeal for the dodriqe of Eutyches, greatly 
exafperated the fenate and people of Conftantinople^ as 
well as the foldiery, the two generals, informed of what 
pafled in the metropolis, and privately encouraged by the 
fenate, inftead of purfuing the fiege, openly declared for 
Zeno ; and, joining him with all their forces, directed their 
march to CorjUantinople. Bafilifcus no fooner heard of 
their revolt than he difpatched Harmatius, or Armatus, bis 
kinfman, with a very numerous aj-my againft them, after 
liaving obliged him to fwear by bis baptifm^ -that he yrovXA 

not 



The ConftantinopoUtan tlijlofy. 435 

not betray him. But, notwithftanding this oath, he had no 
foonsr pafTed the Bofporus than he joined Zeno, who was 
encamped, with Illus and Trocondes, in the neighbourhood 
of Nice, upon that prince's promifing to appoint him ge- 
neral of the troops of his houihold, and to continue him in 
that office during life ; to raife his fon Bafilifcus, who was 
yet very young, to the dignity of Carfar; and to leave him 
the empire after hia death ^ Zeno, thus reinforced, march- Yr. of Ft. 
ed diredlly to Conftantinople, which he entered without a *5)*^* 
oppofition, the ufurper flying for refuge, with his wife Ze- u.b. 13 si' 
nonides, and his children, to the great church, where he ' 

is faid to have laid down his crown upon the altar. Zeno Zenon. 
ordered them to be immediately dripped of all the marks fored. 
of the imperial dignity. Having foon after got them into Bafihfcus 
his power, they being either betrayed a fecond time by '^*(.^' ^»^ 
Harmatius, as Candidus Ifaurus relates *^, or delivered up, ^afahfl^^ 
as we read in Procopius *, by Acacius, patriarch of Con- Cappado- 
fiantinople, he confined them to a caftle in Cappadocia, cia^ whert 
named Liranos, where they perifhed in a fliort time with ^^ ptrijha* 
hunger and cold ■*. Thus ended the ufurpation of Bafilif- 
cus^ after it had lafted twenty months. 

Zeno, purfuant to his promife, raifed Harmatius to the 
poll of general of the troops of his houfhold, an^ his fon 
Bafilifcus to the dignity of Caefar ; but foon after, diftruft* 
ing the father, on account of his treachery and ingratitude 
to Bafilifcus, who had preferred him to the firft employ- 
ments in the ftatc, he commanded him to be murdered in Hnrmaths 
the palace, employing for that purpoie Onoulus, dr Onoul- ^^^^'^'^ 
phus, by birth a Barbarian, brought up in the family of ^^^^/* 
Hafmatius, and by his intereft raifed from a mean condi- 
tion to the dignity of count, and the poft of general of II- 
lyricum. Bafilifcus, the fon of Harmatius, was depofed 
from the dignity of Csefar, and made reader in a church 
near Conftantinople. He was afterwards ordained bifhop 
of Cyzicus, the metropolis of the Hellefpont, which church 
he governed with great prudence and piety, and aflifted in 
518 at the council of Conftantinople. During the ufurpa- A great 
tipn of Bafilifcus,. a dreadful fire broke out at Conftantino- fin at 
pie, which confumed great part of the city, with the li- ^f>^fl^n^ 
brary, containing a hundred and twenty ihoufand volumes, ^^^^' 
and the works of Homer, written, as is aflefted, in gold 
chara£lers on the great gut of a dragon, a hundred and 
twenty feet long ". 

i Candid, p. 19. Theoph. p. 106. Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i, 
eap. 7* p* %95. Evagr. lib. iii. cap* 24. p. 354. ^ Candid, p. 19. 
1 Procop. fiell. Vand. lib. i. cap. 7. p. 194. *" Rvagn lib* iii. 

cap. S. p. 341. " Cedr« p. 35. Zonar. p. 43, 44. 

Ff4 I^ . 
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In the courfe of the following jctlt, Theodoric, the foa 

of Tiiarius, who had efpoufed the caufe of BafiUfcus* broke 

into Thrace with a numerous army of Goths, and advanced 

within four miles of Conftantinople } an intafion which fo 

terrified the emperor, that he concluded a peace with him 

upon his own terms ; pnc of the arti<;:les of which was, that 

Theodoric (hould be appointed commander in chief of the 

fAareian Romap horfc ^. Next year Ms^rcjan, the fon of Anthe- 

fivgUsi jniiis, who had reigned m the Weft, claiming the einpir^ 

in right of his wife Leontia, the eldeft daughter of the late 

emperor Leo, unexpeftedly attacked tbc iipperiai palace in 

Conftantinople, at the heaa of fome malecontents, prepared 

for any defpcrate attempt. The emperoPs guards, endea- 

Y0urin|; to make head againft them, were either difperfed, 

or cut in pieces, and Zeno himfelf (hut up with ^ fmall 

number of p^cer^ in. the palace. Had Marcian purfued , 

his deGgn, and forced the gates of t^e palace, the emperor 

^ut U muft have fallen into his l^ands ; but the attack being with 

0handQne4 the u^moft imprudence put off till the next morning, Zeno 

by his 9wn Jp the mean time gained over, Pfirtly by prefents, partly 

?r*'^ / by promifes, moft of the followers of Marcian, who, ter? 

tail refuge H^cd at this defedion, took fancluary in the church of the 

in a Apoftles, iK^h^nce he was dragged by the emperor's order, 

ehmrcL ord^in^d prieft, and confined to a monaftecy in the neigh* 

bourhood of Caefarea in Cappadocia p. 

^iPf^^ As Zeno bad not for fome years paid the Oftrogoths in 

whtAe^^^ Pannpnia their apnual penfion, Tbeodoric their king no 

empire, fooner lieafd pf the revolt of Marcian than he made an tXr 

' f uption into Macedop ; apd from thence advancing intq 

Epirus, reduced Duras, oii the Adriatic Sea, that import-; 

ant plape beipg betrayed by a Goth naiiied Sidimont. But 

^abinianus, an officer pf great experience and addrefs, bav* 

' ing fprpfifed a|id put in pieces a ilrong reinforcement that 

was marching to the ailiftance of Theodoric, under the 

conduct of his brother Thepdimont, and taken ?iU their bag- 

cage, and two thoufand waggons loaded with proyifions^ 

the Goths, abandoning Duras, retired with precipitation 

into Pannonia. Next yeaf Zeno not orily concluded a 

peace, bpt entered into ^n alliance, ^^ith |iuni:)er|c, the foi^ 

and fucceffor of Genferip, who bad died three years be-r 

ifore ^. In 481, iTheodpric, king pf the Oftrogotbs, rc^ 

newefl his rav^ge§, defolajing the provinces of Macedop 

and Theffaly ; hoftilities which obliged Zeno to cpmply 

lii^ith his demands, to yield to him part of Lower Dacia and 

« }orn. cap. 57. p. €96. P Candid, p. to. Evagr. p. 335^ 

TbeP^b. p. 10^. s Marc, ad Ann a8i. Maleh p. 95. 

MceOa^ 
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MoeGa, to give him the command of the troops of the lonvir 
houihold, and to name him conful for the enfuing year. Dada and 
Upon thefe terins he withdrew out of Macedon and Thef- Mafia 
faly ; reftored Larifla, the metropolis of the latter province, -^fj^f^f 
which he had taken ; and promifed to employ, when re- ^f„g JJTjJ^ 
quired, all his forces in defence of the empire '. In the Oftrogoths. 
following year Leontius, a native of Chalcis in Syria, and 
<:ommander of the troops i» that province, revolting, fome Leontlut 
fay at the inftigation of the emprefs Verinaf caufed him«p uvolts, 
felf to be proclaimed emperor. Zeno immediately dif* 
patched lUus, captain of the guards, againft him ; but he, 
inftead of oppoGng, joined Leontius \ and, having ravaged ^^* ^f ^1* 
the provinces of Syria and Ifaurki, advanced to Antioch, ^*p''*g 
with a defign to feize on that metropolis. Longinus, the uc'inu 

emperor's brother* met them in that neighbourhood, at -; -J 

the head of a confiderable army ; but his troops were to a h joined bj 
man cut in pieces by the rebels, and himfelf was taken '^^^^'* 
prifoner* 

After this viflory, Leontius and Illus entered Ahtioch 
In triun^ph. Zeno, upon the deTeat and captivity of his 
brother, difpatched John, an officer of great valour and 
experience, into Syria, with what troops he could affem- 
ble, and prevailed upon Tbeodoric the Oftrogoth, to join 
him with a nunierous qirmy of Goths. Thefe two com- 
mander? w^re attended with better fuccefs ; for meeting 
Leontius and Illus .in the neighbourhood of Seleucia, they 
gained 9 complete vidory ; and the following year obliged ^% ^' 
the two ringleaders of the reyolt to take refuge in the ^g^^^nd^^ 
ftrong caftfe of Papyra in Cilicia, which John immediately figged in *' 
invefted, while Theodoric returned, as the war feemed now Papyra. 
ended, with his troops to Conftantinopje •. Trocundus, 
the brother of Illus, taken prifoner by John, as he was at- 
tempting to niake his efcape out of Syria, in order to ftir 
^p the barbarians, was, by his order, beheaded ^ The 
fame year Theodoric^ upon fome difguft, withdrew from 
Conilantinople, and returned into Pannonia. ^vagrius af- 
ferts, that Zeno, jealous of the glory he had acquired by 
his late vi£l:ory, and of the great efteem perfons of all ratiks 
(hewed him, attempted to difpatch him privately ". How- 
ever that be, it is certain, that Ttiepd'oric, after having Tkfodoric 
fpcnt the following year, when Longinus and JDecius were theOftro^ 
confuls, in raifing troops, and making other military pre- ^^'^ A''^^^' 
parations, as if he defigned to make war upon the Barba? '^^jr^ff, 

' Jorn. Rer. Goth, capf 57. p. 696. « Thcophan. p. ii«. 

Liberat. cap, 18. p. 12$. t Thcophan. ibid. * Evagr. 

I^b« iii. c^p. >7, p. 356. 

{ans^ 
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rians, brolc fuddcnly into Thrace at the head of a nume- 
rous army ; and putting all to fire and fword, advanced 
within fifteen miles of Conftantinople ; but, inftead of lay- 
ing fiege to that metropolis, as was apprehended, he re*- 
turned into Pannonia the following year, in virtue of a pri- 
vate treaty between him and Zeno, by which the emperor 
gave him, as fome authors write, all the provinces of Italy, 
held then by Odoacer, encouraging him to refcue them 
from the hands of that Barbarian, and promifing to ac- | 

knowlege him king of Italy ^. The Romans afterwards 
pretended that Zeno had fent Theodoric to conquer Italy, 
not for himfelf, but for the emperor of the Eaft, to whom 
of right it belonged. On the other hand, the Goths main- 
tained that Zeno had yielded it to be held for ever by the 
Goths. However that be, Theodoric, in the beginning of 
the autumn of the year 487, when Boetius was conful, 
returned to Nova in Moefia, which city he had chofen for 
the place of his refidence. Having Ipeni the winter in 
military preparations, he a4vanced, at t4ie bead of a power- 
ful army, towards Italy ; and entering that country, de- 
feated Odoacer in feveral battles, and eftabliflied a new mor 
narchy. 
^^\'n' Leontius and Illus, after having defended with incredible 

^^^ *^^ bravery the cattle of Papyra for the fpace of four years, 
and put to were at length taken by treachery, and put to death. 
Math' Their heads were fent to Conftantinople, and expofed for 
feveral days to public view *. In the following conful&ip 
of Anicius Probinus, and Chronion Eufebius, Zeno order- 
ed feveral perfons of great diftinftion to be executed, and 
baniflied others, conmcating their eftates under pretence 
that they had favoured Leontius and lUus ^* Zeno, raging 
Teno*s vfxlh more cruelty tljan ever, caufed Pelagius, a patrician 
^'^'*' J'* of great diftinQion, to be ftrangled, for no other reafon but 
bec?iufe he had beeri ^pld by an aftrologer that he was to 
fucceed Zeno ». The emperor did not long furvive bim j 
for in the month of April of the following year 491,. when 
Olybiius was conful, he was (eized with violent pains in 
|f/iif«M. his bowels, which carried him off in a few days, after he 
had lived fixty-five years, and nine days, and reigned fe- 
ifenteen years and three rponths ^ (8). He is painted by 

the 

w Jorn. Rcr. Goth. lib. ii. ?ap. 57. p. 696. * Tbcoph..|x 114* 

Phot. cap. 242. p. 1071. Theodor. p. 558. y Cedr. p^ 354* 

s Zonar. p. 44. \ Cbroa* AUx, p* 75^* £vagr. lib. iii« 
cap. 29. p.. 357. • 

(B) The more modern Qrcek Cedrenus, tell us^ that being 
writers, and ainongft the reft feizcd with an epileptic fit, he 

was 
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the ancients as o^e of the mod wicked s^nd debauched 
princes recorded in hiftory, deftUutc of every good qua- 
lity) and equally incapable of directing civil or military 
pffices ^ (C>. 

Upon the death of Zenp, his brother Longtnus laid 
claim to the empire i but he being univerfally abhorred for 
* hb lewdnefs aud crutelty, An^tdne, widow to the deceafed 
emperor, eafily prevailed upon the fenate to acknowi^e 
Anaftafius for emperor, who was accordingly crowned oa 
the eleventh of April in the circus., accQi^in^ to fome, byi 
Ariadne S accordii?ig to otherS} by JEuphennus, patriarch 
of Conftantinpple^ who ^bfolutely rflfufed to place the im- 
perial crow9 upon his head« tiU he had bound himfelf, 
by a fotemn oath, tp protect the Catholic church, and 
maintain the dodiinc of the two councils of Nice and 
Chalcedon. He was no fooner proclaimed emperor than 
he married Ariadne, being then m the (ixtieth year of hia 

b Procop. Bell Goth. lib. i. cap. x. p, 30S. Marc. p. 1231* Ev^igr. 
lib. iii. cap, 3. p. 334. « Thcopb,.,p.. 117. Cedren. p. 357. 

which has bc?n fong fince loft, 
Malus or Males, by profeffion 
a fophifl, wrote the hiftory of 
Zena and Baiiliicus ; but of 
that work only fome fragments 
have reached us (3). Candi- 
das, by birth an Kaurian, coni? 
prifed in three books a very 
particular and diftinft account 
of what happened from the e- 
le6lio/i of Leo to that of Anaf- 
tafius. A ftiort abftrad of his 
work has been conveyed to us 
by Photius, Evagrius^ in 
fpeaking of Zeno, often quotes 
and highly commends Eufta- 
thius, a native of Philadelphia, 
who wrote an abridgment of 
the Roman hiftory, tropi JE^ 
ncas to the twelfth year of 
Zeno's reign. Photius fpeaks 
of Vidorinus, who wrote fome 
orations in commendation of 
the confuls, and of the emperor 
Zeno. 



was buried alive, his wife Ari- 
adne, who hated him, and was 
in love with Anaftaftus, whom 
(he immediately married, not 
fuffering hin\ to be relieved, 
thou^ he made a dreadful noife 
In his tomb ; whicb beinjg af- 
terwards opened, he was found 
to have devoured the flefli of 
his own arms, and even his 
bu&ins (i). But of this tra- 
gical end no mention is made by 
the more ancient writers. 

(C) Theodulus, a native of 
8yria, publiftied in the reign of 
Zeno feveral pieces againu the 
MankheeSf axid other heretics, 
a comment on the Epiftle of St. 
Paul to the Romans, and a 
poem on the miracles related in 
the Old Teftament, and on the 
fables of the poets (i). His 
comment has rcachea our times. 
John the grammarian publiftied 
fi book againll the Eutychians, 
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AD. 491. 

U.C. 1338. 



Anaftafim 

declared 

emp4r9r. 



Hi marriis 
Anadae* 



(0 Cedren. p. 3^5, (a) Marc. Chron.Gennad. cap. 91. 

Sixtut Senenf. lib. iv. p. 381. Poflevin. p. 469. Sigeberl. cap. 134, 
0} Phot. cap. 78. p. 17a. Zon^r. p. ^4. Evagr* p* 79. 

age. 
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age '• He was a native of Duras, tbd metropolis of New 
Lpirus in Illyricum. All we know of his family is, that 
his father was born in the fame city } that his mother was 
a Manichee, and Clearchus, her brother, an Arian *• 
edlcltiou Anaftafius himfclf is by fome ftyled a Manichee, by others 
gm^Uj* * an Eutychian. Magna, whom fome maintain to have been 
mtmt^ dTr. the emperor's fifter, others to have been wife to his bi»« ^ 
ther, named Paul, was a zealous Catholic ^ Anaftafius 
bad not yet attained to the rank of fenator, when he was 
raifed to the empire, being at that time one of the great 
chamberlain's officers, named filentiarii> wbofe provinte it 
was to caufe proper Mence to be obferved in the palace. 
He is faid to have led, while a piivate man, a very abfte* 
mious life, and to have given fignal inftances of his inte* 
gritv ; whence, upon his receiving the purple and diadem 
in tne circus, the people, applauding his promotion, ex- 
claimed with one voice, *' Keign, Anaftafius^ as you have 
Uved 8." 

The beginning of his reign was defervedly applauded by 
perfons of all ranks ; for he immediately remitted whatever 
HiiMifiis ^as due to the treafury, and entiiely aboliflied th^ infa- 
tk§chry jxiO^% tax called cbrylargyrum, which was. levied every 
jargyrum* ££^j^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ thofe, even common beggars not excepted^ 
who fold any thing, of how little value foever ; whence it 
was called the gold of tribulation. To pay it, parents were 
often obliged to fell their children, after they had been 
ft ripped of every thing elfe. It was not only raifed on all 
traders, in what kind foever of merchandize they dealt, 
but on the public proftitutes, who, by paying to the prince 
a confiderable (Iiare of what they earned by their infamous 
profeflionj feemed tp haf e purchafipd a right to purfue with 
impunity their ftpapdaloust practices. Alexander Severus, 
b^ing aihamed, thpugh a Pagan, to fuffer the money thus 
raifed to be lodged in the treafury, ordered it to be kept 
fcparate, and to be employed in repairing the public ecd- 
fices ^« Theodofius the Younger fupprefied this infamous 
tribute 5 but it was foon after revived through the avarice 
of his fuoceObrs. This abolition of the chryfargynim is 
recorded by all the hifto^ans who mention Anaftafius, as 
an a£lion truly great, heroic, and almoft d^ine, worthy of 
being tranfmitted to the lateft pofterity^ and capable of 
covering the many faults which^re b^( toq defervedly laid 
to that prince's charge ^ 

^ Evagr. p. 357. Tbeopb. p. 117. e Theodor. p, 55S, 

» Niccph Chron. p. 305, K Cedr^n. p. 357. ^ Lamprid. 

in Alexand. p. iis, i l«vagr. p. 370* Conft* MaoaiT. p, 63. 

Suid. p-^.j3. 
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At the fame time the new prince drove all informers Infarmirs 
out of Conftantinopki and put a ftop to the enormous abufe driven out 
introduced by Zeno of expofing to fale all public offices, e/^^^gtf**' 
and bellowing, to the great oppreffion of the unhappy peo- '**'' 
pie, the beft governments on-the higheft bidders '. 

, Anaftafius having, by thefe and feveral other a<fis of ge- 
nerofity, gained the affe£lions of the people, they to a man 
joined him againft Longinus, the deceafed emperor's bro- 
ther, who, in the beginning of the following year, when 
the emperor Anaftafius and Rufus were confuls, raifed 
fome difturbances in Conftantinople ; but was immediately 
feized, deprived of his employments, and baniflied into 
Ifauria, his native country. With him were driven out of Yr. of Fl. 
Conftantinople all the Ifaurians, who were very powerful * *^^' 
in the late reign. The Ifaurians, thus baniftied the city, u.c. m^q* 
efpoufed the caufe of Loneinus, and, openly revolting, ' 
kindled a f^il war in the bowels of the empire. They Longinus 
were heaSed by Longinus, the late emperor's brother, by ond the 
another Longinus, furnaraed Selinontius, from the city of V^^^^^' 
Selinus in Ifauria, the place of his nativity, by Indus, '^^^ 
Theodorus, Ninilinghus, and feveral other Ifaurians of 
drftin£lion, who had been raifed by Zeno to the firft em- 
ployments of the ftate. Conon, bilhop of Apamea in Sy- 
ria, abandoning his flock, joined his countrymen, and be- 
came one of the ringleaders of the revolt ^ Under thefe 
chiefs, the rebels feized on an Immenfe quantity of arms, 
and vaft fums lodged by Zeno in a fort in Ifauria, which 
enabled them to raife and arm above a hundred and fifty 
thoufand men. The emperor, alarmed at their progrefs, 
difpatched the "flower of his troops agairift them, under the 
conduft of two jof the moft renowned generals of that age,^ 
John the Scythian, and John furnamed GibbuS) or the* 
^Hunch-backed, who encountering the rebels in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cotycea in Phrygia, cut great numbers of 77;^ ^^^ 
them in pieces, and obliged the reft to take'refuge amongft defeated-^ 
the inacceftible mountain* of Ifauria, where they maintain- f^^tcon^ 
ed themfelves fix years, notwitfeftanding the utmoft eflx)ris of '""" '* 
the beft generals of the empire". Ninilinghus, one of their 
chief leaders, was killed in the above mentioned battle. 

In the following year theemperor, who, notwithftanding 
the generofity he affeded on his acceflTion 10 the empire, 
was naturally .of a moft avaricious temper, laid a heavy tax 
on the inhabitants of Conftantinople, called by Evagrius 
chryfotelia, which, as it was altogether unexpefted, in- 

k Cedren. p. 358. ' Evagr. lib. iii. p 366. Thcoph. p. ii8. 
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cenfed them to fach a degree, that, running to arms, tlier 
pulted down the emperor's ftatues, and dragged theni 
through the chief (Ireets of the city^ with thofe of the em- 
prefs Ariadne, uttering moft injurious invectives againft 
tier and Anailafius °. How this tumult ended we are not 
informed. Theodoric the Goth, having completed the 
conqueft of Italy, by the redudion of Ravenna, after three 
years fiege, was proclaimed king of that country, without 
waiting the return of ambafladors> whom he had fent .to 
Conftantinople for the enfigns of royalty. However, he dif- 
parched Feftus or Fauftus, and Irenaeus, two perfons of 
rank, to foHcit the emperor's approbation, and excufe the 
liberty he had taken. Anaftafius received his excufes, prc- 
mifed nbt to moleft him in the pofleffion of the country he 
had conquered, and fent him the enfigns of the royal dig- 
nity **. Hence it appears, that he acknowleged in fome 
degree the authority of the eniperor. Befides^e fufiered 
the Romans to receive the confulfhip from the emperor of 
the Ealt. Ic is true he named, in 5 1 1, Felix to that dignity | 
but at the fame he begged AnaftaGus to confirm what he 
bad done p. 

In 494, when Afterius and Prxfidius were confuls, Dio- 
genes, one of the emperor's generals, having furprifed the 
city of Claudiopolis in Ifauria, held by the rebels, he was 
clofely befieged bybifhop Conon, and reduced to fuch dif- 
trefs, that he muft have foon either periflicd with hunger, 
or been cut in pieces with all his men, had not John» fur- 
named Gibbus, opening himfelf a way over Mount Taurus, 
and falling unexpeftedly upon the rebels, oWiged them to 
retire with great flaughter. The bifhop, fighting with great 
refoiution and intrepidity at the head of his followers, re-^ 
ceived a wound, of which he died foon after % In the two 
following years fome inconfiderable advantages were gained 
over the Ifaurian rebels, who were totally defeated, when 
the emperor Affaftafius was conful the fecond timei by John 
the Scythian. Longinus, brother to the late emperor Zeno, 
and Theodorus or Athenodorus, being taken prifoners, 
they were both executed by that general^ orders, and their 
heads fent to Conftantinople, where they were expofed to 
public view in the fuburbs called Sycae. The head of Athe- 
nodorus was afterwards fent to Tarfus, and fet upon a pole 
before the gate of that city '. The other ringleaders of the 
rbbellion, namely, Longinus Selinontius, and Indus, were 
taken the following year, when John the Scythian wascon* 
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ful with Paulinus, and fent loaded with chains to ConAan- 
tinople. Longinus was afterwards racked to death at 
Nice. As feveral cities in Ifauria were ruined during this 
war, which had laded fix years, the inhabitants of I(auria 
were removed into Thrace, and the annual penfion of five 
thoufand pieces of gold, paid to them by Zeno^ taken away 
for ever •. 

This year the emperor narrowly efcaped being murdered A tumult 
in the circus by the populace, upon his refufing to caufe '« Confian- 
lome prifoners to be releafed who had been concerned in a ''*^/^'» 
riot. It was with the utmoft difficulty that the guards 
fcreened him from the fury of the enraged multitude, and 
the fhowers of (tones difcharged againit him. When the 
multitude found themfelves repulied by the foldiery, they 
fet fire to the hippodrome, which confumed that and feve- 
ral other (lately edificeS) with the fquare of Conflantine, 
in which not a fingle building was left (landini^ ^ At this 
period .the Arabs and Saracens, named Scenitae, made an 
irruption into Paleftine and Syria Euphratefiana ; but ia 
Syria they was defeated by Eugenius, who commandei^ the 
Roman troops, and in Paleftine by Romanus, governor of 
that province, who, on that occafion, recovered the ifland 
of Jotape in the Red Sea, which the Arabs Scenitx had 
feized,and protected the Roman merchants trading to India **• 

In 499, when Joannes Gibbus and Afclepion were con* 
fuls, the Bulgarians invading Thrace, Arifius, commander 
of the troops in Illyricum, marched againft them at the 
head of fifteen thoufand men, and engaged them ^ on the 
banks of the Zurta or Zorta ; but was defeated with the 
lofs of four thoufand men,, amongft whom were the counts the i?*. 
Nicoftratus, Innocentius» and Aquilinus, and feveral other mans dt- 
oIEcers of diftinftion. The Barbarians, after having plun- deflated by 
dered all the open places in Thrace, retired beyond the J.'*' ^arba^ 
Danube ^. The fame year Neocaefarea, and feveral other 
cities in Pontus, fufFered feverely by an earthquake. The 
year 500, when Patritius and Hypatius were confuls, is 
quite barren of events. In the following conful (hip of Pon\- A tumult 
peius and Avienus, the blue and green faftions quarrelling ^" fbecir- 
in the circus at Conftantinople, above three thoufand of the ^aj,^/j„gpu' 
former were killed. The Bulgarians breaking again into 
Thrace, and the Saracens into Paleftine, committed dread- 
ful ravages in thofe two provinces *. Cabades, king of Per- 
fia, being incenfed at the emperor's refufing to lend him a 

• Cafliod. lib. i. cp 15. lib. ii. ep. 3. Evagr. lib. iii. cap. 35 p 366. 
Marc. Cbron. « Chron. Alex. p. 760. u Tbeoph. p. ai. 

vZonar. p. 47. « Marc. Chion. Thcopl^p. 153. 
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certain fum, which he owed to the king of the Nephthalite 
^kePiT' or £phthalite Hunns, entered Armenia at the head qf a nu- 
Jjaus bnak merous army. Having reduced the cities of Tfaeodofiopolis 
mtp tk$ j^n J Martyropolisj he laid clofc fiege to Amida, which the 
•"/'*''» inhabitants defended with fuch vigour and refolution, that 
the king, defpairifig of being able to reduce it, had already 
ordered his troops to retire ; but fome women, probably 
common proftitutes, reviling and rallying him from the 
walls in a manner not to be ezpreflfed by a modeft writer, 
tmJtaki he refolved to purfue the fiege ; and at length made him- 
JlmidA fclf mafter of the place, after having lain before it eighty 
days, or, as others write, four months ^. Moft of the in- 
haoitants were put to the fword, and the town was pillaged. 
Yr. of FU In the mean time Anaftafius difpatched a powerful army 
• *^9« * againft the enemy, commanded by Fatritius, Hypatius, and 
UC M4*i Areobindus, which lail had married Juliana, tne daughter 
' * of the emperor Olybrius^ Under them commanded Celer, 

Juftin, afterwards emperor, his fon Vitalianus, Patritiolis, 
Romanusi and feveral other officers of diftinftion. But 
the Perfians having reduced Amida before they reached 
that place, they divided the army into two bodies, one, un- 
der the command of Fatritius and Hypatius, attempting to 
make an irruption into the enemy's country on the fide of 
Amida, and the other marching under the command of 
. Areobindus to Nifibis, in order to furprife that important 
Tki R9' place. In the mean time Cabades, having aiTembled his 
mangtm* troops, Went to meet Areobindus, who, upon his approach, 
r«// jf- abandoning his camp and baggage, fled in the utmoft con* 
jiati . fufion to Conftantina, after having preffed Hypatius and 
' Fatritius in vain to join him, and with their united' forces 
to oppofe the enemy, who was far fuperior in number to 
either of the diyifions they commanded. Areobindus be- 
ing put to flight, Cabades, without lofs of time, marched 
againfl Hypatius and Fatritius ; and coming upon them by 
furprize, cut their whole army in pieces, the two generals 
having with difficulty efcaped by a -timely flight. Cabades, 
having now no enemy to oppofe, over-ran Mefopotamia, 
extending his ravages to the very fcorders of Syria, till he 
was obliged, by the approach of winter, to return into Perfia*. 
In the following year Celer, entering the province of 
Arzanene, belonging to the Perfians, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, ravaged it to a great extent, while the other 
generals undertook the fiege of Amida, the Perfians being 
diverted by a fuddcn irruption of the Hunn^. The place 

y Prorop. Bell Perf. lib. i. cap. 7. p. 10, 21. Evngr. lib. iii. cap. 
37 P- 367- '^ Projop. p. 22. Theoph. p. 125. 
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tield CMit till both the'tlomans ami Fcrfians being exbauflcdi 
with the Catigucft of a ficffie in the depth of winter, it was 
agreedy that the Perfians £ouId deiiver the city to the Rb- Amdan^^ 
a^aas, upon their paying to the king of Perfia fifty talents* floredtothi 
ThAis the Ranfms recovered the important city of Amida, ^w^^*^* 
in the: confuUhip of Sabiniantts and Theodorus^ after it had 
Ikch poficffpd two years by the Perdans, Upon their eh-t; 
tefing the place, they ifound that the enemy had not fuffi- . 
cieat proviGona^to fupporc them feven days longer, though 
th^y bad lived very fparingly during the fiege* Not long Yt. tjt tU 
aftcff ^ truce ior feven years, wluch laded about twenty^ 285^. 
was concluded between the two empires^ Cabades being A. D. 5051 
engaged ia war with the Caduccans, liunns, and other Bar- ^'^ ^^su 
barians. Mondon or Mondo^ a Goth, having fettled with j ^^^ 
maokj of his countrymen in fonie uninhabited plaees beyond ^f^ fj^ 
the Danube, ielzed on a iortrefs called Hefta ; and thence» Fiffiafu. 
by fceciuent incocfions into the Honian territories, continued 
haraiOng the fubje^s of the empire^ afiuming the title of 
Udig. AnaftaCus difpatched Sabinianus againfl himi fon of 
the fanooos general of that name, at the head of ten thoufand 
chofea mtn'f a circumftance which obliged Mondon to have 
tec9urfe to Theadoric the Goth, kitig of Italy, who the year 
Wfore h«ul reconquered Pannonia^ and recovered Sirmium 
out of the bands of the Gepidae. . As Mondo had entered TAg Ri. 
mXQ an allianee with Theodoric, Pitsiia, one of that prince's ««Ar de- 
giUMHiUsy Wrdicd to his afliftance, defeated Sabinianus in "^''1^ 
a pitched battle near Margus in Lower Dacla, and foi ced q°^, ' ' 
him to take refuge in the cattle of Nato *. Thefe hoftxli- 
ties oecafioned a mifunderttanditig between Theodoric and 
AnaftafiuSy as We (hall relate in the hiftory of the Oftro^ . 
C^iba in Italy. 

At this jun&ure AnaftaCus, to defend liot dniy the city Anafiajtut 
ef . Comftafttiaople, but the adjacent cpuntty, againtt the builds tki 
(ttd4en irruptions of tlie Barbarians, built the famous wall ^^H ^^^* 
caHfid the Loag Wall, and the WSlI of Anattafius, of which 
froqaent mention is made by the Byzantine hiiloriahs. It 
wa» diflant from Conttantinople *two huildred and dghty 
(ofloogis I extended from fea to fea, being four hundred and 
twenty furiongs round ; and inclofed not only the metro- 
poIi8> but the city of Selymbria, and the neighbouring 
country, which was a continued garden, with an incredible 
mtoibef of ftately villas^ and houfes of pleafuie, richly fur- 
Qiflntd aad adorned. The wall was twenty feet in breadth^ * 
aad defended by towers at fmall dittances from each other; 

« Jom* Ber. Goth. p. 599. Ennod. in Panegyr. Thcodonc^ 
ToL.XiV. Gg • by 
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by yf/io\c\i means the inhabitants, upon the fliorteft vir^itn^ 
ing» had an opportunity of puttiag tbemfclves in a pofture 
of defencei and repulfing the Barbarians with cafe ''. He 
likewife caafed the city of Daras, a frontier town towards 
Perfia, to be repaired and fortified, in order to prevent the 
Perfians from invading the empire on that fide. Darus 
flood on the Cardus, about fifteen miles from Nifibi% and 
three from Charrhx. 

In 51 J 9 the Heruli, after hating long roved from one 
country to another, paffed the Danube, and were received 
into Tnrace 5 where lands were allotted them, updii their 
engaging to ferve with fidelity in the Roman armies, when 
required. In the next confulfhip of Probus and Glcmcn- 
tinus, the emperor, at the infligation of the Eutychians, 
whom.he favoured, drove Macedonius, the orthodox jpatri- 
arch of Conftantinople, from his fee, and preferred Timo- 
theus, an avowed follower of Eutyches, in his room, who, 
by attempting to introduce innovations in the publi^j wor-^ 
fhip, raifed great difturbances in that city. Many of the 
inhabitants were killed in a tumult between the Catholics 
and Eutychians, and fevcral honfes burnt ; amongfl: the reft,' 
that of the prefeft Martinus, with its rich furniture, that 
iliagiftrate having narrowly efcaped being confumed in the 
flames ■• Vitalianus, one of the emperor's generals,' -ef- 
poufing the caufe of Macedonius, and the other orthodox. 
bifliops, perfecuted by Anailaftus, approached Conftanti* 
nople, at the head of a numerous army, raifed in three days, 
threatening to depofe the emperor, if he did not reftoreUie 
baniftied bilhops. to their fees, aini expel the Eutychians. 
Anaftafius, who was a zealous patron of the dodrineof 
Eutyches, refufing to comply with his requeft, he made 
himfelf mafter of Moefia and Thrace ; took Cyril, governor 
of the latter province, prifoner^^and defeated Hypatias, the 
emperor's nephew, who Ijkewife fell into his hands : then. 
appearing before Conftantinople with his vi£\oriott& army, 
Anaftafius, who was not in a condition tooppofe him, fo- 
lemnly promifed to comply with his demands } to put an 
end to the perfecution which he had raifed againft the Ca- 
tholics ; t6 reftore Macedonius, arid the other <»rthodox 
bidiops, to their fees ; and to call an oecumenical council, 
and ftand to the decifions of the prelates of the church. 
Anaftafius had no fooner -figned thcfe articks* than Vita- 
lianus withdrew from the neighbourhood of Conftantinople; 
and, dilbariding his troops, fent Hypatiu8,.whom he had 

. *> Cvag. lib. iii. cap. 3^. p. 367, Procop. iBdif. lib, iv. cap.. 9. 
p. 86. Gyl. de Conliaininop. lib. i. cap. si. p. 83. 2oh. p-48*' 
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tik^n prifoiier> back to his uncle, and i^tired to his govern* 
ment in Thfacc **. 

Anaftafius, thus delitefed from hi^ fears» purfuedthe 
peffecHtion againft the Catholics with more cruelty than 
ever, as the reader wilt find related at large by the ecclefiaf- 
tio writers^ In 517,- Mrhen Anaftafius was conful the fourth qhe Geisi 
time, with Agapetns, the northern Barbarians, invited by break imu 
Marcellinus Getae, breaking into lUyricum, laid wafte Ma- ^^jricim^ 
cedon and EpirQs, defeated Pompeius, the emperor's ne* 
phew, in the neighbourhood of Adrianople ; and, pene-* 
trating as far as Theflaly, retired from thence beyond the 
Danube unmolefted, witn an imilienfe booty, and an incre« 
dible number of captives *. The following year, the em- Yr. of Fh 
peror Anaftafius was found dead in his chamber on the ninth ft865. 
of July. Authors do not agree in the circumftances of hir ^'^ 5''« 
death : fome write, that a violent ftorm arifing, the dread ''^ ^* 
and terror with which he was feized, being confcious to Anafiafmt 
hitnfelf of many cruel and unjuft murders, put an end to dUs. 
his life ^ ; others foppofe him to have been: killed by light- 
ning s. He died in the eighty-eighth year of his age, after 
, having reigned twenty-feven years, and three months *». No 

I prince perhaps was ever more beloved in the beginning, nor 

; xnoFe hated in the end, of his reign. He gave at firft fe-^ 

vend iuftances of generofity, complacency, moderation^ 
I and application to public affairs, feeming to have nothing 

, fo much at heart s|s the welfare of his fubje£ls : but he foon 

, abandoned himfelf to all manner of wickednefs, felling the 

; public offices, and (baring with the governors of provinces 

, the fpoils of the unhappy people, whom he«fuffered them to 

opprefs with the moft enormous exaftions. The ecdefiaf- 
I tic writers paint him in the blacked colours imaginable s 

, but as he perfecuted the Catholics, and countenanced, to 

the utmoft of his power, the Eutychians, they were per- 
', haps fo far prejudiced againft him as to overlook the few 

' good qualities which other authors allow him, and regard 

only hi« vices. 

Anaftafius being dead, Juilin, then prefe£lus praetorio, Jufiln fr$' 
^ was by the foldiers of the houihold proclaimed emperor, clamtd 

^' He was defcended of an obfcure and meati family in Thrace, 'Sf'*l^\ 

\ having been in his youth employed in keeping cattle. He ^^^^^^, 

^ afterwards lifted among the troops that defei)ded Thrace ; ^-^ "** 

\ and having, on feveral occasions, given fignal proofs of an 

extraordinary^ valour and addrefs, he was raffed from the 

* Marc. Cbron. Vlft. Tununenits, p. ij*. '' « Jorn. Reg, 

Succ. cap. 48. p* 655. f Theod. p- 505^ Chron. Alex. p. 

!$ 764. E Zona r. p. 47. Cedren.p. j5i. >» EVagr. lib* 
iv. cap. I. p. 381. Chron. Alex, p-764. 
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low ftatioii of a common foldier to the poft of 9k tAhmCi ^^ 
from that Toon after to the o&ct of fvafcEkf^t pra^offio. 
Eragrius writes^ that Amantiii»» the deccafcd emper^'s 
great chambeFiain, having entrufted Jnflvo: witb l9igc (fm^ 
to purchafe the votes of the folditfy in bifonr of Tiieocd^iia 
hit intimate friend, Juftin dtftfihuftcd tbc nioney hiliil «!w^ 
name ) and, having thus fecored the anny to hu m/tejmSt, 
he was iaiuted wiib the titk of Auguftusi as foon 8$ the 
death of Anaftafius was known i but tbi^ 9CCo«nt ef £«^-^ 
rius docs not at all agree with what we Mad m the letters 
£kid to have been written by Juftin himfelf to Hormifda, 
bifliop of Rome» foon after his promotion } wherein he teUs 
kirn that he had been preferred, contsary to his eiipe^H^ 
tfon,. and agatnft his wiU» to the imperial digiuty K By 
what means ibever he attained the purpic, he governed wit4 
great e<)ttity and moderation ^ and, by hisfteady adhercsce 
to the orthodox faith, and prudent admyuftration, healedia 
a gnstt roeafare the divtfion% which had long rem the church 
Som cw» MS well as the (tate, into {a£ttQ«s and partiea. He bad fearee 
^*^'^a\ ^^^^^^^ ^^ throne, when Amatttias, Tbeocritai, and fo« 
Mmr/'^* vera! of the deceafed emperor's relations, perfens of great 
Afcowndi tntereft and authority in the empinr, confpired againft. lun; 
mndpunijb* but the plot being difcoveaed, the chief authors of i«, and, 
'^ among the reft, Amamin^ and Theoeritusi. were publicly 

executed, to the great fatisfaftion. of the people^ who hated 
tfaem as the avowed pi»trons of the Eutycbiana, and the 
chief promoters of the late perfecution again(t the Oitho^ 
lies ^. In the followinj^ year $ ip, att tjbe orthodox biAic^s^ 
who bad been banifhed by Anaftafius^ vrere by the^ «rpe« 
tor's orders ffeftorr4 to their fees, and feveral fyaoda aflem* 
bled, in whidi the doftrine (^theclmrcfa waa eibd^flied^ 
and that of Eutyches emidemned K 
FitmR^m Next yearVitaliamm, of whom we have naide naaittton br> 
>^^^^^ fece, was raifed to the confulfliip wit^Rufiicus, bat was fooo 
after difpatched in the palace by the empevoc's cMer^ t^mi 
his attempting to corrupt fome of the chief (^cers». widi a 
defign to depofe Juftin^ and caufed hiiiifelf to be praclauned 
emperor. He had dpoufed the Catholic caufe in the reign 
of Anaftafius $ but his caballing agaiuft Juftin, a zealous 
patron of the true faith, and his courting the £tttychians» 
convinced the wortd, tlM^t it 5vasriiot merely on ^ccotmt of 
religion he had tahen arms agaiaft bis fovercign. Jufti- 
inan, the emperor^s aephew, being cooful with Valerius, 
Cabades, king of Ferfia, fent a folemn embafly to Juftin» 

> Vide Baron, ad ana^ 51I. ^ Jom» Reg, ^cc. cap. 4.8. p. i^a- 
i Ev^gr, lib. iv« cap. > 
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Tctkmgto conclude a lafting peace with hiim^ provided he 
woold adopt CofrfaoeSi the Perfian king's youngeft fon^ 
"whom, to the prejudice of his eldeft Con Caofes, he had de- 
clared his facceior. The pfopofal was received at firft Vr. of Ft. 
with gmat joT, both by J«itin, and his nephew Juftinian ; j^^^)^' 
kat Pcocitts the quoeitor, a man of great integrity, aod well ^ c. 1 Us^ 
AdUed in the laws, demonftrating that, in virtue of the ' 
adopfton, Colrhoos might claim the Roman empire as his TAi Per- 
inheritance, it was rejeAed % a reftt&l which io inoenfed Am vmt. 
CofiiMtts, that he immediateiy entered Iberia, in order to 
invade fn^n thence the Roman territories. Gurgenes, 
king of the Iberians, had reoourfe to Juftin, who difpatched 
a body of troops to hisaffiftance, under the conda£i,of Sit- 
tas, and the famous Seiiiarins, who was then but a youth, 
and ferred in the gnaids of Juftinian, lately declared com- 
mander in chief otall the fences of the empire. Sittas and . . 
Beli&rius broke ii^to that part of Armenia which belonged 
to the Perfians, and laid it wafte; but being encountered 
fay Narfes and Aratius, they were pvt to flight, and obliged 
to retire into the Roman dominions. Narfes and Aratius Bitrfarha 
revolted foon after from the Perfians, and ferved under commanOir 
Selifarins in Italy. The emperor, pleafed with the con- 'J^/J^^ . 
<dtt£i of Belifarins, gave him the command of the forces in ^^^/* 
Bares,- on the frontiers of Periia*. 

In 525, whenProhinus,orProbus, and Philoxenus, were TheArianf 
confuls, Jnftin4epiived the Arians of all their churches in J^^J!**^^ 
Mb dominions; an edid which oecafioned a mifunderftand- chgr^kgs* 
ang between him and Theodoric king of Italy, who was a 
z^ons patron of the dofkrine of Artus. But what relates 
to that prince, we referve for the*hiftory of the Oilrogoths 
in Italy. The fame year the city of Antioch was almoft jgrMt 
overiurned by an earthquake, and great numbers of the in- iarthqumkt 
habitants were buried, with their bifliop Euphrafius, under ^ Antink. 
the ruins \ The cities of Epidammis, Corinthi and Ana- 
:zarbu6 in Cilicia, underwent the £ime fate ; but were at a 
great expetice reftored, as well as Antioch, to their former 
condition, by the generous emperor, who was fo afieded with 
tlieir misfortune, that^ putting off the purple, and laying 
afide the diadem, he appeared for feveral days in fack-cloth. 

In 526, Juftin declared his nephew Juftinian his partner Yv, of FL 
in the empire. He was the fon of Sabatius b^ Bi^leniza, 1874. 
the fifter of Juftin^ called by the Romans Vigilaniia. He A. D. 517. 
wais a native of Taurefium, but brought up at Bedcrina, the UC.i37»« 
birth-place of his uncle Juftin,. both cities on the confines 
oi Thrace and lUyricum ; wherefore be wasbyfome ftyled 

f ftACop. Pell, Pcrf. cap. 1 1, i«. « Evagr. Ub« iv^cap* 5, «. 
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jniitn a Thracian, by others an IHyrian. He was fent^ when a 
€i§umes youth, by Juftin, then commander in chief of the Roman 
Jnfimw afmy, as a hoftage to Theodoric» king of Italy, who, upon 
^tartHir im ^^^ °^^' ^^ ^^^ unclc's preferment, fuffered him to return 
tklmpirf* ^^ Conftantinople, where he was imm.ediately honoured 
with the title of nobiliOimus, and, upon the death of Vita^ 
lianus, raifed to the chief command of the army^. Some 
authors maintain, that Juftin, at the requeft of the fenate, 
took him for hb partner in the empire \ whereas others pre- 
tend, that the fenate was awed by threats and nienaces. 
Be that as it may, it is certain, that Juftinian was this year 
declared emperor ; and, upon his entering the circus widi 
the purple, and other enfigns of the imperial dignity, the 
populace received him with loud acclamations; be was 
then, as Zonaras obferves, in the forty-fifth year of his age. 
Jnfibt £is. The emperor Juftin died about four months after, in the 
feventy-feventh year of his age, after having reigned nine 
years, one month, and fome days. His death is generally 
afcribed to a wound received in battle many years before* 
Jits eka* He could neither read nor write, having been employed by 
rB3$r. jijj parents in keeping cattle,, till, he lifted in the army; 
but was neverthelefs a. man of extraordinary penetration, 
and uncommon addrefs, in the management of the moft 
difficult affairs, well fkilled in the i.;t of war, and in eyecy 
xtfytOi equal to the high ftation to which be was raifed. 
Vhatga'vi Juftinian, now fole mafter of the empire, made it his 
^p^'^^ '^^ ^^^^ ^^^ chief bufiuefs to fecure the frontiers towards Per- 
%^n^ fia. With this view he ordered Belifarius, commander of 
the troops in Daras, to ere£):*a fort iii the neighbourhood of 
Mindon, which might be a curb upon the Perfians, and 
prevent them from attacking the empire on that fide. Be* 
Jifarius bad no fooner began, the work, thanCabades, who 
ftill reigned in Perils, after haying attempted in vain, by 
threats and menaces, to divert him from it, difpatched 
a body of troops againft him. On the other hand, Jufti*^ 
nian ordered the two brothers, Curtzes and Buzes, who 
commanded the troops quartered in the neighbourhood of 
^*' ^^ Mount Libanus, to join BcHfanMS, Notwithftanding this 
JJtfM reinforcement, the Romans, in the battle which enfued, 
- ' were totally defeated, and great numbers of them taken pri- 
foners, and, among the reft, Curtzes, to .whp£&Tafli and 
imprudent condu£): the defeat was chiefly owing. After 
this vidJory, the Perfians, finding the fort abandoned by the 
Homans, levelled it with the ground p, War being thus 

• Vide Not. AUno* in PfQcop. S^crpt. Rift. P Procop. BcU 
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declaredi Juftinian appointed Belifarius general of the Eaft, 
ordering him to make an inroad into Perfia. Perozes, the 
Perfian general, met him at the head of a very numerous 
and powerful army in the neighbourhood of Daras; and a and the 
battle enfuiag, the Persians were defeated, with the lofs of Ferjlans in 
five thoufand men. As the Perfians fled in great confufion, ^'^ J*''** 
the Romans would, in all likelihood, have cut moft of them „,,f '^*" 
in pieces, had not Belifarius, apprehending they might ' 
rally, and return to the charge, founded a retreat ^. 

The like fuccefs attended the Roman arms in Armenia, and by Do* 
where Mermeroes, who commanded another army, con- rothtus, m 
lifting of Perfarmenians, Sunites, and Hunns, was furprifed ^fr/^rme- 
and defeated by Dorotheus, the Roman governor of Arme- "'^ 
nia, and Sittas, general of the forces quartered in that pro- 
vince. Mermeroes beirig repulfed, the Romans reduced 
feveral ftrong places in Perfarmenia, and, among the reft, 
Pharangium, which commanded the royal mines, and was 
delivered to them hy one Simeon. About this time Narfes Nar/es and 
and Aratius, two brothers, who, in the latter part of 'Juftin's ^ratius 
reign, had commanded the Perfian army in Armenia, and ^'^^^ '• 
gained fome advantages over Belifarius and Sittas, as w^ 
nave already related, revolting from the Perfians, joined 
the Romans, who were now mafters of the greateft part of 
Perfarmenia, their native country. Narfes, the emperor's 
qi)9Bftor in thofe parts, who was likewife a, Perfarmenian, 
received them with extraordinary marks of kindnefs and 
efteem, making them rich prefents in the emperor's name; 
which encouraged their younger brother Ifaac to follow 
their example, after having held a private correfpondence 
with the Romans, till he found an opportunity of putting 
them in pofleiiioh of a ftrong fort in the territory of Theo« 
doGopolis, named Bolus. Juftinian, notwithftanding the. 
advantages gained by his troops in Mefopotamia and Ar- 
menia, difpatched ambaiTadors to Cabades, with propofal^ 
for an accommodation ^ but the treaty being foon brokeq 
off, the Perfians, early in the fpring, invaded the Roman 
territories under the command of Azarethes. He was 
joined by an incredible number of Saracens, commanded 
by Alamundarus their king, who, being a perfon of great 
experience, and well acquainted with the country, advifed 
the Perfians to invade the Rqman territories, not by the 
way of Mej(bpptamia and Ofrhoene, but to march diredly 
into Syria ; which country they might ravage, and plunder. 
Antioch itfelf, ^fpre the army in Mefopotamia could rer> 
C^ive ti)^ leaft intelligence of their motions. " ] 

% Pr9fop« fidl. Perf. cap. 15, i^., 
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Yr. of Fl. The Pcrfian generals approring the (chtmtj tlic %mif 

a877» began to move •, but Bciifarius, apprifed of their defign, 

A D. 5 JO. haftcned with a ftrong detachment to the frontiers of Syria, 

''^^^' where the Perfians finding him, to their great furpri»ej 

TA/ Ptr- ready to difpute their paflage, fhey refolred to proceed tio 

Jiafts, mh farther, but retire, thinking it was dangerous Id hazard k 

umf^UMg u battle. On the other hand, Belifarius jttd|ing it impruddrt 

• ^'^a"'^r ^ provoke a flying enemy, far fnpcrior m numbers, wt% 

frtviMed ^^^ fuflFering them to retire unmolefted ; but bis army up* 

bjBelifa. braiding him with cow:^rdtte| he led them on againft the 

rim, enemy, by whom, after a moft obftinatc difpute, ttiey w«rt 

routed, Belifarius, with a fn^all body of borfe, who were 

jiihamcd to forfafcc himi keeping the field, tnd by bis rcfiK 

Jution prerenting the enemy from purfuiog the fugitit^s. 

Next day the Perfians, who had loft in the engagement the 

flower of their army^ not daring to venture a fecon^ 

battle, retired in good prdcr, the Romans who were greatly 

weakened by their defeat, not being ablt: to attack tbcih ^ 

The following year, Juftinian being (iefirous of conclading 

a peace with the Perfians, that he might be at leifiire to 

oppofe the Vandals, and reunite to the empire the inan)r 

rich proyinpes they h^d feizcd, difpatched Hennogenes to 

the king of Perfia, with very equitable propofals. But 

Cabades, inflead of accepting them, fcnt early in the fpring 

another army -into Mefopotamia, u«dcr the cominand <J 

Yr. of PI. ^l^^naranges, Afpendes, and Mermerpe$| wbo^ after having 

^%^i. ' ravaged the country, invefted MartyropoH^ a city about 

A. D. 53U thirty milra north pf Amida, on the riter Nymphiti^, Which 

U. C. 137$, parted the Perfian and Roman dominions* The place wa$ 

_. pot in a condition to maintain a fiege, being deftitute both 

aiubrfieze ^^ fo^^^^rs and provifions. The emperor had reOalted B^ 

}/lartjr^^ lifarius, to confult with hirq sibput a war witb the Vatidals^ 

fo(u.' on which he was chiefly bent \ and Sittas, wl|o had fuc* 

(:eeded him in the command of the troops in the Eaft, had 

not fufficient iftrcngth to attempt the relief of the place. 

While affairs were thu« circurnftauced, tbe emperor was 
informed, that a numerous arpiy of Mafia getes was march* 
|ng into Perfia, with a defign to iiivade the Roman domi* 
pions. This intelligence Juftinian turned to great advan- 
tage, by pcrfuading the Perfian drfcrter, who brought it, 
to fpread a rpport in the army before Martyropolis, that 
' the Maflagetes were in the Roman pay, and their r^al de-? 
•(ign was to fall uppn the Perfians, apd rgi|c the fiege. This 
feporr, with the news that were foon after brought of the 
flc;|t^ of Cabades, inclined the Perfian ^nerals to aUca4 

f lY^op, Bell. Ptrf. cap^if^ 
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td the overtufCd that wefc made by Sittas and Herftiogenes, 
with whom tbey firft concluded a truccj retiring frorti b6* 
lore Martyropoli«, and foon after a peace, Upon the follow*, 
ing terms : 1 . That the Roman emperor (houid pay to Cof*- AfurpiHud 
rhoes, who had fucceeded his father Cabades, a thoufand ^f^Vf"' 
poends weight of gold. 2. That boA prmcca ftould re* t^gnthe 
Rdre the places they had taken during, the war. 3. ^fhat R9mmHs 
the commander of the Roman forc^ in Mefopotamia fliould Mtd Ptr* 
no longer refide at Daras, but at Conftantina. 4. That -^••'• 
the Iberians, who had joined the Romans, ihonld be at ii*> 
berty to return to their ovtrti country, or ftay at Conftan- 
tinople \ Upon thefe terms the Romans and Perfians con* 
eluded an eternal peace, as it was ftyled, in 532, the fixth 
year of Juftinian's reign, which, as it Suras without confuls, 
US the preceding year had been, is thus marked in the falli \ 
the iRfcond year after the confulfliip of Lampadius and 
Oreftes. About this time happened at Conftantinople the Agnatfu^ 
greateft tumult we find in hiltory. It began amongft the muit at 
different factions in the circus, out ehded in an open re* ^•*A»- 
belli6n ; the multitude, highly diffatisficd with the eonduft ^^I*^' 
of John the pr«fe£tus praetorio, and of Trebonianus then 
quaeftor, forcing Hypatius, nephew to the emperor Anafta* 
fius, to accept the empire, and proclaiming him with great 
folemnity in the forum. As thefe miniftcrs were greatly 
abhorred by the people, on account of their avarice, the 
emperor immediately difcharged them, hoping, by that ex- 
pedient, to appeafe the tumuk $ but the populace growing 
more outrageousi and molt of the fenators joining the re« 
bellious multitude, the empefor^ alarmed and difpirited, 
would have abandoned the city, and made his efcape by 
fea, had not the emprefs Theodora, with heroic- coura^, 74/ m^mf^ 
perfuaded him to p^rt with his life, rather than with cour^i «/ 
the empire, by fei^umably reminding him of the old fay- ^^y^P'^^fi. 
ing, How glorious a fepulchre is a kingdtoi. Juftinian, ^^^^^^ 
thus encouraged* refolved to continue in the palace, and, 
with the aj&uanee of the few fenators, who had not yet 
abandonee! him, defend it to the laft extremity. In the 
mean time the rebels, haying attempted in vain to forcf* 
the gates, carried livpatius in triumph to the circus ; 
5vhere, while h« was beholding the fports from the impe- 
rial throne^ a|9iong the Ihouts and acclamations of the peor 
pie, fielifarios, who had been recalled from PeHia, entering 
the city with a confitJemble body of trpops undpr hh cf»m« 

• Evag.lib. ill. cap. 48. Agath. lib. iv. csp. 13. Niceph. lib n^vi^, 
cap. 10. Tbeoph. ad Ann. Juii. 5, 6. Ccdren. p. 36t|. Hid. Mifcell. 
1^. x?i. prpcop. Qcll, Pert \^^ 



458 ^^ CoHjtantittopoUtan Hi/lory. 

mand, ^nd apprtfcd of the ufurpatioii) fell fword in hand 

Thf tttmak upon the difarmed inuhitude, and being feafonably joined 

f«r//#</, by Mundus, governor of Ulyricum) at the head of a band 

^ithtkt of Heruli* cut above thirty thoufand of them in pieces^ 

g'^l^ He took HypatiuSf the ufurper, and Pompeius, another of 

tlunfand the nephewi» of AnaftaGus, prifoners^ and carried them to 

firjo/u, the emperor, by whofe orders they were beheaded, and 

their bodies caft into the fea* Their eftates were confifcat* 

ed, and likewife the eftates of thofe Senators who had join* 

cd them ; but the emperor ordered great part of their lands 

and effeds to be afterwards reftored, together with their 

honours and dignities, to their children ^ (F)« 

The tumult being appeafed, and a peace concluded with 
the king of Perfia, the emperor applied his thoughts wholly 
to the war in Africa* which be had b^en long determined 
on. This, and the other carried on againft the Goths in 
Italy, laded from 433, to 541, a year remarkable for the 
triumphant return of Belifarius to Conftantinople, and no 
lefs on account of its being the laft that is marked hj con- 
^ fuls. During the war with the Goths in Italy, the Hunns 
pafled the Danube, and entering lUyricum, defolated the 
wbole country, took above thirty-two cafties, deftroyed Caf<* 
fandria, and returned home unmoleiled, carrying with them 
an immenfe booty, and a humlred and twenty (houfand 
captives. At th^ fame time the Armenians, Oiakingo^ 
the Roman yoke, gained fome advanuges over the empe^ 
ror's forces in that province \ which, with a groundlefs re-. 
port fp read abroad, that the emperor growing jealous of 
Belifarius, would no longer truft him with the command 
C^frhus of bis armies, encouraged Cofrhoes to invade the Roman 
imvadis the dominions with a very powerful army, in violation of the 
^ITT/ *" treaty folemnly concluded a few years before. Buzes, who 
commanded in the £a(l» inft^ad of aflembling his forces, 
and providing for the defence of the provinces, fuddenly 
difappeared, and retired no one knew whither, leaving the 
enemy at liberty to plunder the country at their pleafure. 

As Cofrhoes met with no oppoGtion, he dire^^ed hi« 
march to byria* Having t^ken and plundered Beicesi, Hie* 

t Piocop. B«U. Pcrf. lib. i. p. »65. 

(F)Marcellinusfuppofe8that means the city was rent into 

this tumult was raifed by Hy- factions, an incredible number 

patius, Pompeius,. and frfibus, bf citizens was. murdered , and 

all three nephews to the em- many ilately buildings laid ia 

peror AnadaGus^, each of them afhes. (l)« , 
lettiDg up for himfelf ; by which 

(i) Marc, Clu'OA. * . 
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npolU) and fevcral other cities, he befieged Antioch itfelf, Yr. of Fl« 
W^hich he foon reduced, and gave up ta be plundered by bis *i*7'" ' 
ibldiers, who, without diftinftion of age or.fiex, put all ^•^- 5^o- 
they met to the fword. The king himfelf feized on all the __i^' 
gold and (iiver veflcls belonging to the great church ; caufed x^/mtA kg- 
all the valuable ftatues, piSures, and other pieces of art, Ji^e^ti, . 
to be conveyed into Perfia ; and having thus dripped the andlaid ., 
proud metropolis of the Eaft of all its wealth and oma- *• ^-^^^ ' 
ments, he ordered his men to fet fire to it, and lay it in ^^ 

zfhes ; which was done accordingly, none of the buildings, 
even withouMhe walls, being fpared by the outrageous and 
infttlting enemy. Thus periflied the moft wealthy, beauti- 
ful, and populous city of the £a& The inhabitants who 
efcaped the common daughter, and afterwards fell into the 
enemy's hands,, were carried into captivity, and fold in Pet- 
fia to the higheil bidder ". Juftinian, upon the firft news 
of the Perfians entering the Roman territories^ had dif- 
patehed ambafladors to Cofrhoes, to remind him of the ax^ 
UdeS'Of the treaty concluded a few years before. The 
ki^g alleged feveral frivolous pretences for the hoftilities 
he had committed, in order to lay the whole blame on Juf- 
dnian; but after he had wafted Syria, and enriched him- 
felf and his army with the fpoils of that province, and its 
wealthy metropolis, he began to liften to an accommoda- 
tion ; and accordingly a peace was concluded on the follow- A peact 
bgtprms: i. That the Romans fliould, within two months, concluded 
pay to the Perfian king five thoufand pounds weight of '^J^lf 

fold, and an annual penfion of five hundred. 2. That the p^f/^i 
*erfians ihould relinquiOi all claim to Daras, and maintain 
a body of troops to guard the Cafpian gates, and prevent 
the Barbarians from* breaking into the empire* 3. That, 
upon the payment of the above mentioned Aim, Cofrho«s 
fliould immediately withdraw his troops from the Roman 
territories^ 

The treaty being figned, and the ftipulated fum paid, twhone- 
Cofrhoes began to march back j but in his retreat plunder- verthelefi 
cd, as if the war had ftill continued, the cities of i\pamea ^^rl'i ' 
and Chalcis ; and croffing the Euphrates, laid wafte Mefo- ^l-j^^ ^ . 
potamia, carrying with him an immenfe booty, and an in- 
credible number of captives* Juftinian convinced, that no 
treaties were binding with Cofrhoes, refolved to purfue the 
war with the utmoft vigour; and, with that defign, fcnt 
for Belifarius, then employed againft the Goths in Italy ; 
and, upon his arrival at Conftantinople, appointed him ge- 
neral againft the Perfians. jWhile that brave -commasiiAer 

• i> Procop. fit IL P^rf. lib« ii, cap. i%» Kv^. Agalii. ibid. 
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mftkittg the neceflary prqisnittons to take the field iMlf 
Tr. #f FL in the fpnng of fcke eniaing year 542, the LaisianR^ no 
*n^' 1^°S^>' ^^ ^^ i'^^ ^^^ arbitrary and tynmnical conchid t^f 
Ij C t^^^ the commander of the Roman troops in that connti-y^ r«- 
-' '*^^* Yoked to the Perfians^ and ddttexed up all their caftkfr and 
YA# Lm* ftfong-bolds. Lasica, formerly part of Colchiev lay be- 
Kums r^ tween the Enxifie and Cafpian fea8« and vas govel'ned by 
T^JU^ « owa kings^ who were under the prote£kion of the Ro- 
rirfimm. g,^^ emperor, and received the enfigns of roytilty at his 
hands* Their prefeat king^s name was Gubazes, MHho had 
ferved the Romans with great fidelity, and* CMtinned at- 
tached to their intereft, till Joannes Tzibos, coknmander 
of the Roman troops quartered in his dominions to awe the 
neighbouring Iberians, by ereding a fort> to curb the Laet- 
tns, and cxadling exorbitant cottmbutions for the payment 
of bis foldiers, forced, in fome nleafure, both the prince 
and his fubjeAs, thoagh othcrwiie well afleOed to ttie em- 

Jlre, to have recourfe to the king of Periia, who, upon the 
rft invitation, entered their commy, and, bring ai^Aod 
by the natives, expelled the Romans, and placed e«ery- 
where Perfiian garrrfons ^. 
BiHfitnuf In the mean time Belifartus, not apprifisd of the revolt of 
§»tirs Fit- iiie LazianS) entered Perfia at the head of a powerful 
*^* ^ army % and, having made himfelf mafter of a fortrefs called 
^M^tuL Sifibrannm, ravaged Afiyria ; but was oUiged, by the vio- 
lent heats, and the diftempers that began so rage in hts 
firmy, to return, before the end of the fummer, into the 
lloman dominions. Cofrhoes was no fooner infoftned of 
the invaiion of Beli{isirius» than, quitting Lazica, he ha- 
ftened iiito A^Tytia ; but, being informed on his march^ 
that the Ronuns had retired, he put his army into wittter- 
qnarters, and withdrew vo Ctefiphon ■• The fpring foliow- 
jng, he again invaded tbo Roman territories, purluing his 
t>frk9ff march through Comagene, with a defign to enter ralae- 
^''^^ ^' ^^^^' ^"^ enrich bimicif with the fpo]i$ of that fertile and 
^aU^iMi' ''calthy province- Bclifarios, who had i^turned *» Con- 
^^^ ' * ftantinople, upon the firft news of this invafioni flew to 
Epropus on the Euphrates, and there colleded a body of 
forces, fome time after Cofrhoes had palled that river; a 
huu dreads motion which fo alarmed the Perfian king, dreading an 
l>? ^^Z**" enemv at bis hack, that Jie ch-opt his intended expedifiOii 
Vkltna^r- into ralcftjnc, and returned to his own dt)minions, Before 
lnft#. Beljfarius was in a condition to cut off his retreat. The 
' emperor being foon alter obliged to recall Belifarius, and 

~ fend bitn into Italy, where the Goihs had gained great ad-> 

vantage^ 



^antaf^ over ibci R^msinsi. CoTfIk^^^ tnUMtik onc^ more t<i 
inv^di the Romnn lerriloti^s, notwitbiUndiDg the dre^df al 
pla^DO (Hat raged ki ?erfia,, beuig eacovrtg^d by tb« magi» 
and a.ih^i&e£ul ovctfthfow of thirty ihpufaod HQman$« who^ 
9tter|}pti«g U> break int^D Peri^mvenU, b^d been defeated 
l|y fpiir tbottfand Ferfiana* Upon tbi» fuc^ofs b^ invaded 
Mej^oeami^ aad invefod Edcfla ) h^U PQt beiog able tq 
reduce tb^ place, after feveral Dnfuccef^fuL atteinpta» ba 
^reed tQ rgife the fiege, and (oem aft^r €<HicIudf;d a tn^^ 
ibr five; yeafa^ .uj^qq the empofor^a p^yin^ bim two tbou** 
UM pounds weight ef gold, and fending bijn a. celebrated 
pbyf^bnit ttanctd Tribufum wh^ b»d formerly eiired hm 
of a da9g|erQii« difteoiper^. Npl long after tbe eoficluGon 
of ibe %mc€^ CoCrboeSft obfeming the Lazians dtfpleafed ' 
with ibeir lale change; and aj^rdhending they would {oqifL 
WWM fr^m him to the RomanSt refioWed to prevent a fe* 
cond revolution^ by cauiing Gubezea^ their king to be mur^ 
ftor^dy by tr^nfplamting the n^i^es into Perfia^ and peopUng 
fh^coumry^ whicb opened him a paffitge into the '£iuin^ 
feat Miid^ PerfiaaSf aad ocber nations well afie£^ed to \m 
iAliei:^(t 

. dut bJs defign being difcover^ to Gal>a2ie^j by thoie who 
y^tt^ eoESployed to pnt it ia e949£tttion, that prinpe had re^ nt /^ 
courfe., in tbe moft fubmiffive finaniser imaginablei to Juili* msms r»- 
aiaii« wboy^ (^rgettinghia pad; condtt^i received him again '^^^^^ ^^^ 
«ndef hii protection, and imviediately difpatched eight ^^^^* 
ehoi»f;ind ment under the constmtnd of Dagiftaens,^ to hia 
affift^nee. This general, beii^ joined by a numerous body 
.of L^si'mn^ laid fiege to Fetrsv^ one of the ftrongeft citiea 
in Lazica, defended by a PerCan garriibfh and ftored with 
all manner of provifion^. Cofrhoes, alarmed at this fuddea 
revolution, fent a powerful army, under the condud of 
Mermeroeay to the relief of the place. At their approach, 
Pagiftseua^ who was a young unexperienced officer^ abaup ^^ f^^ 
'doaing his camp and baggage^ fled in the utmpfl; confterna>- mam •bUg^ 
tion towards, tbe Phafia. Upon his retreat, Mermeroes ad- '^ toraifi^ 
vanced to Petra, tbe garrifon of which place, confilling nt ^j^M^' «/ 
firftof fifteen hundred men, was now reduced to three ^'"^ 
hundi!ed and fifty, of whom an humdred and fifty were dis- 
abled, and unfit for fervice. Mermeroes repaired with great 
expedition the breaches in the walls, garrifoncd the place 
with three thoufand men, and returned with tbe reft of bis 
army into Perfarmenia» not thinking it fafe to continue in 
Lazica, whither, he was informed, freih forces were 
.marching, under the condu£); of Rec.ithangus, a Thracian* 

» 7 Procop. Ub. ii cap. is, Evag. Ub«tv»cap. tx« % 
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who had fenred in the army from his childhood^ and wat 
deemed one of the beft commanders of his age. At his 
departure, he left a body of five thoufand men encamped 
on the banks of the Phafis« to watch the motions of the 
Romans and Lazians. Of thefe Gubazes and Dagiftaeus 
furprifed one thoufand, as they were ftraggling in queft of 
booty; and, having cut them oflF to a man, fell onex-* 
pe£iedly, in the dead of the ikight, upon the main body, pat 
moft of them to the fword, and obliged the reft to fave 
themfelves by a precipitate flight. The Romans made 
(hemfelve^ mafters of their camp, in which, beGdes their 
enfigns and baggage, they found a great quantity of arms^ 
and a confiderable number of mules and horfes* They pur- 
fued the fugitives to the confines* of Iberia; intercepted fe^ 
yeral other parties that were conveying provifions into Pe- 
tra ; and, having blocked up all the avenues leading to the 
place, returned v^ith their boot j and captives. 

Cofrhoes was no fooner informed of thib overthrow, 
than he difpatched Corianes, with an army of Alana as well 
asTerfians, into Lazipa. But Corianes was attended with 
no better fuccefs than the other Perfian generals ; for, be« 
ing oppofed on the banks of the HtppUs in Colchis by Gu- 
bazes and Dagiftaeus, his army was, after a moft obftinate 
difpute, totally defeated, and himfelf flain *. Thefe advan- 
tages were chiefly owiog to the courage and GOndu£l of Gu- 
bazes, at whofe requeft Dagiftaeus, who had fhamefully 
abandoned the fiege of Petra, was recalled, and Beflas, ail 
oflicer of great experience, appointed to command in his 
room. He immediately invefted Petra, and, in the end, 
reduced that important place, though defended bvthe Per- 
fian garrifon with fuch obftinacy, as 'favoured ot madnefs 
and defpair. Beflas ordered Petra to be difmantled ; and^ 
leaving three thoufand in Archaeopolis the capital, and 
nine thoufand encamped on the banks of the Phafis, under 
the command of Odonachus, he retired with the reft into 
Armenia, his own government. Upon his retreat^ Mer- 
meroes eiuered Lazica ; and, having firft obliged Odonachus 
to retreat into the Roman territories, he laid fiege to Archsto- 
polis, which however he was forced to raife, having, in 
(everal aflaults, been repulfed with great lofs by the garrifon. 

Notwithftanding thefe hoftilities, the Perfian ambafla- 
dors, who had been fent to Conftantinople the preceding 
year, continued in that city ; and, foon after the redu^on 
of Petra, concluded a five years truce with the emperor, up- 
on his paying to the Pprlian king an immenfe fum, which 



h £vag. lib. iv. cap. 25, 16. Procop. lib. ii. cap. 30. 
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rai(ed gttzt complaints among the peo^> who were rather 
for purAiine the war> than fubmitting to pay a tribute to 
the king of rerfia*. But Juftinian was glad to come to aa 
agreement with the Perfians upon any termsy that faemigbt . 
not be diverted from purfuing the advantages he had gained 
over the Goths in Italy ; of which we ihaii fpeak in a more , . . . \ 
roper place. The truce was no fooner expired^ than the 
Vrfians, invading Lazica, took by ftratagem the ftrong 
caftie of Telepfis \ and then attacking the Roman army> 
which lay encamped at a fmall diftance, defeated them at 
the firft onfet. Gubazes king of Lazica, provoked at the 
cowardice of the Roman generals, acquainted the emperor 
with their fliameful behaviour ; a complaint which incens- 
ed the^ to fuch a degree, that they conipired to difpatch 
him : accordingly, having accufed him at court of treachery^ n^ j^ng ^ 
os^if he privately correfponded with the Perfians, by wreit- LazUa - 
ing the inftru£lions fent them by the emperor, they mur- ^^^arw/^ 
dered him, pretending, that he defigned to betray them, ^^^ 
-and deliver all the Romans into the hands of the Perfians. ^ohu 
The Lsizians, incenfed againft the authors of his death, 
would have revolted from the Romans, and joined the 
Perfians, had not Juftinian appeafed them, by caufing all 
thofe who were acceflbry to the murder to be publicly 
executed, and the deceafed king^s brother to be immediately 
proclaimed in his room. 

In the mean time the Perfians, to the number of fixty 
thoufand men, advanced, under the command of Nacfaou- 
gan, into Lazica> and befieged- Phafis; but Juftin, who q:he?er^ 
commanded the Roman troops, cut twelve thoufand of his Jiansdi^ 
men fn pieces, and obliged the reft, with their general, to fitted. 
fave t^emfelves within the Perfian dominions. This defeat 
fo intimidated Cofrhoes, that he immediately fued for 
peace^ which was accordingly concluded upon terms equally Yt, of Ft. 
honourable to both princes **. The public rejoicings for the kgot;. 
peace with Perfia, after fuch a long and deftrudlive war, A. D. 55^ 
we« difturbed by a dreadful earthquake, which continued ^' ^* *^"5' 
for ieveral days, and overturned a great many ftately edi- - ^^ 
fices, and feveral churches, in which pcriihed an incredible (onduLd. 
number of people, who had crouded to them during the 
public confufion. About the fame time the plague, which 
jhad raged a few years before with great fury all over the 
empire, broke out again at Conftantinople. The fame *^hiHunit$ 
year 558, the Hunns, paffing the Danube in the depth of *r'«*^«'» 
winter, marched in two bodies dire£Uy for Conftzintinople, ^'^^^''* 

* Procflp. lib. ii- cap. 17^ »8, 29. *> Idem, cap. 17. 28, 29. & 

Bell. Goth. lib. iv* cap. 8, 9. Agath. lib. iii, p. 81— 90, 

and. 
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viiy layntg wafto 4k c^aotries throngfa wUdb dsey pa&^f 
•dvMctd, witkoat meeting with, tbe Icstft oppo(ttictt« withiQ 
OB hundred and fifty faiiongi ef tbe city. Bmt Beliiariust 
though aow iMicikeiied by age to focb a degrect diat be 
^ms icaace aUe to koid a ihietdy or brandiih a Cwordg 
SripMi t$, TMirirhittg oat ^[aiaft them with a handful ef men, put 
jUgkt hf them to flight, and deKviercd boch the emperor and the city 
Biii/mnns. from tbe dangers with which they were threatened. How- 
ever, the emperor, to. pf event them from breaking anew 
into the Roman dominioas, agreed to pay them an annoal 
pen&ooy iip^ii their ftipulatio^ to defend the empire a^inft 
all other Barbarians^ and to ferre, when required^ in the 
•Roman armies 
Yr. of FL This was the laft exploit performed by Belifarius^ who^ 
" •906, upon hi« return to Conilancinople, was difgraced, ftript of 
A. & 55$. nil hi3 employments^ and confined to bis boufe. Agathias 
y ,C. 140^ afcribes his difgrace to the malice of his enemies at courts 
^^f^itff who, envying him the gveat reputation he had defervcdly 
di^au£. acquired, and the favour he was in with the people, per- 
fuaded the emperor, wbofe jealoufy incieafed with bis 
years, that Belifarlus a^ired at the (brereignty \ that the 
people, who preferred bun to the moft renowned heroes of 
antiquity^ were ail to aiman ready to fitcond him in his amn 
bitious^ views v and that the foldiery were flill more attaint* 
ed to him than the people. Upon tfade maliciotis and 
groundiefs infinuatione^ tbe emperor, forgetting the pail 
ferviccs of the moft deferving of aU bis f abjefts, of one who 
had been tbe bolwarib of the empire, and the reftorer of the 
ancient military difcipline, rcealled bim» according to Aga* 
diias, witboat (uiering htm to pwfue his late viSory over 
tbeHunns; and, vpoo hia arrival at Conftantinople, which 
he deferved to enter in triumphs ceafined kim to hie bonie, 
afcev baring, with the utmoft ingratitude, divcfted bim of 
all his autfaorityr honours,^ and employments' (C). 
Yr. of Ft About this time, tbree of the cmpecor^s diic£ officers^ 
' ^>a* AUavius, MareclUts, and Sergius». confpired agaioft btm, 
ViC ^^^* tmon what provocadcm we know not } but the plot being 
* * '^** difcovered by fome perlbns, whom Abbvius bad attesofsed 

c Agath* Hift' lafiki* cap. 9, 

(Cj Tbe more modern writers authors aflure us, that, thcTear 

. pretend, that Juftinian cauled following, tie emperor, iiilly 

his eyes to be put out, and re- convinced of his innocence, re» 

duced him to luch poverty, that ftorcd himr to all hit empt<3T»> 

he was forced to beg from door ments, which he enjoyed, with* 

to door in the fh-ccts oi Con- out any farther difgrace, to his 

fiantinople. But the ancient- death* 
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t6 Engage in it, the confpirator8 were feized bctore tliey A conf^i* 
could put their defign in execution. Marcellus, after hav- ^^y 
iiig defended himfelf with great refolution againft the of- f^'J^'^ 
fibers who were fent to arreft him, ftabbcd himfelf with his •'^"''''** 
own fword. Ablaviixs and Sergius were publicly executed, 
and the reft of the confpirators baniflied ^. The emperor Vr. of FL 
efcaped the confpiracy, but did not long outlive it, being a^IL'^*^^ 
foon after carried off by a natural, but fudden death, in the u'c. An** 
thirty-ninth year of his reign. His public works, the wars ,_ 

which were in his reign carried on, with furprifing fuccefs, juflinian 
by his two renowned generals Belifarius and Narfes, and dies, 
.t"he new' form which he gave to the Roman jurifprudencej 
have defervedly procured him the furnamc of Great. Of 
his public buildings the reader will find a diftindl account 
in Procopius, who aflures us, that there was fcarcc a city 
in his dominions, in which he did not ere£k fome ftatejy 
edifice ; nor a province, wherein he did not build or re- 
pair fome city, fort, or caftle ®. In war he recovered, and 
reunited to the empire, Africa and Italy, after they had 
been long held, the former by the Vandals, and the latter 
by the Goths, as we (hall relate in the hiftory of thofe tw6 
nations. In peace he fignalized his reign by many excel- 
lent laws, but chiefly by the famous code, called from him tits coJe^ 
the Juftinian Code. 

In the beginning of his reign he publifhed an edi^, di* 
refted to the fenate of Conflantinople, for compiling a 
new code. For this work he chofe the mofl famous and 
leafned men of his age, at the head of whom was the cele- 
brated civilian Trebonianus, who were to colle£l into onq 
volume all the conflitutions contained in the Gregoriah^ 
Hermogenian, and Theodofian codes, and add to them fuch 
ts had been publifhed by Theodofius the youngef, and the 
other lawful emperors his fucceflbrs, down to his own 
reign. Whatever in thefe laws fecmed fuperfluous was 
to be retrenched, with the prefaces; their fcnfe and mean- * 

ing was to be rendered more clear ; and the names of the 
princes who publifhed them, the place, the time, and the 
perfons'to whom they were direfted, to be prefixed to each 
conflitution« In this form and method was the new code 
compiled in little more than a year ; fo that it was publifhed 
in the beginning of the third year of Juflinian's reign, with 
zn edi£t, commanding that code alone to be quoted by 
pleaders at the bar, and declaring all laws that were not 
contained In it to be of no force or authority. It was di- 
vided into twelve books^ and contained the conflitutions of 

' Procop. fiift. Seer. cap. 13. • Idem, de /Bdif. 

Vol. XIV. H h fifty- 
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fifty-four emperors^ from Adrian to Juftinian ; whereas the 
Theodofian code began with Conftantine the Great. 

Juftinian, not fatisfied with the code alone, undertook 
foon after a more noble, and much more difficult work; which 
was to collet, and digeft into order^ the opinions and an- 
fwers of all the celebrated civilians} their remarks and com- 
ments on the Roman laws, efpecially on the edidium per- 
petuum^ and their different treatifes ; in al) above two thou- 
(and volumes. This difficult talk was completed in the 
fpace of three years by Trebohianus, and fi&teen other able 
civilians, and called by the Latins Digefta, becaufe the opi- 
nions of the ancient civilians were there digeiled into or- 
Hh PoM' der ; and by the Greeks Pande£i:as, as containing all the an- 
^^^' cient jurifprudence. When this great work was near com- 

pletedi Juftinian ordered Trebonianus^ Theophilus, and 
His InJIi' Dorodeus to compile, for the benefit of the youth, the In- 
to///. ftitutes> or firft principles of the law, which were publiflied 
about ^ month before the Pandefts *. As m^ny things were 
found to be wanting in the code, and Juftinian himfelf 
had, after the publication of it, ena£le4 feveral law8> in the 
eighth year of his reign he ordered a fecond code to be 
made, in which were inferred all the conftitutions^ aboat 
two hundred in number, which he had enafted fince the 
publication of the firft, and feveral others contained in the 
His cadi former, code, either corre£ted or annulled. This fecond 
faPrt-* code, ftyled De Repetita Praeleaione, was publiflied five 
UQtMt. years after the firft, and at the fame time a decree, declar- 
ing the firft to be of no force, and forbidding, any conftitu- 
tions or laws to be quoted in the courts of juAice, that were 
not contained in the new code De Repetita Fr%le£tione K 
Yhus was the firft code, in a manner, aboliflied, and all 
authority given to the fecond, which has re^hed our times^ 
divided into twelve books, and feven hundred and feventy- 
fix articles, containing the conftitutions of fifpy«fbur em- 
perors, from Adrian to Juftinian. After the publication of 
the Inftitutes, Pandefts, and Code, Juftinian enacted feve- 
ral laws, which were joined together in a d}ftfp£l volume. 
His No' called the Novelise Conftitutiones. The.fe were publiflied 
W/tf* from time to time by Juftiman, not. in the Latin, except- 
ing fome few, but in the Greek tongue, and collected into 
one volume after his death ^. Juftinian is not onW com* 
mended for his indefatigable care iii reforming the Roman 
jurifprudence, but for his piety, prudence, juftice, d?*? 

f Vide Balduin. in JiaAinlan. p. 497. Ritterf. in Jure JufHn. in 
Frocera. «ap. i. num. 4. Edmund. MeriL ad 50. Docif. Juftiite 
% Baiduin. in Juftinian. p. 497. Ritters. in Jure Juilin. in Prooem. 
. cap. I. s,iim. 4. ^ Cujac« lib. vtii. Obf. cap. uUv 
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mency, and every virtue becoming a perfon in his high fta? 
tion. As for the fecret hiftory, filled with mod bitter in- 
veftives againft Juftinian and the emprefs Theodora, it is, 
by the ableft critics, looked upon not as the work of Fro- 
copius, but as a fcandalous libel imputed to that writer. 
It is true, he loaded the people with heavy taxes } but the 
money thus raifed was neither hoarded up by him, nor ap- 
plied to the gratification of any mnljawfal pafiion, but em-« 
ployed in paying his numerous forces ; in carrying on the 
many wars in which h^ was engaged ; in repairing ffiefpubi 
lie builduigs, and embellifhing the cities of the empire with 
fUiely edi&res. In the latter p^rt of: hta ireigny he: Teemed 
to countenance the Eatyehians, no^doufataitbe inftigaiion 
of the emprefs Theodora, who efpoufed their doftrinc ; a 
cifcumftance which has given occafion. to many bitter in- 
v^fUves ag^inil her memory. Ju(Unian<inay defervodly jbe 
called the laft Roman emperor; for in his reign the majefty 
of the empire fcemcd to revive, but foon yanifliedagain, as 
we Ihall fee in the/equel of the p)refent hiftory. - 
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Vol. X— ^. 7» !• fts» deli being. P. i6^Jt^ V!->>^ Hertunan teadl^tm 
' trurian. P. ai, ]. 3, for Claufus r. Claudijil, ^f^^lo^ I. 5, y©r 
defeating r. defeated. P. iSs, 1. 15, for befige r. bei^ege'. P. 2x9, 
K i3>/0r himr. them. P. 2371 1. 9, /or veas r. years. P. 261, 1. 36, 
. fw Piveraatet n Privernatet, P. a3 s» !• sTi/br their r. ^ere. P* 
^3f 1- 1I9 y^^ has r. had* P. 199, 1. 2, ^r as r. at. P. 299, 1. 13, 
y»r ecouraged r. encouraged. P. 301, 1. 3*, for countryment r. 
countrymen. P« 334, 1. ts^yor triinibanted r« tranfplanted. P. 
334, 1. 40, for withb r. whb. P. 364, 1. 40, for progidies r. prodi^ 

g'les. P. 395, ). S, for Cartharge r. Caithage. P. 399, 1. 18» for 
anibal f . Hannibal. P. 40a, i. 27* yor near r. dear. P» 43S9 i. 38 » 
^//r without. P. 453»1. iS.y^r entre r. centre. P. 4541 \» 7» for 
lefs r. lofs. P. 45S, 1. ^Stfor horfemen r. horferoan. P. 467* 1. 27* 
for fame another r. fame time another. P. 472, L %%, for they 
driTen, r. they had driven. 

Vol. XI.— P. 16,1. i^p for gionary r. legionary. P. 4i»1. 44>^r 

{ircented r. prefented. P. 91, 1. 12, for befiged r. beiieged. P. 140, 
• 27y for alwas r. always. P. 164^ 1. 20, fir peceive r. perceive. 
P* i49> !• ft> /vr river r. the river. P. 269, I. 4, for then r. them* 
P. 292, 1. 34, for Numida r. Numidia. P. 304, I. i, for or r. of» 
P. 330. 1. 29, for fo r. to. P. 344, 1. 34» deU and. P. 374* I $, dele 
re** P> 41 5t L isi/br inju6lion r. injun^ion. 
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